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' Regained sight testing actor’s talents

There's good  news
atound “Littie House on
the Prairie” — Adam Ken-
dall is about to get his sight
hack. Linwood Boamer,
the young actor who plays
the up-uhtil-now-blind hus-
band of Mary Ingalls on
the show, is excited ahout
the two-part episode,
which will open up new
paths far both his charac-
{er and his reputation as a
performer.

Asked whose idea il was
for Adam to regain his vi-

- sion, Boamer reveals that
Michacl Landon (the se-
ries' star and producer)
wrole the script. *'I (ound
out nbout it at the begin-
ning of this year, right be-
fore the (Screem Actors’
Guild) strike.”

Boomer admits that the
change has had its hairier
moments. “'It's a little

scary al firsi, because you,

develop the blindness, The
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blindness of the character
gave me a lot of really nice
actor's crutches to use, the
cane and a lot of technical
stuff that's edasy to hide
behind. Losing that was a
littie disconcerting al
lirst.” The filming sehed-
ule requited Boomer to
play Adam as a blind per-
son one day, them as
sighted the next.

Inittally,"" he con-
tinues, ‘| was also worricd

- about losing a credil thal [

kept from people who have
never even seen the show.
A lot of people whu have
never seen fmy wori hear
that I play a blind gerson.
and they instantly assume

{ that I'm a good acler c¢n
* that criterion. I thinic I am

a good actor, but new I'm

losing thal automatic’

credit. But I've been going
1o the dailies and watching

- the film we shot the previ-

ous-da}" and the souff 1s
all just terrific!™

The actor readily itands
behind the whelesome
image that his popular pro-
gram has crealed. ' think
there are a lot of shows
Lhat take (lhe term} ‘[am-
ity show™ in vain. ‘Litle
House' doesn't do thel; iU's
ghe of the few thut's a
family show. not a3 chil-
dren’s show."”

"blind person, and

Boomer's work on “'Lil-
tle House'" has left him lit-
lie time for oulside
projects. although he
greatly enjoyed playing a
vouhp clectronigs genius
who turned jewel thief in
one of the final segments of

- Hawaii Five-0.”

He's nol-worried about
typecasling, though. Here-
calls: “There were some
people doing a series on a
I in-
stantly gdt a call for that,
which you might expect,
Now, that one thing Is sort

- of a moat paint. The char-

acter {Adam) isn't -blind
anvmore. so T dan’t need'to
warry about that.” .

With a dramatic change
in his character on "Little
House,” " Adam Kendall
will be able to actually see
a new horizen — and with
the acting challenges that
poses, so will Linwood
Boomer. .
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