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Dear Delegates,

My name is Olivia Manou Corvinus, and | am a Year 11 student at The Moraitis
School IB. | am delighted to say that | have the honor of serving as your Chair in
the intellectually thrilling Social, Humanitarian and Cultural committee of Logos
MUN, with my Co-Chairs Aspasia Gianniri and Isavella Dikaiou.

Over the last year, | have participated in several conferences and enhanced my
MUN experiences, from my MUN classroom to the Hague. The prodigious world
of Model United Nations has brought me unforgettable experiences and strong
friendships, ultimately making me the best version of myself. | am so thankful
for my incredible chairs who encouraged me to find this new part of myself and
my dream is to immerse others into this growing academic stimulation.

As delegates in GA3, you will be tasked with investigating the efficacy,
outcomes and ethical implications associated with the relevant, academically
stimulating topics: ‘Combating the issue of sex trafficking’ and ‘Addressing the
issue of discrimination against the Romani people in Europe’.

Over the last few months, we have worked vigorously to ensure you have the
most articulate, engaging and facilitative study guide at your hands. However,
we strongly encourage you to do your own research on the topics, as this would
contribute greatly to the success of the conference.

We have put our hard-work in to make this conference a great success, now, it
is up to you. We strongly urge you to engage yourself in this conference with
an open mind, extensive research and a strong, positive and motivated attitude.
Together we can work to deliver insightful perspectives and thought-provoking
resolutions to guide our nations to a better world. With your hard work and
motivation, you can help us make this conference a resounding success!

If you have any questions, from the procedures and rules to the study guides
and schedule, do not hesitate to contact me.

Best of luck,

Olivia Manou Corvinus
Chair of GA3

Email: manoucorvinusolivia@gmail.com
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Dear delegates of GA3,

| am writing to introduce myself as Aspasia Gianniri, a student in Year 11 at St
Catherine’s British School. | have been given the honor of serving as one of the
Deputy Presidents in the Logos MUN conference.

My interest in Model United Nations started last year and grew rapidly as |
participated abroad in THIMUN. That is when | understood the importance of
this journey ahead of me as MUN teaches you so many fundamental values that
will help you in your future. It teaches you about current global matters, how
to interact with new people and how to speak to an audience. This year, |
decided to apply for a higher and more demanding position at Logos MUN
rather than just being a delegate. | have always appreciated the work of student
officers, as | believe they do the most interesting and important jobs. So, it is
my utmost honor to serve as the Deputy President of the Social, Humanitarian
and Cultural committee in Logos MUN’s one time project.

This year’s agenda of GA3 includes three exciting topics all equally important to
discuss and address as this committee is all about humanitarian issues. This
study guide will aid you in gaining deeper knowledge by providing some
background information, countries and organizations involved, along with
some possible solutions you could develop. However, | strongly encourage you
into conducting your own research as this study guide is only an overall
introduction of the topic.

As this will be my first time being a Student Officer, | want to help new delegates
feel more secure by explaining any unfamiliar procedures to them and
encouraging them to participate; making fruitful debates and creating an
unforgettable and memorable experience. So please do not hesitate to contact
me. | am looking forward to meeting you in the upcoming Logos MUN!

Kindest regards,

Aspasia Gianniri
Co-Chair of GA3

Email: aspasia.gianniri@gmail.com
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Dear delegates,

My name is Isavella Dikaiou and | am currently a Year 10 student in Moraitis
School. | have the utmost pleasure to be serving as a Deputy President in the
Cultural and Humanitarian committee along with Olivia Manou and Aspasia
Gianniri in this year’s Logos MUN conference.

| would like to congratulate you on your interest in choosing to participate in
this project that shows the compassion and effort put together in order to
create an innovative and prolific outcome; as such it will enhance your
knowledge and will ingrain fundamental principles to your logos. My MUN
journey began over two years ago, with my participation as a delegate in this
exact committee and | couldn’t have imagined that | would participate in many
more to come both locally and internationally. | can’t contain my excitement
for this conference to begin!

As delegates of the GA3, you will be asked to take a deep dive into this year's
topics that include the “Combating of sex trafficking “ and “ Discrimination
against the Romani people”. Through rigorous and diligent research, we have
come up with valuable information that will assist your comprehension and
encourage you to do your own research as it is a form of aid for your
participation in debates that will take place to voice your proposals and ideas.
These topics will challenge you and, as a result, make you consider obstacles
that deter the problem from being solved while considering the ethical and
legal side of such issues and the types of factors that can influence or even spur
the consequences. Furthermore, you will come face to face with questioning
the effectiveness of already existing combat mechanisms.

Please don’t hesitate to contact per email if you encounter any difficulties!
Best Regards,

Isavella Dikaiou
Co-Chair of GA3

Email: Isabella.dikaiou@gmail.com
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Forum: Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (GA3)
Issue: Combating the issue of sex trafficking
Student Officers: Olivia Manou Corvinous (Chair);

Aspasia Gianniri (Co-chair); Isabella Dikaiou (Co-chair)

Introduction

Sex trafficking is a type of human trafficking; a form of modern-day slavery. It
is an ongoing public health issue that people around the world are fighting against as
it negatively affects the well-being of individuals, families, and communities. It occurs
when a trafficker “uses force, fraud or coercion to cause a commercial sex act with an
adult or causes a minor to commit a commercial sex act”. Even if no force, fraud, or
coercion is used on a minor for any commercial sexual activity it is still considered
trafficking. A shocking number of 4.8 million people were victims of sex trafficking
around the world in 2016; 3.8 million were adults and 1 million were children, with
99% of victims being women and girls.

