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বিশ্বরূপে  বিশালাক্ষি  বিদ্যাং দেহি  নমোঽস্তু তে॥

কাগজে-কলমে বসন্ত এলেও ব্রিটেনে তার আসতে সময় লাগে। শীত রাণী
যেন সবে নিজের ঘর সাজিয়ে নিয়েছেন, আর তাঁ র অনুচরেরা—ছোট দিন,
দীর্ঘ রাত, বরফ, বৃষ্টি আর ব্ল্যাক আইস—চারদিকে রাজত্ব চালাচ্ছে। তবু
ফেব্রুয়ারি মাসে প্রথম কুঁ ড়ি ফোটা স্নোড্রপ আর ড্যাফোডিল আমাদের
বলে, "ফুল ফুটুক না ফুটুক, আজ বসন্ত।" তাপমাত্রা শূন্যের নিচে
থাকলেও, কিংবা তুষারপাতের পূর্বাভাস মিললেও, বসন্তের উষ্ণতার
ছোঁ য়া আমাদের মন ছুঁ য়েই যায়।

এমনই এক মুহূর্তে আমরা, ক্রয়ডন বেঙ্গলি কানেকশনের সদস্যরা, প্রস্তুতি
শুরু করেছি মা সরস্বতীর আরাধনার।

২০১২ সালে দক্ষিণ লন্ডনের ক্রয়ডন এলাকায় কয়েকজন উদ্যমী
বাঙালির উদ্যোগে প্রতিষ্ঠিত হয় ক্রয়ডন বেঙ্গলি কানেকশন। সেই বছরই
আমাদের প্রথম সরস্বতী পূজা। তারপর থেকে প্রতি বছর আমরা নিষ্ঠার
সঙ্গে পূজার আয়োজন করে আসছি। এমনকি ২০২১ সালে, যখন গোটা
বিশ্ব কোভিডের প্রভাবে স্তব্ধ, তখনো আমরা থেমে থাকিনি। প্রযুক্তির
মাধ্যমে ভার্চুয়াল পূজা এবং সাংস্কৃ তিক অনুষ্ঠান চালিয়ে গিয়েছি।

এ বছর, আমরা ১8তম সরস্বতী পূজা উদযাপন করছি। একে আমরা
হাস্যরসে বলি, পূজা এখন টিনএজ বয়সে পা রাখল। পূজার প্রস্তুতি শুরু
হয়েছে অনেক মাস আগে। নিয়মিত মিটিং, আলোচনা আর পরিশ্রমের
ফসল আমাদের এই অনুষ্ঠান। তবে মুদ্রাস্ফীতি এবং দ্রব্যমূল্যের
ঊর্ধ্বগতির কারণে এ বছর চ্যালেঞ্জ অনেক বড়। তবুও, আমাদের বিশ্বাস,
সকলের ঐকান্তিক প্রচেষ্টা আর শুভানুধ্যায়ীদের অকৃপণ সমর্থনে আমরা
আবার সফলভাবে পূজার আয়োজন করতে পারব।

১ম ফেব্রুয়ারি , ক্রয়ডনের সেলসডন কমিউনিটি হল সেজে উঠবে সরস্বতী
পূজার রঙে। দেশ থেকে আনা চাঁ দমালা, কাগজের শিকল, আর টিস্যু
পেপারের ফু লে পূজা প্রাঙ্গণ পাবে এক নিজস্ব সৌন্দর্য। ছোটদের
কোলাহলে মুখরিত পরিবেশ আমাদের স্মরণ করিয়ে দেবে বাংলার সেই
বসন্ত উৎসব।

সরস্বতী পূজা কেবল একটি ধর্মীয় অনুষ্ঠান নয়, এটি আমাদের শিকড়,
ঐতিহ্য, এবং সংস্কৃতির সঙ্গে গভীর সংযোগ। এটি আমাদের একত্র করে,
আমাদের পরিচয়কে আরও দৃঢ় করে।

