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EW HOMEBUYERS EVERY&HERE want the maost value |
for their money when purchasing what is likely the H O
|argest investment they will ever make, Most bay- 2
ers get caught up in the excitement of choosing DiSTRIBUTORS
color schemes and countertops but rarely conssder C
what happens after they move in. e
Energy bills arent sexy so they're not often pare of the buying
thought-process, A few environmeneally and savings-conscious The Best Kept Secret In Town!
buyers will look for an Enerpy Star rated home, which assures Chiarine, fourd in g water, Is absorbed ';1::-5:';:1.' ﬁ;ﬂ:l‘i_’m
then of 2 bare minimum energy-efficient home. But there's more ing. The resull Is dried out,
than just low-emission appliances that can add to your home’s e T e
efficiency and overall healch. which is ';-'z‘ dnr.'n::i_;]rcr
EarthCraft Howse, a joint green-building progeam of the Greater :'n;j-\.ir%?:lilrtﬁll Ew Il.'n-.:.-:
Adanea Homebuilders Association and the Southface Energy [n- to bottled wwlor for drink-
srinute, operates throughoue the greater metro Atlanta area. South- r
face is reot a groug of over-zealous environmentalisss; ratheritisa |
non-profit crganization that promotes the use of energy-cfficient, ||
|
|
|

irg. Meowr you can have te S
freshest, bealthiest water, not B9
just for drinkirg. buf for
ha1h|nq_ shoering, cooking
- w:l wakhiing. Our waber Irealrmesnt systemns provide the safet and
affordable, and accessible home and work environments. The S ireshest water Sor all your family’s needhs
Southface office is teself a study in efficiency and consesvation.

Built for the 1996 Olympics, EarthCraft House direceor, Jim:
Hackler, says that the office is 60 percent more energy-ctficient
dmamﬂmbmﬂ:mﬂmuﬂu&smmhrﬁgmmd
m&m&m&dwmmm&ﬁtﬁ but also extends to

When the program began in 1999 there were 40 EanthCraft
homes; today there are 700 with 1,000 more committed in the
coming year. Due to builder demand, the program was recently
adapted to include renovarions and currently has eight home reno-
vations in the pilor stage, Hackler says.
is anve builder thar helped push to make the EarthCraft program
applicable 1o renovarions. Seville brings an existing home up o
EarthCraft standards by implementing a whale house approach. f
mmmmﬁmﬂﬁﬂgiﬂd&mmmﬁ;ﬁ
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CALL OUR TEAM OF EXPIRTS TODAY, TO FIND CRUT
WHICH S¥YSTEM 15 BEST FOR YOUE FAMELY,

(770) 424-5550 (800) 955-6561

1720 Cumberlarsd Point Driﬂ:l Suibg 17, Marsetta, GA 0067
wwah2odistnbutors.com
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CAUTION

THE AIR INSIDE YOUR HOME MAY BE

TO YOUR FAMILY'S HEALTH

= 50% of illness is either caused or aggravated by indoor air pollution
{American College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology).

* Indoor air polltion is one of the top 5 risks to public health
{(Environmental Protection Agency).

= 50% of homes have problem molds
* Indoor air is 2 1o 5 and as much as 100 times

more polluted than outdoor air
{Environmental Protaction Agency).
= |n addition to air quality, 90% of the homes in Amearica
are 60% or loss energy efficient.

COMFORT SCAN
the MRI FOR THE HOME

* High Energy Bills
* Hot or Cold Rooms * Drafty Rooms

* Dusiy Air * Too Humid or Dry Air
* Noisy HeatingCooling System = Indoor Air Pollution

« Allergy or Asthma Aggravations

Now, a breakthrough in technology gives you the power of
a computerized diagnostic of the air you breath in your home.
Call today to qualify for a FREE survey.

FOR PEACE OF MIND
of the air you breathe.
770-454-7776
“One Call...One Company...
We've got you Covered.”

R.S. Andreluﬁ
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| abetrer resule and have less work to do in
| other areas of the house,” he soye. "[We also
[ use] high-cificiency barh fans, engincered

lurmber, high-efficiency windows, low [fume]
paint, high-effciency HVAC systems and
extra sealing of the ductwork."

