St. Luke Lutheran Church
The Ascension of Our Lord
May 17, 2026
10:45 a.m. Contemporary

SERMON
Rev. Arthur Gillespie
"Come, Sit a Spell”
—Hebrews 1:1-3



Welcome to

St. Luke Lutheran Church
20 Candlewood Path
Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398
Church: 631-499-8656 - Fax: 631-462-6496
Pastor Johnson (708) 738-2512
Preschool: 631-462-5216
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org
Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994

Welcome!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are present this day
to worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many blessings and seek His guidance
and comfort for each day of life.

0

< Be reverent and thoughtful in this Holy place.

0,

< Before the service, speak with God.

0,

< During the service, let God speak to you.

0,

< After the service, speak to one another.

As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the
world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and honor. He is truly worthy of
our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now we shall hear again the great story of
salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia!

Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service.

The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. Those who
partake witness of their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If you have confessed your
sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s Supper and believe in the presence of
Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body and blood of Christ, please join us for the
celebration of Holy Communion.

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
8:15am & 10:45am w/ Sunday School

Contemporary Band plays Sundays two times/month (check online calendar)
Sundays at 10:45 AM

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Sunday morning between services at 9:30 AM begins March 8th
Wednesday Mornings online at 10:00 AM for Lent

The C.A.R.E Team encourages anyone experiencing illness or a challenging situation in their life to
reach out to us for support. Support can consist of emotional/spiritual support, meals, transportation, help
with errands or chores, and other areas as they are identified. Contact via Hotline: (631) 600-0271

Or email careteam@stlukedixhills.org Coordinators: Trish Klare & Amanda Fenty

Mission Statement
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving.
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Stand

PASTORAL GREETING

CALL FOR PRAYERS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Most Merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SONGS



OPENING SONG
10,000 Reasons

Chorus:

Bless the Lord oh my soul; Oh my soul
Worship His Holy name; Sing like never before
Oh my soul, I'll worship Your Holy nhame

The sun comes up It's a new day dawning

It's time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass And whatever lies before me

Let me be singing When the evening comes... Chorus

You're rich in love And You're slow to anger

Your name is great And Your heart is kind

For all Your goodness | will keep on singing

Ten thousand reasons For my heart to find... Chorus

And on that day When my strength is failing
The end draws near And my time has come
Still my soul will Sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years And then forevermore... Chorus

OPENING PRAYER

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: and also with you.
Pastor: Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,

ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind
and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11
(The Ascension of Our Lord)

[Luke writes:] 'In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
teach 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days
and speaking about the kingdom of God. * While staying with them, he ordered them not
to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is
what you have heard from me; °for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
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6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” " He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ° When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '® While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. "' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-3
(Sat down at the right hand of God)

"Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
2put in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and
the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high,

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24™ chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
(The Ascension of Our Lord)

44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that | spoke to
you while | was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”** Then he opened their minds to understand
the scriptures, “6and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day #” and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. ¢ You are witnesses
of these things. “° And see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay
here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
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%0Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
5" While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.
52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, °®and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY
Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior,

Lord, there is none like you.

All of my days | want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.

My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that | am
never cease to worship you.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar

at the sound of your name.

| sing for joy at the work of your hands;

forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.

Nothing compares to the promise | have in you.

REPEAT ALL

SERMON
Rev. Arthur Gillespie
"Come, Sit a Spell"
—Hebrews 1:1-3

Invitation, The "After," The "Where" and the "Why," Enjoy.



Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with “In Jesus’ Name,”
The response is “Amen.”

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE - LBW p.86

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.



Sit
OFFERING SONG
Holy is the Lord

Verse

We stand and lift up our hands

For the joy of the Lord is our strength
We bow down and worship Him now
How great how awesome is He

And together we sing

Chorus

Holy is the Lord God Almighty
The earth is filled with His glory
Holy is the Lord God Almighty
The earth is filled with His glory
The earth is filled with His glory

Verse

We stand and lift up our hands

For the joy of the Lord is our strength
We bow down and worship Him now
How great how awesome is He

And together we sing; Everyone sing

Chorus

Holy is the Lord God Almighty
The earth is filled with His glory
Holy is the Lord God Almighty
The earth is filled with His glory
The earth is filled with His glory

Bridge

It’s rising up all around

It's the anthem of the Lord's renown
It's rising up all around

It's the anthem of the Lord's renown

And together we sing; Everyone sing

Chorus



Stand

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you,
People: O Lord our God, maker of all things,

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts.

With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
Sit

HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONGS
You are my King

I'm forgiven, because You were forsaken
I'm accepted, You were condemned

I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me
Because you died and rose again

Amazing love, how can it be

That You my king would die for me?
Amazing love, | know it's true

And It's my joy to honor You

In all I do I honor You

(Repeat from beginning)

You are my king, You are my king
Jesus, You are my king, Jesus, You are my king



What a Beautiful Name

Verse 1

You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation

Now revealed in You our Christ

Chorus 1

What a beautiful Name it is

What a beautiful Name it is

The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this

What a beautiful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

Verse 2

You didn't want heaven without us

So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great Your love was greater
What could separate us now

Chorus 2

What a wonderful Name it is

What a wonderful Name it is

The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is
Nothing compares to this

What a wonderful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

What a wonderful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

Bridge 1
Death could not hold You

The veil tore before You

You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring

The praise of Your glory

For You are raised to life again
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Bridge 2
You have no rival

You have no equal

Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom

Yours is the glory

Yours is the Name above all names

Chorus 3

What a powerful Name it is

What a powerful Name it is

The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is
Nothing can stand against

What a powerful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

What a beautiful Name it is

What a beautiful Name it is

The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this

What a beautiful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart -}« in peace.

People: Amen.

Stand

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Deacon: Living One,
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of
your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.

People: Amen.
BLESSING LSB & LBW p.95
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
People: Amen.
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Sit
MINISTRY NEWS
Stand

CLOSING SONG
Light of the World

You are the Light of the World
You are the Light of the World
So shine, shine, shine where you are
You are the Light of the World

You are a city on a hill
You are a city on a hill
So shine, shine, shine where you are
You are a city on a hill

You are a candle in the dark
You are a candle in the dark
So shine, shine, shine where you are
You are a candle in the dark

You are a star in the night
You are a star in the night
So shine, shine, shine where you are
You are a star in the night

You are the Light of the World
You are the Light of the World
So shine, shine, shine where you are
You are the Light of the World
A SENDING WORD

Deacon: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
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