এই বছর আমরা সবাই মিলে স্মৃতিচারণ করব শৈশবের সরস্বতী পূজার
দিনগুলোর। হাড়কাঁ পানো ঠান্ডায় গায়ে হলুদ মেখে, হলুদ শাড়ি পরে, অঙ্ক
বই মায়ের চরণে রেখে অঞ্জলি দেওয়ার সেই দিনগুলো আজও আমাদের
মনে রয়ে গেছে। স্কুলের পুজোর খিচুড়ি, বেগুনি আর পায়েসের স্মৃতি যেন
চিরন্তন।

পরিবর্তন সময়ের সঙ্গী, তবু ঐতিহ্যের প্রতি আমাদের ভালোবাসা অটুট।
তাই এই বসন্তে আমরা সবাই মিলে আবার একত্র হব নতুন উদ্যমে, নতুন
আশায়।

মা সরস্বতীর আশীর্বাদে সবার জীবনে আসুক জ্ঞান, আনন্দ, এবং
সাফল্য।

সম্পাদকীয়
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সরস্বতী পুজোর প্রাণশক্তি বরাবরই আমাদের কচিকাঁ চারা। ১8 বছর
আগে যখন এই পুজো শুরু হয়, তখন এদের কেউ কেউ ছিল অনাগত,
কেউ সবে টলোমলো পায়ে হাঁ টতে শিখেছে, আবার কেউবা প্রাথমিক
বিদ্যালয়ে পা রেখেছে। আজ তারা সবাই সেকেন্ডারি স্কুলে, আর
কয়েকজন বিশ্ববিদ্যালয়ের দোরগোড়ায়। পড়াশোনার পাশাপাশি
খেলাধুলা, সংগীত ও অন্যান্য সৃজনশীল কর্মকাণ্ডে এরা সমান দক্ষ।
পুজোর এক মাস আগে থেকেই শুরু হয় সাংস্কৃ তিক অনুষ্ঠানের মহড়া।
শনিবার ও রবিবার সন্ধ্যাগুলো এদের কলরবে মুখর হয়ে ওঠে। পুজোর
দিন কুইজ শো পরিচালনা, দর্শনার্থীদের অভ্যর্থনা, চাঁ দা সংগ্রহ এবং
সাংস্কৃ তিক অনুষ্ঠানের দায়িত্ব সামলাতে এদের ভূমিকা অপরিসীম। এই
প্রবাসের মাটিতেও এরা বাংলায় কথা বলে, বাংলায় ভাবনা বিনিময়
করে এবং নিজেদের শিকড়কে গভীরভাবে আঁকড়ে ধরে।

 ক্রয়ডন বেঙ্গলি কানেকশন (CBC) সারা বছর জুড়ে নানা সাংস্কৃ তিক ও
সমাজসেবামূলক কর্মকাণ্ডে অংশগ্রহণ করে। কালীপুজো ও সরস্বতী
পুজোর পাশাপাশি প্রতিবছর পয়লা বৈশাখ এবং বিজয়া দশমী
উদযাপন করা হয়। এছাড়া, স্থানীয় ও আন্তর্জাতিক চ্যারিটি ফান্ড
রেইজিং-এ আমাদের সক্রিয় অংশগ্রহণ সমাজের প্রতি দায়িত্ব
পালনের একটি উজ্জ্বল উদাহরণ।

আমরা কৃতজ্ঞ ক্রয়ডনের মাননীয় মেয়র এবং স্থানীয় কাউন্সিলরদের
প্রতি, যারা প্রতিবছর আমাদের পুজোয় অংশগ্রহণ করে আমাদের
সংস্কৃতি এবং ঐতিহ্যের প্রশংসা করেন। জাতি, ধর্ম, বর্ণ নির্বিশেষে
সকলের অংশগ্রহণে এই পুজো হয়ে ওঠে প্রকৃত অর্থে সার্বজনীন।

