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he Indians, particularly the
people of Orissa, owe a lot to

Lord Jagannath. He is the Lord
of the Universe, about whom the
Vedas are silent. Sometimes people
are puzzled about the mystery that
surrounds the Lord. He is a great 0.
You add 0, with 0,the result is 0. You
deduct O from 0, the result is 0. You
multiply O with 0, the result is also
0. Zero is nothingness. It is also the
fullness; it represents the completion
of a process. The Lord is omnipotent,
omnipresent and omniscient. He is
all pervading and is the Lord of the
Universe. The Holy Trinity, Lord
Jagannatha, Lord Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra represent three
races; black, white and yellow being
the colour of the races. They are of
three qualities (Gunas) : Sattwa,
Tamas and Raja. Jagannath Cult
transcends all barriers of caste,
community and religion. It preaches
the cult of equality, fraternity and
brotherhood. Therefore, the annual
Car Festival of Lord Jagannath is
gaining popularity in the country and
abroad. People of almost all religious
faiths find their own ideas and

concepts in the Jagannatha Cult. Lord
Jagannatha has drawn devotees from all
faiths and creeds. Saints and prophets
have bowed to Lord Jagannatha.
Nanaka, Adiguru Sankaracharya and
Shri Chaitanya have visited Puri to get
the mercy of Lord Jagannatha. Puri has
also been visited by Ganapati Bhatta of
Maharashtra, a devotee of Lord
Ganesha, who wanted to see Ganesha
in Lord Jagannatha. The Lord fulfilled
the desire of the saint, and on Devasnana
Purnima every year, He appears in
'Ganapati Vesha'. The great saint Kabir
had seen Lord Krishna in Lord
Jagannatha and had addressed to Lord
Jagannatha in the following words :
Kabse chhodi Mathurapuri ab hogaya
Jharkhandka basi : Since when have you
left Mathura and have become the
dweller of Jharkhanda (Orissa was
described as Jharakhanda) ? Lord
Jagannatha is the Lord of the Universe.
Salabega, a Mohmmedan, was very dear
to the Lord and has written a number of
bhajanas and jananas expressing his
deep devotion to Lord Jagannatha.
Dasia Bauri was born to a lowly family.
The Lord had extended His great arm,

'‘Baliar Bhuja' to take a coconut offered

by a lowborn man. Hadi Dasa, a
blacksmith was a great believer. It is
heard that the Lord would go to
Chhatiabata (In Badachana Police-
Station of Jajpur district) to dwell
there for a few days as He was highly
pleased with the devotion of Hadi
Dasa. There are many such stories.
It is believed that Lord Jagannatha
goes to Badrika (Jammu and
Kashmir) early in the morning to take
his bath. He then proceeds to
Dwaraka (Gujarat) for His early
vesha or morning adornment ; at
noon He proceeds to Puri for His
lunch and in the night, after

witnessing Devadasi dance and hearing
Gita Govinda, which is dearest to Him,
goes to sleep at Rameshwaram (Tamil
Nadu). Saints and devotees of all faiths
including Nanak Panthis, Ramananda
Panthis, Shri Rama Krushna Mission
and a host of others have established
their Ashramas at Puri. Adiguru
Sankaracharya has established four
dhamas in different parts of the country.
One at Badrika (Jammu and Kashmir)
another at Dwaraka (Gujarat) a third
at Sringeri (Kerala) and of course one
at Puri. During the Car Festival, the
Gajapati Raja does Chhera Pahnra,
(Cleaning the chariots with a golden
handle broom). Except him,
Shankaracharya of Puri alone is
permitted to visit the holy Trinity in
their respective chariots. What about
Lord Jagannatha, Who is a mysterious
God ? Why is He black? Some people
believe that Lord Jagannatha is a great
void. In their opinion, as the colour of
the sky is black and as Lord Jagannatha
is a great void, He dwells in
‘Mahasunya’. Therefore the colour of
Lord Jagannatha is black. Another
question comes to the mind that why

Lord Jagannatha is immovable

Lord Jagannath : The Lord of the Universe

(Madala) ? The answer is that the Jiva
performs karmas but Param Brahma
does not. As Lord Jagannatha is Param
Brahma, He has neither hands nor legs
and He does not perform any karma.
Therefore He is static. Why are the
eyes of Lord Jagannatha round
shaped ? As He is Mahasunyabasi and
looks to the entire world through this
'O', His eyes are round - shaped. What
has He not done to keep the prestige
of the Oriyas during the Kanchi war ?
The two brothers, Lord Balabhadra and
Lord Jagannatha, had to perform the
role of ordinary soldiers. They had to
mortgage a gold ring with Manika
Gauduni, from whom they had to drink
curd on their way to Kanchi. At last
Gajapati Purusottama Deva won the
battle. It is said : Dolescha Dolagovinda
Chapescha Madhusudana, Rathetu
Bamanam Drustwa Punarjanmam Na
Bidyate. If you behold Lord
(Dolagovinda) in the wooden palanquin
during Dola festival, in boat in the
Narendra pond during Chandana Yatra
(Madhusudana) and Lord Jagannatha
(Bamanam) in the chariot, there will
be no rebirth and you will be free from
the cycle of birth and death.

