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ilarities to real

people, places, or events
are purely coincidental.
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: IT IS HERE
SOMEWHERE... G000 MORNING,

GASHE.




you NOT TOO
WERENT LONG 8UT |
AITING HAVE A TRAIN
LONG, = o TO CATCH
WERE [
ou?

wORRY, 1
INTEND TO.




CHAPTER
_



A LETTER. A DAGGER. THE
PAST HAS A WAY OF LEAPING
TO LIFE.

TRAIN STATION
HUMMED LIKE A
BEEHIVE, FULL OF
VOICES BURSTING WITH
PEOPLE

T

i
b

i

CERSEECESEERE T

FEELS LIKE
ADVENTURE
1S ON THE HORIZON.




LIKE A DRUMBEAT IN

MY CHEST —- IT KEPT

CALLING ME LOUDER

EACH MINUTE.T HAD
TO LOOK

WHAT IS THAT? IS
IT A DAGGER, WITH
LANGUAGE
MAYBE?
ENCRYPTION? A
CODED MESSAGE
MAYRBE?




I DION'T
MEAN TO
CATCH YOU

OFF GUARD.
I AM AMIRA

—

SPECIALIST
IN ANCIENT
SCRIPT, A
LANGUAGE
EXPERT OF
SORTS

SO INTRICATELY
WRITTEN -- AND
THE
CRAFTSMANSHIP
1S INCREDIBLE.
THE BLADE
ITSELF (S
TELLING A
STOORY




WHAT ELSE CAN
YOU TELL ME?




READY FOR THE
LONG JOURNEY
AHEAD?

READY TO FIND
OUT WHAT'S OUT
THERE, WAITING!

ALL
ABOARD!
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SO

DONT COLNT
LOCAL
LANGUAGES

THAT'S

IMPRESSIVE,

. WOW.

OK




WHERE DO 1
KNOW THIS 6UY

RAS
GREETINGS.




YOUR
GRACE

AN HONOR TO
SEE YOU AGAIN.
0O YOU
REMEMBER MEP T
PLAYED KRAR @
YOUR

ALGHTER'S
WEDDING IN THE
GHION HOTEL,
LAST
SEPTEMBER!”




THAT IS A
DELIVERY | HAVE
TO MAKE IN
JIJIGA AND...

IT LOOKS
SO WELL
MADE
CAN | SEE
1272




ARE YOU
CERTAIN? |
CAN OFFER U
A LOT. FINAL
ANSWER?

AS FINAL AS IT
CAN GETD

OH WELL,
CAN'T SAY T
DION'T TRY

WATCH OUT,
ITS SHARP!

HOW MUCH
00O YOU
WANT FOR IT?

OH LOL. |
WOULD NEVER
SELL THAT.
NOT IN A
THOUSAND
YEARS




I'M HEADING
OFF NOW, 8UT IF
YOU CHANGE
YOUR MIND, T'LL
BE IN DIRE DAWA
FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF
THE NEW TRAINS,
AS THE OLD
ONES ARE BEING
RETIRED.

AVE TO 60O
NOW:
THERE'S A
CELEBRATION
AT DIRE
DAWA.,

OH AND
ALSO
PLEASE
FEEL FREE
TO STAY @
MY VIP
QUARTERS!!

HOW KIND!
THANK YOU SO
MUCH/
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IF YOURE
LOOKING FOR
THE BATHROOM

YOU'RE WAY OFF




HE'S GETTING
AYWAY UP THE
LADDERI




NO!/ WAIT!

NO!
WAIT!

GRAB ME
YOU
SAVAGE!!







OMé&,
THE
DAGGER
1S
GONE!!
HE
TOOK IT!

O, HE DID NOT!
IHOIT
EARLIER!

I WAS
GOING
TO TELL
You --

I WANTED TO HAVE
A CLOSER LOOK AT
IT AND STUDY IT.

-.-\.-\_"'\— 1



AN[E®
MNOLE

..THE
LETTER
TOO

gEASY! U
MADE ME
DROP IT!!




YOU B8ROKE
IT!

YOUu
PUSHED
ME!!

DO YOU SEE
THAT??
THERE'S

SOMETHING

INSIDE!... IS

THAT...




I'LOOKS LIKE
THE REAL
JOURNEY IS
JUST
BEGINNING
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YUSUF’'S MELODIES WERE SWEETER THAN RIPE
SPRING CORN AND HE SANG WITH THE FREVOR
OF DAWN B8REAKING OUT OVER QUIET HILLS

AT THE END THERE WAS
ENOUGH TO 8UY SOME

THINGS WE NEEDED SO WE WENT

TO THE
MARKET




THE SUN
HIT SO
HARD
EVEN THE
SHADOWS THIS REALLY
WERE HELPS WITH
LOOKING THE HEAT
FOR SHADE THANKS!