যদিও ক্যালেন্ডারের হিসাবে বসন্ত এসেছে, তবু পৃথিবীর নানা প্রান্তে
মানুষ আজও অন্ধকারে আবদ্ধ। যুদ্ধ, সংঘাত, এবং বৈষম্যের কারণে
লক্ষ লক্ষ মানুষের জীবন বিপন্ন। ইউক্রেন-রাশিয়া যুদ্ধ, রাজনৈতিক
সংঘাত এবং অসংখ্য দ্বন্দ্ব পৃথিবীকে শান্তি থেকে দূরে সরিয়ে রাখছে।
আমাদের প্রার্থনা, মা সরস্বতী যেন সকলকে সুবুদ্ধি দেন। যুদ্ধের
অভিশাপ থেকে মুক্ত হয়ে যেন প্রতিটি শিশু নিরাপদ পরিবেশে বড় হয়,
এবং মানবজাতি শান্তি, জ্ঞান এবং সমৃদ্ধির পথে এগিয়ে যেতে পারে।

 আমরা ধন্যবাদ জানাই আমাদের সকল শুভানুধ্যায়ী এবং
স্পন্সরদের, যাদের সহায়তায় আমাদের এই যাত্রা অব্যাহত রয়েছে।
আপনাদের সমর্থন ভবিষ্যতেও আমাদের পাশে থাকবে বলে আমরা
আশাবাদী।

ক্রয়ডন বেঙ্গলি কানেকশনের পক্ষ থেকে আপনাদের সবাইকে জানাই
আন্তরিক শুভেচ্ছা।

শুভ সরস্বতী পুজো!  সকলে ভালো থাকুন।
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Editorial
The continuous growth of knowledge reflects not
only humanity’s innate curiosity and drive for
innovation but also the profound
interconnectedness of progress across generations
and cultures.

It is no surprise that both Indian society and the
global community hold learning in such high
regard. Saraswati Puja is a celebration of
knowledge, transcending barriers of religion,
nationality, and culture. It serves as a powerful
reminder that the pursuit of learning is an enduring
force for positive change, shaping both our societies
and the world we live in.

The Croydon Bengali Connection (CBC) family
thrives on dedication and collective effort. Our
celebration of Saraswati Puja and our reverence for
Ma Saraswati, the Goddess of Wisdom, would not
be possible without the generous support of our
volunteers, sponsors, and patrons. By embracing
and preserving our cultural heritage, we deepen
our connection to our roots, instilling a sense of
pride and resilience that guides both ourselves and
future generations.

Our culture is a rich tapestry of shared traditions,
values, and experiences, serving as a timeless
source of inspiration. It gives us a profound sense of
belonging and ties us to something larger than
ourselves—a collective identity that strengthens
and unites us.

This year, CBC proudly celebrates the 14th
anniversary of Saraswati Puja. Our community
continues to grow, with new members joining us
and new traditions taking shape each year. With
every Puja, we experience greater joy, laughter,
and love, reaffirming our commitment to nurturing
our cultural legacy.

As we celebrate this festival, we hope Saraswati
Puja brings knowledge, prosperity, and blessings
into your life. May Ma Saraswati bestow upon you
and your family wisdom, happiness, love, and
warmth.

Happy Saraswati Puja to you and your loved ones!

May the blessings of Goddess Saraswati fill your
life with knowledge, wisdom, and creativity!

Spring has finally arrived—a season of renewal
and boundless optimism. It marks the start of new
life, as plants sprout and flowers bloom,
embodying transformation and positivity. We
embrace this vibrant season by celebrating
Saraswati Puja, or Basant Panchami, honoring Ma
Saraswati, the Hindu goddess of wisdom and
knowledge.

In the modern world, knowledge is not only a
source of personal growth but also the engine of
innovation, economic progress, and solutions to
global challenges. A commitment to lifelong
learning is essential for individuals and societies to
flourish in the fast-evolving landscape of the 21st
century. This belief lies at the heart of this sacred
festival.

