
2026 NDHSA
Home Educators’

Convention

Let’s go on an
Adventure!

February 26th-28th
Alerus Center

Grand Forks, ND

Daily Schedule 
 
Friday
8:00 AM - Registration Opens
8:45 AM - Keynote Address
9:30 AM - Vendor Hall Opens
10:30 AM - Workshop One
11:20- 1:00 PM - Lunch Break
12:00 - 12:45 - Vendor
Workshops/Adoptive & Foster
Parents Lunch Discussion  
1:00 PM - Workshop Two
2:15 PM - Workshop Three
3:30 PM - Workshop Four
6:00 PM - Vendor Hall Closes
6:15-7:15 PM - Talent Show
7:30-8:30 PM - Family
Social/Career Fair

Saturday 
8:00 AM - Registration Opens
8:45 AM - Keynote Address &
Hall of Fame 
9:30 AM - Vendor Hall Opens
10:30 AM - Workshop Five
11:20-1:00 PM - Lunch Break
12:00-12:45 PM - Vendor
Workshops/Special Needs Lunch
Discussion
1:00 PM - Workshop Six
2:15 PM - Workshop Seven
3:30 - Closing Keynote &
Graduate Recognition
5:00 PM - Vendor Hall
Closes/Convention Ends 

“ ...teaching them to follow all that I
commanded you; and behold, I

am with you always, to the end of
the age.” Matthew 28:20 NASB
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"A ship is safe in harbor, but
that's not what ships are built
for." – John A. Shedd

Welcome to the 2026 NDHSA Christian Home Educators Convention! We sincerely appreciate
each of you for investing your hard-earned money to attend this event. As a board, we spend a

great deal of time in prayer and preparation for this convention. Our hope is that your experience
here will be encouraging for you and for others. We trust that the wisdom shared this weekend

will guide you closer to Christ. This year’s theme is “Let’s Go on an Adventure.” Homeschooling
is difficult work, but it is also joyful and one of the greatest adventures you will ever go on. We

know that the Lord Jesus Christ will be with you as you undertake this great task, and He will be
with you always, to the end of the age. A good friend of mine sent me a Christmas letter this year

with a quote from her husband’s grandmother. She said, “Everything is going to be alright,
because it is God’s will and His way is sure.”- Esther Blend. Those words remind us that while the
homeschooling journey may feel uncertain at times, we can trust the One who orders our steps. As
we continue on this adventure, we do so with confidence — knowing God is with us, and His way

is sure. We encourage you to visit the NDHSA booth and introduce yourself to our Board of
Directors. We would love to meet you and hear any concerns or questions you may have.

 ~ Amber Sand, Convention Coordinator & NDHSA Board of Directors ~ 
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CONVENTION HELPS
Name Badge
The name badge you received at check-in is your admission to all areas
of the convention and must be worn at all times. If lost, it can be
replaced at the registration table.

Nursing Mothers’ Lounges 
For your privacy and convenience, there are two areas for nursing
moms. There is also a family restroom. These are located across the hall
from Meeting Rooms 10 & 12.

Credit Cards
We can accept credit card donations and payments at the registration
table, the NDHSA booth, and the Silent Auction area. 

Children
All children ages 5-10 are encouraged to attend the Children’s
Program in Ballrooms 2&3 during the general sessions. Infants
and children may attend workshops with their parents, but please
be mindful of others attending the workshops. If your baby or
child becomes noisy, please step out quietly and quickly. The
sessions are being recorded, and we want to provide high-quality
recordings without noise distractions. We request that small
children sit on parents’ laps or on the floor until the workshop
begins. They may then take any of the available seats 

Distribution of Materials
Out of respect for our exhibitors who have paid for booth space
and advertising, absolutely no unauthorized distribution of
literature or materials or unauthorized promotion of businesses is
allowed. 

Free Book Table
There are several tables in the Upper Concourse with FREE curriculum
and books leftover from the Used Book Sale. Feel free to take home as
many as you’d like. 

