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This guide is dedicated to those who grew up with narcissistic and alcoholic
parents, particularly addressing the challenges faced by adult daughters. It aims to
provide understanding, healing strategies, and empowerment for those on the
journey to recovery from childhood trauma. 
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Understanding the Root of the Problem

 Many adult daughters grew up in homes where they faced multiple forms of
dysfunction—a parent who was both narcissistic and an alcoholic, or one with
narcissistic tendencies while the other struggled with addiction. The result is a
deeply complex emotional landscape filled with confusion, inadequacy, guilt, and
trauma. Understanding how these dynamics intersect is key to starting the journey
of healing and reclaiming your sense of self. 

 Emotional Manipulation 

Both narcissistic and alcoholic parents employ tactics of control, often using guilt,
shame, and unpredictability to keep their children emotionally dependent. 

 Identity Crisis 

These daughters often grow up unsure of who they are, having been shaped by
constant demands to fit into predefined roles either as a caretaker, scapegoat, or
peacekeeper.

CPTSD 

Both narcissistic and alcoholic parenting styles can result in Complex Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder, marked by emotional flashbacks, toxic shame, and
difficulty forming healthy relationships. 
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Characteristics of Narcissistic Mothers

 Caroline Foster explains that narcissistic mothers often: 

Seek control through manipulation, using tactics like gaslighting or guilt-tripping. 

Lack empathy, dismissing their child's emotions while demanding constant
admiration. 

Assign roles: The daughter may become the "golden child" who must live up to
impossible standards or the "scapegoat" blamed for all family problems

Signs You're Dealing with a Narcissistic Parent:

Feeling like you're always walking on eggshells. 

Being praised one moment, only to be torn down the next. 

Having your achievements co-opted by your mother, as though they exist solely
to reflect on her. 
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Understanding Alcoholic Parents

 Robert Ackerman's work highlights the unpredictable world of children raised by
alcoholic parents: 

Inconsistency in parenting 
One day, the parent is affectionate and apologetic; the next, they are emotionally or
physically absent due to substance use. 

Codependency 
Children often take on caretaker roles, constantly trying to "fix" the situation or gain
their parent's approval through perfect behavior. 

Mixed Messages 
Alcoholic parents may love their children deeply, but their addiction causes them to
send confusing signals about love, safety, and worth.

 Signs You Grew Up with an Alcoholic Parent: 

 Struggling with perfectionism as a way to gain validation. 

Feeling like you must manage or rescue others, even in adulthood. 

Experiencing conflicting emotions, including anger, guilt, and deep love for your

parent. 
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The Roles You Were Forced to Play

 In both narcissistic and alcoholic families, children are often assigned specific roles
to maintain family dynamics: 

Golden Child 
Idolized but only as long as they reflect well on the parent. These children often
develop an overwhelming pressure to be perfect and feel extreme guilt when they
fall short. 

Scapegoat
 Blamed for all the family's issues. They are often emotionally abused, and may
internalize feelings of unworthiness, leading to self destructive behavior. 

Lost Child Neglected and ignored. 
This child is often invisible, leading to feelings of deep inadequacy and difficulty
forming close relationships later in life. 

These roles can lead to long-lasting effects in adulthood, including: 

Perfectionism and People-Pleasing: 
As a golden child, you may have an overdeveloped need to excel or make others
happy, even at your own expense. 

Codependency: 
You might enter into relationships where you try to "fix" your partner, mirroring the
dynamics you had with your parent. 

Self-Sabotage: 
As the scapegoat, you might constantly feel like you're failing or not good enough,
leading to destructive patterns. 
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How It Feels, Sounds, and Looks Like in Real Life 

Feelings 

Unworthiness: 
Growing up in a household where your worth was either conditional (narcissistic
parent) or ignored (alcoholic parent) leaves deep scars of inadequacy.

Conflicted Emotions: 
You may love your parent deeply yet feel resentment or anger at their inability to
meet your emotional needs

 Common Phrases

 Narcissistic Parent: 
"You're nothing without me." or "After everything I've done for you, this is how you
repay me?" 

Alcoholic Parent: 
"I love you, but I'm just going through a rough time." or "You're the only thing that
keeps me going.

Emotional Flashbacks: 
Seemingly trivial interactions trigger deep emotional reactions—shame, anger, or
helplessness —because they echo your childhood trauma. 
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Steps Toward Healing and Recovery

 Acknowledging the Past 

Accept the Truth: 
Acknowledge that your parent's narcissism or alcoholism has affected your self
worth, relationships, and mental health. 

Grieve What You Didn't Have: 
Allow yourself to grieve the loss of the ideal parent you deserved but didn't get

Rewriting Your Narrative 

Journal Your Journey: 
Write about how these roles affected you, and how you can now reclaim your
identity. 

Practice Self-Compassion: 
Speak kindly to yourself, recognizing that your parent's behavior is not a reflection
of your value

Setting Boundaries 

Limit Contact: 
This may involve reducing the amount of time you spend with your parent, or in
some cases, going no contact for your emotional safety. 

Emotional Distance: 
Learn to detach emotionally— avoid getting drawn into your parent's manipulative
games or crises.

Rebuilding Trust and Healthy Relationships 

Recognize Healthy Dynamics: 
Surround yourself with people who respect your boundaries and validate your
experiences. 

