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2025 ANNUAL REPORT

2026 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

February 1 ,  2026
8:30 AM 

“This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you.”

John 15:12

http://immanuelstrum.org/


SYNOD BISHOP
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CAMPUS MINISTRY
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Thank you, Immanuel Lutheran members for your continued support of your Council and
its president. We appreciate your willingness to help and guide us with your ideas, labors,
f inances, and prayers to help our church grow and be successful. Our goal is to do the will
of God and the will of you, the congregation. Hopefully our worship and fellowship moves
and motivates you by satisfying your spiritual needs as well as urging us to follow Christ’s
call to help others. Immanuel continues to be a significant presence in our community
with many of you giving of your time, talents, and money. Together we have
accomplished many things this past year, a very successful Apple Pie Project, new louvers
were installed in the bell tower, floors in the Sanctuary were refinished, the electric
service was updated to support one of our biggest Thanksgiving dinners to date. We have
many organizations and groups who provide support to projects within our church as
well as giving to organizations within our community and beyond. They include, WELCA,
men’s group, Chancel Choir, Food Pantry, quilters, ADRC, Senior Meals, Chancel Chimers
(The Ding-a-Lings), Church Council and Sunday School. Please consider joining one of
these amazing groups and meeting some amazing people.  

Pastor Terry Lorenz has leadership qualities and energy that are contagious, inspiring the
congregation to grow and share our faith with others. Michelle Jacobson, Administrator
and Jean Herman our custodian keep the day-to-day operations of our church working
smoothly. Jeanette Tobiason, our talented organist, and music director continues to
provide us with amazing music throughout the church year. We are also blessed with a
group of very talented individuals that provide us a guitar led service the last Sunday of
the month.  

It warms my heart to hear and see the growth of all members, but especially that of
young families and their children. Sunday School is growing and flourishing under the
direction of new leadership, teachers and three young ladies leading the music.
Confirmation and the youth of our congregation inspire me with their leadership and
willingness to participate in our Sunday services and within our schools and community. 

2025 ended with Immanuel in good standing financially due to the generous support of
all of you. Your support to our general budget as well as your support for our special
projects are critical to the overall well-being of our church, thank-you for your continued
support.

My prayer is that 2026 continues to be a year of continued growth throughout Immanuel
as our congregation passionately moves forward with our vision, supported, and
committed by prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  

It has been an honor to serve as your church council president; it has been a very busy
and productive year. I sincerely appreciate your support, assistance, and kindness this
past year and I am looking forward to seeing the different paths that Immanuel will take
in the future as it continues to do the Lord’s work.

God’s Blessing
Kris Husby, Council President
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PASTOR TERRY LORENZ
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2025 MINUTES

Over 60 years old, the organ console is in dire need of a major overhaul. Levsen Organ Company
submitted a bid to rebuild it and also add a record/play feature.

With a bid just under $91,000, the congregation voted to have the console rebuilt. Scheduled to
start after Easter 2026, we have one year to raise the money.

This requires an aggressive commitment from the congregation. Please prayerfully consider
how the pipe organ enhances worship and consider a donation to the Organ Refurbishment
Fund. Immanuel is also equipped to accept IRA distributions and corporate stocks and
securities; contact Tom Wagener or Karin Back for more information.

Goal (Easter 2026): $90,867
Amount Raised as of December 31, 2025: $85,059.20(93.6%)
Amount Remaining: $5,807.80

ORGAN FUND UPDATE

Meeting called to order by Council President Kris Husby.
Opening Prayer
President’s Report
Pastor’s Report presented by Pastor Terry Lorenz.
Treasurer’s Report

Motion made to approve the 2025 Budget as presented in the Annual Report by Peter Berge;
second by Dave Bjorklund. Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report
Motion to approve 2024 Minutes as presented in the annual report by George Ross; second
by Julia Bjorgo. Motion carried.

Endowment Fund Report presented by Tom Wagener.
Motion to approve 2025 Endowment disbursements as presented by Dean Boehne; second
by Dennis Sather. Motion carried.

Old Business:
Update on the Roof Fund presented by Kris Husby. No motion required.

New Business:
Election of Council Members

Nomination of Gloria Wagener and Bob Schlink to the council by Doris Anderson; second by
Mary Salava. Motion carried.