Exhibit/ Vendor Hall Etiquette
Exhibitors are a key part of our convention, so we encourage you to
plan ample time to visit the Exhibit Hall. You will find an array of
some of the finest homeschool resources available. Exhibitor
workshops will also be held each day. A schedule is available on the
back cover. The presence of an exhibitor does not constitute an
endorsement of their product or service. It is essential that you use
discernment when making your purchases. We are grateful to the
businesses that support the work of the NDHSA and provide our
convention attendees with a wide variety of quality curricula and
resources to choose from. When an exhibitor takes the time and effort
to explain a product or give beneficial advice, please buy the product
from the exhibitor who took the time with you. Buying materials
from the exhibitor who assisted you encourages these knowledgeable,
well-established exhibitors to return to our annual convention.  
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Israel Wayne is an author and conference speaker who has a passion for
defending the Christian faith and promoting a Biblical worldview. He is the
author of the books Questions God Asks, Questions Jesus Asks , Pitchin’ a Fit:
Overcoming Angry and Stressed-Out Parenting, Education: Does God Have
an Opinion?, Answers for Homeschooling: Top 25 Questions Critics Ask,
Raising Them Up: Parenting for Christians, Foundations in Faith, and
Foundational Truths. He is also the site editor for ChristianWorldview.net and
the founder of Family Renewal.  Israel and his wife Brook (both homeschooled
graduates) were joined in marriage in 1999 and have 11 homeschooled
children.

Seann Dikkers is a husband and father of two homeschooled children. He
currently works as Chief Product Officer at Portals, developing support for new
homeschooling families. He has worked as a middle school teacher, high school
principal, researcher, Department Chair of Education at Bethel University,
Executive Director of MACHE, and authored books including TeacherCraft,
Mobile Media Learning, and Real-Time Research exploring the powerful impact
of play, design, and, *gasp* even having fun while learning.
 

Keynote Speaker

Featured Speakers
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Chuck Black is a former F-16 fighter pilot and tactical combat communications
engineer, is the author of twenty-one novels. His heart is to equip and encourage
families in their pursuit of Christ. He speaks at conferences across the United
States and Canada. He is also an entrepreneur with sixteen patents and is
currently the president and general manager for FlowCore Systems, a chemical
injection automation company in the oil and gas industry. He is devoted to his
wife, Andrea, and their six children and multiple grandchildren. Chuck and
Andrea homeschooled their children for twenty-four years. 

Andrea Black, wife of Chuck, mother of six and grandmother of multiple
grandchildren, spent twenty-four years homeschooling her own personal
Brady Bunch. When she ran out of children at home, she borrowed other
people’s and taught 5th & 6th grades at Trinity Christian School. With
degrees in English and Speech/Theatre Education, she enjoyed coaching the
local Christian school speech team for many years. She credits being an Air
Force wife for challenging her to trust completely in Jesus while she waited for
and supported her husband. Her love for her Savior gives her purpose and
passion for a life lived in service to Him!

https://familyrenewal.org/shop/questions-god-asks/
https://familyrenewal.org/shop/questions-jesus-asks-divinity-meets-humanity/
https://familyrenewal.org/shop/pitchin-a-fit-overcoming-angry-stressed-out-parenting/
https://familyrenewal.org/shop/pitchin-a-fit-overcoming-angry-stressed-out-parenting/
https://familyrenewal.org/shop/education-god-opinion/
https://familyrenewal.org/shop/education-god-opinion/
https://familyrenewal.org/store/product/answers-homeschooling-top-25-questions-critics-ask/
https://familyrenewal.org/store/product/raising-them-up-parenting-for-christians/
https://familyrenewal.org/store/product/foundations-in-faith/
https://familyrenewal.org/store/product/foundational-truths-a-modern-catechism/
http://www.christianworldview.net/


Theresa Deckert has been homeschooling since 1986...before it was legal in ND!
She and her husband, Jeff, served on the NDHSA Board of Directors for 17
years, and she was the Office Administrator from 2012-2021. Theresa has spent
years lobbying for better homeschool laws in our state. Her four children were
homeschooled from birth and are all married. She is now able to be more
involved with her grandchildren through babysitting, teaching them piano, and
helping with homeschooling. She’s grateful for the 2019 legislation allowing
others (grandparents) to be enlisted as tutors! Mrs. Deckert has much musical
experience, she has spent 50 years as a private piano teacher and she is currently
a keyboardist for the Devils Lake Community Orchestra.

