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THE CELEBRATED SON OF THE SOIL JAYEE RAJGURU

Jatadhari Mishra

Lord Wellesly was the Governor General of Indiafrom 1798 to
1805.The East India Company wasthen facing a great crises
for its existance. Therewas an attack from every corner in
India. TheNizam of Hyderabad become its enemy. TipuSultan
was nursing a grudge and was planning toliquidate the
political influence of East IndiaCompany in India. The
Marahatta was a greatpower against the said company. The
sikhs inPunjab became an organised force. There waseminent
danger of advance of NepoleonBonaparte who had reached
Egypt and wasthreatening to advance into India. At that time,
inOrissa, the Paikas were organised by JayakrushnaRajguru
Mohapatra popularly known as JayeeRajguru, the Royal
Priest, Commander-in-Chiefand the real administrative
representative of PuriGajapatiMukundadev-Il and an attempt
wasmade to resist the implementation of British rule in Orissa.
Jayee Rajguru was born in the villageBiraharekrushnapur
under Puri Tahasil in the District of Puri on the auspicious day
ofAnalanabami i.e. 24th day of Kartika in the year 1739(in
English Calender year it was 29thOctober 1739). Late Chandra
Rajguru was his father and Smt. Haramani Debi was his
mother.He was an erudite Sanskrit scholar like his grand
father Gadadhar Rajguru. He was also a greatTantrik Sadhak.
He was bachlor and was theRajguru(Royal Prist) of Gajapati
Dibyasingh Deband Mukunda Deb-Ill. He was appointed as
Chief Minister-cum-Rajguru of Gajapati DibyasinghaDeb in
the year 1780 at the age of 41.(1) Khurda Administration - The
Raj GuruSysteminthe last part of seventeenth centuryBrahmins
of Puri played a vital role in KhurdaAdministration., The
selected Brahmins placedhigh executives in the different state
offices. tMost Brahmins would rank the inhabitants of foura
Seedn villages- Sri Mukundapur,
Biswanathpur,Biraharekrushnapur and Bira Narasinghpur as
theo elite of the eliten presumably because fourtraditional
Rajagurus(spiritual preceptors),assigned to royal house,
hailed from thesesettlements.dln the Sasan village proper,
members ofRajgurucs lineage, socalledsamanta,
wouldgenerally carry highest prestige because of thislink and
because of their assignment in the traditional administration of
the Kingdom.o(2). The Baechasa(Vatsa) clan supervised the
revenue administration, the Go-Atreya clan the rituals
forwarfare, the Nanda clan the runing of the great temples and
Bajpeya clan the foundationsacifices.(3)lt is noticed that there
were four Rajgurus in Khurdha Administration and they were
assignedfour important portfolios like Revenue, State
Administration, Management of Temples andreligious advisor.
Rajguru sometimes discharged the duties of the King. In the
absence of the KingRajguru presented the Rajbhoga to the
Lord.(4) Innumerable compositions by Brahmins bore
thename of the monarch as author.(5)The king was the head
and Rajguru placed in the 2nd positionof the state
administration. Jayee Rajguru, who belong to Go Atreya
lineage continued be Rajgurdtill his death. He was the most
influential  personality during that period.Latches in
Administration and its Revivalunder Jayee RajgurukKhurdha
had a very strong military forcewhich was loyal to their king,. A
great debacletook place in the year 1779 when Khurda
Kinginvolved in a war with JanujiBhonsala at Badambagarh.
Narasingha Rajguru who handled the warwas killed in the
battle.(7) Many a Paiks sacrificedtheir lives for the same of
their mother land. Ahuge number were seriously injured and
becameinvlid. No compensation could be paid by the king to
the affected persons or persons killed in thebattle. Many Paiks
left the troops, it was difficult on the part of Khurda King to
handle the affairsof his state without a proper military
organisation, In this critcal moment Jayee Rajguru
wasconsidered as the only substitute who was selected to be
head of the administration and thechief of Army of Khurdha.
