Version 2.1 — June 2025

“Sword of the Spirit: Seven Keys for Unlocking Scripture’ s Truth.

The Seven Keys to Sound Bible Study

According to Scripture, there are principles which should guide and protect everyone in
their study of Scripture. Many are the warnings in Scripture about “false teachers” and
“deceivers”;

NA28 &yepOnocovtat yap yeudoypiotot Kol Yeudompopitat Kol ddGovsty
onueio peydia kai tépata, dote TAaviicat, €1 SLVATOV, Kol TOVG EKAEKTOVG

“...that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect,” Matthew 24:24.

1. All “Scripture” is inspired by God as had been committed to writing up to that point,
and later all books of the completed canon.

Not only in Christ’s day, but in the first thirty years of the Christian Church, “the
Scriptures” only referred to the writings of the FIRST Testament called the Torah or Tanach!.
The New Testament Scriptures did not exist until many decades after? the New Testament
Church had been established. As late as A.D. 67, Paul would instruct Timothy regarding “holy
Scriptures™:

2 Timothy 3:14-17

NA2814 ov 8¢ péve v oig Euadeg xoi motmdng, eidmg mapd tiveov
gnodec, 15 kol 811 4md Bpépovg Td ispd Ypappato 0id0g, To Suvauevd

oe copicat €ig copiayv 010 mictewg Thg &v Xp1ot®d Incod.16 ndoca
P 0edTVEVLSTOC Kol MPEAMUOG TTPOG d1daoKOAMY, TPOG EAEYLOV, TPOC
gnavopdmotv, mpdg mandeiov TV &v Stkaroovvn,17 tva &ptiog ) 6 Tod Ocod
avBpwmoc, Tpog Tav Epyov dyadov EEnpTicuévog.

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them,

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures

[the original Hebrew Scriptures], which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

1 Tanach (7"10) is a Hebrew acronym formed from the initial letters of the three divisions of the Hebrew Bible:
11in — n (Torah) — the Law (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)

o°®"2] — 1 (Nevi’im) — the Prophets

22303 — 3 (Ketuvim) — the Writings

2 Paul was speaking of the OT canon as Timothy knew it, but by the time of 2 Peter, Paul’s own writings were
being classed with “the other Scriptures.” in 2 Peter 3:16.
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correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 2Ti 3:14-17

NA28 &pn avtoig 6 Tnoodc: 00 dia Todto TAavache pn e106Teg TOC YPOPAG
UNoE v dvvauy Tod Oeod;

And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err,
because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?  Mar 12:24

NA28 kai dp&apevoc and Mowicémg Kol Amd TavTIov TdV TpoeNnTdV
JEPUNVELGEV ATOIC £V TAGULE TG YPOPOIC T TEPL EAVTOD

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. Luk 24:27

NA28 6ca yop Tpoeypdon, &ig TNV HUeTéEPaY ddacKoriay Eypaen, tva d1d
TG VTopOVIG Kol S0 THC TAPOKANGEMG TOV YPAP®dY TNV EATION EY®UEV.

For whatsoever things were written aforetime [in First Testament times]
were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope. Rom 15:4

NA28 pavepwbevtog de vV O1a. T YpapadV TPOPHTIKADV KOT ETITAYNV
700 aiwviov Geod €ig vroxony wotews €ig mavTa T £8vy yvwplodévrog.

But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets
[in Old Testament times], according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: Rom 16:26

NA28 kai antog eimev Tpdg odTovs: M dvomot kol Ppadsic tfj kapdig Tod
moTevEY &Ml TAGLY 01¢ SAGANGAY Ol TPOPHTOL.