Sharon Fisher is a wife, mother, and grandmother who is passionate about
encouraging homeschool parents and Christian educators to teach children with
excellence and a biblical worldview. She holds a B.S. and an M.A. in Elementary
Education. With years of full-time teaching experience in elementary classrooms and as a
former elementary author for BJU Press, she has made significant contributions to
various educational materials. Additionally, she has presented workshops nationally and
internationally on many topics and teaching methods. Currently, she serves as the Social
Media Coordinator, Workshop Speaker and Coordinator, Blog Writer, and Curriculum
Specialist for HomeWorks by Precept, a trusted provider of homeschool materials.

Speaker Bios 
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Lori Wentz is the Special Needs Coordinator for the NDHSA. As part of those
duties, she frequently mentors parents one on one, as well as advocating for
parents interacting with school districts. Over the years she has been a Parent
Representative for Head-Start, a member of the RICC (Regional Interagency
Coordinating Committee) on the local and state level and represented ND as a
presenter at the National Alliance Conference.

"Life is either a daring adventure
or nothing at all." – Helen Keller. 

Nancy Bjorkman - After being a homeschool skeptic, Nancy began homeschooling
her four children in 1992, and saw it work. Now a mentor to homeschooling
families, she has spoken at homeschool conferences in over 10 states, where she is
known for her enthusiasm, energy, and encouragement. Her favorite times are spent
with her growing family including 9 grandchildren. She and her husband owned
HEPPNER’S LEGACY, a homeschool store in Elk River, MN, for 18 years and
now are learning what it’s like to have more free time as they make the handoff to
the new owners.



Susy Oliver was introduced to politics in Minnesota and volunteered for many years at the
grassroots level before moving to North Dakota. A Fargo resident since 2017, she served two
terms as the Republican District Chair of D11 from 2021-2025 and as a member of the
NDGOP State Executive Committee as the Southeast Regional Chair from 2023-2025. Susy
is currently working to activate and grow the conservative movement across North Dakota
by teaching the political process and sharing three simple actions every busy citizen can take
to make a difference.

Mindy Dicken is a follower of Jesus, the wife of a British-American sound engineer, and
the mother of four hilarious homeschooled children. A Minot native, she was blessed to
pursue her passion for music as a singer/songwriter for ten years in Kansas City before
returning to Minot to raise a family. She began teaching music at the Children’s Music
Academy of Minot in 2019 and subsequently became the owner in 2023. Her desire is to
impart the significant role music education plays in the overall health and development
of every child, and to make it attainable for all, especially those with no musical
background.

Speaker Bios 
Caleb Hoverson is a 2016 homeschool graduate and a Minot native. After studying
Classical Liberal Arts and Philosophy at Patrick Henry College and graduating from
Liberty University online, he is now finishing his MA in Theology from Concordia
Theological Seminary—Fort Wayne. Caleb is also pursuing a campus apologetics
ministry at Minot State University. He and his wife Delie are blessed with three
children: Hosanna (4), Micah (2), and Enoch (months old), whom they intend---and
have already started---to homeschool.

Liz Buck is a homeschooling mom of three boys (ages 22, 18, and almost 14) and has
homeschooled for 17 years. She is also the office administrator/editor and board
member at the ND homeschool association, a role she began in 2021. She has been
married to her husband, Dave, for 27 years, and they live near Wing, ND.
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Jeff Hoverson, husband of one wife (female) and father of six children - all walking in
the truth (2 John 1:4) - three boys married to strong, Christian women, who have
delighted us with, so far, four grandchildren. Pastor of Living Word Lutheran Brethren
Church of Minot, ND and Legislator in the ND House of Representives - District 3

Children are not a distraction from more
important work. They are the most important

work. - John Trainer



Chris Herrin  serves as the Director of Admissions at Emmaus University, where he
helps families navigate the college decision process with clarity, low-pressure, and a
deep conviction to a boldly Christian education. With more than a decade of
experience in admissions and ministry, Chris understands both the hopes and
concerns parents carry as they guide their students toward life after high school.
Chris holds three master’s degrees in Christian Education, Theology, and
Philosophy, as well as a Graduate Certificate in Apologetics. This blend of
education and experience helps him equip families to think critically about where to
send their student to college. Known for his energy, warmth, and practical wisdom,
Chris loves helping parents ask the right questions and make decisions that honor
both Christ and their students’ future.