Election of Endowment Committee Member
Nomination of Tom Wagener to the Endowment Committee by Jean Amundson; second by
Dave Bjorklund 

Election of Parish Council Member-at-large
Nomination of Camille Skoug to Parish Council by Bonnie Myhers, second by Deloris Sather.
Motion carried.

Upgrading Our Music Worship Legacy proposal presented by Tom Wagener.
Motion to enter into a contract with Levsen Organ to rebuild the organ console by Peter
Berge; second by Phyllis Olson. Motion carried.

Closing Prayer
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Dave Bjorklund; second by George Ross. Motion carried.
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SECRETARY REPORT

Current Council Members                                 Term End Date
Kris Husby, President (2nd term).............................................................January 2026
Bob Schlink, Vice-president (3rd Term)...............................................January 2028
Gloria Wagener, Treasurer (2nd Term)..................................................January 2028
John Eide, Secretary (1st Term)..................................................................January 2026
Dean Anderson, Member-at-large (2nd Term)................................January 2026
Tyler Back, Member-at-large (1st Term)................................................January 2027

Sunday School Bibles
Jonah Erickson, Otis Franson, Case Stendahl

First Communion
Ava Back, Carson Dregney, Ezra Erickson, Jace Hanson, Calvin Semingson

Confirmands
Owen Dregney, Quinn Kensmoe, Sophia Larson-Yepez, Myla Segerstrom

Transfers
Outgoing
Shane Larson

Incoming
Chris and Donna Fonner
Gage and Mikayla Everson
Justin and Jillian Knutson
Sadie Rustad
Garen and Stephanie Monson
Keenan and Kayley Kelly
Sadie and Evelyne Dodge
Tony, Kayla, Aubri, and Melanie Rustad

Baptisms
February 23, 2025.......................................................................................................................Presley Tate Everson

parents: Gage and Mikayla Everson
March 9, 2025.............................................................................................................................Remi Rae Gullicksrud

parents: Cory Gullicksrud and Sadie Rustad
April 6, 2025...................................................................................................................................Ruby Yvonne Runkel

parent:Rosalee Runkel
May 18, 2025...........................................................................................................................Stephanie Mae Monson
May 18, 2025.................................................................................................................................Addilyn Mae Monson

parents: Garen and Stephanie Monson
May 24. 2025......................................................................................................................................Spencer Reid Kelly

parents: Keenan and Kayley Kelly
June 1, 2025..........................................................................................................................Adriana Marie Castorena

parent: Kayla Koecheler
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SECRETARY

June 8, 2025...............................................................................................................................................Justin Knutson
June 8, 2025.................................................................................................................................Sadie Diana Knutson

parents: Justin and Jillian Knutson
June 15, 2025...............................................................................................................................Andrick Rey Gonzales

parents: Aaron Gonzales and Anna Hageness-Gonzales
June 15, 2025.................................................................................................................Marston Maxwell Hageness

parents: Nathan and Lindsay Hageness
June 15, 2025......................................................................................................................Sonny Howard Hageness

parents: Nathan and Lindsay Hageness
June 15, 2025...................................................................................................................Dominic Alexander Scheel

parents: Benjamin and Marissa Schee
June 29, 2025................................................................................................................................Cohen Omar Nysven

parents: Sever and Megan Nysven
July 20, 2025.......................................................................................................................................Ruby Alyce Dodge

parents: Alex and Sadie Dodge
July 20, 2025.........................................................................................................................................Leo James Higley

parents: Collin Higley and Raeleigh Lewandowski
September 6, 2025.................................................................................................................Beckett Edward Fales

parents: Andy Fales and Amber Kisor
September 14, 2025....................................................................................................................Riley Ray Eberhardt

parents: Aaron and Cera Eberhardt
October 19, 2025...........................................................................................................Norah Margaret Engevold

parents: Brandon and Cora Engevold

Weddings
October 25, 2025.................................................................................Jeremy Nelson and Amanda Bennett