This issue is not simply a local problem seen only in specific regions or cultures;
it crosses all borders and affects people from all areas of the world - regardless of age,
gender, or socioeconomic status. It is a serious breach of human rights; damaging the
ideals of equality and freedom - the basis of civilized communities. In addition, many
people in active sex trafficking circumstances do not recognize themselves as being
victims. This is because they have been “expertly groomed by a trafficker to believe
they have chosen to participate”. A deeper understanding of sex-trafficking can help
the global community to recognize people in a vulnerable position, even before they
become victims, and provide survivors with the support they need to move on with
their lives. This study guide will explore this stressing issue by analyzing its history,
recognizing its terrible effects, exploring past attempts to solve it, and proposing
solutions to put an end to the suffering of these victims.

Definition of key terms

Human Trafficking

“Human Trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt
of people through force, fraud or deception, with the aim of exploiting them for
profit”. It is present all over the world and can affect men, women, and kids of
different ages and socioeconomic statuses. In order to mislead and coerce their
victims, traffickers frequently rely on violence, dishonest employment agencies, and
false claims of chances for education.”
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Sex Trafficking

“The act of buying or selling people, or of making money from work they are forced to
do, such as sex work”. Specifically, it is when someone uses force, fraud, or coercion
to cause a commercial sex act with an adult or causes a minor to commit a sex act.”

Sexual Activity
“Refers to any physical contact that is of sexual nature.”

Informed Consent

“The approval by both participants on whether an act can be committed is called
consent. However, simple consent is frequently not enough. Individuals must be
provided with all necessary information at the moment of consent in order to provide
them the chance to assess and comprehend the effects of a decision. This is known as
informed consent. Additionally, they must be informed of their ability to decline or
deny taking part in an action. In order to have informed consent from children, their
parents or legal guardians must also give informed consent.”

Trafficker
“Refers to a person that sexually exploits victims to earn revenue from buyers.”

Commercial Sex Act

“It includes prostitution, pornography and sexual performance done in exchange for
any item of value, such as money, drugs, shelter, food or clothes.”

Perpetrator

“A person who commits sex trafficking or any other crime of offence.”

White Slavery

“The use of force, deceit, or drugs to procure a white woman or girl against her will
for prostitution. White Slavery marked the beginning of sex trafficking after the ending
of The African Slave Trade.”

Sexploitation

“Any actual, threatened, or attempted abuse of one's position of power, trust, or
vulnerability for sexual purposes.”
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Timeline of events

Date

Description of Event

1526

The earliest form of global human trafficking began with the
Transatlantic Slave Trade - where millions of men, women, and
children were forcibly shipped from Africa to America, where they
would be sold for labor.

1807

The first law against slavery was issued in Britain; prior to this date,
the African Slave Trade was both legal and government-tolerated.

1820

The United States bans slavery 40 years before the American Civil
War. “At the time, there were no international organizations that
could make such decisions binding on many nations at once.”:

1880

After the end of the African Slave Trade, “white slavery” began,
where white women and girls were used for prostitution.

1899

As the issue of sex trafficking began to gain attention, governments
started cooperating in international conferences - such as the one in
Paris - to combat the issue.

1910

The International Convention for the Suppression of the White Slave
Trade criminalizes White Slave Trade.

02/12/1949

The problem of sex trafficking was still growing throughout the
century, so the UN decided it is necessary for them to address and
combat the growing issue. The Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others
is ratified by 49 countries.

15/11/2000

The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children was adopted
by the UN. This was the first agreement to address both the
existence of modern-day slavery and the possibility of males falling
victim to sex trafficking. “The definition was also expanded to include
organ harvesting, slavery, and forced labor.”
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Background information

Effects of sex trafficking

Psychological trauma

One of the most significant effects of sex trafficking is the psychological trauma
caused by it. Children who are victimized are generally more vulnerable so they feel
ashamed, humiliated, and powerless; feelings which can trouble the child and cause
them to isolate themselves from family, friends, and their community. This can lead
to further long-lasting impacts on their mental health, such as anxiety and depression
- lessening their quality of life. The majority of victims have reported developing post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), due to repeated exposure to traumatic events and
psychological distress.

Physical harm

Trafficking victims suffer serious physical abuse and exhaustion. In most cases,
traffickers starve their victims, in an attempt to weaken them and prevent them from
fighting back. Additionally, the living conditions these victims are kept in are
dangerously inhumane with poor sanitation, inadequate nutrition, and a severe lack
of personal hygiene. Victims also face untreated injuries; such as broken bones,
concussions, severe bruising, and numerous others related to assault. Furthermore,
sexually transmitted diseases spread rapidly in sex trafficking and often go untreated.
Another health issue present in female victims is an unwanted pregnancy that has
resulted from rape or prostitution. Infertility due to sexual abuse can also become an
issue in the victim’s later life.

