
St. Cloud Officials Association  
Softball Communication 2024 -2025 

Tom Keller -  SCOA Softball Assigner, MSHSL Softball Regional Coordinator   

                                                              
 

Greetings ADs, school staff, and section softball coordinators.  

 

Here is a recap of the 2024 softball season:  

● We  a s s ig n e d  706 u m p ir e s  t o  308 r e gu la r  s e a so n  g a m e s .  
● We  a s s ig n e d  95 u m p ire s  t o  42 se c t io n  ga m es . 
● We  v is it e d  7 s ch o o ls  t o  d is c u s s  n e w  ru le s , a n d  a p p ro p r ia t e  in t e r a c t io n s  

b e t w ee n  p la y e r s , c oa c h e s , a n d  u m p ire s  a n d  p re se n t e d  m a t e r ia l t o  
a t t e m p t  t o  r e c ru it  n ew  u m p ir e s . 

● Wo rk in g  t o g e t h e r  t o  re sc h e d u le  ga m e s  t o  a lt e rn a t e  d a y s  o f t h e  w e e k , 
w e  c ou ld  a s s ig n  u m p ir e s  t o  a ll b u t  a  fe w  J V c o n t e s t s  a n d  o n e  va rs it y  
c o n t e s t . Th a n k  y o u  fo r  u s in g  a lt e rn a t e  d a y s  t o  g e t  y ou r  g a m e s  p la y e d . 

● We  c o n d u c t e d  a n  u m p ir e  m e c h a n ic s  c lin ic  in  e a r ly  s ea so n  d o m e  g a m e s  
t o  im p ro ve  o u r  u m p ire 's  m e c h a n ic s  a n d  fie ld  m o ve m e n t s  t o  b e  in  t h e  
p ro p e r  p o s it io n  t o  m a k e  q u a lit y  c a lls . 

● We  a re  p ro u d  t o  r e p or t  t h a t  w e  h a d  se v en  SCOA u m p ire s  s e le c t e d  fo r  
t h e  MSH SL St a t e  So ft b a ll To u rn a m e n t .  

Please offer any suggestions to improve our softball assigning process.   

It e m s  I s t r e s s  t o  ou r  u m p ir e s  a r e : 

1. Ch e ck - in  w it h  t h e  AD o r  d e s ig n a t ed  re p re se n t a t iv e  2 s c h o o l d a y s  b e fo re  t h e  
c o n t e s t , c o n firm in g  t h e  c o n t e s t  d a t e  a n d  ga m e  t im e . 

2. Ask  fo r  a  s it e  r e p re sen t a t ive 's  c e ll n u m b e r  in  c a se  o f t ra ve l p ro b le m s . 
3. Be  p ro fe s s io n a l b o t h  w it h  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  a p p e a ra n c e . 
4. Kn o w  so ft b a ll ru le s  a n d  a p p ly  t h e m  a s  w r it t e n . I c a n  d e fe n d  ju d g m e n t , b u t  n o t  

a  m isa p p lie d  ru le . 
5. Allow  t h e  c oa c h  t o  a sk  q u e s t io n s  a n d  a n sw e r  t h e  q u e s t io n  w it h  a p p ro p r ia t e  

ru le  r e fe r e n ce s . 

Please offer any compliments, or items you feel we are doing well that I may be 
able to forward to our umpires.  

Mo v in g  fo rw a rd  t o  t h e  2025 so ft b a ll s ea so n  w e  w ill a ga in  o ffe r  t o  v is it  y o u r  s c h o o ls  
t o  d is c u s s  ru le  c h a n ge s , in t e ra c t io n s  b e t w e e n  c o a ch e s , p la y e r s , a n d  u m p ir e s , a n d  
a t t e m p t  t o  r e c ru it  n ew  u m p ir e s  fo r  t h e  fu t u re . Th is  y ea r  I’d  lik e  t o  a sk  y o u  t o  in v it e  
y o u r  p la y e r 's  p a re n t s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  r ec ru it m e n t  m e e t in g  a s  w e  a r e  fin d in g  m a n y  
p a ren t s  t ry  u m p ir in g  a ft e r  t h e ir  s t u d e n t - a t h le t e  h a s  c o m p le t e d  t h e ir  p la y in g  c a r e e r .



 


