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PATITAPABANA JAGANNATH

Dr. Saroj Kumar Panda

The term Patitapabana indicates the lord of the lower
section of the society. The earliest reference to Patita-
pabana Jagannath is found from the Mahabharata of
Sarala Das of 15th Century A.D. In this Mahabharata
Sarala Das does not refer to the relief of Patitapabana
of the Lion Gate of the Jagannath Temple at Puri. He
refers to Patitapabana-Jagannath in the Ratnasim-
hasana. In the Purusottama Khanda of the Skanda
Purana, Kapila Samhita and Niladri Mahodaya Deva-
dideva Jagannath has been described as Parama-
pabana but not as Patita-pabana. It makes clear that
Parama-pabana Jagannath has not been accepted
as Patita-pabana by the Brahmanic sections of the
society in the 14th- 15th century A.D.

The concept of Pattapabana was known in the
Pre-Sarala Das period. Late Kedarnath Mohapatra
gave an evidence of the worship of Patitapabana
Jagannath in the 13th Century AD. Of course Late
Mohapatra borrowed this evidence from the work of
Radha Charana Panda. Mr. Panda writes:

*Antarvedi Matha is situated near Tribeni Ghat

on the bank of the Prachi river. In a thatched house
near the Matha the image of Patitapabana is wor-
shipped. It is doubted that an image of Jagannath of
the 13th century AD. could have been worshipped
near Tribeni Ghat as Patitapabana in the post Sarala
Das period".

During the Suryavamsi Gajapati period, Parama-
pabana Jagannath was popular as Patitapabana.
Patitapabana Jagannath had the power to liberate
the Patitas (fallens). At that time low caste people in
Bengal became Muslims because of their detach-
ment from Hinduism Therefore a powerful section of
Odishan Society became conscious about this trend
in Bengal and declared Jagannath as Patitapabana
to discourage the low caste people in accepting the
Islam.

It is well known that the Khurda king Ramachan-
dra Dev-ll (1727-36 A.D.) came in contact with a
Muslim girl. As a result he lost his religion and posi-
tion as the first Sevaka of Lord Jagannath. Specially
his right of entrance into the temple and the ritual
duty in connection with Jagannath cult was denied to
him. In order to allow Ramachandra Dev-Il (who was

deprived of this privileges) to worship and have a
Darshan of Lord Jagannath, the relief of Patitapaba-
na was consecrated in the Gumuta of the Lion gate
of the temple. This worship of Patitapabana was duly
highlighted in the Jagannath Charitamrita of Dibakar
Das.

This Patitapabana worship in the Gumuta of Sim-
hadwara could be possible for the willing (78sup-
port of the king to some of the Sevaks who desired it
much against the Brahmanic power which was not in
favour of this type of worship. For this reason in the
Brahmanical texts like Niladri Mahodaya this event
has not been described. Even the composer of Ra-
jabhoga of Madalapan't was silent about it.

The worship of Patitapabana could be very much
popular in Odisha after 16th-17th century AD. The
deity gained extraordinary popularity in Odisha for
the Gundicha and Snana Yatra on which occasion
Jagannath could be seen and touched by all. It was
the precious moment for the devotees to be purified
from all their sins after a Darsan of the Lord. Hence the
Yatra was associated with the name of Patitapabana.
Kabi Samrat Upendra Bhanja has fittingly described

this aspect in is work Kottorahmanda Sundart. An-
other important cause for the popularity of Patitapa-
bana in the Odishan religious thought sphere in the
17th-18th century AD. has been pointed out by H.V.
Stietencron. He states that the continuous and the
dangerous presence of the Muslims in Odisha had
induced the Hindus to July - 2010
isolate themselves and to lay stress on ortho-
doxy. The god began to be cut off from the majority
of his devotees. So they began to erect temples for
Patitapabana as this aspect of Jagannath was then
declared and appreciated in Odishan villages. By this
way the influence of Patitapabana Jagannath was
strongly felt in the Odishan religious thought sphere.
In the beginning, Patitapabana was worshipped
as an image (Vigraha) in the Gumnuta of the Lion
Gate of Srimandir. But after the period of Divyasimha
Dev (1688-1716A.D.) the relief of the same god was
worshipped in the same place. The attempt of Au-
rangzeb the Mughalking to destroy the Jagannath
temple resulted only in removal of the wooden im-
age of Jagannath from the Gumuta of the Lion gate.
Principal, Gadibrahma College, Delang, Puri