Types of Sex Trafficking

Pimp-Controlled Trafficking

The victim is controlled by one trafficker physically, psychologically, or
emotionally; in order to control them, pimps might use force, drugs, violence, gang
rape, and emotional abuse. To obtain their victims, they often offer marriage and
modelling careers or use threats, brainwashing, and kidnapping. Often, the pimp will
groom children and after gaining their trust, and proceed with requesting sexual acts
which traps their victim due to the fear of social humiliation. The social stigma and the
fear of not being believed may prevent victims from seeking help and make them feel
trapped in this situation. Frequently, victims might develop Stockholm Syndrome,
which is the “psychological response wherein a captive begins to identify closely with
his or her captors, as well as with their agenda and demands”. The captive shows
forms of kindness and sympathy to their captors. It is considered a psychological
defense, or coping mechanism, experienced by some during extreme trauma.
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Gang-controlled Trafficking

Gang-controlled trafficking is conducted by gang members as a group. The
participants are required to perform aggressive and criminal tasks. These criminal
tasks include distributing drugs, extortion, robbery, and murder. Sex trafficking is
quicker, higher-paying, and less likely to draw police attention, therefore many gangs
establish joint sex trafficking rings with other gangs in their area, in order to increase
their income. In addition, the fact that victims are shared between multiple gangs
makes it more challenging for law enforcement to find them.

Grooming

‘Loverboys’ are “human traffickers who usually operate by trying to make
young girls or boys fall in love with them”. By doing this, they assert power, and
establish control over them, leaving them open to exploitation in the sex industry.
Social media is a tool commonly used by groomers, as it gives them easy access to the
vulnerable people, and the information provided through their online accounts
allowing the groomers to learn a lot about them and to establish connections with
their "targets." Often, they secure their victim’s trust with fake profile pictures and
identities, pretending to share similar interests, complimenting and even sending
them gifts. Groomers also share ‘secrets’ with their victims, to make them feel as
though they are in a safe, trusting relationship.

To protect themselves, groomers also train the subconscious victim to keep
their relationship a secret. Once an online relationship has been established, the
groomer will often steer the conversation towards sex. These online relationships
allow the perpetrator to clearly see the vulnerabilities of their victims, which they use
to harm them. Once trust has been gained, the groomer will plan to meet with their
“target” in person, where the victim is exposed to several dangerous situations. Other
forms of the internet, groomers use to establish relationships, and to gain information
on their victims, include gaming platforms, dating apps and messaging platforms
(mainly Instagram and WhatsApp).

Familial Trafficking

Familial trafficking, which occurs when a victim is under the influence of family
members who enable them to be sexually exploited in exchange for valuables, is very
common, as 60% of young victims are related to their sex trafficker. The children
affected, typically have a significant amount of freedom and continue to attend
school. A great portion of these children do not even realize that they are being
trafficked, often not knowing what trafficking is. Familial trafficking is considerably the
most difficult to identify. Though most common in the USA, it is highly encountered
in LEDCs (Less Economically Developed Countries, such as the Philippines.
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Cybersex trafficking

Cybersex trafficking is a growingly "popular” form of trafficking in the 21st
century. It includes trafficking as well as the webcam live streaming of rape or coercive
sexual activity. The victims are frequently threatened, kidnapped, and taken to
"cybersex dens," which tend to be located in an area where they have access to a
computer, tablet, or phone with an internet connection. The offenders make use of
dark websites, dating sites, pornographic video websites, and social media networks.
As technology has advanced over the years, online payment systems and
cryptocurrencies have been developed to cover up the identities of the transactors,
enabling numerous scandals to go unreported.

The effect of social media on sex trafficking

Social media is being utilized to contact, recruit and sell children for sex;
predators (pimps/traffickers) use the internet to find their victims, as most younger
people are less aware of the dangers of the internet and don’t refrain from opening
up. In many cases, the traffickers coerce the victims into believing they want to send
nude pictures. These pictures are then extorted to the buyers; a study says that 58
percent of victims eventually meet their traffickers but 42 percent who meet their
trafficker online never met them face to face=. Also, many social media companies
such as Snapchat have a setting where you can share your live location, therefore
allowing the trafficker to know exactly where you are.

Causes of sex trafficking

Poverty

Poverty is one of the main factors causing the continuation of sex trafficking.
Whilst multiple countries were on the right track with trying to reduce the percentage
of poverty taking place, COVID-19 reversed the progress; the pandemic increased the
global poverty rate from 7.8% to 9.1%. A large amount of people living in areas of
poverty constantly try to migrate to other countries so they can find better work.
However, migration increases vulnerability to sex trafficking, as migrants are in a
desperate search of a better life (traffickers normally target those desperate for work).
Furthermore, poverty is much harder to escape when higher-level education is not
achieved. The jobs that do not need academic education are often the ones were
workers are more likely to be exploited.

Demand for cheap sex

Demand for commercial sex is also high, which encourages traffickers to target
more victims, particularly women and girls. Women and girls account for 65% of
trafficking victims, according to UNODC data from 2020. 90% of them are involved in
commercial sex trafficking. Due to their vulnerability to manipulation and abuse,
children are also particularly susceptible to forms of exploitation like forced labor,
forced marriage, and commercial sex. To be able to meet the demand for low-cost sex
traffickers might exploit them to long hours, unsafe conditions and low pay.

10
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Cultural factors

In multiple cultures it is accepted to devalue and abuse women and girls by
taking away their rights and respect. A parent might be willing to sell their daughter
or send them to the world of exploitation for money or to pay off dept. In addition,
women and girls who have been taught that they are not equal to men are at the top
of the groups targeted by traffickers as they are in very vulnerable positions. Of
course, sex trafficking could also occur in arranged marriages which are still quite
common in mostly developing countries.

Where sex trafficking is most prevalent

According to the International Labor Organization (ILO), Asia and the Pacific
Region have the highest percentage of human trafficking (29.3 million). Libya is ranked
the worst because of its destabilization due to their civil war. 175,000 young women
from Russia, the former Soviet Union, and Eastern and Central Europe were sold as
commodities in the sex markets of Europe and the Americas only in 1997.