Teen Track Speakers

Speaker Bios 

"Not all who wander are
lost." - J.R.R. Tolkien

 Tim Brenner grew up on a small farm in rural South Dakota and came to know the
Lord at a young age.  While attending college in Bismarck, ND, in 2003, he began
working with the ministry of Crystal Springs Camp in Medina, ND. Shortly after
graduating with a degree in Communications, he began to work with the camp’s
ministry full-time. He has now served as the camp’s Executive Director for the last
15 years. Tim and his family enjoy the outdoors, particularly fishing and spending
time together on the lake in their spare time. Tim’s passion is to help young people
think through the difficult questions of the faith and to help prepare them to engage
every argument and lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God.

LeAnn Lindteigen has known the Lord as her savior since she was young. She has a
passion for sharing this truth with people of all ages! She enjoys serving others,
reading good books, and hanging out with family and friends. For the last 14 years,
she has served as the Program Director at Crystal Springs Camp, Medina, ND.

Llora Knight is a homeschool mom of fourteen, blessed grandma of thirty, and
great-grandma of three. She homeschooled for 39 years in 3 countries and 3
states. Llora was married to Ken, her high school sweetheart, for nearly 45 years,
until he graduated to heaven in June of 2021. She earned her master's degree in
curriculum development in May of 2024. She now lives in Dickinson, North Dakota
with her two youngest daughters, her dog Sadie, and her cat Blueberry. Llora served
on the NDHSA board of directors for 12 years. She is the author of 19 books, five
of which are The Story of North Dakota.
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Friday, February 27th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Keynote Address

8:45 - 10:00 AM
Ballrooms 4&5

Session 1 10:30 - 11:20 AM
MR ( Meeting Room) 2Theresa Deckert - Getting Started Homeschooling in North Dakota

Mrs. Deckert will cover the North Dakota requirements for homeschooling. She will also give practical
hints, including suggestions for lesson planning and record keeping. This is the place to start if you are just
beginning the home education journey or are just “checking it out.”

Chuck Black - Developing Discernment in Your Child
The Enemy is a master at deception, and oftentimes our children fall prey to his lies. Teaching your child
the ability to discern Truth is critical to spiritual survival. Chuck offers sound advice and some practical
tips on how to develop spiritual discernment in your children.

Seann Dikkers - Why Leave Schooling to do More Schooling?
Education and discipleship are not the same as mass schooling. They have different traditions and different
expectations. Have you ever asked, “How do I know if they are on pace?” “What if they miss something?”,
“How do I know if they are learning?”, or even “I’m not sure I know enough to teach high school!” Then
this session should settle your mind and help you plan for discipleship with excitement. Explore some of
the key differences and save massive amounts of time and stress trying to recreate schooling at home.

MR 3

MR 5

10

Israel Wayne- Education: Does God Have An Opinion?
Is Education a neutral subject? Does God have a preference for how He wants children to be educated?
What does the Bible teach about schooling? Is there one correct path for education? Are public schools a
viable option for Christians? These questions and more will be discussed in this engaging presentation.

Mindy Dicken - The Joy of Music in Your Homeschool
 Discover some of the tremendous and surprising benefits of music education, as well as practical advice
to get you started or to advance your current efforts. Regardless of musical background, any family can
take part in the God-given joy of music in their homeschool.

MR 10

Sharon Fisher - When Was the Last Time Your Family Had Fun Learning
Science?
 Do you need help getting your child excited about science? Need help getting excited about
science yourself? Get new visions and methods for teaching science with a biblical worldview in
this workshop. Get ready to have some hands-on fun!

MR 12

Vendor Workshops
Classical Conversations - 5 Tools to Help Your Child Think Well and 
Develop Understanding

MR 2
12:00- 12:45 PM

 Discover the tools that teach your children how to think well and develop an understanding of any subject,
topic, or trade. We will model these tools, allowing you to experience them yourself!



Friday, February 27th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS

12:00- 12:45 PM
Priscilla’s Books - Five Essentials for Raising Successful Adults MR 5

11

Session 2 1:00 - 1:50 PM
Israel Wayne - How to Not Educate (Like a Heathen)
What is the purpose of an education? When your children are grown, what will define success for you?
What is the difference between a Biblical view of education and the way most Christian parents (even
homeschoolers) educate their children? This workshop will help you to focus on what is really important. 