Dharmendra Pradhan
Union Minister of Education

s the nation gears up to celebrate
Parakram Di was 2025, all roads
lead to Cuttack, Odisha
birthplace of one of In- dia's most
indomitable leaders, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. The historic Barabati
Fort, which serves as the venue for
this year's cele- brations, stands as a
silent wit- ness to centuries of
Odisha's history. Born on January 23,
1897, Sub- has Chandra Bose was the
son of Janakinath Bose, a lawyer who
had migrated to Cuttack, Odisha in
the 1880s. The city, with its rich
history and vibrant intellectual
traditions, shaped the formative years
of aboy who would grow to challenge
the might of the British empire. In
January 1909, Subhas Chandra Bose
joined the Raven shaw Collegiate
School, Cut- tack. This monumental
stage of his life marked the begin ning
of an intellectual and moral
awakening. Bose was deeply
influenced by the vision ary teachings
of his headmas ter, Beni Madhab Das,
who in- stilled in him a sense of
purpose and integrity.
Complementing this foundation were

Parakram Diwas: Honouring Netaji

the philo- sophical teachings of Ram
krishna Paramhansa, Swami
Vivekanand and Sri Aurobindo Ghosh,
whose ideals of nation- alism and self-
realization be- came guiding
principles for Bose throughout his life.
Odisha's illustrious history of student
activism also inter twines with Netaji's
rise. In 1939, when Bose was elected
as Presi- dent of the Indian National
Con- gress in Tripuri, he was sup-
ported by many young leaders,
including Harekrushna Mahtab, who
later became the Chief Min- ister of
Odisha. Mahtab, as a young student
leader, actively participated in the
session, re- flecting Odisha's enduring
spirit of resistance and reform.
Parakram Diwas, instituted to
celebrate the stellar contri- butions of
Netaji Subhas Chan- dra Bose, has
evolved into a na- tional festival of
unity and courage. The first edition in
Kolkata highlighted Netaji's lively
connection to the city. where he served
as the Mayor and left a lasting legacy
as a fearless leader. The 2024 cele-
brations at the Red Fort in Del- hi paid
tribute to the trials of the Indian
National Army (INA), marking a
climactic chapter of India's freedom
struggle. In 2025, the celebra- tions
return to where it all be- gan-Cuttack,
the city that nurtured Netaji's
aspirations and shaped his
revolutionary outlook. While Delhi's
Red Fort symbolizes the culmination
of India's struggle, Barabati Fort
reflects its genesis, where the seeds of
Netaji's steadfast de- termination were
first sown. Netaji Subhas Chandra

,.‘ i
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Bose was an embodiment of pristine
purity Like a meteor, he rose up the
Indian skies and illuminat ed the
horizons with his lumi- nous
personality. The humble beginning of
Netaji's journey as an intrepid leader
began in Cuttack; he continues to in
spire the youth of Odisha and beyond.
His life is a testament to the ideals of
resilience, inno- vation, and a fiercely
patriotic commitment to the nation.
De- spite being born into a rich
family, Netaji chose a path of self-
sacrifice and discipline. His
resignation from the Indian Civil
Services to join the free- dom
movement exemplifies the courage to
prioritize values over personal gain.
Netaji's leadership left a deep impact
on our nation building. Netaji was a
towering leader with an unwavering

faith in the greatness of India. He envi-
sioned an India free from the divisions
of caste, language, religion and region,
united by the thread of a sublime
national unity. He said, "Though geo-
graphically, ethnologically and
historically. India presents an endless
diversity to any observ er, there is
nonetheless a funda- mental unity
underlying this diversity". It was his
deep com mitment towards promoting
the essential unity of India that
prompted Mahatma Gandhi to write:
"The greatest achieve- ment of the INA
under the lead- ership of Netaji was to
gather under one banner men of all
religions and races of India and to
infuse into them the spirit of solidarity
and one- ness, to the utter exclusion of
all communal and parochial
sentiments. It is an example we should
emulate." Netaji exemplifies the ideals
of resilience, embedded in a non-
dogmatic and non-doctri- naire
approach. The INA he set up was a
product of his uncon ventional and
alternative ap- proach to secure the
country's freedom. Netaji inspired INA
with three powerful words, which
became their credo: IT TEFAQ,
ITEMAD aur QURBA NI"-Ekta,
Viswas aur Thyag Unity, Faith and
Sacrifice. In the Amrit Kaal, if our
Amrit Peedi follows these ideals of
Netaji, they can help India at tain her
destined greatness, which Hon'ble
Prime Minister has articulated in his
vision of a Vikasit Bharat by the cente-
nary of the country's Independ ence.
This shall be the greatest tribute, we
can pay to the mem- ory and sacrifice

s legacy in the heart of Odisha’s history

of Netaji. The 2025 edition is poised
to reflect the soaring ambitions of our
youth. Itis set to be an ex- traordinary
celebration, offer ing a rich tapestry
of cultural and historical experiences
over three days. Key features of this
year's celebrations include, cul tural
performances, immersive exhibits
and sand art displays showcasing
Netaji's life.Today, the youth of
Odisha stand at the forefront of
preserving a glorious legacy and
forging their own paths toward
national service and excellence. For
Odisha's youth, Netaji's life
underscores the importance of quest
for greatness while staying rooted in
the ethos of serv- ice and integrity.
His early struggles and later achieve-
ments were rooted in disci- pline,
thirst for knowledge, and relentless
drive to serve the motherland.
Odisha's youth can emulate his
strong deter mination by channelling
their energies to make their mark in
varied areas of nation build- ing, while
making Odisha as one of the
progressive and for ward-looking
states in the country to realise the
national vision of development. When
the sun sets over Barabati Fort, the
echoes of "Jai Hind" will resonate,
reminding us of a leader whose life
was shaped by Cuttack's soil and
whose legacy continues to in- spire a
billion hearts. In this Parakram Diwas,
we not only celebrate Netaji but also
reaf firm our commitment to the
values that he stood for, making his
vision of a strong and unit- ed India
ever more relevant.
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