Though Khurdha King paid Rs.10,000/-annual tributes to
Marahattas , but remainedindependent for a long time, still that
it was notfree from Burgis attack. They took the advantageof

the poor administration and plundered place to place., They
suddenly attacked the villagersand temples and took away
the valuable things.They tortured ladies and children to extract
moneyfrom their family. Some time they create fear among
the people and threaten them to kill.Jayee Rajguru did not
tolerate theseactivities of the Burgios and personally moved
fromvillage to village to encourage the moral strengthof the
Paiks. He organised village youths. Heinsisted them to
confront Burgis, he adopted aPanchasutriProgramme.(8) . He
encouragedthe people that each and every person should
bea strong one by which they can be able to confrontany
situation alone. Paik Akhedas and Troopswere reorganised
and made active. Arms and ammunitions prepared in the
state, were wellexamined and were tested in the rural festivals
like Sitalasathy, champak dwadasi. Similarresearch
development work also conducted byexperts
during the testing in the festivals.In 1757 Britishers
won in oPalasiWaro(Plassey) and became the
owner of Bengal,Bihar and Midinapur in Orissa. In
1760 theydestroyed the Farasi power in
oWandiwash Warnand captured a vast area of
Andhra Pradesh,.They occupied from Godavari
to Chilika fromHyderbad Nizam in 1765. Britishers
establisheda Fort near Rusikulya river in Ganjam
in southernside of Khurdha. It was felt necessary
for themto connect Medinapur to Ganjam by road
to transport their troops and goods. In
1798Britishers utilised Shyamsundar Dev, brother
ofKhurdha King Gajapati Dibyasinghdev to
captureKhurdha, whilteKhurdha King was seriously ill.
Meantime GajapatiDibyasinghdev died andShyamsundar Dev
attacked Khurdha to occupyKhurdha Kingdom by British
troops. But all hisattempts became fruitless, Jayee
RajguruSupported Mukund Dev-ll and made him theking of
Khurdha. This was not only the onlyachievement ofJayee
Rajguru but he served continuously for more than 25 years
and sacrificedhis life. for the sake of his mother land without
having any interest of his own. He lost his life,property and
family for the interest of the Nation. But till today he is in dark
and has not beenproperly placed.Bhoi dynasty in
Khurdha&Jayee Rajguru One Ramai Routray changed his
name toRamachandra Dev and declared himself as the
Gajapati of Orissa in the year 1571-72 andestablished his
capital at Khurdha to avoid regular attacks on Cuttack, the
then capital of Orissa.This dynasty is known as Bhoi dynasty
anditruled 234 years by 12 kings in Orissa. King MakundaDev-
Il was the last ruler of this dynasty, known as the last
independent king of Khurdha, Cuttack.,Within this 234 years,
Khurdha was attacked 18 times by different rulers and two
kings were killedin this period. The entire territory comprised
of 129 killas which were reduced to 71 towards thelast part of
this dynasty. In the year 1730 Hyderabad Nizam attacked
Khurdha andcaptured.Durbalpur, Ghumsar,
Athagarh,Khalikote, ~ Sergarh,  Mahuri,  Palur,  Tikili,
Chikit,Raghunathpur etc. The revenue generated out ofthis
area was almost 1/3rd of the total state incomewhich was
completely lost. In 1760 NarayanDeo, the King of Parala
attacked Khurdhademanding the Khurdha throne claiming
himselfthe successor of Ganga Dynasty. In this tim Khurdha
King Gajapati Birakishore Dev was notin a position to oppose
the attack. Therefore with the help of Marhata troops the King
defeatedNarayan Dev  and left  4(four)  paying
Pragannasi,.e.Purusottam, Rahanga, Chabiskud, Sirei
andLembai to Marhatas towards the compensationof their
troops(1 lakh cash demands made bySivaram Sathe). The
economic condition ofkKhurdha gradually reduced. Gajapati
BirakishoreDev became mad and killed his four
sons(9),Subsequently he was confined in Cuttack and diedin
jail. His grand sonDibyasingh Dev became theGajapati of
Orissa and appointed Jaya KrushnaMohapatra out of Go-
Atreya clan as Rajguru whowas popularly known as Jayee
Rajguru as RajguruAdministration, in charge of Miletia of

Khurdhaknown as DIWAN or Commander-in-Chief
ofkhurdhaMiilitary . Due to the financial crisis itwas difficult on
the part of the King to strengthenthe Military immediately.
