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| American homes are performing a role reversal as our favorite
indoor rooms move outdoors.
| by Sharise Cunningham

Whether it’s the backyard, back nine or back kitchen, the yard out back has become a new sort
of oasis for today’s homeowners. Most industry designers and manufacturers agree that the recent
boom in home refinancing and a renewed interest in nesting have led many homeowners to use
the natural environment as the new living environment.
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applied to exterior design. Design-focused spaces chat incorporare color, furninure,
fireplaces and :|.'|-|‘-||:1::|'. es, as well as electrondcs, all surrounded by carefully

planned landscaping are becoming increasingly popular.

Outdoor furniture

The past few years have seen new outdoor furniture selections that feature
safter fabrics, more design details, and deep and inviting cushions thar are
.|-.'.~1|:||-.'.| for the ultimate in comifore and durabiliey.

“If ir is durable homeowsmners wane ic” savs Ay Crowiey, spokesperson
for |.Il"-:'|li:..'.lll.'. a home environment direct retailer. “Theyv're it |'.h'k'.ll,f_' o
r-.-|11..L<:-.- their ourdoor furnishinges year alteér year anymore—just like chey
wouldn't want to have o replace their indoor furnioure [annually]” This
increased demand for materials that are poing to last and withstand the
elements mickes materials such as teak, wrought iron, case aluminum, weath-

erproal wicker amd resin very & l|1|||.|r. b says
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o 3700 Dakalb Technology Plwy. B&4 Antone Street, Ste, 105,
E (770} 4547323 Atlanta

2 Greater Atlanta (88:8] HOMEPRO

E See ad on page B0-61 Graater Atlanta

=3 Sew ad o page 51

;- Eh:rr?-i:m South

o 5440 Frontaga Ad, Farast Park CET

E:' [404) P62-9999 (770} E31-3631

EI Greater Atlanta SuwaEnes ares

8 Sew ad on page 60-61 See ad on page 39

Southeastern Mamnry LLC
Concrete, Brick & Stone Specialists

Call Today!
770.475.8594

.

Driveway Replacement + Stucco to Brick Home Conversion
Sidewalks. Patios « Stamped & Colored Concrete
Custom Entranceways + Retaining Walls

Seutheastern Moasanry combines high quality As seen on

work, reasonable prices and a creative approach

to all vour masonry projects, for the best looking H‘GTV
MEMGER el you could imagine,
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silver will have a big fashion presence for 2003 as well, with ack and teak
combined for an especially fresh look this vear,

Other key wends in outdoor furniture for spring 2003 according o
AFMA mclude:

* Group seating. Tables are often several feer long and can
accommodare 10 or more comfortably, Dining chairs are wider with higher
backs for added comfort.

* Conversation groups. These low seating groups are ideal for the
outdoor casual lifesryle and are perfect for serving beverages and light foods,
game playing or just conversing.

* Mew tabletops. Aleernative materials such as rumbled markle,
tile, stone, slate, punched metal and other natural stones are replacing
eraditional glass

* Elevated seating. These high seats and cables (lefr) are
Jesigmed soyou can easily enjoy the view over the il of vour deck or balcony,

Also popular are elevared bars with barstools for casual entertaining

DeckWright Decoerative Concrata
5168 Waterford Dr., (404) 729-9187
Dunswoody South metro araa
(770} 673-0072 Sew ad on page 33
Greater Atlanta
See ad on page 86 Devonshire Woodwerks
(770} 418-0424
Johns Craak, Suwanee
Sawg ad on page 43

Randy's Perennials
& Waler Gardens
Virlisal & 0 Sanepcae

for Peremimlials By
Whamla Wagsfie

= Crrarrgersy Gereent fenelustey Assioncizi fon

Gerand Award Witaer

170-822-0676
Jar WWESE Grogen S,

Liwrencevile Hwy, (Hwy .29) '
www.randysnursery.com 1"-"
15 years of helping yvou 1o grow!

WA NDMEImprovementimag..com

EARTH
PRODUCTS

Hante Homo Ireprovement M AY 2003 45

F}
M E

Samosar



S EAAL SN IR |

e o Frontoate.

Taking the Comfort of Indoars,
Outdoors

Fatio Furmiture

Swimming -Fools

Billiard Tables

Call us nowr at
7T70-942-030I
www.thepoolstoreonline.com

wWawW Nomaimprovamanimag, com

Lights and heat

Lighting crends include fashionable floor lamps with
water-and fade-resistans shades, recessed lighting, open-flame
gaslights chat reflect the charm of Charleston and mood-
mtl:ing dirnmer |'i|,:'|'|l::a.. Hq:l:l.u:e',' Solutions uses an astronomical
rime clock to regulate lighting operation.

