TRENDS SHAPING
EDUCATION

Garima Jain, TechSphere Insights,
February 2025, Volume 1, Issue 2, pp. 47-53.

The future of higher education is uncertain. As new technologies are
developed, new industries emerge, and the global economy continues to
evolve, our colleges and universities must also adapt. In many cases, this
dance of adaptation involves facing multiple constraints, especially in the face
of accelerating and often unpredictable change The future of higher education
is uncertain. As new technologies are developed, new industries emerge, and
the global economy continues to evolve, our colleges and universities must
also adapt. In many cases, this dance of adaptation involves facing multiple
constraints, especially in the face of accelerating and often unpredictable
change. The future of higher education is uncertain. As new technologies are
developed, new industries emerge, and the global economy continues to
evolve, our colleges and universities must also adapt. In many cases, this
dance of adaptation involves facing multiple constraints, especially in the face
of accelerating and often unpredictable change.

CONCEPT OF EDUCATION

The concept of education is multi-faceted, encompassing a broad range of
principles, practices, and doctrines to grease the growth and development of
individualities and society. Education is the purposeful process of conducting
knowledge, chops, values, and stations to individualities, empowering them to
navigate life successfully and contribute meaningfully to the world around
them. It isn't limited to formal institutions but extends to informal and lifelong
literacy gestures. Education seeks to nurture intellectual curiosity, critical
thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence, equipping individualities with
the tools to acclimatize to change, break problems, and make informed
opinions. Also, proper education emphasizes character development,
promoting ethical gesture, empathy, and a sense of responsibility towards
others and the terrain. As a transformative force, education has the power to
break walls, ground gaps, and foster a further inclusive and indifferent society.
Its ultimate goal is to cultivate well-rounded individuals who can lead fulfilling
lives and laboriously contribute to the betterment of humanity.
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The future of higher education is undergoing continuous transformation, driven
by technology. The scope of the education system is changing rapidly every
day due to technology. As universities face challenges and opportunities,
understanding these trends becomes vital for educators as well as
policymakers. It is causing a constant revolution in the future of higher
education. Some interpretations that are the major trends that shape higher-
level education are discussed below.

What future trends can we expect in the field of education?
e Increased Integration of Al
e Hybrid Learning Models
e Virtual and Augmented Reality in Education
e Making skill-based learning a higher priority.
e Sustainable development directly refers to environmental causes.
e Worldwide learning platforms.
¢ Easily accessible and flexible learning through mobile applications.
e Making e-learning "easier and more adaptable’

Artificial Intelligence (Al)

One of the most crucial challenges educational institutions are facing
nowadays is providing individual-oriented learning experiences. Artificial
intelligence (Al) is transforming this element of education by offering learning
paths that are suited to individual student needs.

Universities are increasingly using and implementing Al-powered tools that
can:

e Record student progress.
e Giving personalized feedback and recommendations.
e Customized earning paths based on individual learning styles and patterns.

Individual data protection and ethics-related concerns are some of the
challenges that higher education institutions face as a result of increasing
technology implementation in the field of education.

Virtual and Augmented Reality (VR/AR) in Education
The future of higher education by the year 2030 will see the wide
implementation of Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR)

technologies. Several issues concerning higher education are being met by
these technological innovations, which include:

48



e Creating virtual labs for safe and cost-effective experiments and making
learning easier.

e Encouraging practical training.

e Providing comprehensive language learning experiences.

e Providing remote learning to make it easier for students to learn from the
place of their comfort without traveling for hours.

The incorporation of VR/AR technology is one of the most rewarding education
industry trends, but institutions must overcome obstacles linked to
infrastructure expenses.

Population Shifts and Lifetime Learning

Higher education difficulties are becoming increasingly linked to population
shifts. Lifelong learning is a process of learning for a lifetime. It provides
education to people of all ages. No country is seen declining the rate of
population shortly.

e More older adults are returning to education for new skills or personal
growth.

e Countries with a high young population need more schools and teachers.

e More people moving to cities means increased demand for schools in
urban areas.

e Schools must adapt to students from different cultures and languages.

e Digital platforms make learning easier for all ages, anytime and anywhere.

e Providing flexible learning options.

