
Unleashing American Energy - A Story of 
Promise, Conflict, and the Future of Rural 
America 
Rural America has long been the backbone of the nation—feeding its people, fueling 
its economy, and carrying its traditions forward. But when it comes to energy policy, 
rural voices have often been drowned out by the hum of urban priorities and 
renewable energy hype. Enter President Donald Trump’s executive order, 
“Unleashing American Energy,” signed on January 20, 2025. This bold policy seeks 
to prioritize reliable, traditional energy sources over what many in rural communities 
see as disruptive and impractical renewable mandates. 

While the executive order offers hope for restoring balance and common sense, it also 
introduces complications, conflicts, and critical questions. This is a story about 
power—not just the kind that keeps the lights on, but the power to shape the future of 
rural America. 
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Chapter 1 - The New Energy Blueprint 

President Trump’s executive order represents a seismic shift in America’s energy 
strategy. At its core, the policy focuses on bolstering traditional energy sectors like 
oil, natural gas, and coal, while putting the brakes on renewable energy mandates that 
have often been costly and disruptive for rural communities. 

Expanding Domestic Energy Exploration 

One of the key provisions of the executive order is the expansion of energy 
exploration on federal lands and waters, including the Outer Continental Shelf. This 
policy prioritizes tapping into the nation’s vast reserves of oil, natural gas, and coal to 
ensure a stable and affordable energy supply. 

Why This Matters to Rural America: Imagine you’re harvesting your crops, and the 
power goes out because the grid relies on energy sources that depend on the weather. 
Fossil fuels don’t leave you guessing. By focusing on reliable energy, this policy 
ensures your farm has the power it needs—whether it’s running irrigation pumps in a 
drought or keeping your barns warm in a freeze. 

Reclaiming Critical Mineral Production 

The executive order also emphasizes increasing domestic production of rare earth 
minerals like lithium and cobalt, which are essential for renewable technologies like 
solar panels, wind turbines, and electric vehicles (EVs). Currently, much of the global 
supply comes from countries with poor labor and environmental standards. 

The Rural Connection: For communities near mining regions, this policy means 
jobs—good-paying jobs. For everyone else, it means less reliance on foreign powers 
for critical materials. It’s about keeping the benefits and the responsibilities within our 
borders. 

Ending Renewable Energy Mandates 

For years, renewable energy mandates have forced communities to adopt solutions 
that often disrupt local landscapes without delivering meaningful benefits. This 
executive order eliminates federally mandated renewable projects, giving states and 
local governments more control over their energy decisions. 

What This Means for Farmers: No more pressure to lease out valuable farmland for 
solar farms or subsidize wind turbines that serve urban areas while causing noise 



pollution and reducing property values in your community. This policy puts the 
power—literally—back in your hands. 

Protecting Consumer Freedom 

Recent regulations have targeted everyday appliances like gas stoves, dishwashers, 
and lightbulbs, forcing consumers to adopt less effective and more expensive 
alternatives. This executive order rolls back those restrictions, ensuring you can 
choose products based on what works for your household. 

A Practical Benefit: No more dishwashers that take hours to clean or dim lightbulbs 
that don’t properly illuminate your barn. It’s about keeping the tools that work. 

Chapter 2 - The Renewable Energy Dilemma 

Renewable energy has long been sold as the future, a green revolution that will save 
the planet. But for rural communities, the costs of this “revolution” often outweigh the 
benefits. 

The Cost to Taxpayers 

Renewable energy projects—like solar farms and wind turbines—depend heavily on 
taxpayer-funded subsidies to remain financially viable. These subsidies 
disproportionately benefit urban areas, while rural taxpayers are left footing the bill. 

A Harsh Reality: Imagine being asked to subsidize an expensive urban EV project 
while struggling to afford diesel fuel for your tractor. This executive order aims to 
correct that imbalance. 

Grid Instability 

Wind and solar are inherently intermittent energy sources. They depend on weather 
conditions, which means when the sun doesn’t shine or the wind doesn’t blow, the 
grid has to rely on fossil fuels for backup. This unpredictability drives up energy costs 
and creates logistical challenges for grid operators. 

Why It Matters: Farmers can’t wait for the sun to come out when their crops need 
water or their livestock needs warmth. Fossil fuels provide the dependable energy that 
renewable sources can’t always guarantee. 

Land and Legacy 



Renewable projects often require vast amounts of land, much of it farmland. Solar 
farms and wind turbines can displace agricultural activities, disrupt ecosystems, and 
reduce property values. 

The Landowner’s Dilemma: For many rural families, land isn’t just property—it’s 
heritage. This executive order acknowledges the importance of protecting land from 
large-scale renewable developments that offer short-term financial gains but long-
term costs. 

Foreign Dependencies 

Here’s the irony: while renewables are marketed as a path to energy independence, 
they rely on materials like lithium and cobalt, much of which is imported from 
countries with poor labor and environmental standards. This creates a new 
dependency, undermining the very independence renewables claim to promote. 

Chapter 3 - Internal Conflicts in the Administration 

While the executive order sends a clear message about the administration’s priorities, 
not everyone within the team is on the same page. Secretary of the Department of the 
Interior Doug Burgum has introduced a more nuanced approach to energy policy. 

Burgum’s Push for Carbon Capture 

Burgum, a long-time advocate for carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies, 
believes that fossil fuels can coexist with environmental responsibility. As Governor 
of North Dakota, he set a goal for the state to reach carbon neutrality by 2030 through 
the use of CCS, which captures emissions from fossil fuels and stores them 
underground. 

A New Debate: Burgum’s advocacy for CCS introduces the possibility of compromise 
within the administration. While President Trump’s executive order firmly opposes 
renewable mandates, Burgum’s emphasis on balancing fossil fuel use with 
environmental concerns could shape future policies. 

Why Local Resistance Still Matters 

Federal policies can set the stage, but the fight often happens locally. Whether it’s 
attending public hearings, lobbying your local government, or organizing grassroots 
campaigns, the power to protect your community lies in your hands. 



Chapter 4 - The Impact on Renewable Energy 

The renewable energy industry is already feeling the effects of the executive order. 
European companies like Denmark’s Ørsted and Portugal’s EDP Renováveis have 
suffered financial setbacks as U.S. offshore wind projects face delays and 
cancellations. TotalEnergies SE recently halted a wind farm project off the New 
York-New Jersey coastline, citing the administration’s policies. 

A Ripple Effect: Critics argue that these actions could increase costs for states relying 
on renewables to meet climate goals, but supporters see them as necessary corrections 
to a system that has long ignored the needs of rural communities. 

Conclusion - A Future Worth Fighting For 

The “Unleashing American Energy” executive order is a bold move that prioritizes 
practicality, reliability, and rural values. It challenges renewable energy mandates that 
have often left rural America paying the price for urban ambitions. But the fight 
doesn’t end with a signature on an executive order. With voices like Secretary 
Burgum advocating for carbon capture and external pressures from renewable energy 
companies, the battle for America’s energy future is far from over. 

For rural communities, this isn’t just about energy—it’s about protecting land, 
preserving heritage, and ensuring that the voices of America’s heartland are heard. 
Your farm, your family, your future—they’re worth fighting for. 
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