Figure 1: Reported human trafficking: main origin, transit and destination countries

Figure 1: Map reporting
human trafficking.

Figure 2: Map reporting
main forms of exploitation
and detected victims.
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United States of America (USA)

The US government is trying to combat sex trafficking through public
awareness, education, and advocacy campaigns. They are assisting victims by
providing shelters as well as health, psychological, legal, and vocational services. The
US has also enacted many federal laws such as the 106th U.S. Congress, Trafficking
Victims Protection Act (TVPA). It was the first law designed to protect victims of sex
trafficking. The FBI works with state enforcement agencies to investigate sex
trafficking cases and recover minors who have fallen victim to sex trafficking.

Taiwan

Sex trafficking is very prevalent in Taiwan. However, they have been one of the
most active countries when it comes to fighting human trafficking. They are constantly
investigating trafficking cases, giving access to shelters, establishing new regulations,
implementing training programs for law enforcement officials, and making campaigns
to increase public awareness.

World Health Organization (WHOQO)

The World Health Organization has played a critical role in addressing the issue
of sex trafficking, by focusing though mostly on the physical and mental health of the
victims. It has conducted large amounts of research on the health issues sex trafficking
causes, both physical and psychological. Furthermore, they are developing and
providing guidelines, and training materials so healthcare professionals can recognize
and support the victims. Lastly, they focus on increasing public awareness about the
effects of sex trafficking and contribute to educating the community about the
physical and mental suffering victims go through.

OVER HALF

of the victims identified in new criminal human trafficking cases in 2021 were MINORS.

Bl MINOR M ADULTS

43% 34%
100% 100%
57% 66%

ALL CRIMINAL SEX TRAFFICKING BUYER CASES FORCED LABOR CASES
TRAFFICKING CASES CASES

Figure 3: Over half the victims identified in 2021 human trafficking cases were minors.

12
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Male Survivor

Male Survivor is a non-profit, public benefit organization dedicated to
supporting, treating, researching, educating, and advocating against all types of sexual
victimization of boys and men. It has over 15,000 members from all around the world.
It is committed to providing personal support for men throughout their whole healing
process, by connecting survivors with other people who have had the same
experience, and giving them the ability to talk with a therapist whenever they want.
The Board of Directors consists of renowned and distinguished experts in the fields of
advocacy, counseling, therapy, and research related to sexual assault.

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC)

The NCMEC is one of the most well-known organizations helping sex trafficking
victims, specifically minors. It is an NGO that serves to find missing children across the
USA by working with law enforcement, the public, victims, and families to reduce child
sexual exploitation. Since its launch, it has received over 5 million calls reporting on
missing children and has helped law enforcement agencies find 348,000. More than
77,000 families have been emotionally supported by the organization.

Relevant UN resolutions, treaties, and events (Previous attempts)

Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings

The Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human
Beings was adopted in 2005 and came into power in 2008. It is a treaty that is of great
importance in effectively stopping trafficking in human beings. The treaty sets out a
number of measures for the protection of trafficked individuals, to eliminate the
practice of trafficking, and to punish those responsible for it. For instance, victims are
entitled to a period of recovery and reflection as well as a variety of protection
measures that are not based on a person's agreement to assist in any law enforcement
efforts against the traffickers. In some cases, trafficked individuals may also be
granted renewable residence permits

Palermo Protocol

The Palermo Protocol is the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. This protocol is a
supplement to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
(UNTOC) and was adopted by resolution A/RES/55/25 of 15 November 2000 at the
fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly (GA) of the UN. It provides a thorough
framework for addressing human (and sex) trafficking, focusing on international
collaboration, the punishment of traffickers, and the protection of victims.

13
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United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons

This Plan was adopted by the General Assembly (GA) on the 30th July to urge
governments worldwide to take measures to try to tackle this issue. It outlines a
strategy to prevent and combat human trafficking, especially that of women and
children. It acknowledges that human rights are being violated and that trafficking is
a serious crime. The plan emphasizes the necessity of a victim-centered strategy,
victim protection and support, and global collaboration to combat trafficking. It also
stresses the importance of conducting more research about the problem.

Blue Heart Campaign Against Human Trafficking

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime’s (UNODC’s) Blue Heart
Campaign Against Human Trafficking is a powerful, international symbol against
human trafficking. Launched in 2008, this campaign uses the image of a blue heart to
raise awareness and inspire action by representing the sadness of trafficking victims.
The use of the same color as the UN flag demonstrates the commitment of the UN to
combat this infringement of human rights.

Possible solutions

Improving Law Enforcement

Strengthening legislation and laws is necessary to respond to and tackle crimes
associated with human trafficking. Imposing even more severe penalties on
traffickers, clearly defining the conditions it lied upon so people can understand when
it is happening, and prioritizing the prosecution of buyers are just some examples of
what can be done to improve the current situation. Enhancing international
cooperation among law enforcement agencies through communication and
information exchange will lead to the identification and conviction of many traffickers.

Awareness and preventative measures

Awareness campaigns can be developed to educate the public, vulnerable
communities, and potential victims about the dangers of sex trafficking. Furthermore,
training professionals, such as health care workers and educators on how to recognize
and respond to potential trafficking situations would be extremely helpful.
Professionals should not be the only ones getting involved, the government should
impose a mandatory lesson to schools that informs the students about the types of
sex trafficking that exist and addresses the roots of the issue, such as poverty, lack of
education and discrimination; in this way, future vulnerable groups can be aware
about the danger, thereby decreasing their probability of getting into that situation.

