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MESSAGE

| am delighted to know that the 4th Soochana Conclave is being organised
on the occasion of the 4th Birth Anniversary of Shree Shrikshetra Soochana
Newspaper, with a National Seminar on the theme 'Public Interest or Political
Interest ¢ Redefining Media Independence in India" at Puri

| commend this meaningful initiative and extend my best wishes for the
success of the conclave and for the continued growth of the newspaper in
strengthening democratic values and responsible journalism.

N

(Hari Babu Kambhampati)

MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI

CHIEF MINISTER, ODISHA LOKASEVA BHAVAN

BHUBANESWAR

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that Shree Shrikshetra Soochana Newspaper is organizing
its 4th Birth Anniversary and 4th Soochana Conclave 2026 on the theme of 'Public
Interest or Political Interest ? Redefining Media Independence in India" on 1st
March 2026

In an era marked by rapid expansion of digital platforms and instant
dissemination of information, the role of media as the fourth pillar of democracy
has become more crucial that ever. A free, fair, and responsible media is essential
for safeguarding democratic values, strengthening public discourse, ad ensuring
transparency and accountability in governance. | hope platforms such as the
Soochana Conclave provide an importance opportunity for media professionals,
academician important opportunity for media professionals, academicians,
policymakers, and scholars to engage in meaningful dialogue and introspection
on the evolving responsibilities of the media in contemporary India.

| extend my warm greetings to organisers and wish the conclave aII success.

(Mohan g?naran an Majhi)
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MESSAGE

| am happy to know that Shree Shrikshetra Soochana Newspaper, Puri,
Odisha is celebrating its 4" Anniversary and this occasion, a national Seminar on
'Public Interest or Political Interest ? Redefining Media Independence in India' is
being organised on 1% March 2026

The importance of media independence in sustaining a vibrant democracy
can scarcely be over-emphasized. Media's contributions as a critical pillar
of accountability, transparency and informed public discourse has been
praiseworthy. | am sure, the Seminar will present an excellent platform to eminent
media professionals, academicians, scholars and policy makers from different
parts of the country, to exchange their ideas and experience on this theme of
profound signifiance.

My heartfelt greetings to the Shree Shrikshetra Soochana Newspaper for this
laudable endeavour. | wish the National Seminar all success.

(Dharmendra Pradhan)
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MESSAGE

Itis my great pleasure to extend hearfelt greetings to the Shree Shrikshetra
Soochana Newspaper on the auspicious occassion of its 4th Birth Anniversary
and the National Seminar "Soochana 04 Conclage” themed "Public Interest or
Political Interest  Redefining Media Independence in India."

The theme of this conclave Public Interest or Political Interest ? Redefining
Media Independence in India is profoundly significant in today's democratic
landscape. Media plays a pivota role in shaping public understanding and
fostering discourse that guides the nation's democratic process. Your dedication
to rpomoting the rich heritage and culture of Shree Jagannath across the nation is
truly commendable and inspires all who strive for informed and ethical journalism.

| extend my best wishes fo the grand success of the Soochana 04 Conclave
and the continued excellence of Shree Shrikshetra Soochana Newspaper. May this
event inspire meaningfull dialogue, strengthen the sprit of independent journalism,
and contribute to a more transparent and vibrant media ecosystem in Ir]dia. 2

(K. V% Sihgh Deo)
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MESSAGE

lam pleased to know that Shree Shirkshetra SoochanaNewspaper is observing
its 4th Birth Anniversary by organizing the 4th Soochana Conclave 2026 and a
National Seminar at the sacred land of Jagannath Dham, Puri, on theme "Public
Interest or Political Interest 2 Redefining Media Independence in Indiia."

The media holds a place of great responsibility in a democratic society. As a
key pillar of democracy, it is expected to inform citizens truthfully, uphold ethical
standards, and act in the larger public interest. At a time when information flows
faster that ever, preserving editorial independence while remaining accountable
to the people is vital for sustaining democratic institutions.

| appreciate Shree Shrikshetra Soochana Newspaper for consistently
promoting informed discourse, cultural values, and social awareness over the
years. This conclave, bringing together media professionals, academicians,
policymakers, and thinkers, will certainly provide a meaningful platform for
constructive dialogue and reflection on issues of national importance.

| extend my best wishes to the organizers for the grand success of the
4th Soochana Conclave 2026 and hope that the deliberations will contribute
positively to the cause of responsible and independent journalism in India.