HoweverJayee Rajgurutook the personal care and tried to
revive thestrength of the troops gradually. Within a veryshort
period Khurdha became strong in administration and able to
face any situation.Britishers were in search of a path toconnect
Balasore and Ganjam. Taking anopportunity the District
Magistrate of Ganjam Col.Harcourt signed an agreement with
the king ofKhurdha, to pay One lakh of Rupees to the kingand
to return back the four Praganas which wereunder the
occupation of the Marahattas sincel760 A.D. , without
consulting to Jayee Rajguru,the regent. But their district
authority of Ganjam,in their letter to Government appraised
that onlyRupees one lakh are to be paid to this King andthere
was no mention of returning back the
fourPraganas towards compensation for availing
freeand safe passage in the territory of Khurdha
toconnect Ganjam and Balasore(10).Col. Har
Court proceeded from Ganjamthrough Manik
Patna, Puri, Danda Mukundapur,Pipli and then
reached at Cuttack. Then OrissaDay was
celebrated at Cuttack on 14th October1803 as a
symbol of victory. The Deogaon Treatywas
signed between the Britishers and Marathacsin
the year 1803 December as a result, all
theMaratha occupations in Orissa
automaticallytransferred to the British Control
and they becamemore powerful. Thereafter they
imposed theirauthority among the princely States of Orissa
andcompelled them to sign the agreement as per theterms
and conditions laid down by the Britishers.On the Other hand
the Britishers did nottake any step to clear up the balance
money ofthe committed amount nor the four Parganas,.
However Britishers insisted on the king ofKhurdha to sign the
agreement with certain terms and conditions newly imposed
and send specialmessengers to get the signature of the king
on the agreement. The king returned the agreementfor the
second time . The messenger reported that due to the evil
influence of Dewan JayeeRajguruthe king did not sign the
agreement. Then Britishers sent a message to the king to
remove JayeeRajguru from the post of the adviser, so that
Rs.50,000/-(Rupees fifty thousand only) extra tobe paid to the
king. The messenger stayed at Khurdha for fourteen days, but
in vain. But hecould able to collect some secret informations
about the state and administration. However theking signed
the agreement due to compulsion. Jayee Rajguru with 2000
armed forcesproceeded to Cuttack to collect balance amount
of Rupees Ninty thousand and to release fourpraganas(11).
But the British Authority paid only Rs.40,000/- and refused
bluntly not to return backthe praganas as they have got the
same from Marahatas.Arrangements for Confrontation :Jayee
Rajguru then returned backreorganised the army , negotiated
with thefeudatory States of Orissa and with the Marathapower
at Nagpur secretely to outset them fromthe State and from the
Country. Unfortunately thesecret negotiations came out when
Antaji Naikand Sambhu Bharati the secret agents were
caughtin the British hand. Then the Britishers dicided tocapture
Khurdha by force. Jayee Rajguru wasdetermined to have a
fight with the British forceand to remove them out. Then he
captured fourPraganas. The land revenue were
collectedKhurdha Administration by deputing their Aminsand
Tehsildars to different places. Mokadam Achut Barik deputed
to Batagaon, DambaruHarichandan for Barapada,
Gadakharada,Matiapada where 200 Kahan Kaudis
werecollected. Murari Pandit was deputed to GadaRahanga,
Sirai, Chabiskud and many employeeswere deputed to collect
land revenue from thedifferent British Occupied areas,(12)In
September 1804, the Raja of Khurdhawas forbidden to
exercise his traditional rights of issuing orders to persons
residing within the limitof Moghalbandi territory without the
sanction of the British Traditional rights of issuing orders

topersons residing within the limit of Moghalbandi territory
without the sanction of the BritishCommissioner. Alongwith he
was deprived of the traditional rights of Jagannath Temple
whichwas a serious shock to the King.(13).Consequently
there was slight upheaval inOctober 1804, a group of Paikas
taken to be the soldiers of Khurdha attacked to
Pipili,presumably with a view to overthrew the BritishAuthority
and captured the village in a vicinity ofPipili. This attack
alarmed the Britishers whoapprehended that those local
troubles mightassume serious propertions and they
immediatelytook quick preventive measures. There was a
verystrong rumour about the attack of Maratha onOrissa.
