St. Luke Lutheran Church

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2026
9:30 a.m.

Whoever

fwelcomes you f
welcomes me;

MATTHEW 10:40

Sermon
Deacon Paul Rafuse



Welcome to

St. Luke Lutheran Church
20 Candlewood Path
Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398
Church: 631-499-8656 - Fax: 631-462-6496
Preschool: 631-462-5216
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org
Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994

Welcome!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are present this day to
worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many blessings and seek His guidance and
comfort for each day of life.

o,
o

Be reverent and thoughtful in this Holy place.
Before the service, speak with God.

During the service, let God speak to you.
After the service, speak to one another.

o,
o

.
o

.
o

As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the
world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and honor. He is truly worthy of
our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now we shall hear again the great story of
salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluial

Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service.

The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. Those who
partake witness their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If you have confessed your
sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s Supper and believe in the presence of
Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body and blood of Christ, please join us for the celebration
of Holy Communion.

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
8:15am & 10:45am w/ Sunday School returns in September

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays: Traditional w/ Holy Communion at 9:30am
Thursdays: Traditional w/ Holy Communion at 7:30 PM begins June 25"

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Bible Studies are on pause

The C.A.R.E Team encourages anyone experiencing illness or a challenging situation in their life to
reach out to us for support. Support can consist of emotional/spiritual support, meals, transportation, help
with errands or chores, and other areas as they are identified. Contact via Hotline: (631) 600-0271

Or email careteam@stlukedixhills.org Coordinators: Trish Klare & Amanda Fenty

Mission Statement
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving.
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ABOUT TODAY
Baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and death.
In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones
serves Christ himself. We are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world
and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

PRELUDE
The Church's One Foundation - Robert Hobby

PASTORAL GREETING
CALL FOR PRAYERS

Stand
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins

Deacon: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Deacon: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Deacon:  Merciful God,

People: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our
own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away
from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience,
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In
your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

Deacon:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in His name, He gives the power to become children of God and
has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved. Grant this Lord, unto us all.

People: Amen.



OPENING HYMN

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LBW 499
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 vraise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help [I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, 1 feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may | still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.




KYRIE LSB 204
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

[ | — \
b r} N

v | I I I
| I N |
gj/"*é/ ~

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
o) | ‘
7 ———— 1 NT—1— } | [ —
e e e, e e 4 o
1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Deacon: The Lord be with you.
People: and also with you.
Deacon: Let us pray. Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that

we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its
directing. In Jesus name,
People: Amen.



Sit
First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9
(The test of a true prophet)

>The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD, ¢ and the prophet Jeremiah
said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have
prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the
LORD and all the exiles. " But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and in
the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. ° As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:153-160
(Preserve my life from those who do not heed your law)

153 Look on my misery and rescue me,
for | do not forget your law.
154 plead my cause and redeem me;
give me life according to your promise.

155 Salvation is far from the wicked,
for they do not seek your statutes.
156 Great is your mercy, O LORD;
be gracious to me according to your justice.

57 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries,
yet | do not swerve from your decrees.

58] look at the faithless with disgust
because they do not keep your commands.

%9 Consider how | love your precepts;
be gracious to me according to your steadfast love.
160 The sum of your word is truth,
and every one of your righteous ordinances endures forever.



Second Reading: Romans 7:1-13
(Released from the law, Bound to Christ)

1Or do you not know, brothers and sisters—for | am speaking to those who know the
law—that the law is binding on a person only during that person’s lifetime? 2 Thus a
married woman is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives, but if her
husband dies, she is discharged from the law concerning the husband. * Accordingly, she
will be called an adulteress if she belongs to another man while her husband is alive. But
if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she belongs to another man, she is
not an adulteress.

*In the same way, my brothers and sisters, you have died to the law through the body
of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead in
order that we may bear fruit for God. ° For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. ¢ But
now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive, so that we are
enslaved in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the written code.

"What then are we to say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had not been for
the law, | would not have known sin. | would not have known what it is to covet if the law
had not said, “You shall not covet.”  But sin, seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law sin lies
dead. °| was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin
revived '°and | died, and the very commandment that promised life proved to be death to
me. "' For sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, deceived me and through it
killed me. '2So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good.

3 Did what is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin that was working
death in me through what is good, in order that it might be shown to be sin, so that
through the commandment sin might become sinful beyond measure.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE- LSB p. 205
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Deacon: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10" chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:34-42
(Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me)

34“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring
peace but a sword.

35 For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

% and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, ¥ and whoever does not take up the
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. * Those who find their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it.

