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The éacra@enéf Baptism
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The Sacrarn
of Baptism:

A Divine Initiation

Rev. Fr Aji Varghese + 1
St.Paul &St. Peter Syro Malankara 0
Catholic Church, Niagara Region

he sacrament of Baptism is
a profound and meaningful
rite of passage that signifies
the beginning of a believer's

Christian life. This holy sacro- , po v 7
ment is rooted in sacred scrip-  Through the aet of Baptism, one is

tures and Church traditions and  cleansed of original sin and reborn
represents Q profound Spirituol into a new I|f6 in Christ. This transfor-

journellj that brings the Ffaith- mation is more than jUSt Sl,meO|iC; it
ful in alignment with the life, represents a powerful and significant

deqth' and resurrection of Jesus chQngG that brings bGIiGVGrS C|OSGI’ to
Christ, encapsulating the very our lord and strengthens their connec-

essence of Christian existence.  tion with Him. As such, Baptism is a
source of hope and renewal, providing

aemlallse’ e’ 2024 09
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faithful wit 'fr‘c»:gﬁ start and a
renewed sense of purpose.
Moreover, Baptism is not just a
one-time event, but a journey
that lasts a lifetime. It is the First
step on a transformative path that
leads to a deeper understanding
of faith and a more profound
connection with our lord. As be-
lievers grow in their faith, they
are empowered to make a
positive impact on the world and
to live a life that reflects God's
love and compassion.
Baptism is a sacrament of great
significance.
Baptism was instituted by Christ
and is essential for salvation. It

aedlaflsesy’ enw 2024

yace, cleansing the
bapsized of original
and personal sins
and uniting them
with the Church as
part of the Body of
Christ. This grace is
viewed as a trans-
formative force that
aligns the baptized
with the life, death,
and resurrection of
Jesus Christ (CCC
1213, 1279). Baop-
tism is a sacrament
that carries immense
spiritual significance

and grace. It serves as aq
gateway to other sacro-

ments and is essential for salvation,
as it frees individuals from their sins
and grants them rebirth as children
of God. With an indelible character,
believers are incorporated into the
Church, becoming part of the body
of Christ and heirs to divine promise.
Beyond personal transformation,
baptism also integrates individuals
into the communal life of the faith-
ful, allowing them to share in sac-
raments and communal prayer. The
waters of baptism not only cleanse,
but also regenerate and sanctify,
creating new creations in Christ.



Infant baptism

With the aim of freeing newborns
from original sin and introducing
them to the Christian way of

life from an early stage, Catholic
church continues the practice of
infant baptism. The Church
emphasizes the significance of
baptism taking place soon after
birth, as it ensures that children
are welcomed as members of the
Church and are bestowed with di-

vine grace from the very start
(CCC 1250).

The Significance and Nature of
Baptism

Baptism is a sacred sacrament
that leaves an enduring spiritual
imprint on the soul of the recipi-
ent, dedicating them for Christian
worship. It transforms the individ-
val into a new being, a beloved
child of God, who shares in the
divine essence and is destined
for eternal life. This spiritual char-
acter symbolizes an everlasting
bond with Jesus and the Church
(CCC 1272-1274).

The Importance of Baptism

In the Catholic faith, baptism is
not merely a personal prefer-
ence, but a crucial step towards
salvation. As directed by Christ

aedlallses’ e’ 2024

and taught by the Church, baptism is
viewed as the means by which the
grace of salvation is bestowed upon
us. It represents the sacramental ini-
tiation into the Christian way of life,
and is deemed an integral compo-
nent of our salvation journey. This
highlights the pressing need and
significance of this sacrament in our
spiritual growth (CCC 1257).

The faith and Baptism

The Catholic Church recognizes the
importance of both faith and bap-
tism, with the latter being a sacra-
ment that is embraced for infants as
well as adults. The community of be-
lievers, including parents and god-
parents, play a crucial role in profess-
ing their faith on behalf of the child,
which is essential to the validity of
the sacrament. This commitment to
nurturing the spiritual journey of the
baptized underscores the integral

role of the community in the Catholic
Church (CCC 1253-1255).

Baptism and Old Testament

The Old Testament contains several
narratives that foreshadow the im-
portance of baptism. These stories
represent purification and new be-
ginnings, such as the crossing of the
Red Sea by the Israelites under Mo-
ses’ leadership. This event symboliz-
es the liberating power of baptism,



just as the Israelites were freed
from €gyptian bondage. Baptism
also marks the transition from slav-
ery to freedom, from death to life.
In addition, the passage through
the Jordan River by Joshua and the
Israelites prefigures baptism and
represents entry into the promised
land and eternal life for Christians.

Baptism in the New Testament

In the New Testament, Jesus Christ
directly instituted and commanded
baptism as a crucial aspect of the
faith journey. After His own bap-
tism in the River Jordan by John
the Baptist, Jesus emphasized
the importance of baptism to His
disciples. In Matthew 28:19, He
instructed them to "Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit,” underlining the pivotal
role baptism plays in the Christian
mission.