The pursuit of knowledge has always been central
to human progress, driven by curiosity,
observation, experimentation, and collaboration. It
has unlocked mysteries from the microscopic to the
cosmic. Over centuries, humanity’s understanding
has grown exponentially. The Scientific Revolution
of the 17th century introduced a methodical
approach to exploring the natural world, leading
to breakthroughs in diverse fields such as physics,
biology, and medicine. The Enlightenment of the
18th century fostered reason, critical thinking, and
a culture of discovery, while the Industrial
Revolution redefined societies through
technological innovation. The rapid advancements
of the 19th and 20th centuries, from Darwin’s
evolution to Einstein’s relativity, laid the
foundation for modern science. The digital
revolution of the late 20th century democratized
knowledge, enabling global access like never
before.

Today, humanity’s collective knowledge
encompasses diverse fields like genetics, artificial
intelligence, space exploration, and environmental
science. Each new discovery sparks hope and
reminds us that the journey of learning is unending
—paving the way for a brighter, more enlightened
future.
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As Civic Mayor of Croydon, I extend my heartiest congratulations to Croydon
Bengali Connection as they celebrate their 14th successive year of Saraswati
Puja.

I am delighted to convey my message for their Souvenir ‘BenuBeena: Tuning
Together’ being published on this occasion and distributed to all the guests. This
festival is celebrated by Indians as Basant Panchami or Saraswati Puja to offer
their humble prayers to the Goddess of Learning and Wisdom. I too hope and
pray that such occasions evoke goodness among individuals, helps the wider
community to embrace the path of knowledge, learning, education to stay in the
path of righteousness and truth.

CBC has worked effortlessly towards the Indian community enriching and
empowering young generations with the Bengali culture and heritage so that
along with staying connected to the roots they also learn to value other cultures
equally. Such an event and festival provide us opportunity to meet and greet
community members of all ages, cultural diversities under one roof and provides
a platform for our children to showcase their talents.

I share Croydon Council’s and the Local Government’s good wishes for this event
and cannot wait to see the inclusivity and tradition in the festival. I once again
commend our community’s pride for Croydon Bengali Connection as they
continue with their noble work and grow leaps and bounds, making a mark with
every passing year for striving to infuse culture into the local community and
bringing people together through faith and tradition.

A Message from The Worshipful The Civic Mayor of
Croydon, Councillor Kola Agboola

Croydon Bengali Connection

The Worshipful The Civic Mayor of Croydon, Councillor Kola Agboola
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The Four Seasons

There are four different seasons,
Each famous for special reasons,

All of them are so cool,
But which one is the best of them all?

Spring is full of colour and love,
The sky is blue when you look above,

Children playing outdoors with their sisters and brothers,
Surely this is the season that beats all the others?

Summer is known for its golden sun,
You can play outdoors and have lots of fun,

Slurping cold drinks, going to the beach,
This is the season that brings fun for us each

Autumn is calm, a plethora of leaves,
Warm weather and bare trees,

Many argue this is better than the rest,
But really, is this the season that is the best?

Winter is exciting and joy is here,
It is the season that brings good fun and cheer,
Warm fireplaces and a colourful Christmas tree,

While carol singers sing together in harmony

All the seasons are great and bring about a lot of fun,
Whether it is the winter snow or the warm summer sun,

The colours of spring or the autumn run,
But can you tell me which season is the best, which one?
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Poems

- by Rianna Pathak (10 Years)
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Up Above in the Canopy 

Up above in the fantastic canopy,
Where nobody can see,

Soar the birds waiting to eat the most delicious fruit that can ever be

Up above in the fantastic canopy,
Where nobody can see,

I can hear birds chirping happily,
I can feel the lovely leopards hiding silently ,SHHH!

Up above in the fantastic canopy,
Where nobody can see,

I can smell the bright flowers,
And it’s mesmerising me

Up above in the fantastic canopy,
Where nobody can see,

I can feel the rough bark of the rainforest tree
I can feel the leaves under my feet as I walk joyfully!    

- by Nilanshi Dey (8 Years)
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- by Debarun Deb (15 years) & Arundhati Paul

- by Suhavi Sinha (8 years)
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- by Abhigya Chetana



One of the most surprising aspects of the expedition was the sense of camaraderie that developed between the members of my
group. We had all come from diverse backgrounds, with different strengths and weaknesses, but the shared experience of
navigating the wilderness together created an understanding between us. We took turns leading the group, made sure no one was
left behind, and encouraged each other when we hit a tough patch. At times, the trail seemed endless, and there were moments
when I wanted to give up, but the support of my team kept me going.