Doder

(Pravati Parida)
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NMDC

Responsible Mining

New Look
Soaring Aspirations
Incredible Possibilities

Since our incorporation in 1958,
we have raised the bar in mining and
become India's largest iron ore producer.
Our philosophy as a Responsible Mining
Company has resulted in socio-economic
development of people around our projects.

NMDC Limited

(A Govt. of India Enterprise)
Regd. Office: Khanij Bhavan, 10-3-311/A,

Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500 028
CIN: L13100TG1958G0I001674
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A SAIL

Strengthening Infrastructure.
Steering Progress.

SAIL, a Maharatna Public Sector Undertaking, is the steel backbone of India for decades.
SAIL steel remains the most preferred choice of the nation.

THE STEELMAKER OF

AI L ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT

Ve it At gfvean fafee
STEEL AUTHORITY OF INDIA LIMITED
There’s a little bit of SAIL in everybody’s life
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¥ India’s first Al based steel chatbot - SAIL SARATHI, your assistant to SAIL steel. & ‘_5‘;:
0"? For more details, visit www.sail.co.in or scan the QR code I 'ia- -

s ]z

 www.facebook com/SAlLsteelofficial 88 https//www.twitter.com/SAlLsteel &) http//www.instagram.com/steelauthority
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IN SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE: MEDIA INDEPENDENCE IN THE AGE OF Al

DR RAJEEV KUMAR PANDA

Media independence is the foundation of a
healthy democracy. In a country as diverse
and vibrant as India, the media plays a cru-
cial role in shaping public understanding. It
informs citizens, explains policies, highlights
social issues, and encourages dialogue. An
important question before us today is simple
yet significant: does the media consistently
serve public interest, or does it sometimes
drift toward political interest? This question is
not about criticism. It is about reflection and
responsibility.

Public interest means serving the needs
of citizens. It includes reporting on educa-
tion, health, employment, environment, rural
development, gender issues, and govern-
ance. It means focusing on matters that affect
daily life. Political reporting is also necessary
in a democracy. Policies, elections, debates,
and legislative developments must be cov-
ered with depth and fairness. However, when
coverage becomes excessively personality-
driven or reactive, long-term public concerns
may receive less attention. Balance is there-
fore essential.

Media independence does not only mean
freedom from interference. It also means free-
dom for responsibility. Journalists must have
the freedom to question and investigate. At
the same time, they must follow ethical stand-
ards. Independence becomes meaningful
when it is guided by truth, verification, and
public welfare.

To strengthen this orientation, news or-
ganizations should clearly define their edito-
rial mission. A public statement of values can
guide newsroom decisions. Clear separa-
tion between news, analysis, and opinion is
equally important. Readers should easily un-

derstand what is factual reporting and what
is commentary. Transparency in ownership
patterns and revenue sources further builds
trust. When audiences know how a media
organization functions, confidence increases.

Another important step is institutional ac-
countability. Newsrooms can appoint ombud-
spersons or public editors. They can publish
corrections and clarifications prominently. Ex-
plaining editorial decisions fosters openness.
Such practices do not weaken credibility;
they strengthen it.

Today, the media environment is chang-
ing rapidly. Digital platforms allow information
to spread within seconds. This speed has
improved access to information. At the same
time, it has created new challenges. One of
the most serious challenges is misinformation.

Misinformation is false information shared
without harmful intent. Disinformation is false
information created and shared deliberately to
mislead. Both weaken public trust. They cre-
ate confusion and sometimes deepen social
divisions. In the digital ecosystem, misleading
content often travels faster than verified news.

In such circumstances, professional jour-
nalism must act as a stabilizing force. Verifica-
tion must come before amplification. News-
rooms should avoid sensational headlines.
They must cross-check claims, especially
those trending on social media. Dedicated
fact-checking desks can help. Collaboration
with independent verification networks can
improve accuracy. Data journalism can coun-
ter misleading narratives with evidence and
context.

The tone of reporting also matters. Even
when debunking false claims, media must
avoid unnecessary repetition of unverified
information. Clarity, not virality, should guide
decisions. Responsible journalism values ac-

Public Interest or

BIBHU PRASAD MISHRA

Redefining Media Independence in India

The idea of media independence in India has
always existed in tension— between serving
the public interest and navigating political
influence. In theory, a free press acts as the
fourth pillar of democracy, holding power ac-
countable. In practice, however, the lines be-
tween public interest journalism and political
interest often blur.