MR 2

Chuck Black - Call to Arms: The Guts and Glory of Courageous Fatherhood
There is a spiritual war being waged for our families. Our enemy is strong, and we are in his territory.
Dad, if you don’t fight for your family, no one else will. When a soldier is in enemy territory, he is alert,
focused, and purposeful about every move he makes with weapons ready. Only you stand between the
enemy and your family, for God has given you the authority and the responsibility to stop him from
destroying your marriage and your children. This takes courage, but your calling is noble…it is God’s call
to arms. Chuck offers straight answers and practical help for dads who are looking to protect, train,
equip, and launch soldiers for Jesus Christ.

MR 3

Seann Dikkers - Project-Based Learning
Tired of worksheets, endless reviews, and tests? Is your child generally sick of school? Have you ever
wondered, 'Why are we learning this?" It may be time to try an entirely different and very effective
approach---Project-based learning (PBL). Meet with the lead designer of the Portals Project-Based
Curriculum to learn more about PBL, the research behind it, and how to get started in a few minutes.
This session covers an overview, what makes PBL effective, how it has helped traditional homeschoolers
stand out, and how it can be a part of every subject area.

MR 5

Ck2 Inc. - Strengthening Minds for Lifelong Learning: The Arrowsmith Program MR 10

You’ve seen the homeschool families that look perfect, but when their kids graduate, they change, and
live completely different than they were raised. Some, even rejecting homeschooling. What went wrong?
Can you avoid the same disaster in your own home? Father/Daughter pair, Arthur and Priscilla Krahn,
share what went on behind the scenes in the Krahn household that led to Priscilla being a successful
author, and all seven graduates from their home still being in church, and homeschooling the 35+ grand-
children.

This session introduces the Arrowsmith Program, a cognitive-based approach that strengthens the brain
functions essential for learning—such as attention, memory, processing, and reasoning. Learn how Ck2
Inc. supports students by addressing the root causes of learning challenges, helping learners build
confidence, independence, and lifelong learning capacity both academically and beyond.

Vendor Workshops Cont.

Lori Wentz - Executive Function Skills in Your Home
Children need help learning to organize their thoughts, control their behavior, and make decisions. These
are important for their function in homeschool and in the world. Ideas we will be addressing include
breaking down tasks, using prompts and cues, and providing feedback.

MR 10



Friday, February 27th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS

1:00- 1:50 PM

Liz Buck - From Overwhelmed to Equipped: Navigating Curriculum Choices
The sheer volume of options in today’s curriculum golden age can leave parents feeling stuck or unsure.
In this session, you’ll learn how to compare curriculum types, identify what matters most for your
student, and walk away equipped to make clear, confident choices.

MR 12

Session 2 Cont. 

Israel Wayne - Education From a Biblical Worldview
Are your children prepared to face the “Real World”? Learn how to equip your children to stand against
the flood of secularism that threatens to drown them. What is your worldview? How are you going to
transfer it to your children? Will you be more effective than the media and popular culture? Discover how
to teach your children to view the core subjects (and all of life) through the lenses of scripture.

MR 2
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Session 3 2:15 - 3:05 PM

Andrea Black - Homeschooling High School: Preparing Your High Schooler
For the Next Step
Preparing your teen for their first steps out of your home is critical to their future success as a follower of
Jesus Christ. We launched six children into the world, each one with completely different goals and
aspirations. From college prep to apprenticeship opportunities, equipping your child with the tools to
succeed is challenging and rewarding. I’ll share examples and lessons learned from our journey, as well as
leave time to hear from other veteran homeschoolers, so you don’t feel alone in the critical mission to
prepare your teen to launch.

MR 3

Seann & Steph Dikkers - Marriage Adventures
What makes for a joyful marriage? How do some couples grow closer together over time, and some do
not? Seann and Steph will share the biblical design for marriage, communication strategies, and ways to
enjoy growing through seasons of life together. Marriage is the hearthstone of the family, and God wants
your marriage to bring warmth, affection, and love into your home. This session is great for married
couples, dating couples, singles, and anyone who wants to hear great ideas and wisdom in the lifelong
adventure of marriage. Learn from experience, bring your Bibles, and connect with others doing life the
way the bible guides us to. When done God’s way, there simply is no greater blessing than a loving
spouse!