14
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Economic Empowerment

Encourage vocational training and skills development programs for at-risk
individuals, particularly women and youth, to enhance their economic opportunities.
Access to employment and sustainable income can be a powerful tool in preventing
individuals from being coerced into sex trafficking due to financial desperation. By
ensuring that education is accessible and tailored to the needs of the community, with
a focus on providing skills and knowledge relevant to local job markets, at-risk
individuals can become less likely to be coerced into sex trafficking due to financial
desperation. This includes basic literacy, numeracy and vocational training. Another
form of economic empowerment could be offering incentives to employers who hire
individuals from vulnerable communities, such as grants or subsidized training
programs. Encouraging companies to engage in inclusive hiring practices will
contribute to reducing unemployment rates and vulnerability to trafficking.

Further reading

The UN’s own resolutions regarding this issue can offer a lot of information.
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Forum: Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (GA3)
Issue: Addressing the issue of discrimination against the Romani in Europe
Student Officers: Olivia Manou Corvinus (Chair);

Isabella Dikaiou (Co-chair); Aspasia Gianniri (Co-chair);

Introduction

Due to the extensive, and often systemic, human rights violations, brought on
by centuries of prejudice and discrimination, the majority of Roma have spent their
lives on the margins of European society. Having no escape, they are stuck in a vicious
cycle, and so will their descendants, if we don’t come to their aid.

This study guide is designed to aid and reinforce one's knowledge about the
discrimination against the Romani people and the many negative and harmful
consequences they face daily, inexorably. The study guide examines the history
behind the anti-Romani sentiment and the factors that contribute to the issue while
keeping a close eye on the root of the problem originating in Europe explicitly.
Additionally, it incorporates the possible solutions including, but not limited to,
previous attempts to solve this pressing issue. The study guide is created in order to
grasp a basic understanding on the issue and further research is advised.

Definition of key terms

Romani People

“Roma, singular Rom, also called Romany or Gypsies (considered pejorative), an ethnic
group of traditionally itinerant people who originated in northern India but live in
modern times worldwide, principally in Europe”.

Antiziganism
“Antiziganism or anti-Gypsyism, is the particular racist structure, ideology, and hostile
prejudice targeted at Roma. It seeks to alienate Roma precisely because of their

identity. Antiziganism infringes the principle of equal value and equal rights.”

Anti-Romani Sentiment

“Anti-Romani sentiment is hostility, prejudice, discrimination or racism specifically
directed at Roma. Non-Romani itinerant groups in Europe such as the Yenish, Irish, and
Highland Travelers are often given the name "gypsy" and confused with the Romani
people. Sentiments initially directed at the Romani people that are also directed at
other nomad groups are often referred to as "anti gypsy" sentiments.”
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Timeline of events

Date Description of Events

15th The enslavement of the Roma, mostly taken as prisoners of war, in the

Century | Principality of Moldavia.

16th In Royal Hungary, the Crown developed strong anti-Romani policies,

Century | therefore the Romani people were expelled from many locations and
increasingly adopted a nomadic way of life.

1530 In England, the Egyptians Act 1530 passed by the Crown in Parliament
banned Romani from entering the country and required those living in
the country to leave within 16 days. Failure to do so could result in
confiscation of property, imprisonment and deportation.

1538 The first anti-Romani legislation was issued in the March of Moravia

1545 The Diet of Augsburg declared that "whoever kills a Gypsy (Romani), will
be guilty of no murder".

1660 The Romani were prohibited from residing in France by King Louis XIV

1710 Joseph |, Holy Roman Emperor, issued an edict against the Romani,
ordering "that all adult males were to be hanged without trial, whereas
women and young males were to be flogged and banished forever.

1740 The Great Gypsy Round-up, also known as the "general imprisonment of
the gypsies" (prision general de gitanos), was a raid authorized and
organized by the Spanish Monarchy that led to the arrest of most
gypsies (Romani) in the region.

1774 Maria Theresa of Austria forbade marriages between Romani.

1866 In the United States during Congressional debate over the Fourteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution which would
subsequently grant citizenship to all persons born within U.S. territory,
an objection raised was that a consequence of enacting the amendment
would be to grant citizenship to Roma and other groups perceived by
some as undesirable.

1939- Roma Genocide by the Nazis

1945
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1982 West Germany formally recognized the Romani genocide
2000 Pope John Paul Il issued a formal public apology to, among other groups

of people affected by Catholic persecution, the Romani people and
begged God for forgiveness

2007 European Union officials censured both the Czech Republic and Slovakia
in 2007 for forcibly segregating Romani children from regular schools.

2009 The UN's anti-racism panel charged that "Gypsies suffer widespread
racism in European Union". The EU has launched a program entitled
Decade of Roma Inclusion to combat this and other problems.

2011 A report issued by Amnesty International states, "systematic
discrimination is taking place against up to 10 million Roma across
Europe. The organization has documented the failures of governments
across the continent to live up to their obligations.

Background information

European Union and Romani People

The Roma in Europe are often subject to racism, social exclusion, trafficking,
and violence. They constitute the poorest most stigmatized population within the EU.
Romani students are placed in segregated classes all around European countries and
often ‘channeled into’ all-Romani schools that offer inferior quality in education and
are in an unfit physical state for the safety of the students. Underage Roma often fall
victims of child exploitation and are abused into “innocent acts”, such as stealing by
other Roma. This only adds to people’s strong dislike towards them and makes ‘racist
attacks against them’ justifiable. Arrests target the Roma much more than any other
minority group, specifically regarding robberies. Romani people are discriminated and
often denied access to decent health care, education and jo b opportunities.