Public Interest: The Democratic Ideal
Public interest journalism prioritizes:
@ Accountability and transparency
@ Protection of constitutional values
@ Amplification of marginalized voices
@ Fact-based, evidence-driven reporting
From covering corruption scandals to report-
ing on social justice issues, Indian media has
historically played a powerful watchdog role.
During pivotal moments— such as the Emer-
gency era (1975- 77)— sections of the press

resisted censorship, reinforcing the media’s
democratic responsibility.
Political Interest: Influence and Alignment
Political interest in media emerges through:
@ Ownership patterns tied to political actors
@ Government advertising as financial leverage
@ Selective access to information
@ Narrative framing that aligns with ruling or
opposition parties
India’s media landscape today reflects grow-
ing consolidation, where large corporate
conglomerates own multiple television, print,
and digital platforms. This concentration
raises concerns about editorial autonomy
when business interests intersect with politi-
cal power.

Structural Pressures on Media

Independence

Several factors complicate media independ-
ence in India:
1. Economic Dependence - Declining sub-
scription revenue has increased reliance on

curacy over speed.

Another major transformation is the rise of
Artificial Intelligence. Al tools are now used for
data analysis, automated news writing, trans-
lation, and audience analytics. These tools
can improve efficiency and expand reach.
They can help journalists analyze complex
datasets and detect patterns.

However, Al also introduces risks. Deep-
fakes and Al-generated audio or video can
appear authentic. Synthetic content can dam-
age reputations and distort public discourse.
Therefore, media organizations must adopt
Al carefully. Clear guidelines on Al use are
necessary. If Al assists in content production,
it should be transparently disclosed. Human
editorial oversight must remain central. Al
should support journalists, not replace edito-
rial judgment. Training journalists to detect
manipulated content is equally important.

Media independence also depends on
internal discipline. There must be a clear
separation between editorial and commercial
interests. Sponsored content should be la-
beled clearly. Revenue pressures should not
influence factual reporting. Diverse ownership
structures and sustainable business models
can reduce vulnerabilities. When economic
foundations are stable, editorial independ-
ence becomes stronger.

Professional behavior in newsrooms
must reflect maturity and balance. Journalists
should seek diverse sources. They should
represent different regions, communities, and
perspectives. They should avoid language
that increases polarization. Contextual report-
ing is essential. Complex issues require ex-
planation, not simplification.

Journalism education has a critical role
to play. Media schools must combine skill
with conscience. Ethics, media law, digital

literacy, and Al awareness should be central
to the curriculum. Students should practice
fact-checking and community reporting. They
must understand that journalism is not merely
a profession; it is a public service.

Citizens also influence the media environ-
ment. Audiences who value credible journal-
ism create demand for responsible content.
Supporting quality journalism through sub-
scriptions and engagement helps sustain
independence. Media literacy programs in
schools and colleges can empower young
people to evaluate information critically.

Redefining media independence is not
about blaming any institution or political ac-
tor. It is about strengthening systems and
habits. Policymakers can ensure supportive
legal frameworks that protect freedom of ex-
pression. Media organizations can improve
transparency and accountability. Technology
platforms can cooperate in limiting harmful
misinformation. Academic institutions can
conduct research that guides best practices.

In the end, media independence rests on
trust. Trust grows when journalism is fair, veri-
fied, and transparent. It grows when mistakes
are corrected openly. It grows when technol-
ogy is used responsibly. It grows when the
primary commitment remains to the people.

India’s democratic strength lies in its di-
versity and dialogue. The media is a vital part
of this democratic fabric. Its freedom is valu-
able. Its responsibility is equally valuable. True
independence is not only freedom from pres-
sure. It is fidelity to purpose. When the media
consistently places public interest at the cent-
er of its mission, it strengthens democracy
and serves the nation with dignity.

Dean, School of Mass Communication,
Fashion Technology and
Film & Media Sciences

Political Interest 2

advertising, including government ads.
2. Regulatory and Legal Pressures - Defama-
tion laws, sedition provisions, and regulatory
bodies can create chilling effects.
3. Digital Disruption - Social media has de-
mocratized voices but also amplified
misinformation and polarization.
4. Polarized Audiences - Media outlets in-
creasingly cater to ideological segments,
reinforcing echo chambers.

