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Third Sunday in Lent
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Welcome to

St. Luke Lutheran Church
20 Candlewood Path
Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398
Church: 631-499-8656 - Fax: 631-462-6496
Preschool: 631-462-5216
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org
Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994

Welcome!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are present this day
to worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many blessings and seek His guidance
and comfort for each day of life.

0

< Bereverent and thoughtful in this Holy place.

0,

< Before the service, speak with God.

0,

< During the service, let God speak to you.

0,

< After the service, speak to one another.

As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the
world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and honor. He is truly worthy of
our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now we shall hear again the great story of
salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluial

Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service.

The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. Those who
partake witness their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If you have confessed your
sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s Supper, and believe in the presence of
Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body and blood of Christ, please join us for the
celebration of Holy Communion.

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
8:15am & 10:45am w/ Sunday School

Contemporary Band plays Sundays two times/month (check online calendar)
Sundays at 10:45 AM

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Sunday morning between services at 9:30 AM
Wednesday Mornings online at 10:00 AM

The C.A.R.E Team encourages anyone experiencing illness or a challenging situation in their life to
reach out to us for support. Support can consist of emotional/spiritual support, meals, transportation, help
with errands or chores, and other areas as they are identified. Contact via Hotline: (631) 600-0271

Or email careteam@stlukedixhills.org Coordinators: Trish Klare & Amanda Fenty

Mission Statement
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving.
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PRELUDE
Variations on Abide with Me - Emma Lou Diemer

PASTORAL GREETING

INTROIT: Handbell Choir
“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” - arr. Michael Helman

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS - LSB 203
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the *+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People: who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



OPENING HYMN
“Glories of Your Name Are Spoken” LBW 358
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I Glo - ries of your name are spo-ken, 7Zi - on, cit - y of our God;
2 See, the streamsof liv -ing wa - ters, spring-ing from e - ter - nal love,
3 Round each hab - i - ta-tion hov-ring, see the cloud and fire ap - pear
4 Sav - ior, since of Zi-on’s cit - y 1 through grace a mem-ber am,
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he whose word can - not be bro - ken formed you for his own a - bode.
well sup - ply your sonsand daugh-ters, and  all fear of want re - move.

for  a glo-ry and a cov - ring, show-ing that the Lord is  near.
let the world de - ride or pit - y, I will glo-ry in your name.
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On the Rock of A - ges found-ed, whatcan shake your sure re-pose?
Who can faint, while such a riv - er ev -er will their thirst as-suage?
Thus de - riv - ing from their ban - ner light by night and shade by day,
Fad-ing are the world-lings’ plea-sures, all their boast-ed pomp and show;
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With  sal - va-tion’s walls sur-round-ed, you may smile at all your foes.
Grace which, like the Lord, the giv - er, nev - er fails from age to  age.
safc  they feed up - on  the man - na which God gives them on their way.
sol - id joys and last- ing trea-sures none but Zi - on’s chil-dren know.
GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.



o)

5 I
R — — |
o oo
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P] For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

L R
| | | | A | |
| | | |
’ - o _ ~

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

—"
—

)
a

f i
| |

> - o _ ~
Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray.

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the
life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and
obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9

! Hear, everyone who thirsts;
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake their way
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
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9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 63:1-8

10 God, you are my God; eagerly | seek you; my soul thirsts for
you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where
there is no water.

2Therefore | have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.

4So will I bless you as long as | live
and lift up my hands in your name.

My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
Swhen | remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.

"For you have been my helper,

and under the shadow of your wings | will rejoice.
8My whole being clings to you;

your right hand holds me fast.

ANTHEM: Adult Choir
“l Want Jesus to Walk with Me” - arr. David Cherwien

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

11 do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea, ?and all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea, ®and all ate the same spiritual food, #and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was
Christ. > Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck
down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as
they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did, as it is written, “The people sat
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down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not engage in sexual
immorality, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. *We
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents.
10 And do not complain, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.

1 These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down
to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 So if you think you are
standing, watch out that you do not fall. ** No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to

endure it.

Reader:
People:

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE-LSB 205
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THE GOSPEL
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13" chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

L At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.?[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other
Galileans?® No, | tell you, but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. * Or those
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they
were worse offenders than all the other people living in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you, but
unless you repent you will all perish just as they did.”
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®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. ” So he said to the man working the vineyard, ‘See
here! For three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none.
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more
year, until | dig around it and put manure on it. °If it bears fruit next year, well and good,
but if not, you can cut it down.””

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Pastor Johnson
“Why bad things happen” —Luke 13:1-5

HYMN OF THE DAY
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” LBW 293
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4 When he shall come  with trum - pet sound, oh,
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Refrain
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On Christ, the sol -id  rock, I stand; all oth -er ground is  sink - ing sand.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Or, to the dead.
**meaning, universal

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with “God, in your mercy,”
The response is “receive our prayer.”