Then he [Christ] said unto them [his disciples after his resurrection],
O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets [in First Testament |
have spoken: Luk 24:25

NA28 cinev 8¢ mpdg ohTovg: ovToL 01 Adyor pov odg EAANGa TPOG VUAC
&1L OV oLV VUTV, OTL ST TANP®OTVoL TévTa TO YEYPOUUEVA &V TAD VOL®

Moioémg Kai TolC TPoeNToLG Kol WOALOIG TEPL EUOD

And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you,
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were
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written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me. Luk 24:44

Christ warned:

NA28 aunv yap A&ym OUiv: Emg av mapEAO 0 ovpavog Kai 1 yi, idTa &v 1
uio kepaio 0O P TopéAON amo Tod VOHoL, EOG AV TAVTL YEVI|TOL.

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one

tittle shall in no wise pass from the law [entire corpus of the Old Testament]
till all be fulfilled. Mat 5:18

NAZ28 cbxonwtepov 6¢ éotiv 10V 0Bpavov kal v yiv wapeAbelv 1] 100 vouov uiav
KEPOLOY TECELV.

And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of
the law to fail. Luke 16:17

While many prophecies were fulfilled in the disciples’ time, many major prophecies in
“the law” writings of Moses and First Testament have not yet been “fulfilled.” Christ and Paul
taught: “All Scripture” is still just as valid today as it has always been “profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,” and, just as Christ warned, the
First [Old] Testament is still the true foundation for the Completed Testament, for all credible
Bible Study, and not vice versa. This is why approximately forty percent of the New Testament
quotes the First [Old] Testament as its authority.

A very zealous church organization with millions of members, daringly call themselves
‘the only true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.' One of Mormon’s major doctrines is
‘Baptism for the dead,” which is based on both their false translation and resulting false
interpretation of 1Peter 3:19-20:

NA28 19 év @ xoi 10ig &V PUAAK] TVEDUAGLY TOPEVOELC EKTPLEEY,

20 ameOnoociv mote Ote aneledéyeto 1 10D 00D pakpobupio Ev nuépaic Nde
kataokevalopévng KiPwtod gig fiv OAlyor, TodT’ EoTv OKTA Youyadi, diecmbnoay o’
voaToG.

By which [Christ] also he went and proclaimed ["preached"] unto the spirits in
prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when once the long suffering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water. KIV 1 Pe 3:19-20

Mormons claim while Christ was in the tomb, he went and preached to the living “spirits” of lost
souls destroyed by the flood so they could be saved. First of all, according to Jude 1:6;
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NA28 dyyéAovg 1€ TOLG U TNPNCAVTAG TV EAVTAV APV QALY
amoMmdvtag 10 1010V 0IKNTAPLOV €IC KPIGY HEYAANG MUEPOS OEGLOTC
a1diotg Vo LOPOV TETNPNKEV.

KJV And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their
own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto
the judgment of the great day. Jude 1:6;

these “spirits in prison” or [fallen] angels were not human beings for whom Christ died, but
especially wicked angels [1 Enoch] “who cohabited with” o7 ni12-o% “the daughters of men,”
1. Genesis 6:1-4

BHS (1) :0717 1772 D32y 7780 1977y 277 D187 2072 "W).

(2) 772 W P20 D3 B2 MM M1 NI "R DN NN BINTTR W)

(3) MW oy AN R ) A KT DAY 077 DIRA I 1T Al e

(4).  niaR=o% DRI 232 WD) W 1270R o1 837 22 YIRI 17 2°%537
DT OWIR 0219) WK 29257 77 7 077 OIR

KIV(1) And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face

of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,(2) That the sons of God

saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all
which they chose. (3) And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always [strive3]
with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty
vears.(4) There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that,
when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare
children unto them, the same became mighty men which were of old,

men of renown.

Genesis 6:1-4, to mix Satan’s cherubim seed line and corrupt Jehovah’s ‘elohiym seed line,
Psalm 82:6; (BHS)

12392 1179¥ 127 BAK 22708 IRNTIR
KJV: I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. Psalm 82:6

3 The Hebrew verb 77 (yadhon) from 17 (din) means ‘to judge, contend, or rule’- to strive is semi-legitimate
eisegesis.
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Except for Noah’s own “perfect” or uncontaminated seed line, Genesis 6:9, much of the
remaining world had Satan’s genes or was conceived as the “giants” or “nephilim” seed of
Satan4.

