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Sixth Annual Meeting S

The ONPS Annual Meeting and field trips will be headquartered on
the Northwestern Oklahoma State University campus in Alva on

Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 3-4.

Registration will be from 9:00 am until noon on Saturday in the Science
Building. At 1:00 p.m. there will be a field trip to the Cimmaron Sand Dunes. At
approximately 4:30, a brief business meeting is scheduled and election of
officers. Saturday evening there will be a dinner with awards presented and a

speaker. The dinner will be in the Student Union.

Sunday morning the group will breakfast together and have a field trip that will

last as long as participants can stay.

Fees for registration, dinner and breakfast will be about $17.00.

Members will have already received a registration form and list of area motels.
If you did pot receive the special mailing, and would like to participate, please
call Paul Nighswonger at (405) 327-2752, or Ruth Boyd at (405) 872-9652.%¢

Inside :

Bog Tripping = Wild Orchid finds « Rocky Mtn. Flora »
Two views on "landscaping" (pg. 6) » and more!

1992-1993 Officer Nominees

A nominating committee consisting of Betty Kemm, Tulsa,
Chair; Susan Chambers, Oklahoma City; and Paul
Nighswonger, Alva, present the following slate of officers
for your consideration for next year:

President Ruth Boyd, Noble
Vice-President Paul Buck, Tulsa

Secretary Patricia Folley, Noble
Treasurer Rebecca Ovrebo, Edmond
Historian Marjorie Franklin, Oklahoma City

Board members
for 1993-1995: Connie Taylor, Durant

Danny Wann, Poteau

Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the
Annual Meeting on October 2 (see above).

Copy & art deadline for
next Gaillardia: Dec. 1.

Black Mesa
calendar note

The schedule of events for
this year as determined by
the Board of Directors
included a 4-day trip to
Black Mesa State Park in
late May. We found,
however, that the youth
camp had to be reserved a
year in advance, so we went
instead to the Clayton Lake
area for three days.

Ruth Boyd



Conservation Corner -- by Nora Jones

Bog Tripping

Imagine. You push through a towering thicket of horselails, ancient plants
that swish as you part them. Oryou pluck a floating fern from mucky waters
while you leam about predatory bladderworts flowering nearby. You sample
the peppery nonnative watercress growing in a cold spring and smell the
pungent composite Pluchea.

Dr. Ron Tyrl's wetland plant stu-
dents experienced all this and much
more as we toured some prime
aquatic habitats in southeastestern
Oklahoma. | say "toured,” but this is
too delicate a word. We really got into
the habitat as we slogged along
muddy banks, jumped up and down on
quaking mats, or sank ankle-deep or
deeper in the muck. Everett Laney
{from the Corps of Engineers) joined
Ron in plunging in chest deep to
retrieve submergent plants.

ONPS members know that Ronis a
wonderful teacher and field trip leader.
He is tolerant of endless questions,
and he helps students learn by
injecting "pizzazz" into rote learning.
Can we ever forget the difference
between Virginia and Canada Wild
Rye (Elymus virginicus and E,
canadensis) respectively? Not if we
remember that the Virginia Wild Rye
has bowlegged glumes like Owen
Wister's cowboy character.

Orchid find a highlight

Qur class included Bruce Smith, a
plant 1axonomist and biology teacher
from McCloud. Bruce likes lower
plants, although he did light up when
we found a lovely population of the
Yellow Fringed Orchid (Habenaria or
Platanthera ciliaris). This is the orchid
that won Jim Norman top prize in a
past ONPS photo contest. This plant
makes all the mucking about worth it.

Bruce showed us the reproductive
structures of the Horsetails (Equise-
tum hyemaie) we found downstream
of the spillway at Lake Murray. Bruce
said we needed 1o remember four S's:
the plant itself is a sporophyte, and its
reproductive structures are the strobi-
lus (the cone atop the stem), the
sporangiaphores which bear the
sporangia which bear the spores.
Bruce shook out a mass of green
spores from ripe sporangia.

