
Lesson 9: The Encrypted Messages 

Paragraph 1 – A Strange Pattern (Loop, For Loop) Noah and Olivia stared at the screen, their 
eyes scanning the repeating lines of data in the Cipher program’s logs. "These sequences don’t 
match any of the previous errors," Olivia said, puzzled. Noah’s fingers moved across the 
keyboard as he examined the script. "It’s a loop," he muttered. "It’s running the same process 
over and over again." He highlighted a section of the code. "It’s a for loop—set to repeat a 
specific number of times. But the question is, what is it looking for?" 

Paragraph 2 – Cracking the Code (Break Statement, Counter Variable) Olivia scrolled further 
down, pointing at a number that kept increasing. "This counter variable—it goes up every time 
the loop runs. That means it’s tracking something." Noah squinted. "And see this? It doesn’t 
stop at a fixed number. There’s a break statement inside the loop. That means the program is 
waiting for a specific condition to be met before it exits the loop." He shook his head. "This isn’t 
just a standard glitch. This loop is waiting for something specific before stopping." 

Paragraph 3 – A Deeper Lock (Comparison Operator, Logical Operator, Encryption) Noah dug 
deeper into the code, his jaw tightening. "Here—this is what’s controlling when the loop stops." 
Olivia leaned over. "A comparison operator?" Noah nodded. "Yeah. It’s checking 
something—comparing values. And look here—a logical operator combining two conditions. 
That means the loop won’t exit unless both conditions are met." Olivia’s eyes widened. "So it’s 
not just repeating—it’s testing inputs against a hidden set of rules." Then she noticed something 
else—parts of the stored data didn’t look like normal text. "Noah… this data looks encrypted." 

Paragraph 4 – Finding the Key (Compound Conditional, Indentation, Decryption) Noah’s eyes 
flickered toward another section of code, indented slightly from the rest. "Wait—this section isn’t 
executing yet. That means there’s a compound conditional somewhere." Olivia frowned. "So it’s 
checking more than one thing before running the next section?" Noah nodded. "Right. And it 
looks like whatever it’s looking for has to be decrypted first. That’s why it rejects everything 
we’ve tried so far. The program is looking for a specific key to unlock the message before 
moving forward." 

Paragraph 5 – Unlocking the Message (Decryption, The Big Reveal) Noah hesitated for a 
moment before entering a possible decryption key. The screen flickered, then displayed a 
sudden burst of text: “Message Decoded: Glitch was here.” Olivia’s breath caught in her throat. 
"This isn’t just a bug—it’s a message he left behind, and he encrypted it on purpose." Noah 
stared at the screen. "He didn’t just leave these messages hidden in the system. He made sure 
only someone who understands encryption could find them." 

Paragraph 6 – A Chilling Realization (Final Cliffhanger) Olivia turned to Noah, her expression 
serious. "If he’s leaving encrypted messages behind, that means he knows someone is tracking 
him." Noah exhaled slowly. "Not just tracking him. He’s been testing us this whole time." Olivia 
folded her arms. "Then we’re not just dealing with a hacker. We’re playing his game—and now 
we know he’s a step ahead." Noah’s eyes darkened. "We need to find the rest of his messages. 
Fast." 

 



 