R U PLANNING
TO WALK TO
JIJIGA
BAREFOOT?
THAT THUG
TOOK YOUR
SPARE
SHOES,
REMEMBER /

AREN'T THESE
EARRINGS
SOMETHING?
REAL
SHOWSTOPPE
RS

LAST COIN IS
G&ONE...AND SO
G60OES OUR
JOURNEY




NEXT STOP
WAS HARAR

8UT WE
COULD'NT
STAY FOR A
MINUTE. WE
WERE ON A
MISSION




WE FINALLY
REACHED JIJIGA |

WE WERE
EXHAUSTED

BUT WE WERE
DETERMINED TO |
FINISH OUR |

MISSION |
sl

50 WE ASKED
AROLIND FOR A
MASSIVE ACACIA TREE
FROM THE MAP




LOOKS
LIKE WE
ARE
HERE.

AND WE
FOLND IT

..FOUND
SOMETHING!!

HE KEPT
DIGGING AND
DIGGING

BOOKS AND
WRITINGS

I WAS HOPING IT
WAS TREASURE TO
8E FRANK. ;



WAS UMER
SEMETER'S
JOURNAL... PAGES
WORN AND INK
FADED — THE
THOUGHTS OF A
MAN ON THE EDGE
OF REBELLION, THE
FIRST SPARKS OF A
FIRE THAT wWOULD
CHANGE
EVERYTHING

PAVED OUR
NEXT STEPS

WE WENT
SHOPPING
FOR
SUPPLIES







AND FREED
THEM FROM
THE IRON
GRIP OF
FASCISM
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HE HAD
THE
COURAGE
TO DO
WHAT

WAS

RIGHT

2
.
‘ F
K




THOSE MEN... T
THEY'VE BEEN
LURKING
AROUND US
FOR A WHILE
NOW

SHOPKEEPER!
HOW MUCH IS
THIS BILAO?
TM WARMING
up TO IT/

ARE THEY
FOLLOWING
us?

TEN 8UCKS?
NO waAY!
I'LL &6IVE YOU
1.50 THAT'S IT,

TSK.
NO waAY,
THEY'RE

CLUELESS




OK THAT

THEY
WAS TOO OEFINITELY
FAST AND.... AQE!

DONT YOU
KNOW HOW
TO
HAGGLE?

/ WE'RE
| gEING

[ FOLLOWED
NEED TO
MOVE!
FAST!!

ouTt OF
OuR wAY!







GET ON
QUICKLY

£ . i\ ] LEAVE IT/
> - THEY ARE
i COMING!

THEY ARE
GAINING ON
us!




AND....
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THERES
A
CEMENT
TRUCK

1607
AN
I0EA...
HOLD
ON!/




OM&! THEY
STOPPED!

THROUGH
HERE! WE
WILL LOSE
THEM!



CHADPTER
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WITH NOTHING BUT DUST AND
DETERMINATION...

GG

..WE HEADED
FOR DIRE DAWA

WE WENT STRAIGHT TO
THE PALACE, LIKE BEGGARS
AT A BANQUET




HELLO
IM HERE TO

[ DEMAND TO
SEE WHO 1S
IN CHARGE

EVERYONE IS
AT THE TRAIN
STATION
ANYWAY

STOP ENTRY
NOT
ALLOWED




WELL LOOK
WHO CAME TO
HIS SENSES.

COME! MEET
MY
ASSOCIATE!

SURPRISED?




Lyoe
COULD'NT
BELIEVE MY

EYES! /

[ DIDNT
REMEMBER
YOU ON THE
TRAIN

MY SON, THERE

IS A REASON
FOR
QY TH




ATCH OUT,
SHARP,

LET HIM
THROUEGH. HE
GAVE IT UP. /B

S~

ALL THAT FOR
NOTHING...

WOW THIS IS
NICE!

WAIT! HOLD
ONA MINUTE!




TS NOT
THE REAL
ONE/!

TADESSE!




THEY'RE IN A
CAR WE CAN
USE THE
wOODS!

I T AT




COMING
THROUGH

k

EXCUSE ME
PARDON ME

I'LL START
PLAYING
AND YOU
DO YOUR

THING...




AND WHAT DO
YOU CALL
YOURSELVES

LADIES AND
GENTS! PUT
YOUR HANDS
TOGETHER
FOR

THE
TRACKS
OF LIFE!

OK I;LL PLAY
THE KIRAR,
YOU READ
THE PARTS

OF THE
JOURNAL
THAT INSPIRE




THEY SAID
WE WERE
DIVIDED—
8Y TRIBE,
8Y
TONGUE,
8Y
BOROER...

AND SO SHE
BEGAN ONE OF
THE GREATEST
SPEECHES WHILE | BUT UMAR

PLAYED SAMATAR
i WROTE: WE ARE
ONE PEOPLE,
WALKING
& - DIFFERENT
- PATHS ON THE
SAME LAND."

IT EVEN INSPIRED
RAS MOLA TO
LEAVE EARLY!

HE BELIEVED
UNITY ISN'T
GIVEN—IT'S

MADE,

CHOSEN.

LIVED....

+."NOT JUST IN WAR OR
SPEECHES, 8UT IN HOW
WE WALK BESIDE EACH
OTHER. THAT'S WHY HE
CALLED IT 'THE TRACKS
OF LIFE.” ONE
JOURNEY. ONE FUTLIRE."



