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In Memoriam: Dr. Ahmed Sultan, a Visionary in 
African Energy
It is with deep sadness that we acknowledge the 
passing of Dr. Ahmed Sultan, a renowned expert 
in oil and energy affairs. Dr. Sultan dedicated his 
career to advancing sustainable energy solutions 
for Africa, and his insights were instrumental in 
shaping the vision for the continent's energy 
future. His contributions will be deeply missed, 
but his legacy will continue to inspire and guide 
our efforts to achieve energy self-sufficiency and 
sustainable development across Africa. This 
report, which benefited greatly from Dr. Sultan's 
expertise, is dedicated to his memory.



Abstract
The 2025 African Energy Summit in Tanzania, 
themed "A New Vision for the Future of the 
Continent – Mission 300," serves as a catalyst for 
accelerating Africa's energy transition through 
innovative and sustainable strategies. The summit 
focuses on bolstering renewable energy sources, 
such as solar, wind, and hydropower, while simul-
taneously strengthening the continent's energy 
infrastructure. These efforts aim to address 
critical challenges, including energy shortages and 
unequal distribution. The overarching goal is to 
stimulate billions of dollars in energy projects 
designed to meet the energy needs of 300 million 
people across Africa.

"Mission 300" represents a strategic blueprint for 
delivering sustainable energy solutions by foster-
ing increased collaboration between govern-
ments, the private sector, and international 
organizations. The summit also seeks to incentiv-
ize new investments and cultivate innovation 
within the energy sector, with the ultimate objec-
tive of creating job opportunities and driving 
economic development throughout the conti-
nent. Through robust regional and international 
partnerships, the summit endeavors to enhance 
Africa’s capacity to achieve energy self-sufficien-
cy, emphasizing climate change mitigation and the 
achievement of sustainable development goals.



Introduction
Confronted with the escalating challenges within 
the African energy sector, the 2025 African 
Energy Summit in Tanzania marks a crucial inflec-
tion point in the pursuit of sustainable develop-
ment for the continent. Anchored by "Mission 
300," the summit seeks to bridge the substantial 
electricity access deficit, which impacts over 600 
million Africans. It also aims to champion the 
adoption of renewable energy sources while 
mitigating the reliance on traditional energy 
sources that negatively impact the environment.

Tanzania's hosting of the summit underscores its 
commitment to ambitious energy goals, targeting 
the provision of electricity to 300 million 
Africans by 2030. This ambitious target necessi-
tates robust collaboration among African govern-
ments, the private sector, and international 
organizations. The summit not only addresses 
current challenges but also aims to develop 
innovative strategies to attract investments and 
stimulate economic growth through sustainable 
energy solutions.

"Mission 300" represents a pioneering initiative 
that unites African governments, major develop-
ment banks, and international organizations in a 
shared pursuit of improved energy access and 
clean, efficient energy solutions. The summit 
aims to create collaborative platforms, strength-
en cooperation among diverse stakeholders, and 
develop innovative financing frameworks to 
support energy projects throughout Africa. 

While Tanzania advances its national energy 
objectives, including increasing household 
electricity access to 100% by 2030, "Mission 300" 
embodies a significant step toward realizing 
Africa's energy independence, thereby driving 
sustainable economic and social development. 
Through this transformative vision, the summit 
aims to enhance environmental sustainability, 
bolster African economies, and achieve compre-
hensive development that elevates the quality of 
life for citizens across the continent. 

1   Mission 300 Africa Energy Summit secures historic country 

commitments and over $50 Billion in Partner Pledges to 

Accelerate Action on Affordable, Sustainable Energy Growth, 

https://2u.pw/vVhUdQmU

2   Africa Energy Summit 2025: Driving collective action for 

continent’s sustainable future,

https://2u.pw/KgGFhw3v



The summit, operating under the banner of 
"Mission 300," serves as a critical platform to 
strengthen commitments and deepen coopera-
tion among participating countries and organiza-
tions. Its primary objective is to forge new 
partnerships that contribute to the overarching 
goal of providing electricity across Africa by 
2030, a central tenet of sustainable development 
on the continent.

