St. Luke Lutheran Church

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 21, 2025
8:15 a.m.

SERMON
Pastor Johnson
Who is like the Lord our God?
—Psalm 113:5a



Welcome to

St. Luke Lutheran Church
20 Candlewood Path
Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398
Church: 631-499-8656 - Fax: 631-462-6496
Preschool: 631-462-5216
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org
Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994

Welcome!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are present this day to
worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many blessings and seek His guidance and
comfort for each day of life.

« Be reverent and thoughtful in this Holy place.
+ Before the service, speak with God.

+« During the service, let God speak to you.

< After the service, speak to one another.

As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the
world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and honor. He is truly worthy of
our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now we shall hear again the great story of
salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia!

Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service.

The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. Those who
partake witness their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If you have confessed your
sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s Supper and believe in the presence of
Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body and blood of Christ, please join us for the celebration
of Holy Communion.

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion

8:15am & 10:45am w/ Sunday School

Contemporary Band plays Sundays two times/month (check online calendar)
Sundays at 10:45 AM

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Sunday morning between services at 9:30 AM
Wednesday Mornings online at 10:00 AM

The C.A.R.E Team encourages anyone experiencing illness or a challenging situation in their life to
reach out to us for support. Support can consist of emotional/spiritual support, meals, transportation, help
with errands or chores, and other areas as they are identified. Contact via Hotline: (631) 600-0271

Or email careteam@stlukedixhills.org Coordinators: Trish Klare & Amanda Fenty

Mission Statement
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving.
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PRELUDE
Chorale Fantasia on "O God Our Help" - Hubert Parry

GREETING

INTROIT: Handbell Choir (8:15)
“I've Got Peace Like a River” - arr. Sandra Eithun

Stand

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

People: Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: Most Merciful God,

People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



OPENING HYMN

“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name” LBW 328 vv. 1-4
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let  an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 Crown him, you mar-tyrs of our God, who from his al - tar call;
3 0 seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
4 Hail him, you heirs of  Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call
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bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car- nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all
Ex - tol the stem of Jes -se’s rod and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God 1in - car- nate, man di- vine—and crown him Lord of all.
GREETING
Deacon: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.



KYRIE - LBW p.56
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men




HYMN OF PRAISE - THIS IS THE FEAST... - LBW p.60-61
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le- lu - ia,
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slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing,and glo - ry are his.
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might be to God and the Lamb for- ev - er. A - men.
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Al-le - In - ia, al-le- lm-1ia, al-1le - - ia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: and also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn
love for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

Sit

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

4Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,

Ssaying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,

and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?



We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,

®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 113
(Spoken Responsively)

"Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD.
2 Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be praised.
“The LORD is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.

SWho is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,
pbut stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

"The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8 enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.

®The LORD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

' First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. ® This is right and acceptable before
God our Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. °For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
¢who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.” For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (|
am telling the truth; | am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.
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Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLEUIA AND VERSE
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 16" chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

'Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. *| have decided
what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their
homes.’ °So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil." He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” “ Then he asked another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take
your bill and make it eighty.” 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light. ° And | tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you
into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest
in a very little is dishonest also in much. "' If, then, you have not been faithful with the
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 2 And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? '*No slave can
serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
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Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON
Pastor Johnson
Who is like the Lord our God?
—Psalm 113:5a
Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY
“How Great Thou Art” LBW 532
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0 Lord my God, when I in awe-some won-der  con-sid-er

1
2 When through the woods and for - est glades I  wan-der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all  the works thy hand hath made, [ see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when | look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, thy pow’r through-out the u - ni-verse dis-played;
gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”

Cont’'d >
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Refrain
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Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
0 | . pr—
PN . T e R —
= FESSE S S SESE
[ | @ [ 1
4 = __ & v_® '
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thee, how great thou art! How great thou  art!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Or, to the dead.

**meaning, universal

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with “God of grace,”
The response is “receive our prayer.”

Pastor: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.
People: Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Please do so with a wave, handshake, or however you feel comfortable.
Hand sanitizer is available in the sanctuary.
Ask an usher if you don’t see one.

Sit
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
“Jesus Bids Us Shine” - Kenneth Leighton
Stand

OFFERING HYMN
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806
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thanks to the Ho - ly One, Give thanks be-cause He's giv-en__

Cont’d 2>
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Give thanks, __ give  thanks.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray. O Lord our God, maker of all things,

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts.

With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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® The Lord be with  you And al - so with you.
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® Jet us give thanks to the Lord our God.
n ! T Y [ ——
AT T
. T
[y
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join the
unending hymn:
SANCTUS
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
Sit

LAMB OF GOD
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Lambof God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
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world; have mer- cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way  the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION

MUSIC

“There Is a Balm in Gilead” WOV 737

Refrain
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There is a balm m Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e- ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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’yL L | | ‘ ;\ ] | - [7] - J i\ ] I i -
S ————
but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne'er re-fuse to  lend.
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“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LBW 320

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
soon bears us all away;

we fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the op’ning day.
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I O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - ftore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A  thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel -ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
sufl - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!

“I Love to Tell the Story” LBW 390
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1 love to tell the sto - 1y of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - r1y: how pleas-anl o re - peatl
3 1 love to tell the sto - 1y, for those who know it best
O, ' — - |
s
o) - I I ! ' ] I
of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time 1 tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing  to hear it like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto-ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I  sing the new, new  song,
Cont’d >
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it sat - is-fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes - sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
I'll sing the old, old sto - ry that I have loved so long.

A Refrain . . .

AL I ) I I — o o)
(> I I P~ . P » o I 1
5 o o — | ¥ | r I ' L

I love to tell the sto-ry; Tl sing this theme in  glo-1y
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and tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.

Stand
POST-COMMUNION HYMN
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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He re- calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks- giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Deacon: Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with
thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.

18



BLESSING

Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
People: Amen.
Sit
MINISTRY NEWS
Stand
CLOSING HYMN
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” LBW 294
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1 My hope is  built on noth - ing less than
2 When dark - ness veils his love - ly face, I
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus -
4 When he shall come with trum - pet sound, oh,
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Je - sus’ blood and righ - teous - ness; no mer - it of my
rest on his un - chang-ing grace; in ev - 'ry high and
tain me in the rag - ing flood; when all sup - ports  are
may | then in him be found, clothed in his righ - teous -
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own I claim, but whol - ly lean  on Je - sus’ name.
storm - y gale my an - chor holds with - in the  veil.
washed a - way, he then is all  my hope and stay.
ness a - lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
0 Refrain
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On Christ, the sol -id  rock, I stand;all oth-er ground is  sink - ing sand.
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Deacon:
People:

A SENDING WORD

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“All Praise to You Eternal Lord” - Sigrid Karg-Elert

** Church Attendance and Offerings **

Attendance week ending 9/7/2025
Rally Day - Sunday, September 7, 2025: 10:45 AM:110

Offerings Received in July 2025
(total monthly offerings includes online giving)

ACTUAL July Regular Offerings Received:
Regular Weekly Offerings: $14,999.78
Loose Plate: $207.00

Total Offerings July: $15,206.78
Regular Monthly Budgeted: $22,608.33

Year to Date 2025-2026 (July-June): $15,206.78
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