When we finally reached our campsite, the exhaustion was real, but there was also a sense of pride. We had managed to navigate
through the challenging terrain, and now we had to set up camp. I had never pitched a tent before, and I was amazed at how
quickly I learned to set it up and create a makeshift kitchen to cook our meals. After some relaxation we went to explore our
campsite and found a playground next to a river. After playing at the playground for a while, the tiredness hit us. As we went
back to our tents, we noticed our managers were roasting marshmallows! They were delicious. One of my teammates brought hot
chocolate and biscuits so before bed we all had a cup of hot chocolates and biscuits. Before going to sleep, our team and another
team went inside one tent and played some rounds of UNO. It was so much fun.

The next day brought new challenges. The weather turned colder, and we had to hike through heavy rain, which made navigation
even more difficult. We had to rely heavily on our training, as the visibility was limited, and the trail was often unclear. There
were times when we doubted ourselves, but we pushed through, trusting the skills we had. By the time we reached the finish line,
my legs were sore, my feet were aching, but the sense of accomplishment was amazing. We had done it. We had completed our
first DofE expedition.

smartphones and GPS, so the concept of relying solely on traditional methods was intimidating. However, as I began practicing, I
gained confidence, and soon, I was able to navigate a small route near my home with relative ease.
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My first Duke of Edinburgh experience
Embarking on my first Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) expedition was an exciting, nerve-wracking and a rewarding
experience. I had always heard about the DofE award as a challenging but valuable adventure, but I didn't realize
just how much it would push me out of my  zone and teach me about myself, others, and the world around me.
The DofE journey begins with preparation, and for me, that was where the challenge started. The first task was
the training session. My group and I learnt how to navigate using maps and compasses, how to cook outdoors,
how to pack light but efficiently for a multi-day expedition, and the essential skills of teamwork  and
communication as well as key life skills. At first, the skills felt overwhelming and daunting, especially the idea of
navigating in the wilderness with nothing but a map and a compass.  I was used to the convenience of 

Once the preparation was done, it was time for the expedition itself. The day we set
out, I felt a mix of excitement and anxiety. The weather was unpredictable, and I
wasn’t sure how my body would manage the physical exertion. My group and I set off
with our heavy backpacks, filled with food, sleeping bags, tents, and all the gear we
would need to survive for the next two days. The first few hours were tough; my
shoulders were sore from the weight of my pack, and the path was steeper than I had
imagined. But as we moved forward, the initial discomfort faded into the background
as I focused on the journey ahead.

- by Atreyee Debroy (14 years)
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Looking back on that experience, I realize how much I gained from it. DofE taught me more than
just how to navigate a map or pitch a tent. It taught me about resilience, problem-solving, and
teamwork. It showed me how to face challenges head-on and how to keep  moving forward, even
when things seem difficult. It also helped me build my confidence and independence. I learned
how capable I really am, and that I can manage much more than I initially thought.

In addition, I discovered a new appreciation for the outdoors. While we were hiking, I found
myself captivated by the beauty of nature—the towering trees, the clear blue sky, the sound of

smartphones and GPS, so the

birds chirping in the distance. It was a reminder of how important it is to disconnect from the hustle and bustle of everyday life
and take time to appreciate the world around us Completing my first DofE expedition was a formative experience that shaped my
understanding of both myself and the world. It wasn’t easy, but it was incredibly rewarding. I came out of it with a new sense of
confidence and a deep appreciation for teamwork, perseverance, and the beauty of nature. DofE may have started as a challenge,
but it ended up being one of the most memorable and valuable experiences of my life, one that I will carry with me as I continue to
grow and face new challenges.



Glimpse of CBC Events
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Arts by Rajanya Ghosh (6 years)
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by Nilaksh Dey (13 years)
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by Atreyee Debroy (14 years) by Aharshi Debroy (7 years)
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Types of Fuel
There are various types of fuels available in the world today. Primarily there are three types of fuel based
on their natural properties which are Solid fuels, Liquid fuels, and Gaseous fuels.