MR 5

Jeff Hoverson -  The old 1-2-3 Family Devotions
I will be sharing a very simple yet effective method that I used as a father of young boys to train them in
"how to lead a Bible devotional". This can be used for more than that, but the aim flows out of Ephesians
6:4, "fathers...train up your children in the Lord". My strong hope and prayer is that you would leave this
session with a dependable tool in your toolbox for training others (emphasis on boys) to lead a discussion
with a Bible passage. Your only disappointment may be that you find the session overly simple. Women
and girls are welcome too. This is primarily a tool for any "devotional" setting, such as family worship. It
is not intended to be a tool for an in-depth Bible study.

 

MR 10



Friday, February 27th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS

Israel Wayne - Techno-Parenting: Navigating Screens and Media
Parents today struggle with knowing how to balance their child’s use of technology and screen-time. On
the one hand, we want our children to know how to use technology in the ever-changing global economy,
but on the other, we struggle with knowing how much screen-time is harmful and addictive. This session
will help give you courage and competency to navigate these difficult issues.
Chuck Black - The Power of Fiction: Influencing the Hearts of our Youth
Fictional stories are a powerful way to capture the attention of the young and old alike. Jesus used short
fictional stories to explain the kingdom of God as did Nathan the prophet to bring a king to his knees in
repentance. Discover how your use of fiction can get your children excited about seeking truth and about
serving God in kingdom-building work. Does fiction really have the power to change lives? Absolutely!
Join Chuck Black in discovering how.

MR 3

2:15- 3:05 PM

Nancy Bjorkman - Homeschooling: The Big Picture MR 5

Session 3 Cont.

Chris Herrin - College is Not a Scam 
Many parents feel overwhelmed by mixed messages about college. Rising costs, cultural pressure against
Christianity, and claims that college is “a scam” raise real concerns. This practical, encouraging session
cuts through the noise with a biblical and realistic lens. We’ll explore what the purpose of higher ed was
and what it should be again, what families should expect from college today, Christian and secular, and
why Christian formation during these years matters deeply. You’ll gain tools to evaluate programs,
understand costs, spot unhelpful narratives, and make wise, confident decisions for your teen’s future
with the gospel at the center.

MR 10
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Session 4 3:30- 4:20 PM
MR 2

Sharon Fisher - Do You Homeschool a Wiggly Kid?
 

MR 12

How can you teach anything to a child who won’t sit still? Enjoy some fun, inexpensive techniques that will
help your wiggly learners become more focused and help make teaching less frustrating and more of a joy for
all of you!

Come and discover, or discover anew, a bigger vision of what homeschooling can be for your family. Find
encouragement as you reconsider your goals and put into perspective the pieces of the puzzle. We’ll talk about
both academic and non-academic objectives, and practical ways to fit it all together to help you and your
children find out who they were created to be and what the changing seasons might hold for you.

Llora Knight - Homeschooling Multiple Children 
Are you homeschooling more than one child? Do you find it hard to get everything done? This workshop
is designed to assist moms who are attempting to homeschool two or more children at one time. It
includes suggestions for schedules, organization, record keeping, preparing for potential problems, and a
plethora of other ideas gleaned from homeschooling fourteen children over thirty-nine years.

MR 12

An inconvenience is only an adventure wrongly
considered; an adventure is only an inconvenience rightly

considered. - G.K. Chesterton
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Caleb Hoverson - A Defense of Classical Education 
What is classical education? Is it Christian? If so, why do classical homeschoolers read books by pagans?
Is there any value to learning a dead language like Latin or Greek? Shouldn’t we just be learning the Bible
in our homeschools? Hear answers to these questions and more in this workshop defending classical
Christian education.

Kristin Durham & Michelle Allerdings - Support Group Leader Session
Join fellow homeschool support group leaders for a collaborative and encouraging session designed to
strengthen your groups and refine your leadership. We’ll share ideas, discuss what’s working—and what
isn’t—in our communities, and explore practical ways to support one another. This is a great opportunity
to network, gain fresh insights, and leave refreshed and equipped for the year ahead.

