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Architecture of Destruction
’’Strategic Demolition’’

(4th Grade)

 Can urban space express or support practices and values that 
differ from or oppose the dominant values of the city? Is space 
created only by forces of reproduction, or also by forces of 
resistance or cultural differentiation?

“ “

(Stavrides, 2021).

The historic Hilton Hotel in Izmir's Konak district has been a subject 
of controversy among the public and journalists since its opening. 
The hotel has faced criticism for not adhering to zoning regulations, 
especially in comparison to the surrounding area, and for being 
constructed illegally. It is alleged that the land, which belonged to 
the public, was improperly transferred in exchange for shares and 
cash by the mayor at the time. Established in 1987, the hotel’s 
operations were halted in 2020 by a court order, and since then, it 
has remained abandoned in one of the most central locations in 
Izmir.

Today, this situation will be changed by the people and their 
representatives.
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Disobedience to laws implemented by the 
civil administration, by adhering to the es-
sence of these laws, means resisting 
them. It is a public (open), non-violent, 
conscientious yet illegal political act 
aimed at changing laws or government 
policies.

                                                
It aims to strengthen spatial and social bonds by en-
suring the symbolic destruction of a structure with 
the active participation of the community, targeting an 
egalitarian and more just urban life.

CIVIL DISOBIDIENCE

EQUAL RIGHTS

PROPERTY
HUMANKIND

"What will the people whose land 
has been ,SEIZED do? When will 
they liberate their GROUND?"

A coalition is a temporary partnership established among groups or parties that do not 
hold a majority on their own, aiming to achieve common goals or provide governance.

COALITION

Forms the basis of the property.

Ground belongs to the people, not capital.

!
CAPITALISM

 There should be meetings held at specific intervals 
that cannot be canceled or postponed. This way, when 
the appropriate day arrives and the people legally 
assemble, the meetings can take place without the 
need for an official call.

“

“

(Jean-Jacques Rousseau). 
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CAPIT
ALISM

Civil Disobedience embodies a concept wherein individuals or groups peacefully disobey laws or regu-
lations they consider unjust or immoral, often as a form of protest or resistance against perceived in-
justice. Similar to Collective Destruction, this approach emphasizes active engagement and participa-
tion, albeit in the realm of social and political activism rather than physical transformation. By encour-
aging citizens to openly challenge authority through nonviolent means, Civil Disobedience aims to raise 
awareness, provoke dialogue, and effect change in societal norms or policies. It fosters a sense of col-
lective empowerment and solidarity among participants, promoting a more equitable and just society 
through grassroots mobilization and civic action.

CIVIL  DISOBIDIENCE
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Collective Destruction is an approach that involves public engagement in the symbolic dismantling and redesign of a structure. This concept promotes community 
participation in transforming a historically or symbolically significant building, aiming to foster stronger spatial and social bonds. Rather than physically demolishing 
the structure, the process integrates the building into the community fabric, encouraging shared ideas and active involvement. This method not only changes the 
physical space but also enhances solidarity and collaboration, leading to a more inclusive and sustainable urban transformation.
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INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE 
‘’Around Railway BASMANE’’

This project was prepared in the Basmane region in Konak district of 
Izmir, with the aim of protecting the industrial heritage and keeping it 
alive by reintegrating it into the city. Structural and productive 
industrial heritages in the region have been reimagined to establish 
a relationship with the environmental context; this reimagined has 
been nourished with urban elements and turned into a tool that 
responds with design to the needs of the local people and the textile 
industry that has existed in the area since the historical process. 

The main purpose of the project is to create a transition area where 
regions with different characters intersect around the project area; 
in this way, while providing spatial integrity and permeability in the 
city, it also responds to the socio-cultural and socio-economic needs 
of the citizens.

BASMANE+
15 16

(4th Grade)



Design Area

TRANSPORTATION

LAND USE

SOLID & VOID and TEXTURE

DEFINING DISTRICTS ELEMENTS OF THE URBAN SPACE MACRO APPROACHES Thanks to this approach that transforms the railway into an 
interactive tool among industrial heritages rather than just a 
means of transportation, the infrastructure has become a 
connecting element between regions with different 
characters. The aim is to achieve coherence in the urban 
fabric as this connection structure extends to green areas in 
the city. Simultaneously, within the framework of UNDP's 
sustainability goals, the transportation circulation in the 
area has been re-evaluated. The accessibility of the area has 
been redesigned with a more environmentally friendly 
approach by expanding the existing bicycle route.
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CAPIT
ALISM

A coalition is a temporary partnership established among groups or parties that do not 
hold a majority on their own, aiming to achieve common goals or provide governance.