Horsetails have hollow stems
reminiscent of bamboo. Whorls of
leaves are found at each segment,
although the leaves in E. hyemale are
much reduced. These plants formed
the understory of forests 400 million
years ago as amphibians were just
emerging from ancient wetlands. Ron
led the more musically inclined in a
salute to Pan after he showed how to
make whistles from the Horsetail
stems. Native Americans, pioneers
and modern day campers use the
silicon rich stems to scour dishes
clean, hence the common name,
"Scouring Rushes.”

Another day we went to Forked
Lake, part of the Little River National

Wildlife Refuge. Forked Lake boasts a
fine stand of Bald Cypress (Taxodium
distichum). This is one of but a few
sites in the state 1o have a natural
population, although Bald Cypress has
been successfully planted in other
areas of the state. We were on the
lookout for alligators which have been
reporied there but unfortunately we did
not see any.

As much fun as tha class was, there
are serious considerations associated
with wetlands. Humans have modified
or destroyed most wetland habitats.
Wetlands provide water, shelter and
corridors for many plants and animals.
Without wetlands much of the diversity
of our state would be lost. So getting
into wetlands is an important part of
saving our natural heritage.

recently been studied by botanists,
This is Ferndale Bog. part of McGee
Creek National Scenic Recreaticn
Area in Atoka County. The area is
managed by the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Tourism and Recreation, but
our assistance is welcome. Ferndale
Bog has wilderness designation but
may need special management if it
has rare plants which apparently rely
on disturbance, such as the Least
Pipewort (Eriocaulon komickianum).
Mike Palmer, my cochair on the
Conservation Committee, and 1 would
like to invite interested volunteers to
e l f Ferndal
Boa next spring and summer, Let us

know if you are interested in this
important project. 8

At lsft, horsetail (Equisetum sylvatico
strobilus-bearing shoot, and a strobilus
with whorls of sporangiophores
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On finding the wild orchid -- by Jim Norman

Swink, Battiest, Honobia, Tom.

How do those names grab you?
They're just some of the stops we
made August 8 while searching for
orchids in southeastern Oklahoma
during the ONPS field trip.

*Orchids in Oklahemal You gotta
be kidding!* That's the response |
often get when the subject comes
up. But, according to Dr. Larry
Magrath, Oklahoma's leading orchid
authority, there are some 30 species
of wild orchids that are known to
grow in Oklahoma.

There were 21 of us - members
and guests - from all across the
state, and we had gathered at
Raymond Gary State Park, just east
of Hugo, in order to search out some
of the several species of orchids that
are native to the humid southeast
corner of the state.

Our trip began on an exciting note.
Someone discovered a nice, big,
timber rattiesnake laying peacefully
at the base of a tree. Obviously
engorged with a rat, rabbit or some
other rodent, it only haif-heartedly
rattled its warning as several of us
gathered around for some not-too-
close-up photos. | was pleasantly
surprised that no one insisted we kill
it, which could have been easily
accomplished, so we left it in peace -
- one very lucky rattler. But | digress.

The Yellow Fringed Orchid plant
stands 2 to 3 feet tall, and is topped
with a 4 or 5-inch cluster of about 50,
inch-sized, deeply fringed yellow-

" orange flowers. This orchid is

arguably the most beautiful wild-
flower in Oklahoma. At least, that's
been my opinion since | first saw it
growing near Schooler Lake in
Choctaw County in 1946. Since
then, I've returned in early August, in
an almost annual pilgrimage, to see
how they look, fearful each time that
the boggy wetland they occupy will
have drained and cleared to make
way for the naver-ending, all-con-
suming pine tree industry.

Some of the other plants cbserved
here were: sensitive and cinnamon
ferns, smooth alder, farkleberry,
Chionanthus, chinkapin, cedar elm,
efc.

Back on U.S. 70, en route to Idabel
for lunch, we made a stop'in the
town of Valliant to admire and
contemplate the age of a mammoth
willow ocak whose dimensions so far
exceed those of the present state
champion that I'm confident this one
is a winner. When | first noticed and
stopped to measure this big oak in
February, there were a couple of
young horned owls glaring down at
us from their nest-cavity in the top of
the truck.