Jud 1:6

NA28 dyyéAovg T€ TOLG U TNPHOAVTOG TNV EAVTAV APV QALY

amolmdvtag 10 1010V olkNTAPLOV €iC KPIGV PEYAANG NUEPOS OEGLOTG

a1dio1g Vo LOPOV TETNPNKEV.

KJIVAnd the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation,
he [Jehovah] hath reserved in everlasting chains [ “prison”’] under darkness
[the nether world that is in the water under the earth as this “prison” is
described in Exodus 20:4] unto the judgment of the great day. Jud 1:6

In mercy to the human race, Jehovah has these especially wicked angels or evil ‘spirits’
imprisoned in the netherworld at the center of this earth until, according to Revelation 16:13-14,
they will again be released during tribulation, to do their final work of deception. It was
absolutely not to these “spirits in prison,” Christ went to preach the gospel at all. Instead, His
body lay in the tomb while His spirit went to proclaim His victory to the imprisoned spirits.

Since these fierce demons were not present to witness the death or resurrection of Christ, the
moment he was resurrected, “when it was yet dark,” John 20:1, the very first thing Christ
personally did was a quick visit to his fiercest enemies in the netherworld. Why? To totally
demoralize his worst enemies and proclaim and announce his complete triumph and irreversible
victory over them.

How do we know this is true? The Greek word translated ‘preached’ may be misleading in this
context and is better understood as ‘proclaimed’ or ‘heralded. This Greek word has not one but
at least two very different meanings. Whilst it can be translated as “preached” as in to “preach”
the “divine truth” of the gospel it can equally and just as correctly be translated “herald (as a
public crier),” or to announce or “proclaim” a certain important event has taken place. The very
first Greek definition of this word is “¢o herald (as a public crier).”

G2784 kypveow kerussd kay-roos’-so Of uncertain affinity; to herald
(as a public crier), especially divine truth (the gospel): preach (-er),
proclaim, publish.

The authoritative lexicon BDAG entry for xnpbcow states:
Kknppioow kppvoow (s. kijpvs; Hom.+; ins, pap, LXX, Philo, Joseph.,
Test12Patr)1. to make an official announcement, proclaim, announce (in the manner of

4 We acknowledge the claim of a demonic seed line - the Serpent Seed doctrine - is a minority interpretation not
accepted by most mainstream scholarship. However, some conservative interpreters and our own research support
this thesis based on Genesis 3:15 and 6:1-4 and more texts and Apocrypha, including 1 Enoch.
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a herald, kfipv)a. of an official announcement, e.g., of a victor in the games (Herodas 2,
90; 1 Macc 14:8, 10) ...b. gener. of making a matter known: proclaim, make known,
report (Plut., Mor. 166b; Ps.-Lucian., Deor. Conc. 12; Da 5:29 Theod.)

The King James translation is likely in error here as it directly contradicts Jude 1:6, and many
passages regarding death in the First Testament such as Ecclesiastes 9:5, Ecclesiastes 12:7,
Psalm 146:4 and even Acts 2:295.

Mormons claim to be God’s only true church on earth. Yet error must first be mixed with truth to
make it credible to those who are not the most diligent Bible students — which is precisely why
the Bereans searched the Scriptures daily.

Mormons are not alone in this form of deception. The above vital Scriptural exposure, of
the Mormon religion, is simply a typical example of what it means to “study” the Scriptures so
one will not be deceived by very dedicated, earnest, yet thoroughly deceived false prophets, and
teachers. We need to look up the original meaning in the original Biblical languages ‘“Hebrew
and Greek” or “the original languages”and “compare” “Scripture with Scripture,” and “precept
with precept,” “here a little and there a little,” Isaiah 28:10, as “the spirit” “will guide you into
all truth,” John 16:13. By using this simple method of study, it is easy to demonstrate that
there are many falsely translated and interpreted texts upon which false teachings and
denominations are founded®.