The apostle Paul further expounds
on the profound theological signif-
icance of baptism in Romans 6:3-4,
explaining that through baptism,
believers are "baptized into Christ
Jesus” and "buried with him...so
that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead...we too might walk in

newness of life.” This passage un-
derscores the essence of baptism

B S 2024

as a symbol of spiritual rebirth and
renewal, representing a death to
sin and a resurrection to a new life
in Christ.

Baptism and the word of God

The significance of Baptism and its
connection to the Word of God can-
not be understated, as it serves a
vital role in the enlightenment and
transformation of its candidates.
As stated in the Catholic Church's
Catechism, the proclamation of the
Word of God is essential in the cel-
ebration of Baptism. It serves to
illuminate the candidates and con-
gregation with the revealed truth,
eliciting a response of faith that is
inseparable from the sacrament it-
self. Additionally, Baptism is
referred to as a "bath of water,”
in which the "imperishable seed”
of the Word of God has a lifegiv-
ing effect. This emphasizes the
sacrament’'s ability to regenerate
through the divine Word. The
transformation that occurs during
Baptism is further described as an
“enlightenment,” as those who re-
ceive catechetical instruction be-
come “enlightened” in their un-
derstanding. The person being
baptized becomes a "child of light,”
and in fact, becomes "light” itself.
These passages underscore the
profound connection between the
Word and water in Baptism, mak-



ing it a moment of both spiritual
purification and profound enlight-
enment.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in
Baptism

During the sacrament of Baptism,
the anointing with the Holy Spirit
is a significant moment that

represents the conferral of the Holy
Spirit’s sanctifying grace upon the
baptized. The anointing with sa-
cred chrism, which is perfumed oil
consecrated by the bishop, sym-
bolizes the qift of the Holy Spirit
to the newly baptized. As stated
in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, this anointing marks the
baptized as a Christian, one who
is "anointed” by the Holy Spirit
and incorporated into Christ as
an anointed priest, prophet, .

king (CCC 1241). Th.i.é

val is an
essential part of
the baptismal rite,
signifying that the
Christian belongs
to Christ qndzho
been I8

The Sacrament of Baptism

endowed with the Holy Spirit to ful-
fill their calling as a member of the
priestly, prophetic, and royal people
of God.

The Role of Parents & God parents

The sacrament of Baptism is a signif-
icant event in the life of a Christian,
and the roles of parents

and godparents are crucial. They are
not merely ceremonial participants,
but rather are entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of guiding the spiritual
development of the baptized, par-
ticularly infants. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church emphasizes the
importance of this role, stating that
the help of parents and the godfa-
ther and godmother is vital for the
grace of B&ptism to unfold (CCC
1255) Q
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This is not just o p@ilege, but a
serious ecclesighfunction that plac-
es godparents at the forefront of
nurturing the sacramental life ini-
tiated at Baptism. They are en-
trusted with ensuring that the bap-
tized are raised in the faith, which
is central to the Church’s mission.
In today’s Church, one of the chal-
lenges we face is the presence of
non-evangelized baptized Chris-
tians in our communities. This high-
lights the critical role that parents,
godparents, and the wider commu-
nity play in shaping the faith life
of the baptized. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church emphasizes the
responsibility of parents and god-
parents in ensuring that the bap-
tized are brought up in the Faith
(CCC 1255). This task is essential
in helping those who have been
baptized but not fully evangelized
to grow in their understanding of
Christianity and actively partic-
ipate in the life and mission of
the Church. The involvement of the

OO0 2024

providing suppow and
ties for deepe; enggge
the faith, creating a robust spiritual
environment that encourages con-
tinual growth and participation.

The liturgy of the Baptism

The Lliturgical Celebration of Bap-
tism is a rich and symbolic rite,
designed to deepen the faithful's
understanding of the profound spir-
itual realities of this first sacrament
of initiation. From the renunciation
of sin and the profession of faith
to the invocation of the Holy Spir-
it over the baptismal waters to
each element of the baptismal lit-
urqy is carefully crafted to convey
the transformative power of this
sacred ritual. As described in the
CCC, through baptism, we are freed
from sin and reborn as sons of God,
becoming members of Christ and
sharing in the Church's mission. This
powerful statement highlights the
transformative nature of this sacra-
ment, welcoming believers into the




The Sacrament of Baptism

fullness of the Church’s life. the seeds of faith planted at Bap-
To summarize, Baptism is a fun- tism flourish into a robust and dy-
damental aspect of the Christiaon namic Christian witness. Baptism is
faith and serves as the primary not just an individual declaration of
initiation into the Church. It spir- faith but a communal celebration of
itually renewsgbelievers, marking rebirth and a reaffirmation of the
Church’s commitment to™

