
St. Luke Lutheran Church 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

February 23, 2025 
8:15 am   

 
 

 
 

 

 
SERMON 

Pastor Johnson 
Be Merciful 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  
—Luke 6:36 
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Welcome to 
St. Luke Lutheran Church 

20 Candlewood Path                                      
 Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398 

      Church: 631-499-8656 – Fax: 631-462-6496 
Pastor Johnson (708) 738-2512 

Preschool: 631-462-5216 
 Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org 

Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994 

Welcome!  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are present this day to 
worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many blessings and seek His guidance and 
comfort for each day of life. 
 

❖ Be reverent and thoughtful in this Holy place. 
❖ Before the service, speak with God. 
❖ During the service, let God speak to you. 
❖ After the service, speak to one another. 

 
As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the 
world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and honor. He is truly worthy of 
our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now we shall hear again the great story of 
salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia! 
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service. 
The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. Those who 
partake witness of their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If you have confessed your 
sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s Supper and believe in the presence of 
Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body and blood of Christ, please join us for the celebration 
of Holy Communion. 
 

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

8:15am & 10:45am w/ Sunday School 

Contemporary Band plays Sundays two times/month (check online calendar) 
                                 Sundays at 10:45 AM 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE 
Sunday morning between services at 9:30 AM 

 

Wednesday Mornings online at 10:00 AM 
 

The C.A.R.E Team encourages anyone experiencing illness or a challenging situation in their life to 

reach out to us for support. Support can consist of emotional/spiritual support, meals, transportation, help 

with errands or chores, and other areas as they are identified. Contact via Hotline: (631) 600-0271 

Or email careteam@stlukedixhills.org       Coordinators: Trish Klare & Amanda Fenty  
 

Mission Statement 
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving. 

http://www.stlukedixhills.org/
mailto:careteam@stlukedixhills.org
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PRELUDE  
Diptych for Organ  1. Prayer 2.  Paean - Brenda Portman 

 
PASTORAL GREETING 

 
INTROIT: HANDBELL CHOIR 
Hyfrydol - arr. Donna Hannah 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins  
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

People:  Amen. 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Pastor:  Most Merciful God, 
People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  
“Lift High the Cross” LBW 377 

 

 
      
      5.  So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

            Praise to the crucified for Victory! Refrain 
 

GREETING 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise 
This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: and also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is 
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is 
despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to 
understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING – Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be 
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before 
you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are 
five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So 
it was not you who sent me here but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of 
all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to 
him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me; 
do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and 
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that 
you have. 11 I will provide for you there, since there are five more years of famine to come, 
so that you and your household and all that you have will not come to poverty.’ ” 15 And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them, and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

  
 1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
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    3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 
 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 
 7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.  
 
 9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
 10 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will not be there. 
 
 11 But the lowly shall possess the land; 
  they will delight in abundance of peace. 
 39 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; 
  you are their stronghold in time of trouble. 
 
 40 You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from the wicked      
       and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
 

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you 
sow, you do not sow the body that is to be but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some 
other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen and to each kind of seed its own 
body. 
  42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power. 44 It is sown a physical body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual 
that is first but the physical and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth,  
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made of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As one of dust, so are those who are of 
the dust, and as one of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne 
the image of the one of dust, we will also bear the image of the one of heaven. 
  50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

ALLEUIA AND VERSE p.83 

 
 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 

 

[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those 
who hate you; 28 bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat 
do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes 
away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to others as you would have them 
do to you. 
  32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you expect to 
receive payment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. 35 Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 
Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind 
to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
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  37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap, for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

Pastor Johnson 
 

Be Merciful 
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  

—Luke 6:36 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Son of God, Eternal Savior” LBW 364 

 
Cont’d → 

 



 10 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Or, to the dead. 

**meaning, universal  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition ends with “God of grace,” 

The response is “hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that 

your promise is revealed among the people. 
People:  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor:        The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 

 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
Please do so with a wave, handshake, or however you feel comfortable. 

Hand sanitizer is available in the sanctuary.  
Ask an usher if you do not see one. 
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OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  
“Healer of Our Every Ill” - Keith Kolander 

 
OFFERING HYMN p.86 

“Let the Vineyards…”  

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. God of grace, 
People: your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. Amen. 
 



 12 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

Pastor:  It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join the unending 
hymn: 

SANCTUS  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION p.89 #32 
  

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,    
forever and ever. Amen.  

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 
 

LAMB OF GOD p.92 
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COMMUNION MUSIC 

“Break Now the Bread of Life” LBW 235 

 
“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LBW 307 

 

 
 



 15 

 
 

“Now the Green Blade Rises” LBW 148 
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POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Deacon: Let us pray, 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
Deacon:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

MINISTRY NEWS 
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CLOSING HYMN 
“The Church of Christ, in Every Age” LBW 433 

 
 

A SENDING WORD 
 

Deacon:     Go in peace. Live in hope. 
People:      Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  
“Lift High the Cross” - Craig Phillips 
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St Luke Church Council Contacts 
Jackie Todaro President Jackies7fromhvn@aol.com 

Ken Wenz Vice-President kpwenz@gmail.com 

Trisha Klare Secretary Tsklare402@gmail.com 

Brenda Lentsch Treasurer Treasurer@stlukedixhills.org 

Denise Norman Christian Education Denisenorman231@gmail.com 

Tony Fisher Property Afisher1855@gmail.com 

Michele Castro Finance Michelel25@yahoo.com 

Theresa Clark Evangelism Teesamarie33@gmail.com 

Lori Etienne Parish Life lletienne13@gmail.com 

Glenn Schabel Worship gschabel@yahoo.com 

Mike Recio Stewardship lutherjets@optonline.net 

Sandi McDermott Missions/Social Concerns Sandibmcder@gmail.com 

Mike Smith Youth michael@reliablepayrollservices.com 

** Church Attendance and Offerings ** 
 

Attendance week ending 2/16/2025 

Sunday February 16, 2025 

8:15 AM: 44  

Contemporary 10:45 AM: 36 

Offerings Received in January 2025 

(total monthly offerings includes online giving) 
ACTUAL October Regular Offerings Received:  

Regular Weekly Offerings:  $21,831.23.50 
Loose Plate:  $195.00 

Total January: $22,026.23.80 
Regular Budgeted: $22,000.00 

Year to Date Through January 2025 

ACTUAL YTD Offerings Received: $ 157,581.97 

YTD Offerings Budgeted: $154,000.00 
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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
Preschool: 631-462-5216 

Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org 
Satellite for The Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994 

  
The Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Johnson – Senior Pastor 

Phone: (708) 738-2512 
Email: tjohnson@stlukedixhills.org 

 
The Rev. Charles W. Froehlich – Pastor Emeritus 

Email: Revfroe2@gmail.com 
 

Jackie Flynn – Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
Email: Jackie@stlukedixhills.org  

 

Dr. Janet Pinto – Director of Music & Choirs 
Email: janetsuepinto@gmail.com   

 
Laura Werner – Administrative Assistant 

Email: laura@stlukedixhills.org 
 
 

Deacons 
Deacon Greg Laub - Email: laugr01@gmail.com 

 
Deacon Paul Elgert - Email: elgertpa@gmail.com 

 
Deacon Ilene Franzmann – Email: if.af.ny@gmail.com 

 
Deacon Tom Lamendola – Email: Tjdola63@gmail.com 

 
Deacon Paul Rafuse – Email: prafuse54@gmail.com 

 
Preschool 

 
Jean Marie Marsh – Director of Weekday Preschool 

Email: director@stlukedixhills.org 

Teresa Lupo – Administrative Assistant 
Email: Teresa@stlukedixhills.org 

 
Sexton 

Michael Alonzo 
Email: mikeyzo109@gmail.com 

 

http://www.stlukedixhills.org/
mailto:tjohnson@stlukedixhills.org
mailto:Jackie@stlukedixhills.org
mailto:janetsuepinto@gmail.com
mailto:laura@stlukedixhills.org
mailto:laugr01@gmail.com
mailto:Tjdola63@gmail.com
mailto:director@stlukedixhills.org
mailto:Kathy@stlukedixhills.org
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