During our lunch stop at my

AMATEUR CLOSE-UP

ADVANCED CLOSE-UP

UP winners.)

With apologies to Photo Contest winners:

Corrections regarding "contest winners® published incorrectly in
the Summer 1992 Gaillardia... winners are:

1st Place - David Willard, Tulsa

2nd Place - D.A. Nunneley, Sand Springs

3rd Place - Donald "Chip" Cooper, Bristow
(Above names were totally left out of the article.)

st Place - Jennifer Lindsey, Sapulpa

2nd Place - Ruth Miller, Sand Springs

3rd Place - Bob Lindsey, Sapulpa

(The above names were listed in the article as AMATEUR CLOSE-

Pointed out by Sue Amstulz
Photo Committee

3.

favorite restaurant, the Catfish King
in l[dabel, someone expressed a
desire to see the palmetto. What few
dwarf palmettoes I've seen in the
state were south of Tom, almost to
the Red River, in the Gulf Coastal
Plain Region. So we headed south
among the loblolly pines of the
Ouachita National Forest, toward
Tom and the Red River. But on the
way, | had to show them Bokhoma
Campground, which | consider one
of the beauty spots of the whole
area. Here, on the pretty little lake,
we examined water-shield, with its
gelatinous-coated stems and under-
sides, and Ulricularia, with its floating
yellow blooms and tiny camivorous
bladders. Along the edge was a
stand of bright blue-flowered
Hydrolea.

Well, eventually we did get south
through Tom, where, thanks to Sallie
Webb of Broken Bow we were able
to see one long palmetto growing,
believe it or not, just two feet off of
the paved highway #87! Unfortu-
nately, many of these scarce plants
are being stripped to decorate
various churches in the vicinity for
Palm Sunday.

Suddenly it dawned on me (and
probably everyone else) that it was
getting late in the day and we still
hadn't seen the other two orchids I'd
promised earlier. So we hastily
headed north through |dabel and
Broken Bow, and finally turned west
off U.S. 259 and on, finally, to park at
a wooded bottomland just west of the
Choctaw settlement of Battiest. Here
we had only to step out of the cars
and into the woods to see dozens of
blooming Tipularia, the crane-fly
orchid, and the equally numerous,
low-growing Triphora, or three-birds -
- all of these growing up through a
varitable carpet of partridgeberry.

By now it was really time to go our
separate ways, and so we did, @



(£ "8d uo ‘o))

8y} se awes 8y} Yunoj ayj Jo jey)
‘IS 8y} Jo JojeulLIouap 8y} S BLUES
ay) s| wua} pay; ayy jo Jojerawinu
oy} ‘os|e ‘9|20S 8Y) SPUAISE BUOD SE
slaquiaw ay} Jo jsai ey} |je o} saljdde
8|ru siy} pue ‘sauas ayj Jo uoloely
saybiy xau sy} sl Ynsal ay) ‘pappe ale
suofjoel) om) 1siy ey jo ‘Alanoadsal
‘si0jeu|Wouap pUe SI0jeIBLINU 8Y)
J| 's8uas s} ul JuspiAs Ajejelpatuw
ale sdiysuole|al jelnoad |erassg
‘slejdod pue syeo ay} Buipnioul seal)
AuBtu Ul puno} S| S/2 Y} BIyMm ‘siapje
jo jeoidA) s1 adAy g7 ay) "saaes| ay)

lml
:pajnsaJ SBY SuoioRly
Bumwaijoj ey} Jo auo Jey) punoj aq |IIm
) ‘auop SI SIY} J| “lojeulwousp ay) se
SBABA| 40 Jequnu ay) pue Jojesswny
8y} se suinj Jo Jaquinu ayj Buisn
'‘pawio} 8q uay) Aew uonoel) y