These shifts are forcing institutions to implement changes accordingly as per
the requirements.

Promoting and Implementing Skills-Based Education

The trend of shaping education is leading to the promotion and
implementation of skill-based education and practical learning experiences.
These days, the emphasis is on developing students’ emotional intelligence
and their soft skills along with academic knowledge. Due to the dynamics in the
education system, higher education can't rely on theoretical learning. Schools
are integrating real-life projects to ensure practical learning experiences.
Students are inclined towards the practical learning or skill-based learning
system. Key trends in education include:
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e Providing certification courses based on skills.
¢ Providing skill-based internship opportunities.
e Project-based learning initiatives.

e Emphasis on soft skills development.

¢ Integration of entrepreneurship.

e Providing shorter learning modules.

These changes reflect broader education trends focused on more practical,
skills-focused learning. This will prepare students for the job market in the high
school itself.

Remote Learning Models and Flexible Delivery

After the pandemic, many institutions have permanently adopted remote
learning concepts. The future of higher education in 2030 will be completely
integrated with hybrid learning models that blend online and in-person
experiences. Some of the aspects that are included in these models are as
follows:

e Easily accessed via mobile apps.

e Online learning platforms.

e Timely delivery.

e Mobile learning applications.

¢ Integrating digital tools that bring flexibility.

This solves many education challenges by making higher education more

accessible and easily adaptable to various student needs. They can learn from
anywhere and everywhere with the comfort of home.
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Remote and Hybrid Learning Models- Impact of Pandemic

As a global epidemic, the 2019 coronavirus illness(COVID-19) was declared in
March 2020 and impacted colorful organizational conditioning, including
education( WHO, 2020). Seminaries had to close their doors to guarantee
public safety and health in the middle of the epidemic. This legislation touched
nearly every single pupil on Earth. Response to this epidemic produced new
tutoring approaches.

Academic institutions were under great pressure to acclimatize to the
significant shift from conventional classroom literacy to online and, eventually,
cold-blooded courses preceptors and educational institutions each around
ate this approach as a worldwide education system deliverer amid the COVID-
19 outbreak. The mongrel literacy model is inferring the combination of online
coffers with conventional in-person classroom training. Combining different
delivery ways helps cold-blooded literacy to offer the most effective and
effective literacy terrain available. Mongrel literacy has not attracted important
acceptance. Though it's a common term in a dynamic areaq, preceptors, as
much as scholars, depend on it. A mongrel learning approach, which blends
online coffers with conventional classroom instruction, was designed to meet
this end.

Further exploration is demanded on the effectiveness of mongrel literacy and
the strategies preceptors could use to maximize the eventuality of their
scholars. According to Ibrahim Y. K. and Cemre, mongrel literacy — which
blends conventional face- to-- face instruction with online coffers — has grown
increasingly popular as new technologies develop.

Its adding elevation begs dubieties on the veracity of more recent empirical
exploration on the effectiveness of mongrel literacy. It refers to a type of
training that scholars can gain contemporaneously from numerous digital
media and that's both in-person. Mongrel literacy isn't going anywhere since it
satisfies literacy objectives in ultramodern surroundings and simplifies the
delivery of education. Stated else, mongrel literacy combines classroom
education with further practical, hands-on experience. J. Singh and associates
wrote the 2022 study. Declare that those with further education have to be
suitable to get the coffers they need to complete their courses from anywhere.
To engage in mongrel and remote literacy, scholars also demanded a
computer with audio and videotape capabilities as well as a reliable, fast
Internet connection, and contends that asynchronous elLearning modules and
vids, among other literacy tools and strategies, must give scholars with training
if is to be successful. Studies reveal that numerous preceptors still oppose the
use of remote and cold-blooded literacy surroundings for concern that their
pupils would be less engaged in their education and induce inferior academic
issues than in more traditional classroom situations. This is justified by the fact
that applying remote or mongrel literacy strategies makes it impossible for
preceptors or scholars to follow strict schedules.
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Pros and Cons of Al and Technology in Education

Al and Technology are playing a very crucial role in the field of education.
Listed below are some pros and cons of Al and technology.