40“\Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. ' Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous
person will receive the reward of the righteous, “2and whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit



HYMN OF THE DAY
“l, the Lord of Sea and Sky” (Here | Am, Lord) WOV 752
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1 “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo-ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snowand rain, I have borne my peo-ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poorand lame.
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All who dwell in deep - est sin my hand will save.
I  have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, whomade the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright,
I will break their hearts of stone, give themhearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1  will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall T send?”
1 will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
1 will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.
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SERMON
Deacon Paul Rafuse

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED - LBW p.85

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Deacon:

People:

Deacon:
People:

Sit

Stand

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with “God of grace,”
The response is “hear our prayer.”

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY
“Holy Spirit, Ever Swelling” - Paul Manz

OFFERING PRESENTATION & OFFERING HYMN

11



OFFERING HYMN
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, Give thanks to the
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thanks to the Ho - ly One, Give thanks be-cause He's giv-en__
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Give thanks, give  thanks.
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Deacon:
People:

Deacon:
People

Deacon:
People

Deacon:
People

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Heavenly Father,

we humbly offer to you the gifts of our treasures, talents, and time.
Use them to your glory, and for the benefit of all your people; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING - LBW 88

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
(The Congregation will speak the words in unison
as we have pre-consecrated elements.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you. This, do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My "I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This, do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER

Deacon: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Deacon: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
Sit

LAMB OF GOD /AGNUS DEI LsB 210
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4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;

You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.
HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION MUSIC
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LBW 523
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er dwell-ing in the ho-liest realms of  light;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as the church’s ver - y life;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er work-ing through the church’s min - is - fry;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o’er a worldof gloom and night;
Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er striv-ingthroughus in a  cease- less strife;
quick-"ning, strength-'ning, and ab-solv-ing, set - ting cap-tive sin - ners free;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er form-ing in the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to soul
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liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir - it, you we praiseand mag - ni - fy.
you we praise with end - less wor-ship for your gifts and fruits un - priced.
in  com-mu-nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol
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“l Received the Living God” WOV 700

Refrain
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I re - ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
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I re - ceived the liv-ing God, and my heartis full of joy.
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread knead-ed long (o give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I amthe way, and my Fa-therlongs for you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; it you fol-low close to me,
4 Je-sus  said: I am the life far from whom no thing can grow,
n . . . . Refrain
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you who will par-take of me neednot ev - er fear to die.

so I come tobringyou home o be one with us a - new.
you will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you [rce.
but re - ceive this liv-ing bread, and my Spir-it you shall know.

“Lord, Speak to Us, that We May Speak” LBW 403
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1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak  in
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lcad the
3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach  the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
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liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d’ring and the wa - v'ring feet; oh, feed wus, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and wing our words, that
il our ver -y hearts o’er - flow in kin - dling thought and
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Stand
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let us seck your  stray - ing  chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may feed your  hun- g'ring ones  with man - na  Sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - ya heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell,  your praise to  show.
POST COMMUNION HYMN
Nunc Dimittis — LSB p.211
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go - ry Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Deacon: Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the Body and Blood of
your Son, and for assuring us that we are living members and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. Send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to
love and serve you as faithful witnesses, through Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

BLESSING
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Deacon: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People: Amen.

Sit
MINISTRY NEWS

Stand
CLOSING HYMN

“The Church's One Foundation” LBW 369
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry mna - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,

4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,

0 | | |

@Imly e e e ) e i

J ———t—tt—1 | s o
she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweetcom - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.

Cont’d 2>
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From heav'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up:“How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,

Q b [ [ | I I y I y

y AN l{,- | | | | a | | | | | | | 1 |
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

A SENDING WORD

Deacon: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“The Master Came to Bring Good News” - Jeffrey Blersch
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** Church Attendance and Offerings **

Attendance week ending 6/21/2026
Sunday, June 21, 2026

Offerings Received in May 2026
(total monthly offerings includes online giving)

May 2026 Offerings Received:
Regular Weekly Offerings: $13880.70
Loose Plate: $240.11
Celebrations $5.00

TOTAL May 2026: $14,125.81
Budgeted: $22,608.33

Year to Date Received (July through May) 2025-2026: $207,932.59

St. Luke Church Council 2026

Ken Wenz President kpwenz@gmail.com
Jackie Guidone Vice-President Jackies7fromhvn@aol.com
Anna Schwen Secretary Aschwen1123@gmail.com
Brenda Lentsch Treasurer Treasurer@stlukedixhills.org
Denise Norman Christian Education Denisenorman231@gmail.com
Tony Fisher Property Afisher1855@gmail.com
Michele Castro Finance Michelel25@yahoo.com
Theresa Clark Evangelism Teesamarie33@gmail.com
Lori Etienne Parish Life lletiennel3@gmail.com
Nancy Gossow Worship Nggl23@aol.com
Sandi McDermott Missions/Social Concerns Sandib.mcder@gmail.com
Trisha Klare Stewardship Tsklare402@gmail.com
Rey Rivera Youth Reinrivera9@gmail.com
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