‘Bim} 8y} punose apew

suin) @je|dwon jo Jaquinu ay) ajou
os|e pue ‘jea| Jaddn ay) Guipnjow pue
0} dn 'passed saaea| jo Joquinu aij}
Junoa pue |ends sy} puadsse 'uasoyd
SBAES| OM] B} JO Jea| 1aMo)| 8y}

junoo o) buyos|baN ymolb suoseas
a|buis e o) pauyuos aq pinoys
uoljoadsul ey} pue !pasn aq jou pjnoys

sawawos pue snuab e
inoyBnoly} awes ay} usyo
s) i aduls yuepodwi s)
[ends ay) jo win} aejdwoo
|oB8 U] SB8AES| JO JaquInu
ay) Jo uojjeuIuLB|ap

ay) uswsabuelie ajewia)e
ey} yupn ‘ejeule)|e aseo
siy) ul aJe pue Bim) ey
noqe sjeads ul pabuele
ale saAea| ay] Jey) Moys
Hiim uonoadsu) aso|o ‘apou
yoea Je payoeye sl jes|
2|Buss e Ajuo asaym (g pue
‘8]B]|I2ILOA 10 pejioum
ale Aoy} ‘apou swes

jo uawaoeyd peyuel-omy, pa|jes-os
B Ul s)nsaJ pue uewebueue jseidwis
a1 s| youg pue we Jo [eaidA} Axe)
-ojAyd g/1 8y "Ssieju02 ay} Jo BWOS
uj In220 suonoeyy saybly ay) iseal

PaAEa}-peOIq Ul UOLILIOD Ble 8214} 1Si)

eyl " 12/ 'EL/S '8/€ 'S/ 'E/L 'efL

sBimy ymoib mols Aiea Jo ‘peuliojep

‘paisim} L1ayto ay) eroqe Ajoelip

S1 YOIUMm JO BUO ‘UBSOYD SJE SBAES| OM]

pue uolsod |esjpeA e uf pjay s1 Bimy
ey} ‘Axeto)ifyd jends Bujunuisiep u)

swes ay) jo slequauw jje o) sat|dde

uoslep epury Aq -- AxejojAyd buisn ainjeu ul sulsped

8y e punoj eJe oM} uey)
alow usym (g ‘eysoddo
aJe fay) 'Gim) ay) Jo epis
yoes uo auo ‘biay swes
ay) Je pased aie Aay) )i ()
'sAem ajiulap aaly) jo auo
uj pabueue ale sanean

“Afwrey

‘pebBpsjmouoe eq [|Im enss |[e4 ey} esuls
PeAIesel SUO|INQUIUOS 'siejje{smeu eininj uj

"SdNO {0 sjeep!
8y} psipoquwe OUM S[enplAIpUl O} Sjelowew

snoseuel esey) sebpejmoudoe Ajnjejeidb SANO

Aabieg 1ed
Z)nyos ejle
sdiiud -3'd
uos|eN 8\s(3 pue p3
SAUO[* BION
¥ong |ned
phog yiny

:pung Aejoaeg ay) 0} suoynqLuod
810w 10 8uo epew aAey Buimolo) auy ‘2661
1snbny o1 Buipua ‘pouad ewes ay) Bunng

snowAuouy
vosdwoy) Ayloioq
29HoW Buue|q
SeUol BION
lamod suueap
pAog yiny
:pung Buon
auuy 3U)] 0] SUOHNGIRUOD SI0W JO BUC BpPBW
aney Buimojio} ay) ‘1661 ‘Jaquisao)N eduls

spund |elIoWay 0} SUOINGIIIL0D

Buiob-uoc jo ped ewoseq Asy) !suoinquiuod

ToROTIPTAN UIETUIopy Af50H
s,uosjaN YNy waoiy sBUIMBIP sur] g 1ay1abo)

auo IsIA pue youn| e yoed jsnw am Aep suQ Zinjneaq
SE 8/ Jey) BwoyepMO Ul suspieb ainjeu pajejos| Je|wis
10 JaQUINU B J0 Mou)| | NOA p|o} | eAeY 'Ajjejuapiouy