Dutdoor heating can range from sophisticated heared floors
to stainless steel ourdoor heavers, much like those you see on
restanrant patios. T he cost of a heared foor will depend ona
'.';l.ru,"['..'nr' f.u;l:::q‘: im;!ud'mg thie size of the room o be heared.
A srainless sreel heater with enough output to heat up to a
15 foot medius will eost berween 5395 and 5495,

Regardless of how claborate your ourdoar space is,
reconnecting with nature can be a grear way to expand
your home's |:1.':r|g and entertainment afeas—anotr Lo

mention for you o relax and unwind, [
The Keystone Group Undercover Systems Inc,
Atkanta 741 Casteal Rd., Powder
[B00] 545-0754 Springs
(7700 426-6161 {770) 755-9008
MNatiamatide Greater Atlanta
Saw ad an page 57 See ad on page 30
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Tel: 770-427-0524

whtnw whitoaldandscapeco, com
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Kitchens, “Now," he continues, “you see extravagant flooring,
refrigeration, heating, fireplaces and lighting. It not just going out-
side, grilling 2 steak and bringing it back inside. You have the whole
experience outdoors.”

Sales of high-end grills (those $2,500 and more) are up 40 percent,
while gas grill sales are up just over 10 percent. Williams believes
that the biggest rrend in home kitchens will move from an after-
market addition to a pre-construction design element. The currem
interest in adding curdoor rooms has led new homebuyers to seek
homes that already include this feature.

For those whio still love wo cook ourdoors but pr-;-r;;-r more portable
cooking options, the Big Green Egg or the Flanop Grill by Evo (pic-
tured on nexe r:igq::l Ii".i:j::l'l.'l be excellent choices. The commercial
grade Flartop Grrill is made of stainless steel, the round solid-sreel
cooking surface atop a triangular base gives it a charmingly decep-
tive look of simplicity. [ts "-"LI'b:It1|II:'!| allows you ro cook directly on

Fimpl.m:u Company Johin Wieland Remodeling

2493 Canton Rd, Marietta Specialist

(T} 427-6635 2355 Log Cabin Drive, Smyrna

Greatar Atlanta (7700 703-2100, ext, 171

Seg ad on page 58 Southwest and North Atlanta
Sow ad on page 20

HADCO/Cabana Kitchens

325 Horizon Drive, Suwanoe Long Cane Group

(770)932-7282 {770} 998-2066

Greater Atlanta Buckhead and North Atlanta

See ad on page 119 Sma ad on page 55

What'’s the #| Reason to Build a
New Porch Thls Sun'lmufzr’-‘Ir

‘“‘m r 7 West Nile Virus!

FW« With over |5 years experience in home improvement
Let the experts help with your next
N window, hardi-plank, deck, porch, roof or door job.

Call for a free estimare: 388-HOMEPRO
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diminutive 9-and-a-half-inch grid {(cooking surface) Mini (5199); the
13-inch grid Small (5399); the 15-inch grid Medium ($599); and the
granddaddy of them all, an 18.25-inch grid Larpge (3799). A number
of accessories help eustomize the use of each Green Egg.
According to Williams, Florida and California have sold pre-con-
structed outdoor kitchens, or lanais, for years. Atlanta and the Mid-
west are beginning to sec the same trend a5 mew ideas in enclosures

Anc Nesting creane 'r".'i."'ﬂ“.ll'".t I«."".l['.l-"ﬂ-?r TS,

All fired up
Just as inside, a freplace often provides a dramaric tocal point
for ourdoor spaces. Ower the past two years, full-sized real wood-

burning or gas fireplaces began replacing the once-popular chiminea.
The choices range from 36-inch to 30-inch fireplaces with stone

&

“'é surrounds, to the feisty and unique firepot, or the simple and
E partable fire dishe

&

= North Georgia Land Services Dide World Gardens

= (770) 754-9811 & Sronework

= Greater Atlanta 50T Roswell 5t., Mariatta

N Sea ad on page 4 (7700 427-0200

E Greater Atlanta

2 Dasgiz Irrigation Systems, Inc See ad on page 28

g 4958 Wintars Chapel Rd,

2 Daoravilie Parr’s Furniture

o Greater Atlanta 3066 Lawrenceville Hwy. 29,
2 (7701 913-8033 Lawrencaville,

[ Sag ad o page 56 {TT0h923-3153 {cant.)