SHREE JAGANNATH AND LORD BUDDHA "KESHAVA
DHARUTA BUDDHA SARIRA, JAYA JAGADISA HARE"

Dr. C.B.Patel

The composite culture of Jagannath is very ancient
and vast. The early history of this cult is difficult to
know owing to lack of facts and recorded history.
The Indradyumna episode suggests its origin in a
blue hill or (Nilakandara). Narasimha was the pri-
mordial deity of this cult. Later on we worship Lord
Jagannatha not as a solitary deity but in the form of
a Triad. Credit goes to Chodagangadeva of Ganga
dynasty who popularized this cult. The Patalesvara
temple inscription describes for the first time the
name of Jagannatha, Balabhadra and Subhadra. The
epigraphs dated 1237 A.D. of the time of Anangabhi-
madeva mention the names of three deities as Halin
(Balabhadra) Chakrin (Purushottama) and Subhadri
(Subhadra), the great Triad consisting of Lord Jag-
annatha, the principal deity with His two companion
deities, Lord Balabhadra and Subhadra. The popu-
lar Jagannath culture is a mysterious conception.
Marry distinguished scholars from different parts of
the country have attempted to solve the mystery of
origin and evolution of Lord Jagannath. It is agreed
by many scholars that the Jagannatha cult is in fact
mystery and unfathomable.

Sri Jagannath is not an idol, though it is ac-
cepted by many as an idol or Vigraha. But He is
actually accepted as a symbol. For this He appears
in ceremonies in various forms and symbols. He
does not belong to any faith but He is the symbol
of all religions. For this, the Jains, the Buddhists,
Vaishnavas, Saivas, Saktas and other cultists have
accepted Him as their own deity. In the past many
religious revolutions and Dr. C. B. Patel evolutions
wanted to bring this cult under their fold, but all
the faiths ultimately got assimilated in this cult and

now Lord Jagannath is being recognized as the
universal God. Buddhism has occupied a special
status in this cult. There is lot of controversy among
the historians regarding the birth place of Gautam
Buddha. In the opinion of some scholars he was
born in Nepal, some other think that he was born
at Piprawa in Uttarprdesh of India. But scholars like
P.C.Tripathi, A.K. Tripathi, Dr. C. B. Patel and many
others have argued that the real birth place of Bud-
dha was at Kapileswar in Orissa. This fact is cor-
roborated from the discovery of a stone inscription
from Kapileswar in Orissa. The epigraph describes
that king Devanam Priyadarsi Asoka after 20 years
of his anointment came to Kalinga and worshipped
at this spot, because Buddha Sakyamani was born
here. He also caused a stone pillar to be set-up and
made the village of Lummunitax free. This inscrip-
tion is now in Asutosh Museum of Kolkata. In addi-
tion to this there are also many other archaeologi-
cal evidences which suggest that Buddha was born
here. Lord Buddha entered into his mother's womb
in the form of a white elephant. To memorise this
king Asoka sculptured an elephant, which is now
dazzling at Dhauli hill. All the Buddhist literature has
mentioned the name of Tapasu and Bhalika, the
two merchant brothers from Kalinga to have be-
come his first disciples. In this way many strong evi-
dences are available regarding the birth of Gautam
Buddha in Orissa. Lord Buddha is also depicted
as ninth incarnation (104) (Avatara) of Jagannatha
cult. Undoubtedly the existence and extinct of Bud-
dhism is intimately associated with Orissa.