Pastor: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your
love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
People: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Please do so with a wave, handshake, or however you feel comfortable.
Hand sanitizer is available in the sanctuary.
Ask an usher if you don’t see one
10



OFFERING

OFFERTORY
“Gift of Finest Wheat” - Charles Callahan

OFFERING HYMN
Praise & Thanksgiving — LBW 409, V.1 & 2

1 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer,
for all things living, Created good:

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

2 Bless Lord, the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor, we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you;
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious Provider,
People: you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING - LSB 208

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS - LSB 208
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o-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

AGNUS DEI -LSB 210
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
g E# o o i
. \ | | £ 4 et or
ANV | | | | | |
o) | \ ! ' | |
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.
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COMMUNION MUSIC

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” WOV 711
Gift of Finest Wheat

0 Refrain ‘ .
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, the bread of life to  eat.
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1 As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - i - tude
3 Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
5 You giveyour-self to us, O Lord; then self-less let us be,
Refrain
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so  when you call your fam-’ly, Lord, we  fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in  the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - 1 - ty.
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“Amazing Grace” LBW 448
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1 A - maz - ing grace, how  sweet the sound,  that
2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - y dan - gers, toils, and  snares I
4 The Lord has prom - iscd good Lo me; his
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come;  tis grace has brought me
word my hope s¢ - cures: he will my shicld and
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now am found; was  blind, but now [ see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and  grace will lead me  home.
por Lion be as long as life en - dures.
“Rock of Ages” LBW 327
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand 1 bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res - pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.
Rockof A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Nunc Dimitis - LSB 211
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Deacon: Let us pray,
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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BLESSING

Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.
People: Amen.
MINISTRY NEWS
CLOSING HYMN
“Built on a Rock” LBW 365
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I Built on a rock the church shall stand, ¢ - ven when siee - ples are
2 Not in our tem - ples made with hands  God, the Al - might -y, is
3 We are God’shouse of liv - ing stones, built for his own hab -1 -
4  Yet in this house,an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren 1is
5 Through all the pass - ing yecars, O Lord, grant that, when church bells arc
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - ‘ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing; high in the heav'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion, he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come 1o praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear God’sWord where he this
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chim-ing and call - ing— call-ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem - ples ex-cel - ling. Yet he who dwells in heav'n a-bove deignsto a -

life and sal-va - tion. Were two or three to seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing.._ Je-sus to..us... his.Spir.-it__sent, . mak-ing with_ .
prom-ise is bring - ing: I know my own, my own know me;  you, not the
n |
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souls of those dis - tressed, long-ing for life ev - er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak-ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst would show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - ¢ - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
world, my face shall see; my peace | leave with you. A - men

17



DISMISSAL
Deacon: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
People: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
“Christ, the Life of All the Living” - Flor Peeters
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** Church Attendance and Offerings **

Attendance week ending 3/16/2025
Sunday March 16, 2025
8:15 AM: 45
Contemporary 10:45 AM: 100

Offerings Received in February 2025
(total monthly offerings includes online giving)

ACTUAL February Regular Offerings Received:
Regular Weekly Offerings: $18,866.59
Loose Plate: $117.00
Total February: $18,983.59
Regular Budgeted: $22,000.00

Year to Date Through February 2025
ACTUAL YTD Offerings Received: $176,565.56
YTD Offerings Budgeted: $176,000.00

St Luke Church Council 2025

Jackie Todaro

President

Jackies7fromhvn@aol.com

Ken Wenz Vice-President kpwenz@gmail.com
Trisha Klare Secretary Tsklare402@gmail.com
Brenda Lentsch Treasurer Treasurer@stlukedixhills.org

Denise Norman

Christian Education

Denisenorman231@gmail.com

Tony Fisher Property Afisher1855@gmail.com
Michele Castro Finance Michelel25@yahoo.com
Theresa Clark Evangelism Teesamarie33@gmail.com

Lori Etienne Parish Life lletiennel3@gmail.com
Glenn Schabel Worship gschabel@yahoo.com

Mike Recio

Stewardship

lutherjets@optonline.net

Sandi McDermott

Missions/Social Concerns

Sandibmcder@gmail.com

Mike Smith

Youth

michael@reliablepayrollservices.com
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St. Luke Lutheran Church
Preschool: 631-462-5216
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org
Satellite for The Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994

The Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Johnson - Senior Pastor
Phone: (708) 738-2512
Email: tjohnson@stlukedixhills.org

The Rev. Charles W. Froehlich - Pastor Emeritus
Email: Revfroe2@gmail.com

Jackie Flynn - Director of Youth & Family Ministry
Email: Jackie@stlukedixhills.org

Dr. Janet Pinto - Director of Music & Choirs
Email: janetsuepinto@gmail.com

Laura Werner - Administrative Assistant
Email: laura@stlukedixhills.org

Deacons
Deacon Greg Laub - Email: laugr01@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Elgert - Email: elgertpa@gmail.com

Deacon Ilene Franzmann - Email: if.af.ny@gmail.com

Deacon Tom Lamendola - Email: Tjdola63@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Rafuse - Email: prafuse54@gmail.com

Preschool

Jean Marie Marsh - Director of Weekday Preschool
Email: director@stlukedixhills.org

Teresa Lupo - Administrative Assistant
Email: Teresa@stlukedixhills.org

Sexton
Michael Alonzo
Email: mikeyzo109@gmail.com
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