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In case you haven’t had occasion to meet any, romance writers are a great bunch. Friendly, supportive,
fun.

I attended the Chicago-North Romance Writers’ Spring Fling Conference in April. What a blast.

My local writer friend Erika and I took the Amtrak from St. Louis to Chicago, which is an adventure in
itself, but definitely preferable to driving in Chicago. Took a wild taxi ride (I decided early on to just avert
my eyes) to the Royal Sonesta hotel, right on the Chicago River. I rarely stay in such a nice hotel, but
by sharing a room with Erika and getting the conference discount, I made it work.

The view from our eighteenth floor room was spectacular!



The first evening we went to dinner with our online writing group friends. I had never met them in
person. When we arrived in the lobby, my first words were “You have legs!” and “You’re so tall!” It’s
always interesting to see people in person who you have only known on zoom. We had a lovely dinner
and stroll along the very busy Riverwalk on that warm spring evening.

The next two days were full of workshops, keynote speakers, a gala dinner, and opportunities to meet
lots of new friends. It was an honor to be at a conference with best-selling authors such as Adriana
Herrera, who is from the Dominican Republic and likes to write characters who look and sound like her
people, and Brenda Jackson, who has written 156 novels and was the first Black woman to achieve
both the New York Times and USA Today bestseller status in romance.



I participated in a huge book signing event, sharing a table with Megan Bannen, across from Jillian
Davis. Folks were excited to hear about my little debut novel with characters who are truly later in life!



On the last evening a few of us strolled up Michigan Avenue, admiring block after block of beautiful tulip
blooms, to Gino’s East for some yummy pizza.

I spent the next two days flitting around the city with my son Brian, who has lived in Chicago for over
two years, celebrating his twenty-eighth birthday!

We enjoyed brunch at the famous Ann Sathers, with its ridiculously huge cinnamon rolls (you can get
TWO as just ONE of your sides!).



It has been a long time since I laughed continuously for over an hour, as we did at the Second City
improv show.

Last but not least, we enjoyed a lovely day at the Lincoln Park Zoo before returning to Brian’s
apartment where he made me some delicious onigiri (Japanese delicacy – look it up!).

My time in Chicago reinvigorated my energy to finish my second novel. Sneak peeks coming soon!

I appreciate your support:

- Recommend Elsie's New Season to a friend or give as a gift!



Buy paperback or ebook (Amazon)

- SUPPORT LOCAL INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES!

You can also buy my book from Left Bank Books in St. Louis https://left-bank.com/

- Follow and like my Facebook author page: Julie Berman Author

- Follow my Instagram page! Julie Berman Author

THANK YOU!!

Julie Berman Author

St. Louis, MO
United States of America
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