St. Luke Lutheran Church

Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 11, 2025
8:15a.m. & 10:45a.m.

In The Permanent Grip
of the Good Shepherd \~t

John 10:22-5¢

SERMON
Pastor Johnson
God’s death grip
“No one will snatch them out of my hand.”
—John 10:28b



Welcome to

St. Luke Lutheran Church
20 Candlewood Path
Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398
Church: 631-499-8656 - Fax: 631-462-6496
Preschool: 631-462-5216
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org
Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994

Welcome!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are present this day to
worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many blessings and seek His guidance and
comfort for each day of life.

o,
o

Be reverent and thoughtful in this Holy place.
Before the service, speak with God.

During the service, let God speak to you.
After the service, speak to one another.

o,
o

.
o

.
o

As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the
world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and honor. He is truly worthy of
our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now we shall hear again the great story of
salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia!

Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service.

The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. Those who
partake witness their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If you have confessed your
sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s Supper and believe in the presence of
Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body and blood of Christ, please join us for the celebration
of Holy Communion.

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
8:15am & 10:45am w/ Sunday School
Contemporary Band plays Sundays two times/month (check online calendar)
Sundays at 10:45 AM

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Sunday morning between services at 9:30 AM
Wednesday Mornings online at 10:00 AM

The C.A.R.E Team encourages anyone experiencing illness or a challenging situation in their life to
reach out to us for support. Support can consist of emotional/spiritual support, meals, transportation, help
with errands or chores, and other areas as they are identified. Contact via Hotline: (631) 600-0271

Or email careteam@stlukedixhills.org ~ Coordinators: Trish Klare & Amanda Fenty

Mission Statement
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving.
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PRELUDE
Variations on "Come, Come, Ye Saints - Franklin Ashdown

GREETING

INTROIT: Handbell Choir (8:15)
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” - Lloyd Larson

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Most Merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN
“Lift High the Cross” LBW 377

Refrain
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Lift high  the cross,

king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
Thc hosts of  God in con - qu'ring ranks com- bine.
Bear on their brows  the seal of him who died.
As thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.

5. So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the crucified for Victory! Refrain

INSTRUMENTAL: Youth Musicians
“Let All Things Now Living” - arr. by Denny Glasscock
Mikayla Smith, Chloe Cheong, Esther Cheong, Nancy Baglio
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - lain trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um- phant sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ¢ - fied
Lord, once lift - the glo - rious tree,

Refrain




GREETING

Deacon: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE - THIS IS THE FEAST... - LBW p.60-61
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,

al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - Iu - ia. 1] Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing,and glo - ry are his.

This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,

al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. 1] Sing with all the peo- ple of God, and

join in the hymn of all cre-a - tion:  Bless- ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: and also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your
eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43

3 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 3 At that time she became ill and
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. * Since Lydda was
near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” *°* So Peter got up and went with them, and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
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weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with
them. 4% Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to
the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she
sat up. * He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. *2 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. 3 Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23
(Spoken Responsively)

1 The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.

3 He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff they comfort me.

> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | shall dwellin the house of the LORD forever.

ANTHEM: ADULT CHOIR (10:45)
“A Home of Grace” - Irish Melody arr. Joseph Martin

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17

° After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. *° They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!”
1 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, *?singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”



13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” | said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
18 They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat,
7 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ALLEUIA AND VERSE
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words of e - ter - nal life Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10" chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30

22 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 2*and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 2*So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” 2 Jesus answered, “| have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that | do in my Father’'s name testify to me, 2° but you do not believe because you
do not belong to my sheep. 2’ My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me.
28] give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. 2° My Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no one can
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. *° The Father and | are one.”
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Pastor:

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Pastor Johnson
God’s death grip
“No one will snatch them out of my hand.”
—John 10:28b
HYMN OF THE DAY
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LBW 456
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1 The King of love my shep - herd s, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet n

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with

thee, dear
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I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - nal feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.
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APOSTLES’ CREED (8:15)

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Or, to the dead.
**meaning, universal

HOLY BAPTISM (10:45)

Ruskin Ferruzza
Son of Susan & Steven Ferruzza

RITE OF BAPTISM

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity;
by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the
Church, the Body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

Sponsors present the candidate:
11



Pastor: How is your child named?

The presiding minister addresses parents:

Pastor:

Parents:

Pastor:

Pastor:

Pastor:

Pastor:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have Ruskin baptized into Christ?
I do

As you bring Ruskin to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities: to live with Ruskin among God'’s faithful people, place in his
hands the Holy Scriptures, encourage him toward the faithful reception of
the Lord’s Supper, teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, pray for him and support his ongoing instruction and
nurture in the Christian faith so that Ruskin may learn to trust God, proclaim
Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Ruskin grow in the Christian faith and life? | do.
Sponsors, do you promise to assist Susan and Steven and nurture Ruskin
in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help
him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the Church?

| do.