Pros

e Backing: Preceptors who've tried Al've set up that it can help make their jobs
easier, from coming up with assignment plans to generating pupil design
ideas to creating quizzes. With backing from artificial intelligence,
preceptors can gain further time to spend with their scholars.

e Speed: However, artificial intelligence programs can give immediate, helpful
backing if a schoolteacher or caregiver isn't available or if a pupil feels “
wedged ” while working on an assignment. For example, a pupil can ask, “
How do | break for X? ” to be reminded of the way to work an equation. A
pupil can indeed ask, “ What are some effective strategies for perfecting my
essay jotting? ” and ChatGPT can offer advice and coffers right down.

¢ Individualization: Al programs can help customize learning openings for
scholars. For example, ChatGPT can snappily and fluently restate
accoutrements to another language, making it easier for scholars who
speak another language to understand assignments. ChatGPT can also
revise accoutrements so they're suitable for varying grade situations and
knitter systems to suit scholars’ chops and interests.

e Environment: In a 2023 TED Talk, Sal Khan, the author and CEO of Khan
Academy, participated in an illustration of an Al instructor that helped a
pupil understand the symbolism of the green light in F. Scott Fitzgerald's The
Great Gatsby. The pupil asked the Al instructor to act as if it were the
character Jay Gatsby and answer her question, “ Why do you keep gaping
at the green light? ” The Al instructor answered as Gatsby, giving her a
response that wasn't only accurate but elegant and contextual. 5 unborn
scholars could use Al to talk to Anne Frank about her life, to Marie Curie
about her scientific discoveries, and to Shakespeare about his plays.

e Personalization: Artificial intelligence can also epitomize pupil literacy. By
assaying pupil performance data, Al-powered tools can determine which
scholars need support to ameliorate their literacy experience and the
stylish ways to help those scholars.

Cons
¢ Bias: Artificial intelligence is only as knowledgeable as the information it has
been trained on. However, when a pupil asks it a question, they could get a
prejudiced response if a program like ChatGPT is trained on prejudiced
information. However, scholars could admit low grades grounded on their
race or gender if a prejudiced Al tool is used for grading.
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e Crimes: In addition to bias, artificial intelligence may induce misinformation.
The data that Al draws from may have crimes, be outdated, or spread
misinformation. Neither scholars nor preceptors should assume that
information handed by Al is accurate.

e Infidelity: Scholars can use ChatGPT to write entire essays, answer quiz
questions, or do their schoolwork. Ironically, now there are Al programs that
can descry Al jotting to help preceptors determine if their scholars are
cheating. But occasionally, those programs may falsely identify a pupil's
original work as plagiarism.

¢ |solation: However, they can begin to feel disconnected and isolated if they
interact with a software program more than with a schoolteacher. Their
provocation and engagement may drop, which could lead to an increase in
powerhouse rates.

e Jobs: Artificial intelligence has the implicit to be an important literacy tool.
Some preceptors worry that Al will replace them. Balancing the advantages
of artificial intelligence in education with its implicit downsides requires
careful planning and consideration, as well as ongoing evaluation. Al can
empower preceptors, accelerate literacy, and epitomize educational
gestures, snappily and fluently. On the other hand, the pitfalls of bias,
misinformation, and pupil insulation demand scrutiny. Preceptors must
explore the eventuality of Al to be effective lawyers for their scholars and
themselves.

Trends in Education in the Indian Education System

The New Education Policy (NEP) was implemented in 2020 to transform India’s
education system. The NEP introduced multiple entry and exit options in degree
courses to make a flexible education system. The NEP aims to create a more
inclusive, skill-oriented, and innovative education system that prepares
students for the modern world. It emphasizes more on practical learning. This is
one of the major changes in the Indian education system after so many years,
and all of this is due to technology and Al integration all around the world.

In India, Karnataka became the first state to implement NEP at the primary
level.

Conclusion

The future of higher education is a mix of technology, demographic shifts, and
societal needs. Balancing innovation with tradition, accessibility with quality,
and flexibility with structure is crucial for success, ensuring a student-centered
approach. Along with tech and Al, universities are also focusing on mental
health by reducing the syllabus and only providing skill-based learning models.
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