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I have three precious grandsons. They live a nine-hour drive away. My experience is different than my
friends who have grandkids who live close. Their visits are frequent (picking up from school, caring for
kids after school or on no-school days, even living in the same house). My visits are less frequent (5-6
times a year) but more intense (24/7 for the week or two we’re together).

I treasure those stretches when I get to rediscover them, find out what new things they’ve learned, what
books or shows or games they’re into, and how their response to “What do you want to be when you
grow up?” has changed. We grow closer during those times and settle into the familiarity of me being
there morning, noon, and night for a while.

How can I nurture that closeness during the times when we’re not together?

We do lots of phone calls (my daughter often calls me during their drive to swim lessons, soccer
practice, homeschool coop days, etc.), written letters/texts, and videochats (always an adventure when
one of the boys commandeers the phone to show me his latest LEGO creation or the spider habitat he
created, or how deep the snow is).

I thought I would try a few new ways of interacting long-distance and share some of these with my
readers.



The first idea is creating collaborative stories!

I wrote the beginning of a story for each of them in a google doc, then shared them with my daughter.
The boys came up with the next part of the story, then it was my turn again. I tailored each story’s topic,
length, and complexity to the age and interests of each kid. The boys sometimes are not super excited
about writing activities, but I’m hoping this clear purpose helps them practice their writing and spelling
in a fun way. Depending on their age, they type on their own, or dictate to their mom.

My grandsons are currently four, seven, and eight years old. Here are the stories so far, in youngest to
oldest sequence. My parts are yellow, and their parts are blue.





As you can see, creative juices were flowing, with some autobiographical details such as getting in
trouble for not doing chores! 

Use these story starters or make up your own. Be silly or scary or serious or fantastical. Obviously, you
can do this with grandchildren in person, too!

Please give me your long-distance grandparenting ideas! Email me at info@juliebermanauthor.com or
share on my Facebook page post!

﻿﻿I appreciate your support:

- Recommend Elsie's New Season to a friend or give as a gift!



Buy paperback or ebook (Amazon)

- SUPPORT LOCAL INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES!

You can also buy my book from Main Street Books in St. Charles
https://mainstreetbooks.indielite.org/or Left Bank Books in St. Louis https://left-bank.com/

- Follow and like my Facebook author page: Julie Berman Author

- Follow my Instagram page! Julie Berman Author

THANK YOU!!

https://mbbremd.clicks.mlsend.com/td/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjE1MTQ3ODgsXCJsXCI6MTYwNTQ2ODQ3ODUzNjQyOTIwLFwiclwiOjE2MDU0Njg1ODA2MzYyODI4M30iLCJzIjoiZTFlN2YxMTdiODUxMDVmOCJ9
https://mainstreetbooks.indielite.org/
https://left-bank.com/
https://mbbremd.clicks.mlsend.com/td/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjE1MTQ3ODgsXCJsXCI6MTYwNTQ2ODQ3ODk1NTg1OTc0LFwiclwiOjE2MDU0Njg1ODA2MzYyODI4M30iLCJzIjoiMWM5YzkxYjZlZTk1ODUyMCJ9
https://www.instagram.com/juliebermanauthor/
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