Funerals
February 3, 2025..................................................................................................Ruth Engen (DOD: 01/27/2025)
February 20, 2025.....................................................................................David Bjorklund (DOD: 02/12/2025)
March 21, 2025.........................................................................................*Wayne Anderson (DOD: 03/01/2025)
April 5, 2025.................................................................................................................Ruth Eide (DOD: 03/23/2025)
June 12, 2025..........................................................................................Phyllis Semingson (DOD: 06/05/2025)
June 22, 2025.........................................................................................................Edna Lopez (DOD: 05/23/2025)
July 23, 2025........................................................................................................Shirley Myren (DOD: 07/16/2025)
August 14, 2025.......................................................................................Harriet Gilbertson (DOD: 07/21/2025)
September 13, 2025...................................................................................Ronald Myhers (DOD: 08/22/2025)
September 13, 2025....................................................................Bonita “Char” Myhers (DOD: 02/20/2025)
*Off site funeral
Average Sunday Attendance
2025                 In-person: 88                             Livestream: 26
2024                 In-person: 85                             Livestream: 25
2023                 In-person: 62                             Livestream: 26
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FINANCIAL REPORT - DESIGNATED FUNDS

FINANCIAL REPORT - 2026 BUDGET
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1 Miscellaneous from 2023 and 2024 include CBELC contributions and asset liquidation.

2 Includes proceeds from Thanksgiving dinner of $2,088. A designated fund has been set up for
the Thanksgiving dinner for 2026.

3 Includes Thanksgiving Dinner expenses $2,002.32 with $280 remaining to be paid and
$1,674.61 for new camera system wiring and addition of CD/Bluetooth audio component to
sound system.

4 Worker’s Compensation refund amount $579.

5 TCC Capital Credit Retirement allocated to 2025 $992.07.

Shared Ministry Agreement percentages: 60% Immanuel, 40% Elk Creek (amounts listed are
Immanuel’s share of Pastoral expenses). Parish Accounting Services and Supply Pastor Expenses
are split 50/50. 
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1 $5000 transferred to Building from CBELC per
council (Aug 14)

2 $2000 transferred from Youth to Sunday School
per council (Oct 9)



ENDOWMENT FUND
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

MISSION: To mobil ize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ .

PURPOSE: As a community of women created in the image of God, cal led to
discipleship in Jesus Christ ,  and empowered by the Holy Spirit ,  we commit
ourselves to grow in faith,  aff irm our gifts ,  support one another in our call ings,
engage in ministry and action,  and promote healing and wholeness in the
church, the society,  and the world.

Programs: Business meetings were held monthly fol lowed by our Bible study.
Our Women of Faith Study Guide this year was “Discovering God’s Wil l  for Your
Life”.  Between 12 to 15 ladies held some l ively discussions each month. We
welcomed Tina and Lena to our March Prayer Breakfast .  Their program “The T &
L Cleaners” was enjoyed by over 100 people;  groups 5,  6 ,  7 and 8 served. The
Conf irmation Banquet was held on Apri l  30 ;  groups 10 and 11  served. On
Wednesday,  May 7 ,  we went to the Heyde Center to see the Loonie Lutherans in
“It  Could Be Worse:  A Guide to Love,  Marriage & Other Relationships.”  On
September 24 ,  we were off  to Chanhassen to see “Grease The Musical .”  It  was
another excellent performance. The Apple Pie Project was a huge success.  A
total  of 612 pies were made: 601 were sold,  11  made for dessert at the pie project .
Thank you to everyone who helped make our fundraiser a success.  A big thank
you to Maxine and Dennis Ulberg for being co-chairs and for al l  the extra work
the job involves;  groups 4 and 9 served. Our WELCA Christmas Dinner was held
on December 3 .  We welcomed back Mary Segerstrom as our speaker.  Mary is a
humorist and her topic was “What is Christmas Anyway ?” Serving groups 12 ,  1
and 2 served around 50 people.  your WELCA off icers would l ike to say THANK
YOU  to everyone who has stepped forward this year and helped to keep our
WELCA running smoothly.  Thanks for joining us at our monthly meetings,  Bible
studies,  Quilters,  volunteering as serving group chairpersons,  serving
coordinators,  or serving when called upon.

t h

t h

t h

r d

Where to our WELCA funds go? Come to a meeting and help us decide.  So far we
have given the fol lowing amounts:  $7,000 towards the basement remodeling
and $779 for the cellular shades in the fel lowship hall  and $4,500 for the organ
fund. The Cradle Roll  was increased to $300 last year to pay for the Baptismal
Promise Chests.  You can check out our Proposed Budget in the Annual Report
to see where more of our funds are distributed.

