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Objective: Identification of procedures and actions in the event of any 
emergency to be taken in the absence of official notification or deployment. 
 
Purpose: One of the most critical needs when an emergency occurs is to 
identify what the nature of the emergency is and the extent of the emergency.  
Any information is helpful if it identifies the extent of the emergency.  Amateur 
radio can be particularly helpful because it can function even if other modes 
of communication cannot.  In addition, Amateur radio has tools which 
identifies useful information and bundles it in a coherent manner, particularly 
the Field Situation Report, the Washington State Field Situation Report, the 
Did You Feel It Report (DYFI) (for earthquakes), and weather reports.  These 
reports are available on the Winlink system which uses amateur radio to send 
email without the need for an internet connection. 
 
Notice: Nothing in this procedure is meant to suggest that anyone becomes 
first responders if a disaster strikes – Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES) is an auxiliary support function.  We should always do what our local 
Emergency Management Agency requests we do.  However, don’t sit around 
waiting for someone to tell you what to do.  The following is a standing 
operating procedure for all ARES/AUXCOM/RACES groups when events occur 
that may disrupt communications. 
 
Actions: 
When higher authority is present, follow their directions.  In the absence of 
direction by higher authority, individual amateur radio operators should do the 
following to the best of their ability and capability from their location: 
A. When any emergency happens, turn on your HF rig.  First on is Net Control 

and starts a net on 3985/3990/3995 KHz and does the following: 
1. Take roll call of all stations 
2. Request all stations send to their local Emergency Management (EM) 

Agency, their Emergency Coordinator (EC), their District EC and EWA 
SEC (AG7QP) a Washington State Field Situation Report along with the 
following: 



a. For an earthquake, send a Did You Feel It (DYFI) report, including 
USGS as addressee. 

b. For a weather event, send the appropriate weather report, including 
the National Weather Service as addressee. 

3. Establish a schedule for check-in depending on the situation (suggested 
every even hour on the hour). 

4. This is just an information gathering function. 
5. Net control should request a volunteer for the next step. 

B. Establish a net on 7245/7250/7255 KHz (40 m WSEN frequencies) 
1. Repeat the above steps. 
2. Establish a schedule for checking in depending on the situation 

(suggested every odd hour on the hour). 
C. Establish a net on the KBARA repeater system. 

1. Repeat the above steps 
2. Establish a schedule for checking in depending on the situation 

(suggested every even hour on the half hour). 
D. Nothing in the above is to interfere with assignments from your EM agency. 

1. It is designed to collect and distribute reliable information to our EM 
agencies and each other. 

2. No one is being asked to leave their homes or travel. 
3. The Washington State Field Situation Report and DYFI reports require 

Winlink – encourage your members to have operational Winlink rigs. 
4. Finally, personal and family safety is your priority before anything else. 

 