Frarlecwliatal Cotperiede.
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Custom design is our specialty.
The most standard fealures per set.

T

:—_-._,—-’Z’E,.s_,t ur_'.f_,:s,_ jf‘!l”;:f:_r:at

GARDEMNS TO LOVE

Playsats With Forts
Start At Just 5795
* FREE Site Evaluation

* FREE Dulivery & Inslallation
* Lifetime Waorranty
Designs * Wood Aoofs Standard

* Mow oflering Arsenic-Frea Fine

ZAD=5T0=F55 .- Sorecyorst NO o

omail: DreamtimeDesigns@aal com : & 404.603.09705
woww:. DreamtimeDesigns. net : www. gardenstolove.com
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| aPECIAL SECTION

Quality Name Brands
at Discount Prices

Family Owned & Operated Since 1984

Alpharetta * 770-664-6291
512 Horth Main 5L (Hwy %)
(& Minsdes Morth of Korth Point Mall)
Lilburn =770-923-3153 Buford = 678-482-8008
086 Lewranctville Hwy. 39 22? Peackires Industrial Bhed. IV Ever Bd)
(3 Minutes Exct of Geannett Place Mall) (s South of Frienckhip R, Exit B on 985)

wyww homaimproveamenimag. com

adding ambient lighting. *They're so much more beauriful than a
bright bulb sitting in your face,” Heeth says.

For a more rustic look, the Earthfire firepot (left) mighe be just
right. Much like the Big Green Egg smoker, the Earchfire is based
on the Asian Kamado design. The Earchfire is a fusion of art and
fumction. Mo two are the same because each one is completely hand-
made, numbered and signed with the artist’s insignia.

The Earthfire firepot i finished in the Japanese process of Raku
{“fire magic”), giving it a high-gloss crackled finish with some colaor
variation. Even the stand is made of hand-hammered weought iron.
It costs $1,90 for the wood-burning model and 52,200 for the gas/
propane model. Best of all, thar invesement ean outlast vour current
home because when you move, the Earthfire can go with you.

Earthfire owner Sharon Black notes, “outdoor fireplaces are
almost a necessity now. People love the warmth of a fire on coal,

Portis Buildirlg and Interiors Randy's Perennials

4681 Morth Shallowford Road, & Water Gardens

Atlanta 523 W. Crogan Street,

{770) 455-4319 Lewrenceville, (770] §22-0676
Greater Atlanta Greater Atlanta

See ad on page 58 Saw ad on page 43

Aandall Brothers Reszidential Construction

Spacialtios

Morcross, (T70) 368-DE46
Greater Atlanta

See ad on page 5

B85 Manatta Straet, Atlanta
[404) 89 2- 6666

Greater Atlarta

Sea ad on page 52
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The “Extras”

Entertainment

Gone are the days of muffled music behind closed docrs. The party
can flow in a ssemingly contiguous space from inside to owrside as home
entertainment systens take on the outdoors, Ourdoor rooms can now
be built to house and protect all of the equipment year round. While
the components remain “inside,” camouflaged speakers can be placed
throughour the yard and operated by remote control.

“Our products can't be seen, they're heard,” says Chiris Thomas, mar-
keting manager for Sensory Solurions, an audio/video design group that
installs all-weather speakers, and ourdoor video, sudio and ligheing. The
more unique methods of hiding speakers are placing them in speaker
rocks (left), gardens, hanging baskets or building them inside a stacked-

sone freplace,

| Southern Styles Remodeling Inc
B49 Pickens Industrial Dr. Sta. 11,
Mariatta

[770) 5%0-7899

Greater Aflanta

Sen ad on page 44

Splashtime Swimming Poals
{770) 266-B2E0

| Matro Atlanta
Sen ad on pago 36

Sunbalt Pools 'EE o
3596 Dakcliff Road, Atlanta wE
[¥0] £55-7770 26,
Graatar Atanta =g
Sew ad on page 55 % E
Th Red Haimnd “ S
11130 Stata Bridge Ad, Alpharetta §
(678)624-7733 o
Graatar Atlanta

Sew ad an page 33

Our work may
turn your home

Since 1985, expertly

outside in.

BREIGN | BUILED | RENGWATE

designed and
well-crafted renovations

and additions.

~ 770.452.8151
S THE BUILDING FIRM e thshailiiogfiei: com

wWWW . hicmeimpravementmag,. com
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