Tanzania's hosting of the summit occurs as its 
energy sector demonstrates significant progress 
in extending electricity access to various regions. 
Driven by government initiatives to bolster 
energy infrastructure and expand the electricity 
grid, the percentage of Tanzanian households 
with electricity access rose to approximately 
46% by 2022, up from 32.8% in 2015-2016. These 
advancements underscore the Tanzanian govern-
ment's commitment to sustainable and inclusive 
development by enhancing energy access, recog-
nized as a cornerstone of economic and social 
progress.
Tanzania is on a positive trajectory toward achiev-
ing its national and international energy goals, 
marked by substantial progress in this vital 
sector. A notable project is the soon-to-be-inau-
gurated "Julius Nyerere Hydropower Station and 

Dam," poised to generate 2,115 megawatts of 
electricity. This venture, one of Tanzania's largest 
hydropower initiatives, represents a crucial step 
toward achieving energy self-sufficiency and 
improving electricity access in remote areas.
This significant project, coupled with other initia-
tives to enhance Tanzania's electricity networks, 
will significantly improve the country's ability to 
meet its energy demands. These efforts position 
Tanzania favorably to achieve its national and 
international objectives related to electricity 
access and sustainable development in the energy 
sector, aligning with global goals such as the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The role of international partners is also essential 
in advancing the continental energy agenda. 
These partners have pledged over $6 billion in 
funding to support energy projects across Africa, 
with the ultimate aim of providing electricity to 
the entire continent by 2030. The summit includ-
ed participation from prominent officials, includ-
ing the World Bank President, the African Devel-
opment Bank President, the International Finance 
Corporation, the Asian Development Bank, the 
Islamic Development Bank, and the OPEC Fund, 
who have committed to providing financial and 
technical support to accelerate energy projects 
throughout Africa .

African Energy Summit in Dar es Salaam: African Leaders
Gather to Discuss the Continent's Energy Future

3   Shakhboot bin Nahyan heads UAE delegation at African 

Energy Summit in Tanzania, https://2u.pw/8JENNrwJ



The African Energy Summit, organized by the 
Tanzanian government and "Mission 300," stands 
as a significant milestone in international coopera-
tion aimed at addressing energy challenges in 
Africa. The summit seeks to address the substan-
tial electricity access gap impacting millions of 
Africans, with approximately 600 million individu-
als on the continent facing severe shortages of 
this essential service.

In this context, the African Development Bank, 
the World Bank Group, and other global 
partners are driving unprecedented efforts to 
enhance electricity connectivity across Africa. 
Their goal is to leverage modern energy technolo-
gies and innovative financing mechanisms to 
bridge the gap, stimulate economic development, 
and create job opportunities across the conti-
nent.

During the summit's opening day, Dr. Akinwumi 
Adesina, President of the African Development 
Bank, emphasized the importance of implement-
ing practical solutions to achieve the summit's 
ambitious goal of expanding electricity access in 
Africa. He emphasized that successful implemen-
tation requires regulatory reforms and effective 
private sector engagement.

Dr. Adesina further stressed that the summit's 
success hinges on broad participation from all 
relevant stakeholders, including bilateral and 

multilateral institutions, private sector entities, 
civil society organizations, and other key bodies. 
He cautioned against limiting the summit to theo-
retical discussions and underscored the need for 
tangible actions. Furthermore, he emphasized 
that this issue transcends economic considera-
tions, representing a matter of life and death for 
Africans lacking electricity access. He urged that 
the summit serve as a true catalyst for meaningful 
and productive efforts, avoiding any obstacles 
that could impede the provision of sufficient 
electricity to the continent.

African Energy Summit: Global Cooperation to Address
the Electricity Gap in the Continent Using  Technology
and Innovative Financing



"Mission 300" will incorporate robust accountabil-
ity measures, including monitoring and evaluation 
systems tailored to individual countries and an 
energy regulation index for Africa to track 
progress. This effort will primarily rely on trans-
parency and accountability, enabling Africa to 
advance with honor and integrity.