Saturday, February 28th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Keynote Address 

Israel Wayne - Whom Should We Trust: Government or Parents?
There has been a fundamental shift in our culture’s view of the role of parents versus government in the
past two hundred and fifty years. Contrasting the statements of America’s Founding Fathers with Ivy
League professors and journalists today, you can better understand the battle over who should control
the education and upbringing of children.

Ballrooms 4&5

MR 3

8:45- 10:00 AM

Chuck Black - Guiding the Young Writer: What Parents Need to Know
Join author Chuck Black for a session specifically designed for parents supporting a child’s serious
literary pursuits. If you feel unsure how to guide a field you’re unfamiliar with, this is for you. Gain the
understanding and tools needed to effectively instruct and support your student. We’ll discuss fostering
strong writing habits, addressing creative challenges, and navigating the unique, often-unclear career
paths of writing. Empower your young author!

Seann Dikkers - The Insidious Nature of Schooling
For the history lovers, this session will review 150 years of government schooling in America against the
backdrop of freedom-keeping Christian education. We’ll review key legislation, key thought leaders, and
the motivation, design, and intentions of education leaders, answering questions like “What were
government schools designed for?” “Where they go so wrong?”, “How might the system itself be
contributing to the dumbing down of learning?”, and clarify how powerfully different home discipleship
is in contrast. 

MR 5

Session 5 10:30- 11:20 AM
MR 2Israel Wayne - The Do’s and Don’ts of  Teaching Your Children Theology

Most Christian parents want to teach their children theology and Bible doctrine, but aren’t sure how to
go about it. Learn the difference between primary and secondary doctrines and how to help your children
protect themselves against cults and false religions that would seek to woo them away from true Christian
faith.

MR 10

MR 12

Wherever you are, be all there. Live to the hilt every
situation you believe to be the will of God. - Elisabeth Elliot



Saturday, February 28th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS

MR 3Andrea Black - Homeschooling High School: Navigating the Social Minefield
of High School
We took homeschooling one year at a time. Then, before we realized it, we had six kids in high school—
maneuvering, dodging, coaching, and organizing many facets of their high school extracurricular and
social lives. The pull and pressure felt from church, homeschool co-ops, private school, public school,
and peers can be intimidating and overwhelming. We discovered how important it was to have a clear
vision for our family and for each child, we launched into God’s kingdom work. Join me as I share
lessons learned (from both successes and failures) to help you in your important role as a homeschool
high school teacher and parent.
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Session 6 1:00 - 1:50 PM
Israel Wayne- How to Keep Your Child in the Faith
Studies show that 70% of churched youth abandon the Christian faith sometime before high school
graduation. While there are no guarantees in parenting, there are steps parents can take that have been
proven through various studies to statistically improve the chances of your child embracing and
remaining in the faith. Learn what actionable steps you can take to help strengthen your child against
unbelief.

MR 2

Music is Forever - How To Teach Music When You're Not Musical
In this workshop, we will explore why music education is important, what elementary music instruction
looks like, and how everyone can teach music with the curriculum "How To Teach Music When You're
Not Musical: Lesson Plans, Ideas, and Resources for the Elementary Homeschool," whether or not they
have any previous music experience.

Vendor Workshops 12:00- 12:45 PM
MR 3

Seann Dikkers - Carrots, Not Sticks: Designing Learning for Joy
What drives our learning? What convinces anyone to pursue knowledge, invest, and embark on great
endeavors? Is ‘boredom’ necessary or to be avoided? Why do we learn new skills? This session will explore
learning for joy, motivational strategies, and outline practical planning tools that will help you take any
content and foster joy in the process. If your child is less than motivated, this session may help answer
why and offer key approaches you can use starting tomorrow. 

MR 5

Lori Wentz - Good Character Training and Tools to Encourage Delightful Behavior
Well-behaved children are created, not born that way. Let’s talk about how to focus on a character trait
each week—traits such as honesty, perseverance, courage, and compassion.  We will also learn to
encourage the good behavior we want through habit training.

MR 10

Sharon Fisher -  Math That Adds Up
Have you ever heard your child say, "I’ll never use this in real life.’ It begs the question - why
are we teaching math in this manner? To train with a biblical worldview, we must teach our
children subject matter that will equip them with the necessary skills to serve God and show love
to others. Let’s delve into teaching math that has real-life applications!

