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Purl - the Holy Clty of the World

uri, the holy city of
Orissa has a remarkable
value in the field of art,
architecture, literature,
religion and tradition. Puri is
the seat of Lord Jagannath,
the Lord of Universe. This
place is an important
religious centre for Hindus.
The sanctity of the place is
well known to all the
pilgrims of the world. The
other names of the town are
Nilachal, Nilagiri, Niladri,
Srikshetra, Sankhakshetra,
Purusottam Dham,
Purusottam Kshetra and
Jagannath Dham. Itis a great
centre of Pilgrimage. The
town being situated on the
sea beach of the Bay of
Bengal. This place is named
as Sankha Kshetra after the
name of a demon who had
been killed by Lord Visnu.
Puri is situated at latitude
190 47" 55" North and
longitude 850 49' 5" East on
the shore of the Bay of
Bengal. Puri is the
confluence of different
creeds, faiths, races and
cultures. Puri is one of the
four dhams founded by Adi
Sankaracharya. The glory
and sanctity of Puri find
mention in many Puranas
like Matsya Purana, Brahma
Purana, Padma Purana,

Mahadaya and Utkal Khanda
of Skanda Purana. There
were seven streets (sai) in
Puri in 1840-41 according to
the map produced by the
Survey of India. The map has
shown Gundicha temple and
other religious sites of Puri.
The map has also shown
about the area of Puri as 4874
acres and population were
23,837. According to the map
there were 6620 houses in
Puri. The road from
Jagannath Mandir to
Gundicha Mandir is named
as Ratha Danda. During the
British Rule Puri
municipality was formed in
1881 as per the
recommendation of D.
Smith. During the period
1822-26 Puri was connected
with Calcutta by Jagannath
Sadaka. Sukhamaya Dev of
Bengal contributed 1.5 lakh
rupees for the construction of
Jagannath Sadaka. This
Sadaka provided better
communication facilities.
Puri was connected by
railway lines of Bengal -
Nagapur Railway from
Khurda on 1.2.1897. Chinese
traveller Hieun Tsang who
visited Orissa 633 A.D. in his
book, mentions a part town
called cheli-talo on the south
east of wucha or the odra
country near the shore of the
ocean. Well known scholar
Acunningham has identified
che-li-to-lo of Hiuen Tsang

Gangadhar Mishra, royal
poet of Sambalpur of 17th
century A.D., has described
Puri  in  his  work
"Kosalananda Kavyam" as
the city of nectar and
ornament of the earth. The
main temple of Puri is the Sri
Jagannath temple situated on
araised stone plat form. The
present temple started around
1135 A.D. by Chodaganga
Dev of the Ganga Dynasty
and was finished by his
worthy grandson Anangbhim
Dev. Besides the temple of
Lord Jagannath there are
other sacred places in Puri.
In Puri there are five sacred
bathing places. They are
known as the Pancha Tirtha.
They are Markandeya Tank,
Narendra Tank,
Indradyumkna Tank,
Swetaganga Tank.
According to a popular
legend that the Swetaganga
has under ground
connections with the river

important temple in Puri
named Lokanath Temple is
dedicated to Lord Shiva. The
linga of the temple remains
submerged in water through
out the year. The Lokanath
temple is at a distance of about
2 km to west of the Jagannath
temple. The Gundicha Temple
is another sacred place in Puri.
At the time of car festival
deities take rest in this temple.
Next to the great temple the
most important sanctuary of
Jagannath is the Gundicha
temple. The Gundicha temple
is surrounded by a wall and
stands in the middle of a
garden. The Swargadwara is
in the sandy beach towards the
south-western corner of the
town. It is a holy place. A dip
in the sea near it is belived to
secure heavenly bliss. The
beach near the Swargadwara
is always crowded.
Thousands of devotees come
here to bathe on the full moon
of Kartika. Chakratirtha, a

places of Puri. It is located
at the eastern side of Puri
beach. Large number of
pilgrims come here to give
sradha. This place is known
as Banki Muhana. There is
also a temple named
Chaitanya. The image of
Hanuman is worshiped in
Daria Mahavir, a small
temple. Ardhasini is a small
temple dedicated to the
goddess of that name. The
goddess Ardhasini also
known as Mausi Maa of
Lord Jagannath. There is a
small temple dedicated to
Sidha Hanuman to the West
of the Gundicha temple. It
is said that Tulasi Das took
shelter here during his visit
to Puri. It is a beautiful
place for picnic. In the
Gaudabadasai of Puri there
is a small temple named
Yameswar. This temple is
well known for its
architectural importance.
Albukeswar is also a saiva
temple situated to the West
of the yameswara temple. In
Manikarnika Sahi of Puri
there also a small temple is
located, named
Kapalamochana and
dedicated to the god in that
name. Besides all these
there are also few more
temples and sacred places
in the Puri town. They are
Shyama Kali, Dakhina
Kali, Barahi, Ramachandi
and Patia Rani temple.