Therefore the Commissioner wasdetermined to root out all
dangers before theyassumed any formidable proportions.
Simultaneously the King of Khurdhaarranged all sorts of helps
from the tributary chiefs of Orissa,.Jayee Rajguru requested all
the Kingsof the State to join hands for a common cause
against the British. The King ofKunjang,Kanika, Harishpur,
Marichipurand prepared to attach Britishers at a streach.Con.
Harcut found that the existing Military wasquiet insufficient to
suppress the movement.Therefore he wrote a letter to the
authority Mr.M. Shawe.l do not think the Raja of Khurdha
mustbe ex-terminated. It is my intention todemand
theimmediate dismissal of his troops and destructionof his
barriers; that he should give upcorrespondence with any
person dissatisfied withthe British Govt.(15).As the actions of
East India Company inindia was opposed by the Court of
Directors,Lord Wellsolly did not allow for a massive
militarycompaign in Orissa. Therefore he instructed toCon.
Harcut to adopt a Conciliatory attitudetowards Raja. But all
attempts failed and fight wasfelt necessary. Then serious fight
was made withthe military of Khurdha with Britishers. Fight
continued for a long period and Jayee Rajguruwas arrested
from the Khurdha fort and was taken to Barabati fort.As soon
as British attached Khurdha Fortfrom the Gopinath Dev
Temple side, Jayee Rajguru sent Gajapati Mukund Dev-ll
toGangamata Math, Puri with a faithful Paik namedDurga
Charan Singh with a instruction to theMahant of the Math to
keep the King secretlyin the Math with care and the fact must
not bepublished.(16). Though King and the letter of theJayee
Rajguru reached safely in Puri but the Kingwas disturbed and
approached Fate Mohamad,who treacheriously informed
Con. Harcutand King was arrested on 3rd January 1805.
ThendJayee Rajguru and the King were sent to Midnapore Jail
from Cuttack, anticipating furtheragitation in the State.Trial
and AwardFrom the prison, the King submitted apetition to
the British Govt. stating all the factsrelating to the rising of
1805. In that petition, heprayed that he was innocent whatever
thedisturbance was done that was done by JayeeRajguru.
The petition of the King was consideredand he was released.
He was not allowed to stayat Khurdha. His resident was
shifted to PuriPermanently and thereafter his successors
areresiding at Puri and known as Raja of Puri.The trial of
Jayee Rajguru took place atBagitota in Midnapore. On the
question of Col.Har Court, Jayee Rajguru boldly replied that
asRaja was a child, what had been done is done bymyself.
(17). The Britishers charged him guilty ofwaging a war
nagainst the lawfully establishedGovt. of the lando. He was
ordered to be hangedtill death.Jayee Rajguru was brutally
killed by theBritish soldiers on the broad day light on
6thDecember 1806. He exhibited extra ordinarycalmness of
mind and spirit even at the time of hissavage death.The
Martyrdom of Jayee Rajguru is a brightchapter of courage
and valour in the freedommovement. He has carved out a
niche for himselfin the heart of innumerable inhabitants of
theState-for all times to come. Jayee means victorious,
though his revolution failed andBritishers conquered Orissa,
but he still remainedJayee(the victorious) even after his
death. HisDeeds, and Supreme sacrifice made him
victoriousin the eyes of crores of Indians and he provedhim
as the real son of the soil.

Jatadhari Mishra at Biraharekrushnapur in the district of Puri.
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