2. True believers must search and study all the Scriptures, both the First and Completed
Testaments for themselves, so they will not be deceived.
NA28 orodoacov oeovtov dokiuov mopaotijoal T Oe®, EpydTnv

dveraioyvviov, dplotouoidvra tov Aoyov tijc dinbeiog.

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. 2Ti 2:15

NA28 épovvarte Tag Ypoeas, 0Tt VUEIC dokeite £v avtaig (onv aidviov ey, Kol
gkelval giowv ai paptopodoat tepl Epod.

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me. Joh 5:39

5For a detailed treatment of the intermediate state and the unconscious sleep of the soul, see our companion paper
‘Death, Sleep, and the Soul in Torah Scripture.’”

6 See our paper of the many, actually one hundred falsely translated and misinterpreted verses in Torah.
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NA28 o010t 8¢ fioav eVyevESTEPOL TRV &v Occcalovik, oitivec 886EavTto
TOV AOYoV PETO TTAon G Tpobupiag, TO kab’ NuEpav Avakpivovteg TS Ypapag 1 £xot
TodTo oVTMG.

These [in Berea] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so. Act 17:11

NA 28 21 00 yop Ocinuatt avOpamov nvéytn mpopnteio mote, A0 DTO TVEDUATOS
ayiov pepouevol élalnooy amo Ocod dvlpwror.

For the prophecy came not in old time [Old Testament times] by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  2Pe 1:21

3. True believers must study Scriptures exactly how they’re instructed they should be
studied.

1Thessalonians 5:17 admonishes us to “Pray without ceasing.” Therefore the Scriptures should
never be studied without prayer because “spiritual things” “are spiritually discerned,”

1Corinthians 2:13-14.

In addition to this rule there are seven specific passages which instruct us how to actually study,
interpret, and thus correctly learn the Scriptures so we will not be deceived.

First, the Scriptures are to be continually read to have a thorough knowledge of them:

NA28 Koi ni0ev gic Nalopd, o0 fv tedpappévog, kol eicfiAdey katd O
€l000g AT &v TN NUEPY TOV caPPatv €ig THV cuvay®YNV Kol AvESTH avayvdvaL.

And he [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up:
and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and

stood up for to read. Luk 4:16

Second, Scriptures are to be rightly divided to the correct original meaning and intent of
the original words:

NA28 61003060V GEAVTOV dOKILOV TopacTticat T@ 0ed, Epydtny dvenaicyvvov,
opBotopodvta TOV AdYoV Thg dAnbdeiog.

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividingG3718 the word of truth. 2Ti 2:15
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G3718 6pOotopém orthotomed or-thot-om-eh’-o
From a compound of G3717 and the base of G5114; to make a straight cut, that is,
(figuratively) to dissect (expound) correctly (the divine message): - rightly divide.

Third, “the Scriptures,” especially as defined by Isaiah for the last days, are to be studied
by placing precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, and there a little as the Scriptures of
the entire Bible “Hebrew and Greek” or “the original languages.” are intended to interpret
themselves.

BHS

(9) 107%™ “R°NY 270 V23 T TR RTIRY AT TP RN

(10) :0% 7y O W1 27 2007 2. 187 8187 1% 2

(11) 777 DYT~28 737 NN 1072 719 222 72

(12) it RN X7) 7Pa20 DRD 9592 37 TIT DT 02X K W

(13) M2w2) 7y 12w21 1592 a7 oY W1 oy 1 7 12007 12 87 W 1E7 e AjmmaT ot ol
TN WRIN

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to

understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn

from the breasts.For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: For with
stammering lips [how God “speaks” not “once,” but “twice,”’] and another
tongue [Hebrew and Greek, the Bible code languages]will he speak to this

people. To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary

to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. But the

word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might
go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. Isa 28:9-13

Fourth: spiritual things are to be compared with spiritual things as the Scriptures are to be
permitted to explain and teach themselves.