Karen Franson, Mission Growth

Quilt ing donations for 2025:  8 quilts to Bolton House in Eau Claire,  2 quilts to
Dove Nursing Home, 2 quilts to Cents & Sensibil ity Thrift  Store/Western
Dairyland Open House,  1  quilt  to the Hale Fire Department,  4 quilts for
Immanuel Lutheran’s graduating seniors,  and 2 for a Cancer Benef it  for Tracy
Marsolek.  

I f  you know of anyone or a family that could use a quilt ,  let Immanuel Lutheran
Church or Carolyn Boehne know. The Immanuel Lutheran WELCA women have
money in their budget for the quilters to use for supplies.  We can always use
more people that are interested in quilt ing.   

Carolyn Boehne, Coordinator 
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STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY

The Strum Community Food Pantry is located at Immanuel Lutheran
Church. We serve the Eleva-Strum school district and surrounding area.
We are open on the f irst Saturday of each month f rom 9-11  am and the
third Wednesday of each month f rom 4:30-6:30 pm. We provide non-
perishable can goods,  milk ,  eggs and meat;  and, we receive resource food
f rom Kwik Trip to give our famil ies.

A HUGE THANK YOU to those that donated non-perishable food and those
that gave a monetary gift  to the Food Drive we had in November and
throughout the year;  we have a wonderful ,  supportive family.  A special
THANK YOU to Robbe’s Grocery Store for donating bread each month. Our
volunteers are very special  people too that need a THANK YOU and to
Immanuel Lutheran Church for providing us with space to do this
Community Mission.

In 2025 we continued to have growth in the number of famil ies that are
using the food pantry.

If  we need to purchase food items, we buy f rom Feed My People and
Robbe’s.  We get a variety of resource food items f rom Kwik Trip each
week.

PLEASE let people know about this community service to those that need
assistance;  we turn no one away.  The saying “ it  takes a vi l lage” sure shows
up each year with the awesome donations,  when we are providing a
community with a service and well  supported by the community.

THANK YOU again for the continued support given to the Strum Food
Pantry.  God bless al l .

Respectfully,
Martha Solfest
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ALTAR GUILD

Gloria Wagener,  Coordinator
 

The Altar Guild is the organization that helps the pastor keep the altar
area presentable and in season. It  is  given the privi lege and responsibil ity
to care for the sacred objects in the church. Reverence is the guiding
principle while performing their duties with utmost care and devotion.
The Altar Guild is responsible for setting up communion, changing the
paraments and banners,  maintaining the oi l  candles,  f i l l ing the
homebound communion kits ,  cleaning and pressing the acolyte robes,
and providing and arranging the f lowers in the church. It  is  an integral
part of worship l i fe at Immanuel.

Current Members:  Rita Berge and Marlene Onstad
 

This year the Endowment Fund gave $500.00 for our annual budget .
Marlene Onstad coordinated Easter cards and mementos for our
congregation’s shut in members.  The Social  Concerns Ministry collected
$435 in donations for the ELCA Good Gifts program and sent an additional
$435 in matching funds to the ELCA (matching funds were sent in January
2026).  $200 was donated to Immanuel’s Thanksgiving Dinner and $300 to
Christmas f rom the Heart .  Rita coordinated Christmas cards and gifts for
our congregation’s shut in members.  Endowment Fund applications were
sent in December to several  non-prof it  area charitable organizations to
encourage them to take the opportunity to apply for funding.

SOCIAL CONCERNS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Kayley Kelly ,  Director

In the fal l  we welcomed a new year of Sunday School .  We have had many
new faces this year adding excitement to the Sunday School program. We
welcomed over 20 children for the 2025-2026 Sunday School year.  Rally
Sunday was held September 7  with registration and a delicious pancake
breakfast.  Students are fol lowing the Spark series in synch with lessons
read in worship.

t h

This year the calendar includes Bibles handed out to 3  graders,  the
children singing every month during service,  a Christmas program held
December 21 and the 3  and 4  graders receiving instruction for f irst
communion starting in January.

r d

r d t h

A special  thank you to our music program and Sunday School staff :  Callan
Skoug, Quinn Kensmoe, Sophia Larson-Yepez,  Ronnette Nelson, Matt
Nelson, Kate Back,  Sarah Roberts,  Amanda Hovey-Daley,  and Kayley Kelly
along with numerous substitutes.  Thank you teachers and famil ies for
your dedication and support.
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