The Romani people live below the line of poverty which is perpetuated by early
marriage practices and segregated education in many Eastern European Countries,
along with the difficulty of access to housing and the justice system. In addition, the
instruments for the protection of minorities, which is the European legal apparatus, is
not supported by important members of the EU. An example of this can be seen in the
1998 Framework Convention for the protection of National Minorities, which has not
been ratified by France, Turkey, Iceland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and Greece.
Moreover, the document is criticized because of the flexibility of the definition of
“national minorities,” which significantly limits the value of this framework.
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Even fewer states have ratified the 1992 European Charter for Regional and
Minority Languages, which detailed, in its first two parts, which languages are
protected in each country and, in the third one, the concrete engagements for specific
sectors (e.g., education, economic and social life, and cultural activities). The 16 states
committed to protect the Romani language (Czech Republic, the Netherlands, and
Romania) only commit to protecting it under Part I, which describes no actual way on
how to take action but only agrees that action should be taken.

There exists a wide consensus among civil societies and European organs that
the Race Equality Directive has not been adequately transposed into domestic
legislation or measures to fight against anti-Roma discrimination. The European Court
of Human Rights has recognized that Roma people are the victims of institutionalized
racism and racially-motivated police raids using disproportionate force in 2019.

Hate Crimes

Ethnic hatred targeting Roma started in the 15th century. Anti-Roma rhetoric,
including that focusing on "Gypsy criminality", can be carried on through the media
and by political actors. Additionally, Romani people suffer assaults daily, including in
public places while there has also been a number of serious cases reporting attacks
involving violence towards them and their family, often hunting down their homes or
whole communities in Roma settlements. The reason behind these attacks is to
physically eradicate their presence in towns and cities in European countries, directing
their harm in no distinction between adults, elderly and children. Amnesty
International says ‘police are failing to prevent anti-Roma attacks, often harass the
minority by raiding their settlements, and by carrying out arbitrary detentions’.

Covid-19

The coronavirus crisis has deteriorated the inequalities and inhumane living
conditions. It has also highlighted the systematic and violent racial discrimination,
through border security, ethnic profiling, containment policies, and hatred crimes.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis has reinforced widespread discrimination
and violence against Roma people all across Europe. The European Roma Rights
Centre report highlights major human rights violations against Roma during the
pandemic in several countries. A common practice is the framing of racist narratives
portraying Roma as a public health risk as in Moldova, or public officials and media
hate speech discourses fueling police violence as in Romania. The level of violence and
harassment by the police has also increased since the outbreak of COVID-19 at the
borders and within European countries. The authorities have also taken advantage of
the crisis to limit the movements of Roma with arbitrary quarantines at the borders
or lockdown measures in Romani ghettos even when there was no sign of illness.

Roma people are significantly more at risk as they often live in overcrowded
camps with bad hygiene. In Italy and Belgium, Roma people have been subjected to
forced evictions without notice or any offers of alternative accommodation.

23



EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT e e
EANAAA GREECE "

Their situation prevented them from legally challenging the decisions and
made them even more vulnerable to the pandemic as they do not have any proper
access to water, nutrition, or medication. All of these human rights abuses, coupled
with the “info-demic” surrounding the virus and the difficult access to healthcare,
explain the particularly low number of vaccinations among Roma people. It is also
fueled by a historical mistrust of national healthcare systems, with cases of coerced or
involuntary sterilization of Roma women in former Czechoslovakia as an example.
States should ensure the coronavirus countermeasures do not disproportionately
affect this community and should include them in the national vaccination strategy.

War in Ukraine

At the end of May 2022, just over three months since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, more than 6 million people had been forced to flee the country.
Nevertheless, as one of the most marginalized communities in Ukraine, the Roma,
have long been subjected to issues such as segregation, lack of documents and
discrimination, the challenges they face in displacement are especially acute. This
includes accessing livelihoods, given that many Roma have relied on informal
employment and temporary work to make ends meet.

Segregation has long characterized the lives of Roma in Ukraine. However, with
the outbreak of war, this has taken on a new dimension: the segregation of Roma in
refugee reception centers. This is evident in Moldova, where, despite the
government’s supportive stance in receiving Ukrainian refugees, Roma have been
housed separately alongside a small number of other ethnic minorities in three main
facilities in Kishinev. The substandard living conditions include poor quality food, cold
water, lack of appropriate clothing, and limited medical assistance.

Furthermore, lack of personal documentation — an issue for significant
numbers of Roma even before the war — is now playing a pivotal role in their access
to asylum and humanitarian assistance. For internally displaced Roma, fleeing areas
where hostilities are most intense for the relative safety of other regions, their lack of
paperwork has meant their status as internally displaced persons (IDPs) is not officially
recognized: as a result, they have been denied the emergency financial assistance
available to support IDPs. Meanwhile, in neighboring Moldova undocumented Roma
refugees are unable to move on to countries in the European Union.

Maintaining these livelihoods was difficult enough during the early months of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Since the outbreak of war Roma families in affected areas
have been trapped for weeks under constant bombardment in bomb shelters, unable
to earn an income and dependent on their rapidly dwindling personal savings.
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Stakeholders

Roma Together

The work by the NGO Roma Together is being supported by the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, with whom they have
implemented community-led training.