Rethinking “Independence”
True media independence may not simply
mean freedom from government control. It
must
include:
@ Transparent ownership structures
@ Strong editorial firewalls between manage-
ment and newsroom
@ Sustainable funding models (subscriptions,
reader-supported journalism)
@® Ethical standards enforced internally and
externally

The debate, therefore, is not merely “public
interest vs political interest.” It is about rede-
fining
independence in a complex democracy
where media, markets, and politics are deeply
intertwined.
The Way Forward
For India, strengthening media
independence requires:

@ Media literacy among citizens
@ Legal reforms protecting press freedom
@ Independent regulatory frameworks
@ Support for public service journalism
Ultimately, media independence is not a static
condition— it is a continuous negotiation be-
tween
power and responsibility. The question re-
mains: will the media prioritize democratic
accountability, or will political alignment de-
fine its future ¢

puribibhu@gmail.com,

Mob: 9337622020
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INFLUENCE OF SRI JAGANNATH CULTURE ON
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE PEOPLE OF ODISHA

DR. JAGANNATH MOHANTY

The sacred place of Puri or Purusottam in the East
assumed increasing prominence through ages as one
of the four famous Dhams, others being Badrinath in
the North, Dwaraka in the West and Rameswaram in
the South. It was recognised by Adi Shankaracharya as
one of the eminent places of pilgrimage in the eighth
century A.D. Puri assumed more and more importance
as great Vaishnava Acharyas like Sri Ramanuja, Sri
Vishnuswami, Sri Nimbark and Sri Madhavacharya
visited this place. Subsequently, it was visited by great
saints of various religious communities namely Nanak,
Kabir, Sri Chaitanya and so on. It was compared with
Kashi, Mathura, Vrindavan, Ujjain, Prayag, Gaya,
Ayodhya and other sites of pilgrimage.

Lord Jagannath is the presiding deity of Puri and
a prominent symbol of Hindu Kingdom. The Gajapati
King of Puri was recognized as the supreme royal
authority, for safeguarding the hoary traditions and
long-ranging rituals, year-round festivals with all Pujas,
Veshas, Prasads and Mahaprasads. But the king did
not claim any supremacy rather he was humble, loyal,
devoted and committed to the famous traditions and
heritage honoured by all sections of Hindu community.
The king however, felt himself as the first servant of
Lord Jagannath although he is ever regarded as the
moving god (Chalanti Vishnu), the temporal incarnation
of god.The glory of Lord Jagannath and supremacy of
the king are acknowledged by all as part and parcel of

every day life from birth of a child to the first day of the
new year as per the royal Anka calculation. Although
over the years hundreds of kings came into existence
in Orissa and India, the Gajapati King was given utmost
recognition as the source of strength and inspiration,
great cultural and religious sanctity. The day-to-day life
of the people, customs and traditions, the ceremonies
and festivals are influenced by him. The birth, marriage,
engagements, Upanayan, even death of individuals
are marked by influences of the celestial blessings,
instructions, guidance and approval. Even roads and
buildings are constructed, bridges are installed with
some rituals as per the approval of Sri Jagannath.
Puri is connected with all important places and
regions throughout the country with roads, railways
and flights. Due to increasing number of pilgrims the
British government also constructed the network of
communication from the ancient times. Pilgrims and
devotees pay visits to Lord Jagannath from every nook
and corner of India. Due to strong attraction of God they
grow in number day by day. Particularly they gather
in thousands during festivals and ceremonies like
Rath Yatra (Car Festival), Durga Puja, Jhulan, Govind
Dwadashi, Snana Purnima and so on. Mahaprasad is
regarded as the sacred food cherished by everybody
and for preparation of the Prasad and Mahaprasad
huge amount of rice, flour, vegetable, milk, sugar,
ghee etc are required and these materials are imported
from various places. For all these activities, a large
number of people and transport facilities are engaged

throughout the year. Thousands of people, artists,
artisans, producers and priests are employed through
generations.

Specific potteries and paintings are required at a
large scale. Pandas and Purohits, Pandits, dancers
and musicians are engaged in various rituals and
festivities. Various specific services are rendered by
people through hereditary arrangements. Previously
hundred of acres were given to these people through
endowments. The systems of Pattachitra paintings, the
Chamar Seva and of the Devadasis are very specific
to the Puri temple. The 'Chamar Seva' is a special
service rendered to gods and it is a right enjoyed by
some people. Similarly Chitrakaras are required for
preparing Pattachitra and painting the idols of gods etc
in the temple and cars during festivals. These people
mostly live in some lanes in and around the Puri town
and the village like Raghurajpur. Similarly various kinds
of potteries are prepared by some people who enjoy
this right through endowments of land from ancient
times. Devadasi system was prevalent for entertaining
the Gods, but this system is going to end shortly.