This is especially true for how the writings of the New Testament are compared to the
writings of the First [old] Testament to be correctly understood for:

BHS 7% 12708 N 757 7272 798> NN 7730 ?) 72007

“...if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. Isaiah 8:20:

NA28
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12 fueig 6& 00 10 Tvedpa ToD KOGHOL EAGPOUEY AALG TO TVEDULO TO €K TOD
BeoD, tva elddpev T0 VO TOD Be0d YaproBévta Uiv- 13. & kol AadoDuev ovk
&v 0180aKTOiC AvOpmmivig copiag Adyolg GAL’ &v d1daKTOIC TVEDUATOG,
TVEVUATIKOIG TVEVUATIKA GUYKPIVOVTEG. 14 yuykdg 68 GvOpwmog ov déyeTan
T0 TOD TVELLTOG TOD BE0D pmpia Yop adTd €6TLY, Kol 0O dvvatol yvdval, Tt
TVELUATIKDG AVOKPIVETOL.

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God;
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things
also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Spirit teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the

natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they

are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned. 1Co 2:12-14

Fifth, we are to study the Scriptures in light of the fact “all”’ of the major events of sacred
history recorded in Scripture are to be somehow typologically repeated? in our day:

(BHS) :A7717n% Wpay 227287037 122 Nivg? WK R 1239 Wy

KJV: That which hath been is now, and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth
that which is past. Ecclesiastes 3:15

BHS

(9) [WRY NON WIF03 TR ARYY KT AP TTY X0 Ty

(10) 333977 7 W DAY7 7 129 R W AN MY A7 W

(11) :m300R7 2y oy 11991 D Xy ¥y 00Ky 03 DIwR? 1791 TR

KIJV: (9) The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which
shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. (10) Is there any thing whereof it may be
said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us. (11) There is no
remembrance of former things, neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to
come with those that shall come after. Ecclesiastes 1:9-11

NA28

7 The Greek adverb Tomkdg (typikos) means ‘as types’ or ‘typologically.’ The paper says “all meaning 100%.” This
is accurate for the Greek word mévta (panta) — Paul does say “all these things.” Many historical events in Israel’s
history serve as typological patterns.

8 The BHS text has wWp2? (piel, imperfect). The verb wp2> (yabaqqes) from the root w2 (baqas), which means “to

seek, require.” The standard reading is that God calls back or requires an account of the past - the idea being that
everything returns in cycles.
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(11) Tadta 8¢ TVTIK®DG cLVEPaLVEY EKEIVOLS, EYpAen 08 TPOC vovbesiov NUdV, gic 0O T0 TEAN TV
aldvov katnvinkeyv. (12) dote 0 dok®dV £otdvol PAETET® N TEOT).

KIJV: 11) Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. (12) Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall. 1 Corinthians 10:11-12

Sixth; we are to personally prove or disprove everything we hear about the Scriptures and
only “hold fast” to that which agrees with all other Scripture:

NA28 mavta 0 0oKIUALETE, TO KAAOV KATEYETE.
KIJV: Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 1 Thessalonians 5:21

The Greek verb doxipalete (dokimazete) means ‘test, examine, approve after testing.” This
applies to every translation and interpretation of every word in Scripture. The principle is best
stated: Test every teaching against the whole counsel of Scripture.

(NA28) ovto1 82 fiooy eVyevEGTEPOL TAV &v Beccalovikn, oftiveg £64EavTo TOV AOYOV HET
nhong mpobupiog, TO Kob’ NUEPAV AVOKPIVOVTEC TAG YPAPUS €l ot TadTA OVTMOC.

KIJV: These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Acts 17:11

Seventh: And how are we to prove all things, or all teaching? It is by the foundational
truths of the Scriptures, especially in the First Testament.