Take Small Steps: 
Rebuilding trust can be difficult—start with small acts of vulnerability in safe
relationships
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Reclaiming Your Life

Despite the deep wounds left by
narcissistic or alcoholic parents,
healing is possible. By acknowledging
your past, reclaiming your identity, and
setting boundaries, you can break free
from the cycle of trauma. Your journey
is unique, but with self-compassion
and support, you can rebuild a life
filled with love, trust, and emotional
freedom. 
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What are the common types of difficult mothers?

FAQ: Difficult Mothers and Adult Daughters

Controlling Mothers 
These mothers try to dictate their daughters' lives, often breaking their will and
damaging their sense of self. They use tactics like guilt, threats, and enmeshment to
maintain control.

Emotionally Unavailable Mothers 
These mothers are detached and unresponsive to their daughters' emotional needs,
leading to feelings of neglect and abandonment. They may suffer from depression,
substance abuse, or be emotionally distant

 Envious Mothers 
These mothers feel threatened by their daughters' successes and drain their joy,
leading to feelings of inadequacy and self-sabotage in their daughters.

Narcissistic Mothers 
These mothers are self-absorbed and use their daughters as proxies to fulfill their own
needs. They often offer conditional love, leading to a fragile relationship and damaged
self-esteem in their daughters. 
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Long-term Effects of Having a Difficult Mother

Damaged Sense of Self 

Difficulty trusting their own judgment, low
self-esteem, and feeling inadequate or
unworthy.

 Relationship Issues 

Difficulty forming healthy relationships,
replicating unhealthy patterns from their
childhood, and struggling with
boundaries.

 Emotional Regulation 

Difficulty managing their emotions,
experiencing heightened anxiety, fear, and
anger, and being prone to self sabotage.

 Mental Health Issues 

Increased risk of depression, anxiety
disorders, and other mental health
challenges. 
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Overcoming the Effects of a Difficult Mother

 Awareness 

Recognize and acknowledge the patterns of your mother's behavior and its impact
on you.

Emotional Regulation 

Learn healthy coping mechanisms to manage your emotions and break the cycle of
negativity.

 Setting Boundaries 

Establish clear boundaries with your mother to protect yourself emotionally and
mentally.

Re-Mothering 

Learn to nurture and care for yourself in ways you may have been deprived of during
childhood.

Therapy 

Seek professional help to process your experiences, develop coping skills, and build
healthy relationship patterns
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Final Thoughts on Healing and Growth

Remember that healing is a journey, not a destination. Be patient with yourself as
you work through the effects of growing up with a difficult mother. It's okay to feel
angry, to set boundaries, and to prioritize your own well-being. While you can't
change your past or your mother's behavior, you have the power to shape your
future and break the cycle of negativity. 

Focus on building a supportive network, practicing self-compassion, and celebrating
your progress, no matter how small. With time, effort, and support, you can
overcome the challenges of your past and create a life filled with healthy
relationships, self-love, and personal fulfillment
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Reflect on a specific memory of your childhood and write about how it made you
feel then and now.
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Describe a time when you felt manipulated or controlled by your parent. How did
you respond?
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Write about the roles you were forced to play in your family (e.g., caretaker,
scapegoat) and how they affected your self-identity.
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How has growing up with a narcissistic or alcoholic parent influenced your sense of
self-worth?
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List the characteristics of your parent's behavior that were most challenging for
you to cope with.
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Write about a time you felt deeply ashamed or guilty. What triggered these
feelings?
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Describe your emotional flashbacks and how they impact your daily life.
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Reflect on the conflicting emotions you have towards your parent. How do you
balance love and resentment?

21



Write a letter to your younger self, offering compassion and understanding.
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How do you cope with feelings of unworthiness or inadequacy? Are there healthier
strategies you can explore?
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Describe your journey of acknowledging the past and accepting the truth about
your parent's behavior.
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Write about the steps you have taken to set boundaries with your parent and how
they have impacted your well-being.
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Reflect on your experience with professional support (therapy, support groups) and
how it has helped you heal.
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What does self-compassion look like for you? How can you practice it more
consistently?
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Identify small acts of vulnerability you can take to rebuild trust in your
relationships.
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Write about the qualities and values that define you, separate from the roles you
played in your family.
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Describe a time when you felt empowered and in control of your own life.
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Reflect on how you can nurture and care for yourself in ways you may have been
deprived of during childhood.

31



Write about a hobby or interest that brings you joy and helps you reconnect with
your true self.
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What are your goals for personal growth and healing? How can you take small steps
towards achieving them?
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Describe the dynamics of a healthy relationship and how you can cultivate them in
your own life.

34



Write about the qualities you value in a supportive network of friends and loved
ones.
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Reflect on past relationships where you tried to "fix" your partner. How can you
avoid repeating this pattern?
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Identify the boundaries you need to establish to protect your emotional and
mental well-being.

37



How can you celebrate your progress, no matter how small, in your healing
journey?

38



Thank you for reading. I hope it helps. 
Andrea Mattingly

Recovering Adult Child
Recovering Addict

Childhood Trauma Survivor
Generational Trauma Survivor

Bachelors of Art Major in Psychology Minor in Adult Addiction
Southern New Hampshire University 
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