The Orissan art, literature and music are influenced
immensely by Sri Jagannath Culture. The traditional
Mahari dance Odishi dance, classical songs, are mostly
developed under the influence of Lord Jagannath and
His favourite lyrics of Geet Govind composed by the
immortal poet Jayadev. Many poems and fictions are
also written under the influence of Sri Jagannath culture.
Alotof folk tales, folk songs, proverbs Chautisas etc. are

also influenced by Sri Jagannath culture. Mahaprasad
has acquired a special and significant position in the
life and religion of Odisha. The cookery of Srimandir
is known as the largest cooking system. The sanctity
of this holy food is boundless and it is known as a
sacred bond between gods and men and among the
people. It is interesting to note that Mahaprasad is not
only delicious, but also enjoyed by all irrespective of
caste, creed and religion. This is also given priority
before serving any other food in a feast. It strengthens
the bondage between castes and relations. Especially
newly formed bondages of marriage are solemnized by
Mahaprasad. The Mahaprasad is prepared daily many
times inside the temple very scientifically. Even during
the Car Festival, Mahaprasad is cooked in Gundicha
Mandir and taken by thousands of people.

It is thus found that Sri Jagannath Culture has a
great impact on the socio-religious and economic life
of Oriya people in particular and Hindu community in
general. A deep sanctity and significance is attached
to the culture of Lord Jagannath not only by Hindus,
but also by many people belonging to other religions.
Particularly. Srimandir, Sri Jagannath and His allied
objects are given great honour and reverence by
the people of Odisha. Lord Jagannath is not only the
presiding deity, but also His temple is regarded as the
nerve centre controlling all aspects and spheres of
Oriya people.

Prof. (Dr) Jagannath Mohanty lives at Plot No0.2935,

Gouri Nagar, Bhubaneswar-2.

THE JAGANNATH TEMPLE OF MANIPUR

SANTOSH KUMAR MOHANTY

Not only in Odisha; but 'Jagannath’ culture has spread
out all over India and world also. We know it very well
that now a days some countries are celebrating the Car
Festival of Lord Jagannath.

Before some days | went to Manipur for some work.
Manipur is one of the smallest states in our country
haveing a population of 23,88,634 as per 2001 Census
(provisional record).

| spent some days in hilly and natural areas of
Manipur when | saw 'Bahuda Ratha Jatra' of Lord
Jagannath in the capital city Imphal

Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Devi
Shubhadra are being worshipped in Govindji Temple.
That temple is divided by two parts. One part is for
Lord Jagannath; and another side is for Lord Govindiji
(Radha Krishna).

The height of this temple is near about 66 feet.
Govindiji temple's architectural style is different from
other temples. That temple looks like a 'Gambuja’
which neither South Indian nor North Indian style.

The worship of Lord Jagannath was started in
1832 during the reign of king Ganibhir Singh. In the
British period Lord Govindji and Lord Jagannath
were worshipped in one temple at Kanglasha, the old
capital of Manipur. This new temple was built by king
Churachand in the year 1908.

The idols of the deities are made of mango wood.
According to a worshipper all idols were made of

mango wood by the suggestion of Puri Pandas.

One small Jagannath Murti is installed in place of
Sudarshan under the three idols of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra. In Puri Jagannath
temple 'Sudarshan, is there. But in place of Sudarshan,
idol of Jagannath is being worshipped since long time

in Manipur. A mythological animal 'kanglasha' is placed
in kneeled down position under the Ratna Singhashan.
That animal is with a body of half lion and half Dragon
which is the state emblem of Manipur.

Interestingly the three idols have hands with palms.
In my knowledge, Garoi Ashrama at Naugan in the

District of Jagatsinghpur is having such idols of Trinity
having hands with palms and fingers. | visited some
states all over India; but | have never seen palms in
the hands of Jagannath idol. This is the uniqueness of
Jagannath idols of Manipur.

During the Ratha Yatra (Kangchingba) festival,
the Pahandi of Lord Jagannath is very attractive.
Thousands of devotees attired with white dress dance
in musical tuning. That scene looks very attractive and
feels with spirituality in heart and mind, which is beyond
description.

When | knew that one Jagannath temple is there
(Manipur), before commencement of Rathayatra |
went to the temple campus and met some Pujaks and
trustee board members for

having discussion on Jagannath Culture in Manipur.
Thattime | came to know about the legend of Jagannath
and what is the difference between Puri culture and
Manipur culture 2 When did Jagannath culture started
in Manipur 2l asked some basic questions; but | could
not get the satisfactory answers.

Then | saw one book on Jagannath culture, titled
- 'Sri Sri Jagannath Upasana', written by Nabakumar
Singh in Manipuri language in Bengali Scripts and two
small books available in trustee board office about
Jagannath culture. That time | thought; if | will come
another time, | will deeply analysis about Jagannath
culture in Manipur.

at Dua, Durga Nivas, Borikina, district
Jagatsinghpur.
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