Solid fuel refers to distinct types of solid material that are used as fuel to produce energy and provide
heating, usually released through combustion. Solid fuels include wood, charcoal, peat, coal, and pellets
made from wood, corn, wheat, rye, and other grains. Liquid fuels are combustible or energy-generating
molecules that can be harnessed to create mechanical energy, usually producing kinetic energy. Most liquid
fuels in widespread use are derived from the fossilized remains of dead plants and animals by exposure to
heat and pressure inside the Earth crust. There are several types, such as hydrogen fuel (for automotive
uses), ethanol, jet fuel and biodiesel, which are all categorized as liquid fuels. Fuel gas is any one of several
fuels that are gaseous under ordinary conditions. Fuel gases often consist of hydrocarbons (such as methane
or propane), hydrogen, carbon monoxide, or combinations of these components. Examples of fuel gases
include hydrogen, propane, methane, coal gas, water gas, blast furnace gas, coke oven gas, and CNG.

Fossil Fuel Cars

Fossil fuels contain high percentages of carbon and include coal,
petroleum, and natural gas. They range from volatile materials with low
carbon to hydrogen ratios like methane, to liquid petroleum to non-
volatile materials composed of almost pure carbon, like anthracite coal.
Fossil fuels are non-renewable as they take millions of years to form and
are used faster than they are created. So, we must conserve these fuels
and use them judiciously. The production and use of fossil fuels raise
environmental concerns. A global movement toward the generation of
renewable energy is therefore under way to help meet increased energy
needs. Rudolph Diesel invented the diesel engine, which utilizes diesel fuel
to generate electricity. A Scottish chemist named James Young discovered
petrol in 1847. Petrol is a flammable yellowish liquid that powers engines
in vehicles like speedboats, cars, buses, and motorcycles.

Future Fuels
Cars of modern days uses alternate forms of fuel which are more environmentally
friendly. The alternate forms of fuel include Electrical, Hybrid (electrical and
petrol) and Hydrogen. Hybrid Hybrid cars use both a petrol or diesel engine and an
electric motor, so they use less fuel than a traditional car.  The electrical motor
helps the car run more smoothly and the cars produce less Carbon Dioxide emissions
than petrol or diesel cars. They have lower running costs, saving money over time.

Electricity
Petrol and diesel cars are not environmentally friendly as they release
carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, which contributes to global warming. As
a result of this we started using electrical fuels. This is a much more
environmentally friendly way of creating and using energy. Electricity is
the future of fuels and is already used globally. 

Hydrogen
Henry Cavendish and Sir William Robert Grove were the inventors of
Hydrogen fuel. Hydrogen is a cleaner source of energy that can be used to
power vehicles, generate electricity and heat homes. Hydrogen fuel cars
produce zero emissions, have higher energy efficiency, and allow for quick
refuelling compared to petrol or diesel cars. Hydrogen can be produced
from renewable sources like solar and wind at lower operational and
maintenance
costs. 

by Aharshi Debroy (7 years)
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- by Jaya Deb

- by Nilaksh Dey
(13 Years)

LITTLE INDIA TOOTING



raj.buildersuk@yahoo.com

+44 (0)75777 27471

Plastering, Tiling, Flooring, Painting
& Decorating

UPVC Doors, Windows
Installation

Fitted Kitchen and Bathrooms

Range of  services we cover:

Full Refursbishments, Extensions to
Turnkey development projects

Electrical Installation & Testing

Patio, Decking and Garden
landscaping

Garage Conversions

Roof repairs & Loft conversions

6 Fairlands Avenue
Thornton Heath, CR7 6HA
Company number: 12630030

All work is carried out by experienced, Time served, Local tradesmen and is
guaranteed. 

Please contact us below to discuss any aspect of your build and/or property
service requirement, or if you require a free no obligation quote.

Heating & Plumbing

General Maintenance

+44 (0)75777 27471