Traditional cooking methods, such as the use of 
firewood and charcoal, cause devastating harm, 
resulting in the deaths of 600,000 women and 
children annually due to smoke poisoning. The 
crisis extends beyond electricity access to encom-
pass environmental sustainability issues, such as 
deforestation and biodiversity loss. Addressing 
this issue necessitates not only an energy transi-
tion but also a focus on dignity, where access to 
clean cooking solutions is paramount. 
Widespread optimism surrounds "Mission 300," 
as its ambitious objectives can be achieved 
through dedicated effort, particularly by fostering 
an enabling environment for private sector partic-
ipation. Stability in financial and regulatory 
policies, along with access to land, are essential 

to encourage the investments needed to support 
the mission.
Access to energy is not solely about providing 
power to regions but also about leveraging 
energy to connect and empower communities. 
Prioritizing food systems and integrating energy 
into these systems can stimulate economic 
growth. Providing energy will improve conditions 
in rural communities, particularly for women and 
youth, by facilitating digital financial services, 
online education, and e-commerce opportuni-
ties.

Achieving these ambitions requires substantial 
financial commitments and significant coopera-
tion from the private sector. Private sector 
engagement hinges on a conducive financing 
environment. Reforms in credit rating systems 
and financial infrastructure are necessary, as 
securing financing for this project is complex and 
requires collaboration from various stakehold-
ers, including policymakers, regulators, and finan-
ciers to design appropriate financing systems.

Mission 300: Enhancing Accountability and Transparency
in the African Energy Sector

4  Mission 300 Energy Summit: A watershed moment for 

Africa's energy future,

https://2u.pw/av3xrSGf



The African Energy Summit in Tanzania conclud-
ed under the banner of "Mission 300," with finan-
cial commitments exceeding $50 billion.

• The "Dar es Salaam Energy Declaration" was 
announced, marking a significant stride toward 
meeting the electricity needs of 300 million 
people in Africa by 2030. This declaration, a 
component of the "Mission 300" initiative, aims 
to bridge the significant energy gap on the conti-
nent, where over 600 million people lack electrici-
ty. The initiative fosters a partnership among 
governments, development banks, and the 
private sector, with summit partners pledging the 
necessary funds to improve energy access in 
Africa. The "Dar es Salaam Declaration" also 
aims to implement effective strategies to reduce 
electricity costs, decrease reliance on firewood, 
and increase clean energy production. African 
leaders pledged to collaborate over the next five 
years to provide affordable electricity across the 
continent, unlocking new prospects for energy 
sustainability and development in various coun-
tries .

• Twelve African countries presented national 
energy plans designed to improve electricity 
access, increase renewable energy use, and 

attract private sector investments. The countries 
submitting these plans included Chad, Ivory 
Coast, Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Tanzania, and Zambia.

• Significant financial commitments were 
announced to support the initiative, most notably 
from the African Development Bank and the 
World Bank, which pledged $48 billion to 
support "Mission 300" until 2030. The French 
Development Agency contributed one billion 
euros, while the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank announced funding ranging from $1 billion 
to $1.5 billion. Additionally, the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank Group provided $2.65 billion in financ-
ing, and the OPEC Fund pledged $1 billion in 
support.

• The World Bank Group and the African Devel-
opment Bank launched "Zaverri," a new invest-
ment company aimed at supporting private 
sector-led solutions such as small solar energy 
grids. These initiatives aim to fund and enhance 
sustainable energy projects across Africa, contrib-
uting to the summit's goal of providing electricity 
to millions by 2030.

Closing of the African Energy Summit: Securing Over
$50 Billion in Financing



In conclusion

T he African Energy Summit 2025 in Tanzania represents a significant mile-
stone in the continent's journey toward sustainable development. 
Through the "Mission 300" initiative, a new vision for Africa's energy 
future is taking shape, emphasizing the need for regional and internation-
al cooperation to address the challenges facing the energy sector. This 
summit serves as a vital platform for building strategic partnerships that 
contribute to innovative and sustainable solutions for improving energy 

access and achieving economic and social development. The commitment to deliv-
ering electricity to 300 million Africans by 2030 is not only an ambitious goal but 
also a call to enhance collective action among governments, financial institutions, 
and the private sector to create a sustainable and prosperous future for the 
entire continent.