é
them

as fol-
lowers

of Christ
and welcoming

them into the communal | evangelize,
life of the faithful. This sanctify, and guide the
sacred rite not only washes faithful towards eternal life with

away sins but also empowers God. Through this profound sacrament,
the baptized to walk in the the Church renews its dedication to the
light of Christ. The Church, in- teachings of Christ, echoing His call to
cluding make disciples of all nations and bring
parents, godparents, and the light of the Gospel to every corner

the wider community, have  ©of the world
a significant role in nurturing
this new life, ensuring that
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@moemgs» It is an illusion to think
that more comfort means more hap-
piness. Happi- ness comes of the ca-
pacity to think freely, to feel deeply,

to enjoy simply and to be needed.
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Serah Ann Riju
Grade : 5

Sacred Heart Syro-Malankara Catholic Mission Nottingham
Region of the United Kingdom

GOD TAUGHT US TO GIVE AND FORGIVE,

GOD TAUGHT US TO LOVE AS HE LOVE’S US FROM ABOVE,

GOD TAUGHT US TO CARE AND PLAY FAIR,

GOD TAUGHT US TO PRAY EVERY DAY,

THE DISCIPLES CALLED HIM TEACHER SO WHY DON’T WE TOO?
LET’S FOLLOW HIS TEACHINGS RATHER THAN DOING OTHER THINGS

FOLLOW THEM AND MAKE A VOW TO GROW CLOSER TO GOD,

THIS MOMENT WILL NOT ONLY BE THE SUCCESS FOR HUMANKINDS,
BUT ALSO, THE MOMENTS THAT MAKE US HUMANS KIND.

SO DON’T GO LOW AND SAY NO , BUT FOLLOW GOD’S TEACHINGS
AND IT WILL TEACH YOU EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW .
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Johanna Laiju John
Grade:7 :

Sacred Heart Syro-Malankara Catholic
Mission, Nottingham
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Thiruvananthapuram

Rt. Rev. Msgr. C.T. Kuruvila

Rev. Fr. Xavier Njayappallil

Rev. fr. Varghese €dathil

Rev. Fr. Mathew Kalayil

Rev. Fr. Mathew €lanjickal

Rev. Fr. Kurian €lanjimattom

Rev. Fr. Joshua Thekkecharuvil (Kumbazha)
Rev. fFr. Joseph Palathumthalackal

Rev. fr. Joseph Mathew Chalkadavil

Rev. Fr. John Konniyoor

Rev. fr. Gevarghese Kilannamannil

Rev. fr. Geevarghese Huttiyil (Kattanam)
Rev. Fr. Abraham Valuparampil

22-05-1997
19-05-1998
03-05-1996
16-05-2006
20-05-2002
01-05-1982
21-05-19853
13-05-1949
18-05-1985
04-05-2009
24-05-1935
16-05-1966
29-05-2005

Pathanmthitta

Rev. fFr. Philipose Nadamala

Bathery
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REV. FR. THOMAS MANALEL

REV. FR. PHILIP CHACKALAMURIYIL
REV. FR. KURIAN KUZHIMURIYIL
REV. FR. GEORGE VAZHAYIL

1987-05-04
1993-05-20
1998-05-03
2014-05-21

Triruvalla

Rt. Rev. John Melamparampil Remban
Rev. Fr. Zacharias Kumblakkunnel

Rev. Fr. P. M. Abraham Puthenpeedikayil
Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Thalichira

Rev. Fr. John Kunnath

Rev. Fr. Jacob Vazhuthalakatt

Rev. fr. George Panakezhaom

Rev. Fr. Abraham HKalakkudi

14, May 2011
27 May 1992
23 May 2004
14 May 1982
19 May 1989
25 May 1990
26 May 2021
24 May 2012

Muvattupuzha

Fr. Francis Puthuparambil

7 May 2017
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Fr. Raphael Cherupuzhathottathil OIC 13/2005
Fr. Sebastian J. Kuttikattil OIC (73) 15/2015
Fr. Joseph Valakuzhy OIC 18/2015
Fr. Thomas Mavileth OIC 23/2012
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Thiruvananthapuram

Sr. Sebia SIC

Sr. Archana SIC Sr. Mary Francina DM
Mother Denha SIC Sr. Betty DM

Sr. Segdas SIC Sr. Reetha DM

>r Smirtha 5IC St Marlelizabeth Dl
Thiruvalla Sr. Theophine DM
Sr. Martha SIC Sr. Brigit DM

Sr. Monica SIC Sr. Benedict DM
Sr. Sr. Bernaditha SIC Sr. Marcelina DM

Sr. Beninja SIC Sr. Mary Michael DM\

BOthGrlll Sr. Helen DM\
Sr. Nirmala SIC Sr. Paula DM

; Sr. Lucy DM
S%ghgggmthltta Sr. Mary Clottilda DM

Muvattupuzha
Sr. Rita Mary SIC
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