To win EarthCraft House certibeation,
8 home must be built by an EarthCrafe
Builder adhering toa 150-poine raring scale.
A builder secking EarthCraft certification
must be a member of the Home Builders
Association, join the EarthCraft program
and complete a one-day training course.
Hackler says the homes are available ac all
price potnes, from Habitar for Humanicy
houses 1o $10 million mansions.

A builder earns poines in ench of 12 areas
that start from the ground up, mnging from
site planning to energy efficient strucoures
and appliances, o efficient use of design
and marerials, to homebuyer education.
With the recent notoriety of toxic modd,
perhaps one of the most important ancas
addressed is indoor air quality.

EarthCrafr's Hackler says ideally, no nisw-
by buile home should have mold problems.
All homes should be buile right—properly
seitled and ventilated—uo prevent moksture
buildup, the main cause of mold problems.
In the south, modsture is a particular con-
cern because of the humidity.

What many homeowners, and in fact
builders, don't realize is that in the ease of
air conditioning units, bigger ts not bet-
ter. There is a propensity here to insall
owersized units with the thoughe they will
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hght summer’s heat better. Not so, Hack-
ler explains. One-third the purpose of an
afc unit is b0 remonve moisture, not tocool,
An air conditioning unit waits until the
witter reservodr b full before it will drain
and blow cool air again, Hence, having a
pimit thae's Barper than vour hame requines
means your home is not cooling as effi-
ciently as it should.

The EarthCraft House program ensures
thar properly sized cooling units are in-
sralled. And in the case of a renovition,
units may sctually be downsized. A langer
hvma rn::l,'hipln' irsbo 2o, each with a
smaller unit os opposed o one large unir,

Jim Acdair, managing partner of Starcrafy
Compmunities and recent EarthCrafr grad-
are sclected the program as & continuing
education course to maintain his butlder’s
certification. Adair's pilor project will be
building his own EarthCraft home in the
Chastain Pack area. He agrees thara home
bl to EarthCrafr pressurizanion and ven-
tilation specihcations makes it difhculr for

medd to survive.

Unlike the visionany homes of che 1980s,
an EarthCraft home doesn't have haspe solar
panels disrupting the mofline and there’s
o field of windmills in the backyard gen-
erating power. The home docsnt have to

It’s what you
don’t see that
makes an
EarthCraft

house what it is.

lock like someching from che furure. "The
thing about an EarthCraft home,” Hackler
sys, s ' what you don't see that makes
it an EarthCraft howse”

W hiae a homebuyer gets inan EarthiCraft

House is an affordable, durable, healthier,
iquberer, more encrgy-elficient home. The
madest upfront cost difference (bess than 3
percent over the cost of a standard home)
is well worth che instant savings in energy
bills and improved health from becter air
quality.

Seville says the cost difference is a Linle
harder o determine for renovations be-
coause there are w0 many different types
of renowations, However, he estimanes
I!|1i.' :lJn.‘liImrL?ﬂ CORE [0 mEngc I.n'lm .1|!'n:i||t
¥ to 7 percent. "There are usually many
preen methods that vou can adkd on tha
take the house over and above the mini-
mum standard for EarthCraft, and many
homeownens rr.nrmilmg T amvest the cxrra
money to huve their howse clean, healthy
and efficiens,” he s

To learn more about how vou can own
an EarthCraft home or to become o cer-
wifted Exrrh(raft House builder, contacr
EarthCraft House ac {404) 8723549 or
visit wwweartherafthouse org. [
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WWW_ oM mprovemanimeg.com

“A satisfied chiam i our most valuable assat”

REMODELING AND
DESIGN\ BUILD SPECIALISTS

3930 Flowers Rd. Suite 510A Atlanta, GA 30360

Atimaty Home Improvament

‘Let us use our expedise o design
and build your ideas inlo
something that will truly enhance
your lifestyle.”

Call today for a free consuliation,

T70-455-1930 www. harbourtowne.net
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