The European Roma Rights Center (ERRC)

The European Roma Rights Center is a Roma-led strategic litigation
organization, which challenges human rights violations throughout the continent.
Furthermore, this non-governmental agency gave Roma people management
opportunities, with a majority of these positions being filled by Romani women.

European Roma Grassroots Organizations Network (ERGO).

Established in 2008, ERGO is a conglomerate of more than 30 smaller
organizations working together towards the common goal of addressing anti-Romani
discrimination. The main objective is to make policymakers aware of how
discrimination against the Roma is responsible for the group’s struggle to achieve
equality and inclusion. ERGO endorses policies to empower the Roma and has
launched public awareness campaigns about the issues plaguing the ethnic group.

Czech Republic

Roma make up 2-3% of the population in the Czech Republic. More
specifically, Roma account for more than 60% of Czech prisoners and about 20-30%
earn their livelihood in illegal ways, such as through prostitution, trafficking, and
property crimes. Roma are thus more than 20 times overrepresented in Czech prisons
than their share of the country’s population would suggest.

Several walls around Roma settlements have been built by local authorities to
segregate the Roma minority from the rest of the population. Furthermore, the
frequency and size of anti-Roma marches in the Czech Republic surged in 2013,
compared to previous years. On 24 August alone, anti-Roma demonstrators took to
the streets in eight different towns. According to a 2010 survey, 45% of Czechs would
like to expel Roma from their country. A 2011 poll, which followed after a number of
brutal attacks by Romani perpetrators against Czechs, revealed that 44% of Czechs are
afraid of Roma people. The majority of Czech residents do not want to have Romani
neighbors (almost 90%, more than any other group) seeing them as thieves and social
parasites. Romani children from orphanages are almost never adopted by Czech
couples. According to Amnesty International, while small changes had been
introduced by the authorities, little genuine improvement in addressing discrimination
against Romani children has occurred over recent years.
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Greece

Greece is home to between 250,000 and 350,000 Roma. Many live in
settlements, often raided and arbitrarily detained by the police. In the first nine
months of 2013, police conducted 1,131 raids in Romani settlements across the
country. Over 52,000 people were checked and around 19,000 taken to police stations
during the raids. Of those, around 1,300 were arrested. According to the 2019
Eurobarometer survey, discrimination against the Roma people is the most prevalent
form of discrimination in Greece. A survey by the Pew Research Center found that 72%
of the Greek population viewed the Roma people unfavorably.

In the period of austerity after the 2008 financial crisis, members of Greece’s
Roma community were identified as being at a much higher risk of poverty (about 95
per cent) than the general population (just over 20 per cent). Marginalization,
infrastructural discrimination, and high rates of illiteracy are also connected to poor
living conditions, which pose significant health risks.

Bulgaria

In 2001, the widespread anti-Romanism culminated in anti-Roma protests in
Bulgaria, because of the murder of Angel Petrov on the orders of Kiril Rashkov, a Roma
leader in the village of Katunitsa. In the subsequent trial, the killer, Simeon Yosifov,
was sentenced to 17 years in jail. Protests continued on 1 October in Sofia, with 2000
Bulgarians marching against the Romani and what they viewed to be the "impunity
and the corruption"” of the political elite in the country. Volen Siderov, leader of the
far-right Ataka party and presidential candidate, spoke to a crowd at the Presidential
Palace in Sofia, calling for Romani ghettos to be dismantled.

Many of the organized protests were accompanied by ethnic clashes and racist
violence against Romani. The protesters shouted racist slogans like "Gypsies into
soap" and "Slaughter the Turks!" Many protesters were arrested for public offences.
The news media labelled the protests as anti-Romani Pogroms.

In 2019, organized massacres against the Roma community in Gabrovo broke
out after three young Romani were accused of assaulting a local shopkeeper. The
following wave of riots saw incidents of violence and arson of two houses where Roma
people were living. As a result, the majority of the town's Roma community fled
overnight, leaving behind their homes to be looted. Roma rights Many Roma have
never returned as their homes were burned down and their property destroyed.

Italy

In 2007 and 2008, following the rape and subsequent murder of a woman in
Rome at the hands of a young man from a local Romani encampment the ltalian
government started a crackdown on illegal Roma and Sinti campsites in the country.
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In May 2008, Romani camps in Naples were attacked and set on fire by local
residents In July 2008, a high court in Italy overthrew the conviction of defendants
who had publicly demanded the expulsion of Romanis from Verona in 2001 and
reportedly ruled that "it is acceptable to discriminate against Roma on the grounds
that they are thieves". The decision came during a "nationwide clampdown" on
Romanis by Italian prime minister Silvio Berlusconi. The previous week, Berlusconi's
interior minister Roberto Maroni had declared that all Romanis in Italy, including
children, would be fingerprinted.

In 2011, the European Commission defined the presence of Romani camps as
an unacceptable condition. As already underlined by many international
organizations, the prevalent positioning of the RSC communities in the "nomad
camps" (camps that house nomadic groups) fuels segregation and along with forms of
ghettoization and self-segregation, it hinders the process of social inclusion.

Slovakia

According to the last census from 2011, Roma make up 2.0% of the population
in Slovakia. Three Slovakian Romani women have come before the European Court of
Human Rights on grounds of having been sterilized without their consent in Slovakian
hospitals. A report by the Center for Reproductive Rights and the Centre for Civil and
Human Rights has compiled more than 100 cases of Roma women in Slovakia who
have been sterilized without their informed consent.

