
We will likely see some weather delays tonight or at other points of the season. A few
reminders: Rule 3-1-2 indicates that we will use the “Running Time” Rule when the 35 point
differential has been reached in the fourth quarter.

https://www.mshsl.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/football-2021-22-mercy-rule-case-plays-table.pdf

This Rule cannot be implemented in other quarters. Rule 3-1-3 states that any quarter may be
shortened if the opposing coaches and the referee agree. The coaches and the referee may
agree to terminate a contest at any point. However, timing rules may not be adjusted or
changed. For example, if the third quarter is shortened to 8:00, all regular time rules must be
followed. If we have a delay and coaches cannot agree to shorten or terminate, the game is in
suspended status and must be picked up at the point of interruption and completed to be
considered a “regulation” game (Rule 3-1-4). Finally, if lightning is observed, an automatic
30-minute delay is in place. This cannot be shortened. If, at any point, lightning is observed
again, the 30-minute clock starts over. Officials, coaches, and administrators should work
together to decide if play will resume and under what conditions. Please note Rule 3-1-6
Exception regarding halftime of an interrupted contest.

https://click.pstmrk.it/3s/www.mshsl.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2021-08%2Ffootball-2021-22-mercy-rule-case-plays-table.pdf/5f_U/EKq3AQ/AQ/f779557d-d6a7-48f6-8600-a1614b49a5ae/2/W_WSX9IUD2