Puri is historic Atharanala
Bridge. It is said that this bridge
to have been built towards the
end of the 13th century A.D.
This bridge is composed of
eighteen spans. The Atharanala
bridge which crosses the
Madhupur Stream. There are
also number of Jagagharas in
Puri. These are the socio-
religious organisation of Puri.
The people get together in the
house of Jagaghar and develop
their physical activities. These
Jagagharas play an important
role in the festivals performed
in the sahis and as well as in
the temple of Jagannath. In
1877 a light signal was used at
Puri for ships passing along the
coast at night. This light signal
changed in 1882 and 1887. A
electric light signal is being
used at Puri from 1st December
1956. The light is visible up to
a distance of 27 km. The Ain-
E-Akbari a great work of Abul
Fazal narrated Puri as the city
of Purushottama. Puri is an
important ancient town of
Orissa. It always attracts
number of pilgrims, devotees,
visitors and scholars. Puri
occupy a high position in the
sky of religious work. It's
contribution in the field of
religion and culture is far
reaching.

Pabitra Mohan Barik is a
Lecturer in History in the
S.H. Mahavidyalaya,
Madanpur, Khurda-752054.

Kapila Samhita, Niladri  withthe presenttownof Puri. ~ Gangas. Another most  small poolisone of the sacred  Another important place of

Sahi Jatra the living street Carnival of Puri

he Jagannatha Dham of
Puri town in eastern
coast of India is one
amongst four Holy places in
Hindu Religion is not just
popular for Ratha Jatra but
also a culturally very much
enriched with several rituals,
colourful festivals and living
traditions. One of the
colourful culturally rich
festival is Sahi Jatra a some
short of spring carnival or the
street play that take place after
sun set in the evening. It is
belived to be one of the oldest
festival of Puri that begun
somewhere around 1230 AD.
As per various mythological
records, in the 11th century,
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selected for the role. He is seen
wearing a loin cloth and a tiger
skin around his chest. On his

Sahis derived their names from
Presiding deities.“The
Jagagharas in different Sahis

attractive feature is the grand
procession which starts from
the narrow lane of each Sahi

during the regime of are responsible to trian local  into grand road of puri. The waist portion several weapons e A 89 299 Q4 SRR , 2ia 2e A7
Chodoganga Deva, King of people with wrestling  procession is accompanied by like shield, dagger and knife are Al QST ~ GeEREUIA@E 6a6 didnl (2166
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around the neck. On the back
portion of the figure, a bamboo
mat can be seen which is tied on
his body. His face consists of big
round eyes, sharp nose, curly
mustache and beard, a beautiful
heavy headgear adorns his
head.“The Naga, expert in
traditional techniques of war,
moves rhythmically to the beats
of a martial song. “Naga Saja”
is important in Sahi Jatra and
Naga decoration is indigenous
to Puri. His martial dress is said
to be the remnants of a culture
of how Odia soldiers used to
dress. Even Lord Jagannath is
dressed once a year in Naga
attire, in the month of
Kartik.“The main motive
behind Sahi Jatra is to bring out
hidden glory of long living
tradition of Sahis and potray
them all together in one
platform.

bastions and Jagagharas
(Gymnasiums) were
developed to safeguard Puri
town from invaders in
absence of Meghanada
Prachira a boundary wall
which now days surrounds
Shree Jagannatha Temple.“In
local language ‘Sahi” means a
particular neighbourhood or
locality or street. There are
seven very old sahis located
on both sides of the Bada
Danda (Grand Road) and
around the main Jagannatha
temple i.e. Harachandi Sahi,
Baseli Sahi, Markandeswara
Sahi, Dolomandapa Sahi,
Matimandapa Sahi, Bali Sahi
and Gaudabada Sahi etc are
responsible for carry out
grand events. Each Sahi has
its own Jagaghara and own
Presiding Deity. Most of these

various war techniques like
handling of sword, stick and
other weapons. It is believed
that these sahis once defended
the temple of Lord Jagannatha
from outsider attacks. Due to
this, during Sahi Jatra,
traditional weapons of
Jagagharas are taken out to the
street in grand procession like
carnival and where wrestlers
get an opportunity to display
their strength and skills.“Sahi
Jatra is partly martial but more
of cultural linked with themes
of religious mythology. This
cultural festival takes place
from Ramanavami the
birthday of Lord Ramachandra
and continued for a fortnight
and celebrates the birth of Lord
Rama. In another way Sahi
Jatra is a kind of live folk
drama, street play and the most

music bands playing drumss,
trumpets and conch shells
etc.“Each sahi is distinguished
by its distinct flag and were
assigned a different event to
play like birth of Lord Rama,
killing of deamon by goddess
Durga, Ravana lifting Kailash
mountain, capture of Sita by
Ravana, battle between
Parasuram and Lord Rama,
war between Rama and
Ravana etc. The actors of each
sahi wear huge and elaborate
masks of ten headed Ravana,
five faced Ganesh, Nursingha
and of various deities and
demons.“The most eye
catching actor of the
procession is the ‘Naga’. The
“Naagaa” (a tall and robust
man with a prominent chest,
sharp nose and sinewy arms)
are most dashing and they are

~ ~
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