Roma suffer serious discrimination in Slovakia. Roma children are segregated
in school and do not receive the same level of education with other Slovakian children.
Some are sent to schools for children with mild mental disabilities. As a result, their
attainment level is far below average. Amnesty International’s report "Unfulfilled
promises: Failing to end segregation of Roma pupils in Slovakia" describes the failure
of the Slovak authorities to end the discrimination of Roma children in education.
According to a 2012 United Nations Development Program survey, around 43 per cent
of Roma in mainstream schools attended ethnically segregated classes.

Romania

Several anti-Romani riots occurred in recent decades. The 1993 Hadareni riots,
for instance, involved a mob of Romanians and Hungarians, who, in response to the
killing of a Romanian by a Romani person, burnt down 13 houses belonging to Roma,
lynched three Romani people, and forced 130 people to flee the village.

In Baia Mare, Mayor Catalin Chereches announced the construction of a 3-
meter high, 100-meter-long concrete wall to divide the buildings in which the Roma
community lives from the rest of the city. The Manele, the modern Romani music
style, was prohibited in some cities of Romania in public transport and taxis. The
justification given by bus and taxi companies was passengers' comfort. The companies
opted for a neutral ambience, acceptable for all passengers.
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Relevant UN resolutions, treaties, and events (Previous attempts)

Human Rights Commission resolution 1992/65

On the 4th of March 1982, the UN resolution on the Protection of Roma was
written to ensure that any type of discrimination is unacceptable, in order to help
construct possible solutions on the problems Roma minorities are facing.

European Parliament resolution on the situation of the Roma in the European Union

On the 28th of April, 2005 this resolution recognized the importance of
safeguarding Roma rights and pushed for their integration into political life,
condemning any form of discrimination, racial, and minority hatred. In addition, hate
crimes were described as a punishable act. Furthermore, it recognized the Roma as
victims of war, honoring the International Roma Day.

Human Rights Council resolution A/HRC/RES/26/4H

Through the Human Rights Council 2015 resolution “Promotion and protection
of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the
right to development”, the UN Human Rights Office supported the Special Rapporteur
on Minority Issues in producing a global study on the human rights situation of Roma
worldwide.” The Human Rights Council resolution and the study recognize that the
discrimination facing the Roma is part of the reason why they are socially excluded.

European Parliament resolution on the situation of Roma people living in settlements

On the 5th of October, 2022, this resolution was passed, so as to protect
Roma’s basic human rights including their right on work and employment. Extra care
was given to the limited availability and low quality of social housing.

Possible solutions

Regulating Hate Speech

International Roma Day on 8 April is a key date to mark Romani culture, made
more significant in Romania since the passing of last year’s landmark legislation to
combat hate-speech against the Roma — the first law of its kind in Europe.

As racist slurs and hate speech spiked on social media during the COVID-19
pandemic, some people went as far as blaming the Roma - who are Romania’s largest
ethnic minority - for the spread of the virus. It is important that international
cooperation can motivate more member states to pass similar laws for the abolition
of Roma-centered hate speech. Demeaning slurs only serve as a means of
dehumanizing a chronically alienated ethnic minority.
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Measures to target most disadvantaged Roma groups

Not all Roma are poor or disadvantaged. Measures should target Roma
households that experience social exclusion and poor living conditions rather than
Roma in general. Past measures sometimes targeted better-off Roma; for instance,
social housing was provided to those able to afford rent and utilities. Such initiatives
leave behind the most disadvantaged Roma and could further marginalize them.

In targeting poor and disadvantaged Roma, it is also important to follow the
principle of “explicit but not exclusive targeting” of Roma, so that non-Roma who face
similar disadvantages will not be excluded from the interventions. This will ensure that
funds reach the groups most in need of them, while also countering stigmatization of
Roma for consuming more than their share of public resources.

Geographical Integration

Roma communities are geographically segregated from the rest of the
population, which leads to negative neighborhood effects such as lack of access to
quality services (e.g., education, health) and constrained employment opportunities

The goal of desegregation is to mix deprived and better-off social groups by
diversifying neighborhoods and dispersing disadvantaged families across the urban
space. Improving neighborhood connectivity, as described above, can also help
integrate disadvantaged communities, reducing their alienation.

Providing civil documents

Roma often do not have civil documents, such as birth certificates and
residential addresses, needed to access social services or as credibility to make formal
transactions (e.g., setting up bank accounts). Government intervention can be
designed to facilitate civil registration by the provision, for example, of subsidies.

Community social workers

Disadvantaged communities can benefit from on-the-ground presence of
community social workers who interact with community members and monitor their
needs and issues on a day-to-day basis. Especially when permanently based in a
community, social workers can open a channel of communication between
community members, service providers, and local authorities.

They can help enhance the relevance of interventions by gathering current
information on the existing conditions and needs. When social workers come from the
communities they serve, they understand the community context better and can build
up relationships of trust with community members over years. It is important to make
sure that social workers have undergone necessary training.
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Public employment

When a local project involves the creation of new jobs for operation or
maintenance of social services or infrastructure, people from the local community can
be trained and hired to fill the job openings. Besides creating additional jobs for Roma,
this can improve the interaction between service providers and Roma clients and the
quality of services provided to Roma communities.

Further reading

Delegates are advised to further research the nomadic behaviors of Roma and the
Roma genocide conducted by the Nazis during World War II.
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