BHS g 271X WK 7{7 1372 77K Ko7Dx mpwn’y) mink

KIV: To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them. Isaiah 8:20

NOTE on Isaiah 8:20: This is a crucial hermeneutical principle: the Torah and the prophetic
testimony -the First Testament are the standard by which all teaching is measured. The use of this
verse is consistent with the Berean principle in Acts 17:11.

Concluding Verses;

NA28

(17) tva &ptiog f 6 10D Be0d GvOpmmoc, Tpdg Ty Epyov ayadov dEnpTicuévoc,.
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KJV: (17) That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
2 Timothy 3:14-17

2 Peter 3:15-17 (NA2S8)

(15) kai v Tod KVpiov MUV pakpobupiov cotpiov 1yeiche, Kabng Kol O dyamnTOg MUV
60eA@Oc ITadAog katd TV dobeioay avTd copiov Eypayev VUi, (16) O¢ Kol &v mdoaig
EMoTOAOAS AA®Y &V odTiC meEpi ToVTMV, &V 0ig £6TV duovonTd Tva, & ol dpadsic kol
AoTNPIKTOL OTPERAOVGIY MG KOl TAG AOUTAG YPOPAG TTPOG TV 1diav avT®dV andietov. (17) DUES
0DV, AyomnTol, TPOYIVOCKOVTEC PUAAGGEGDE, Tva uny Tfj TdV d0écpmv mAGvY cuvomaydévieg
gkméonte Tod 1diov otnprypod.

KIV: (15) And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation, even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you, (16) As also in
all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their
own destruction. (17) Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. 2 Peter
3:15-17

Critical Note on 2 Peter 3:16: This verse is critical because Peter explicitly calls Paul’s letters
“Scripture” tag Aowrag ypapas — “the other Scriptures” This demonstrates that the New
Testament writings were recognized as divinely authoritative within the apostolic period itself.

Our paper earlier claimed that “all scripture” in 2 Tim 3:16 referred only to the OT;
while that was true when Paul wrote as the NT canon was incomplete, Peter’s testimony here
shows that the NT books were already being treated as Scripture. Paul was speaking of the OT
canon as Timothy knew it, but by the time of 2 Peter, Paul’s own writings were being classed
with “the other Scriptures.”

(NA28) éyo oida 811 eiceledoovton petd Ty aPiElv pov Avkot Bapeic eic Hudc un eedopevor
0D Toviov.

KIV: For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Acts 20:29

This points to our need to study to show ourselves approved to God, not to man, human
traditions, or church institutions alone.

Revelation 22:18-19 - NA28

(18) poptopd €yd TovTi T AKOHOVTL TOVG AOYOVG TS Tpoenteiag Tod PiAiov TovTOL: &GV TIg
EMON €’ av1d, EmONoel 6 0g0¢ En° aDTOV TOC TANYAG TOC YEYPaUUEVAS &V T@ PiPAim tovTtm, (19)
Kol €4V TIC AQEAT Ao T®V Ady®V oD BiAiov g Tpoenteiag TaTng, dperel 0 Bedg TO HEPOC
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avTod Ao Tod VAL TG (WTic Kal €K TG TOAE®G TG aylag, TAV Yeypaupévey &v Td PiPpiio
TOVTQ.

KIV: (18) For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book: (19) And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book. Revelation 22:18-19

We acknowledge that the immediate context is the book of Revelation itself. However, the
principle of not adding to or taking away from God’s word can be extended broadly to the whole
canon, and this application is eternally sound

Summary of The Seven Keys to Sound Bible Study

1. All Scripture is inspired by God in the original languages.

2. Search and study all the Scriptures for yourself.

3. Scripture is of no private interpretation.

4. Study as instructed: read, rightly divide, compare precept with precept, compare spiritual
with spiritual, recognize typological patterns, prove all things, and test by the First Testament.
5. Recognize that major events of sacred history serve as typological patterns for our day.
6. Prove all things and hold fast to what is good.

7. Test all teaching by the Torah and the testimony - the First Testament.

Conclusion: it is these principles which should guide and can protect everyone in their
study of the Scriptures.
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