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Visit of the Legendary
Jan Pennings and his Wite Ans

Last year, as a result of a rare plant and bulb plantsman Timothy Clarke and our Trustee
Rob Evans, we were given some super pre 1800 bulbs from the nursery of Jan Pennings
who lives in Holland. To thank Jan, | sent him a copy of our book on The Cowbridge Physic
Garden. The result of this is that Jan and Ans visited Cowbridge on Sunday April 6th before
going to see Rob at Pheasant Acre.

Sue Duffield, Gillian Griffiths and | met with them on a gloriously sunny afternoon and we

felt so very privileged to be in their company! Jan is truly ‘Royalty’ in the bulb world, known
throughout the world for his extraordinary knowledge and expertise especially in the field

of daffodils and hyacinths. He has been on many horticultural committees but earned
widespread recognition serving as Chair of the RHS Bulb Committee, where he was awarded
The Queen Elizabeth Medal of Honour, was on the Board of the renowned Keukenhof
Gardens, and also is a recipient of the Gold Medal from the American Daffodil Society.

Jan's bulb farm in northwestern Holland has been run by three generations, and whilst he
still keeps an eye on things and lives on the property, the business is managed by his son
and son-in-law. He has travelled all over the world in search of new and rare varieties and
talking to him was truly fascinating.

Before leaving us he asked that we dig up a small piece of the Easter Pasque Flower,
Pulsatilla vulgaris, for his ‘Friendship Garden’ back home. He said it will remind him of
The Cowbridge Physic Garden whenever he sees it. We were truly honoured!  Jo Homfray
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Goodbye
The Bay Tree,
hello Happy Days

As Bryan Bird of the Bay Tree is no longer in the High
Street (thank you Bryan for all the support you have
given to the Physic Garden over the years), items for
sale (cards, tea towels, books, etc) are now available
at Happy Days Vintage Home Store, just by the till.
We are very grateful to Cath Jones for her support.

The latest Iris and the Magnolia tea towels, based on
an original watercolour by acclaimed artist and garden
volunteer Gillian Griffiths, are available. Also a range

of notelets together with the book ‘Cowbridge Physic
Garden: Celebrating Ten Years of Spadework’. They
are also available online at cowbridgephysicgarden.org
and the book is available at the Cowbridge Bookshop.

You can also buy plants and the above items on
Thursday mornings in the garden — just ask one
of the volunteers.

Dates for your Diary

Members’ Garden Party.

Friday 20th June 2025 at 6.30pm in the Cowbridge Physic Garden, £10 per person.
Please book using the enclosed form or contact Val Caple on 01446 393352 or
val.t.caple@care4free.net to enjoy this popular annual event.

VALE of GLAMORGAN

designed by printed by
treganna  frustmark frustmark fz:/Z/_

design design & print stationery stores BRO MORGANNWG
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