ADAPTIVE REUSE TCCD ADMINISTRATION ADAPTIVE REUSE TCCD ADMINISTRATION
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CAPIT
ALISM

ADAPTIVE REUSE TCCD ADMINISTRATION

HAT
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CO-LIVING
TokyoBunkyo

In Tokyo's Bunkyo Ward, a public housing project has been 
thoughtfully planned to address Japan's rising suicide rates, 
particularly among the youth. Recognizing the detrimental effects 
of increasing individualism, the project promotes communal living 
and shared experiences, creating a supportive environment where 
residents can connect and foster a sense of community.

Additionally, the project prioritizes public welfare by integrating 
with the metro station beneath the site, ensuring it is not just a 
place to live but also a hub of accessibility. This comprehensive 
approach aims to support both the mental well-being of residents 
and the broader community.

SITE AREA
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Co-living is a modern housing concept where individuals share common spaces, like 
kitchens and living rooms, while having their own private bedrooms. It promotes a sense 
of community and social interaction, making it ideal for those seeking a more affordable 
and connected living experience.

ARCHITECTURAL PROGRAM
Housing units;
Single (one person) : 35 x 28 m2 = 980 m2
Suit (two people) : 21 x 44 m2 = 924m2 
(three people): 14 x 60 m2 = 840 m2
(four people): 14 x 71 m2 = 994 m2 

Services ;
(Laundry/ Food halls / Bars / Relaxing Areas)  2 x 680 
m2 = 1360 m2 

Parking ;
3x 400m2 = 1200m2 (54 car parking slot)

Outdoor Public Spaces ;
 360 m2

Commercial Shops ; 
200m2 + 270 m2 = 470 m2 

Co Living Shared Spaces: 
( Gym , Working spaces , Library , Cinema Room ) = 
1300m2
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CAPIT
ALISM
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CAPIT
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NEPENTHES
Serenity Campus

Nepenthes Serenity Campus, located in Izmir’s Çiğli district, has 
been thoughtfully designed to cater to the growing elderly 
population. This facility includes elderly care units, open sports 
areas, healthcare facilities, entertainment rooms, and a conference 
hall that serves both residents and the surrounding community.

A key focus of the design is accessibility, ensuring that elderly and 
disabled citizens can easily navigate the space. Beyond just 
providing care, the project also aims to reintegrate elderly citizens 
into the community, fostering social connections and encouraging 
active participation in social life. Additionally, the facility 
incorporates sustainable practices and green spaces, creating a 
healthy and pleasant environment that enhances the overall 
well-being of its residents.
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Nepenthes / Serenity Campus
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COFFEE SHOP
CESME MARINA

The project, situated within the marina in the Çeşme district of 
İzmir, offered a valuable opportunity to design and explore 
implementation details as part of a Construction course. The design 
incorporates essential components for a coffee shop, including a 
well-equipped kitchen, comfortable seating areas, storage spaces, 
and outdoor seating options. Additionally, it includes dedicated 
offices for management and staff, ensuring smooth operation and a 
functional layout that meets both practical needs and aesthetic 
goals.

Co-living is a modern housing concept where individuals share common spaces, like 
kitchens and living rooms, while having their own private bedrooms. It promotes a sense 
of community and social interaction, making it ideal for those seeking a more affordable 
and connected living experience.
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CAPIT
ALISM

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY MAGAZINES
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CAPIT
ALISM

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY MAGAZINES
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ARCHITECTURAL PYHSICAL MODEL MAKING
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INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE 
‘’Around Railway BASMANE’’

ARCHITECTURE OF DESTRUCTION
‘’Strategic Demolition’’

NEPENTHES
Cerenity Campus

Final Model

IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT
‘’Detailed Model’’

BUILDING STRUCTURE
‘’Plaster Model’’



THANK YOU.
I truly appriciate that you have visited my 
projects feel free to share your thoughts.

umtcankaya@hotmail.com
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+90 535 898 5128
www.linkedin.com/in/-umutcankaya/
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