MR 12



Saturday, February 28th, 2026WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Session 7 2:15 - 3:05 PM
Israel Wayne - Influence vs. Control: How to Best Motivate Your Child
There is a careful tension that must be maintained between being your child’s authority figure and being
their life coach. There is a necessary shift in approach that must take place as your children go through
various stages of development. If this transition is not carefully managed, your parenting approach will
likely backfire, resulting in a lack of influence in your child’s life. Learn the proper balance in this
important message.

MR 2

Chuck & Andrea Black - 10 Lessons Learned
Chuck and his wife, Andrea, co-lead this session as they list their top-ten lessons learned from living for
twenty-four years in the trenches of home education. From the obvious to the original, Andrea and
Chuck share from their hearts ideas to incorporate into your home.

MR 3
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Nancy Bjorkman - Engaging Early Learners
This session will explore what "school" should look like for early learners. We will discuss what is
developmentally appropriate for younger ages and how to keep our "Littles" engaged while
homeschooling their siblings. Participants will enjoy a fun and informative experience, gaining a wealth of
ideas specifically tailored to engage pre- and elementary-age children. Nancy will share valuable
resources, enjoyable games, toddler tips, and simple activities, all designed to encourage parents to think
creatively about "doing school."

MR 5

Chris Herrin - Not All Christian Colleges Are Created Equal: 
How to Discern What Really Matters
Christian colleges may look similar on paper, but real differences lie in doctrine, culture, and mission.
How can parents know whether a school will strengthen—not weaken—their teen’s faith and character?
This session offers a practical framework for evaluating Christian colleges beyond brochures and tours.
We’ll cover key questions about theology, faculty worldview, student life, and spiritual formation, along
with red flags, marketing myths, accreditation, academic rigor, and affordability—equipping you to make
a wise, confident, Christ-centered decision.

 

MR 10

Susy Oliver - How Ordinary Homeschoolers Can Drive Extraordinary Change
You have more influence than you think, and it starts in your own backyard. Discover how ordinary
homeschool families can become a driving force in North Dakota politics. You'll learn how the political
process works and practical steps to get involved locally so you can turn your convictions into real
impact. Whether you’ve never voted or you have your legislators on speed dial, this talk will teach you
how to move from the grandstands onto the field.

MR 12

Keynote Address
Israel Wayne  - The Power of Affirmation
When you are trying to inspire and motivate children, there are two forces that are often exerted: Positive
and Negative Reinforcement. In this session, Israel explains the importance of Affirmation as a way to
inspire and motivate your reluctant child. Drawing from practical and Biblical examples, this session will
help you to keep those important relational connections as you are attempting to impart knowledge.

3:30 - 4:45 PM
 Ballrooms 4&5



$3.50/session
$70 entire

conference

Order online @
Alliancerecordings.com

If you have ordered
before, use your same

account.

Convention
Recordings
Download the digital
recordings of the
sessions at the
convention, at
home, or on the go. 

"You are
never too
old to set
another

goal or to
dream a

new
dream." -
C.S. Lewis



FRIDAY HAPPENINGS

Check out the free
tables in the

upstairs lobby.
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"Every man's life is a
fairy tale written by

God's fingers." - Hans
Christian Andersen



Don’t miss the passport drawing and
scholarship presentation at the beginning of

the last keynote session!

SATURDAY HAPPENINGS
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LUNCH DISCUSSION OPORTUNITIES
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Thank you to all of our wonderful
volunteers! We couldn’t do it without you!



"You have not lived today
until you have done

something for someone who
can never repay you."

— John Bunyan

Thank you to Classical
Conversations for

providing our 2026
convention bags!



YOUTH
PROGRAMS
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Vendor Hall Hours 
Friday - 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Saturday - 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Exhibit Hall
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*Highlighted
exhibitors will

present
workshops
over noon
hours. See

schedule on
back cover. 



Facility Map

Thank you to our
sponsors! Please take
time to stop by their

booths (Notgrass ,Zalpha,
Greater Grand Forks are

not attending)  to express
gratitude for their

generosity!
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Upcoming Events
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“If we are going to
wait until every

possible hindrance
has been removed

before we do a work
for the Lord, we
will never attempt
to do anything.” –
T.J. Bach, 1881-
1963, Missionary to

Venezuela





Vendor Hall Hours 
Friday - 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Saturday - 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM


