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THE RHODES POCKET PLANNER
YOUR FAST-TRACK PLAN FOR A SMOOQOTH, STRESS-FREE TRIP

You've already made the big decision.
You're coming to Rhodes.

Now comes the part most travellers underestimate:
turning that decision into a smooth, stress-free, well-planned holiday.

That’'s where | come in.

I'm Looneytravels — a local in Rhodes who helps travellers avoid the mistakes | see every day:
wrong dreas, bad timing, overpriced hotels, wasted days, unnecessary stress.

Not because people are careless — but because planning Rhodes from the outside is
confusing.

Too many blogs. Too many opinions. Too much “perfect” advice that doesn’t work in real life.

The Rhodes POCKET PLANNER exists for one simple reason:
to make planning Rhodes easy, clear, and local.
This is not something you “read”.

It's something you use while planning.

Every page matches one real planning step:
e When exactly should | come?
e Where should | stay?
e Dolneedacar?
e What should | book first?
* Which experiences are actually worth it?

For each step, you'll find:
e The common tourist mistake
e The local shortcut
e The exact place on Looneytravels that solves it

Think of this as your Rhodes control panel — built by someone who actually lives here and
wants your trip to be better than “just okay”.

Open it while you plan.

Click what you need.
Move forward with confidence.

www.looneytravels.com



https://www.looneytravels.com/

You're coming to Rhodes.
Now you need to decide when.

This one choice affects everything:

How hot it feels

How crowded it is

How much you pay

How enjoyable your days are

Most first-time visitors default to July or August because “summer = summer”.
Many regret it.

Local reality:

April - May — Green island, mild heat, perfect for exploring
June — Warm, lively, great balance

July — August = Very hot, very busy, highest prices
September — One of the best months overall

October — Calm, golden light, still great for swimming

There is no “best” month for everyone.
There is only the right month for your travel style.

Use This Local Tool:

(J Rhodes Weather & Seasons Guide
(Month-by-month breakdown with real expectations)

These help you decide:

When Rhodes matches your idea of a perfect holiday
When to avoid crowds
When you get better value for money

Once your dates are roughly set, you can make the decision that shapes your entire trip:

Where to stay.
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Step 2 — Where to Stay in Rhodes

This is the decision that shapes your entire trip.
Most travellers choose a hotel first and only later realise they chose the wrong area.

They end up:

Discovering the sandy beaches are on the other side of the island
Far from what they wanted to see

Dependent on taxis or a car they didn't plan for

In a resort that doesn’'t match their travel style

Rhodes is not one destination.
It's many different areas with very different vibes.
Choosing the right area matters more than choosing the “perfect” hotel.

start Here (Local Area Guides):
(J Rhodes Hotels by Area — Local Overview

(J Where to Stay in Rhodes Without a Car (Essential if you won't rent one)
(J Top Hotels in Rhodes 2026 — By Area

You'll suddenly see clearly:

Whether you actually need a car

How long day trips will take

Which beaches and towns are realistic
How relaxed or rushed your days will feel

Your location quietly decides the rhythm of your holiday.

That's why the smart way to plan Rhodes is always: Area first. Hotel second.
Get the location right, and everything else — transport, day trips, pace, and comfort -
falls into place naturally.

Once your base is clear, the next practical question becomes obvious:
How will you get around the island?
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Step 3 — How to Get Around Rhodes

How you move around the island will shape what you can realistically see and how
relaxed your days feel.

Most travellers ask the wrong question:

“Should | rent a car?”

The better question is:

“How much freedom do | actually want on this trip?”

For most 7-day Rhodes holidays, the sweet spot is simple:
Rent a car for 1-2 days. It lets you reach villages, viewpoints, and hidden beaches
without needing a car all week.

Local guide for doing this right:
(J Car Rental in Rhodes - Local Tips

In Rhodes you have three main options:

8= Buses — Cheap, reliable on main routes, perfect if you stay in the right area
# Taxis — Convenient for short trips and evenings

& Car Rental — Best for full freedom, villages, and hidden beaches

The mistake most people make is choosing transport before choosing their base.
If you stay in the right area, you may not need a car at all.
If you stay in the wrong one, a car becomes a necessity.

Use These Local Tools

(J Rhodes Transport Guide — Buses, Cars & Taxis

(J Rhodes Taxi Prices — What You Really Pay

& Everything You Need to Know About Transportation in Rhodes - YouTube

These help you decide:

Whether a car actually makes sense for your trip
Which areas work without one

How reliable the buses really are

What taxis cost in real life

Once you know where you're staying and how you’ll move, planning becomes simple.
Now it's time to decide what most people get wrong:
What to book first.
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Step 4 — What to Book First

Once you know when you're coming, where you'll stay, and how you’ll move, planning
suddenly becomes simple.
The mistake most travellers make is booking things in the wrong order.

They book:

Random tours

Last-minute hotels

Expensive transport

.before the basics are settled.

The smart order is:

<t Flights

& Transport/Transfers (if needed)
4 Experiences

Get the foundations right first — everything else becomes cheaper and easier.
Private airport and hotel transfers often sell out in peak summer, so it's smart to

request quotes early via GES Travel on WhatsApp — your Looneytravels 10% partner
discount is already prefilled.

Use These Local Shortcuts

¥ Secret Deals & Local Offers

i Full Rhodes Travel Guide - Your Entire Trip, Planned for You

These help you:

Avoid overpaying

Book in the right order

Lock in the most important parts first

Once your base and transport are secured, it's time for the fun part:
Choosing the experiences that are actually worth your time.
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Step 5 — Experiences Worth Booking

Rhodes has hundreds of tours, cruises, and activities.

Most look great. Many disappoint.

The goal is not to fill every day -

it's to choose a few experiences that actually add something special to your trip.

If you want help choosing which experiences are genuinely worth your time and
money, | compare them step-by-step in my Best Experiences in Rhodes guide.

I've handpicked the experiences travellers consistently love:
€ On the Water

== High-Speed Boat to Symi & Saint George's Bay - Must-Do Day Trip

2 All-Inclusive Day Cruise with BBQ & Drinks - Highest Value

= Sunset Cruise with Greek BBQ

# All-Inclusive Catamaran Cruise

@) Anthony Quinn Bay Snorkeling Cruise

ni Culture & Land

i=i Lindos Acropolis Entry Ticket

4 Rhodes Old Town Walking Tour

Y 1952 Farmhouse Cooking Class & Lunch - My Personal Favorite

&= Quad Safari Adventure

= Lindos Round-Trip Bus Transfer

% Butterfly Valley & Filerimos Hill Trip

You don’'t need to book everything. Pick one or two that match your style,
leave space for beaches, wandering, and spontaneous moments.

That's where Rhodes feels most magical.

Next comes something most guides avoid talking about:

The mistakes and tourist traps locals see every day.
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Book These Early (Local Suggestion Based on Real Traveller Experience)

Rhodes doesn’t require booking everything in advance — but locals usually recommend
securing 1-2 key experiences early to avoid missing the highlights visitors most often
regret not booking.

Experiences that typically sell out first:
£ SymiIsland Boat Trip
The most popular day trip from Rhodes. Limited daily capacity and weather-dependent
schedules mean these often fill several days ahead in summer.
Book here: High-Speed Boat to Symi Island & Saint George's Bay

2 AllInclusive Day Cruise with BBQ & Unlimited Drinks
One of the most loved sea experiences on the island. These cruises have limited space
and often sell out quickly during peak season.

Book here: All Inclusive Day Cruise with BBQ & Unlimited Drinks

== Sunset Cruises
Only operate during sunset hours, which naturally limits availability. Very popular with
couples and special occasion travellers.

Book here: Sunset Cruise with Greek BBQ and Unlimited Drinks

Y 1952 Farmhouse Cooking Class & Lunch — My Personal Favourite
One of the most authentic local experiences in Rhodes. Small group sizes and limited daily
availability mean this experience often fills quickly, especially during peak season. Perfect
if you want something cultural, relaxed, and genuinely local.

Book here: 1952 Farmhouse Cooking & Lunch with Unlimited Wine

i Lindos Visits, Cultural Tours & Private Experiences
Guided tours and private sightseeing experiences often operate with fixed time slots and
smaller group capacity during summer.

You can request a quote from GES Travel via WhatsApp — the message is already
prefilled with Looneytravels, so your 10% partner discount is applied automatically.

& Rental Cars (July-August)
Vehicle shortages and price increases are very common during high summer, so locals
usually recommend reserving early if you plan to explore beaches, villages, or south
Rhodes.

You can request a quote from Siech Rent a Car via WhatsApp — the message is
already prefilled with Looneytravels, so your discount is applied automatically.

Compare trusted options and local recommendations inside:
Best Experiences in Rhodes
Best Boat Trips in Rhodes
Best Day Trips in Rhodes
Best Guided Tours in Rhodes
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Step 6 — Tourist Traps & Local Warnings
Rhodes is beautiful — but a few local traps can turn a great day into an expensive one.

Old Town Restaurant Traps

In busy Old Town spots (often near fountains and squares) you'll see places that:
Show no menu or prices

Use loud “inviters”

Charge extreme amounts (yes — even €80 for a BOOT of beer)

Spot them by: no menu, no prices, staff blocking your path and inviting in agressivly.

In my Full Rhodes Travel Guide, | share all the local warnings, habits, and small details
that visitors usually only learn after something goes wrong — so you can move around
the island with confidence instead of trial and error.

Bracelet Scam

Near Mandraki Port and in narrow streets, “friendly” women may place a “free” bracelet
on your wrist — then ask for money. Don’t engage. Don't take it. Just keep walking.

Parking Tip (Saves Money)

With a rental car, never park under trees or shady rural spots — especially near
Tsambika Area. Goats climb onto cars to rest, causing scratches and damage.

Park in open areas and under the sun, even if you walk a little more. - Trust me :)

Car Break-Ins at Popular Spots
At very busy places like Anthony Quinn Bay, Kallithea Areq, rental cars can be targets for
quick break-ins.

Local rule:
e Never leave bags, backpacks, or valuables visible
e Don't hide things under seats — thieves know the tricks
e Take everything with you, even for a “2-minute stop”

These break-ins are rare, but they do happen - and almost always to cars with
something visible inside.

When unsure, use local sources:
Looneytravels guides
My YouTube videos
Full Rhodes Travel Guide — where | show you how to avoid these before they happen
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Step 6 — What to See & Do in Rhodes

Rhodes offers far more than most travellers expect — beaches, medieval towns, ancient
ruins, villages, mountains, and boat trips, all on one island.

The usual mistake is either trying to see everything — or missing the best parts
completely.

You don't need endless lists.
You just need the right starting points.
Use these local hubs to explore by style:

i=! History & Culture

Old Town, Lindos, castles, ruins, local stories
—Experience Rhodes

—History of Rhodes

—Rhodes Old Town — What to See & Eat

£ Beaches & Nature
From easy family beaches to wild coves and crystal-clear bays
—Best Beaches in Rhodes
—Quiet & Hidden Beaches
—Best Snorkelling Spots

== Boat Trips & Special Experiences

Symi, snorkeling, sunset cruises, catamarans

—Best Boat Tours in Rhodes

Handpicked tours are also listed in this Pocket Planner

¥t Day-by-Day Inspiration
See what a well-planned Rhodes trip actually looks like
—7-Day Rhodes Itinerary by a Local

@ Everything in One Place
Areas, transport, beaches, food, hidden spots, local habits
— Full Rhodes Travel Guide

This way, you explore Rhodes by what excites you — not by random lists.
Pick what fits your style.
Leave space for the rest.
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BEFORE YOU BOOK - Quick Essentials

These small details remove most “arrival stress” before it even starts.

Passport & Entry
Greece is in the Schengen Zone. Make sure your passport is valid for your entire stay
(and beyond, if required by your country).

Money & Daily Costs
Greece uses the Euro. Cards work almost everywhere, but keep some cash for small
tavernas, buses, and beach spots. Paying in cash may result getting better prices.

Typical eating-out costs in Rhodes:
Coffee: €2-4

Gyros [ street food: €4-6

Casual taverna meal: €12-18 per person
Nice dinner with wine: €20—-30 per person

Tipping
Not mandatory. Locals usually round up or leave a few euros.
In restaurants, around 10% is considered generous, not expected.

Power Plugs
Standard EU plug (Type C/F). Bring an adapter if needed.

Mobile Data
EU travellers roam for free. Non-EU travellers should consider an eSIM before arrival —
airport options are expensive.

Tourist Tax (Paid at the Hotel)
Greece charges a nightly Climate Resilience Fee, paid directly at your accommodation.
It is per room, per night and usually not included in online prices.

For the main season (April-October), expect:

e 5% hotels & villas = €15 [ night

e 4% hotels = €10 [ night

e 3% hotels = €5 [ night

e 1-2% hotels = €2 [ night

e Apartments & similar stays = €2 [ night
This is normal, official, and collected at check-in or check-out.
Add it to your budget so there are no surprises on arrival.
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RHODES MAP LOGIC - See the Island Like a Local

Rhodes isn't one destination.
It's a long island with very different “zones”, each offering a completely different holiday.
Once you understand this, planning becomes simple.

The North — Energy & City Life

Rhodes Town and its surroundings

Windier, lively, full of restaurants, history, nightlife, and transport links.
Best for: culture lovers, walkers, short stays, car-free trips.

The East Coast — Beaches & Resorts

Faliraki, Kolymbia, Lindos area

Calmer seq, sandy beaches, easy swimming, classic holiday feel.
Best for: beach lovers, families, relaxed trips.

The South - Wild & Quiet

Open landscapes, Prasonisi, long empty beaches
More nature, fewer people, big skies.

Best for: explorers, surfers, slow travel.

The Island’s Hearts
e Rhodes Old Town — Medieval centre and cultural core
e Lindos — White village with dramatic Acropolis views

Where you stay places you inside one of these worlds.
That's why you should always plan Rhodes as:

Area first. Hotel second.
% Rhodes Hotels by Area (Local Hub)

? Where to Stay in Rhodes — All Areas Explained
i Full Rhodes Travel Guide — See Every Area in Context
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FINAL PAGE — Where This Leads

What you've just used is only a fraction of what Looneytravels offers.

This Pocket Planner is designed to give you clarity fast.

But behind it is a much bigger local ecosystem:

In-depth blog guides on every part of Rhodes

Step-by-step planning videos on YouTube

Full itineraries, maps, habits, and local logic

Real, lived experience from someone who actually lives here

You can explore it all at:
#® looneytravels.com
& Looneytravels on YouTube

And if you want everything in one place, already structured for you:
@ Full Rhodes Travel Guide - Your Entire Trip, Done for You

¥ 7-Day Rhodes Itinerary by a Local

These are for travellers who don't want to guess — they want it done right.
If this Pocket Planner helped you, you can support my work in simple ways:

“ Buy me a beer
Subscribe on YouTube
@ Follow on social media: Facebook & Instagram

Or Simply Spread the word

Every guide, video, and page | create exists for one reason:
To help you experience Rhodes better than “just another holiday.”

Thank you for planning with me.
See you on the island.
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