The above researches have strongly reflected
the Buddhist connection with Jagannatha cult. This
is proved by the fact that the mention of Lord Jag-
annath is found for the first time in the Buddhist
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literature of Indrabhuti, the king of Sambalaka,
the famous preacher of Vajrayana Buddhism. It is
described in his Gyanasiddhi- "Pranipatya Jagan-
natham Sarvajina Virarchitam. Sarva Buddha May-
am Siddhi Vapinam ooooooooog

It is evident from these lines that Indrabhuti tried
his best to bring unity and integrity among the Jag-
annatha culture and Buddhism. Lord Jagannath is
mentioned as Buddha for the first time in this scrip-
ture. The goal of Buddhism is to achieve Nirvana or
Salvation. For achieving this one should follow the
three jewels (Tri Ratna) of Buddha ie. Buddha, Dhar-
ma and Sangha Similarly in Jagannatha cult, to get
Salvation from this illusory world, one should take
refuse at the feet of Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra and
Subhadra. The Triad of Jagannatha is recognized as
Buddhists triad of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. Un-
like Buddhism the Jagannatha cult also symbolizes
non-violence and harmony.

The famous historian W. Hunter in his book ‘The
Indian Empire' compared the Car Festival of Lord
Jagannath with the tooth-relic ceremony of Lord
Buddha. The famous Chinese traveller Hieun-Tsang
also stated that in order to commemorate the day
of enlightenment of Gautam Buddha, the Buddhists
take his remains in chariot to celebrate the car fes-
tival. This view is also accepted by great historian
R.L.Mitra. According to him the car festival of Lord
Jagannatha and other ceremonies have been de-
rived from the Buddhist cult after the Nirvana of Lord
Buddha at Kusinagara. Aperson named Therakhe-
ma brought his tooth-relic to Kaling, which is evident
from the Buddhist literature. It

July - 2010. was worshipped by the then emperor
of Kalinga at Dantapuriie. present Puri. Installing the
relic in the chariot the annual car festival was being

organised. It is believed by many scholars that the
Navakalevara or the new embodiment of Lord Jag-
annatha is also connected with Buddhism. At this
time the Danta or Brahma Dhatuie the original Bud-
dhist relic were shifted into the new wooden deity.

It is believed by many that Brahma Dhatu of Jag-
annatha is in fact the tooth relic of Lord Buddha.
There is a resemblance of one incomplete Jaganna-
tha with Buddha at Bodhagaya. For this many schol-
ars have accepted Lord Jagannatha as the symbol
of Lord Buddha. The incarnation (Avatara) of Jag-
annatha in the form of Lord Buddha has also given
the strong evidence to the above contention. Many
Puranas, Kavya and Poems have depicted Lord
Jagannath and Lord Buddha as one and indivisible.
Not only the Oriya literature but also the other fron-
tier literature describe Jagannath in the similar way

In the past Puri was known as Dantapuri as
Therakshema brought the tooth relic of Lord Bud-
dha. It was a big port and the traders from South-
East Asia brought large amount of wealth through
commercial transaction. From 6 century AD. to 8th
century AD. there was a great revolution of Tantric
Buddhism in Orissa. Part of the Vajrayanic Bud-
dhism is linked with the Jagannatha cult. It is seen
that most of the Vajrayanic Tantra of Buddhism like
Rudra Yamala tantra, Brahma Yamala mantra and
Kalika Purana were prevalent from 10 century A.D.
in the worship of Lord Jagannath. During the time
of Navakalevara ceremony of Lord Jagannatha, the
soulie the tooth relic is transfered to new wooden
image amidst esoteric practices. At last Lord Bud-
dha was assimilated in the form of ninth incarnation
of Lord Jagannatha and lost his separate existence.

Superintendent of Museum, Orissa,
Bhubaneswar.
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