People of God, do you promise to support Ruskin and pray for his new life in
Christ? We do.

PROCLAMATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set
us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

Do you renounce the devil, all his works, and all his ways and do you renounce those
forces, powers of the world, and sin that defy and rebel against God and draw us away
from him?

Yes, | renounce them.

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

HOLY BAPTISM

Pastor: Ruskin, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Ruskin, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the -+
Cross of Christ forever. Let us pray. The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all
your sins strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.

Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s
righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the
judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.

Receive this burning light. Jesus said, | am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
have the light of life. Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

The minister and the baptismal group face the assembly.
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Let us welcome the newly baptized. In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a
member of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and heir with us of all the treasures of heaven
in the one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our
brother in Christ, that together we might hear his Word, receive his gifts, and proclaim the
praises of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord!

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God,”
The response is “Your mercy is great.”

Pastor: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you
are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
People: Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Please do so with a wave, handshake, or however you feel comfortable.
Hand sanitizer is available in the sanctuary.
Ask an usher if you don’t see one.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY
“The Lord's My Shepherd” -arr. Diane Bish

OFFERING HYMN
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806
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Give thanks, give  thanks.

Pastor:
People:

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join the
unending hymn:
SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
LAMB OF GOD
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17



HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION MUSIC

“Blessed Assurance” WOV 699
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Bless-ed as-sur- ance, Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di - vine!
Per - fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.

Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its Afill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are  Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless-ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, [Ear - ly let us  turn to  You.

bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us  still.
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“Children of the Heavenly Father” LBW 474
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la  bar - na - ska - ra,
Chil - dren of the heav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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stjgr-nan ef pd him-la - fds - tet, fd-geln ef i kdn-da nds - tel.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Deacon:

People:

Deacon:
People:

Pastor:

People:

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

MINISTRY NEWS
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CLOSING HYMN
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” LBW 315
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1 Love di - vine, all  loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of
2 Breathe, oh, breathe  thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to
3 Come, Al - might - ¥ o de - liv - en let us
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure  and
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heav’'n, to earth come down! Fix in us thy
ev - ry trou - bled breast; let us all in
all thy life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re -
spot - less let us be; let us see thy
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hum - ble dwell - ing, all thy faith - ful mer - cies Ccrown.
thee in - her - it let us  find thy prom - ised rest.
turn, and nev - er, nev - er - more thy tem - ples leave.
greal sal - va - tion per - leet - ly r¢ - stored in thee!
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Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion, pure, un -
Take a - way the love of sin - ning; Al - pha
Thee we would be al - ways bless - ing, serve thee
Changed from glo - ry in - o glo - 1y, ull in
) | . ,
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bound - ed love thou  art; vis - it us with
and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise  thee
heav’n  we lake our place, ll we cast our
O i i R A — i I
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our  hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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Pastor:

People:
Deacon:
People:

A SENDING WORD

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
This Joyful Eastertide - Robert Hobby
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** Church Attendance and Offerings **

Attendance week ending 5/4/2025
Sunday May 4, 2025
8:15 AM:49 10:45 AM:153

Offerings Received in March 2025
(total monthly offerings includes online giving)

ACTUAL March Regular Offerings Received:

Regular Weekly Offerings: $29,263.69
Loose Plate: $625.00
Total March: $29,888.69

Regular Monthly Budgeted: $22,000.00

Year to Date (July-March): $197,394.00

St Luke Church Council 2025

Jackie Todaro

President

Jackies7fromhvn@aol.com

Ken Wenz Vice-President kpwenz@gmail.com
Trisha Klare Secretary Tsklare402@gmail.com
Brenda Lentsch Treasurer Treasurer@stlukedixhills.org

Denise Norman

Christian Education

Denisenorman231@gmail.com

Tony Fisher Property Afisher1855@gmail.com
Michele Castro Finance Michelel25@yahoo.com
Theresa Clark Evangelism Teesamarie33@gmail.com

Lori Etienne Parish Life lletiennel3@gmail.com
Glenn Schabel Worship gschabel@yahoo.com

Mike Recio

Stewardship

lutherjets@optonline.net

Sandi McDermott

Missions/Social Concerns

Sandibmcder@gmail.com

Mike Smith

Youth

michael@reliablepayrollservices.com
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