“IXau aY) U ‘ay] Siy} Ul Jou )i ‘UsABay JO iq ||ewsS

SIY} O winjal ||| ing surejd ay} uo umop yoeq Buiuoo we

| ‘'se A “leqwaw Aynoej e jo 'pautbeun pue |eas 'salinp

8y} 0} SAep 210w M3} B J0j UINjal 0} ‘aAea] 0} ewn) si

1| "eineu ypm euo ale nok buyes) deap ey) esusuedxe

Ajenuaae pue saal) ay) ybnosy) pum 8y} o} uejst| pue

Aj1ainb ys o) ausy aq jsnw aug) "Aiojs

ay) (a1 Jouued Aay} INq ‘sulejunow ay) ul

uap.ieb |[ews siy) Jo awWos aleys o) Aem
e se sydeibojoyd uaye) e ‘asinoo JO

‘pereroaidde aq

0} uaas aq Jsnw Aay) jnjinesq os siamoy)
anuw ypum des s,doysig jo saads om)
pue sabelxes any) |elones Aq pajues
-aidai s) Ajwiey sbeipxes aty) “1amela
ay) wouj Aeme pauin} sAem|e si J1amoj}
ay} o} uapiepy s, pajieo sswlsios
"ydwiAu poom ayy pue sejoifd om] ‘lemoyy
u) a1e Apwe; ussiBiajum ay; Jo siaq
-Wwatu 88ly] ‘Inyunesq se jsnl siemoy)
13Y10 BJe aJay) Ing ‘uNJ} Ul SUC pue

VITILNVHdATH

NVILNID UVLS

HdWANQOOM

JOMO}} Ul INO} ‘'SPIYIC Jo Saloads BAl} 8BS0
| s821) Jij pue 82anids JO JaIsSn|d B Jepun
zale [e1oads A1aA ‘1siow ‘|lews auo Ul Aepo)

‘suenuab ajnog pue

1e|g ‘| 8y ‘suenuab [euciippe aaly) 1ses)

1 pue sabeyyxes ‘ejejueydald ‘snssewied

§O sSeID) ‘s1aM0|) ASHUO @1e )l Yim

paxiw pue |jempaads ajnuiw ay) jo souasaid

ay) Aenjaq an|q ybuq Jo syos|) Aull "syueq

MOLIBU BY} 8Uy| SI8MO|} |njineaq jo esuep

-unge ue pue yjbua) sy Huoje pajeinwnooe

sey [1os ‘ainjeu sapuab sy Jo Jnsal e sy liawl mous

Buuds Buunp sdeytad 1deoxe ‘sxo01 sy Jaao Alybnos
a|qwiny )1 seop Jou abiie| Jou S Weal)s s syl

-fineaq au} o} yeads jim

Aayy uana 184 pue 'ainjeu snouosiod Ji8y) Joj siayouel

ay} Aq pasidsap 'spooysyuojy pue sindsyue| a|dind

Buiioo)q Jawwns aje| ‘18)|e} yanw ay) ese sueyuab

Sy Yum paxiiy “way) Yum Aep [eoads siyj aseys

0} 8|qe 8q 0} passa|q Wwe | pue yead Butamoy) Jiay}

je ese suenuab ay) “Jamoly |iny ut suenusb pabuuy jo

uonendod esusp e 'an|q jo pueq weyjuq e Aq paiepiog
aq o} Jeadde Aay) smojjim ay) uc umop Buizen

's0081|

Auea ay) ul Aiopus) eueisino ey ol ,A1eaoas|(] jo

Aauinop, JIY) apeW ayJB|)) PUB SIMET] UBUM 219 Blem

'puod Jaaeaq ay) snid ‘seal) esey) jo Auew joadsns

| ‘paysigeise swodaq aaey plo sunb eq o} Jeadde Jey)

sy pue eonuds abie) ‘'smoj|im 8y} plwe |los Jslp o uol

-BJNWNJoE UE S| 8JaY) JOABISYA "SMO||IM MO| JO Spuels

asuap Aq Ajisow palaaod s pue pajelnies s| efips)

@y} uo jios sy} AJIAIIOR JaABEq O} BN(] "Mo|jeq Jjoys

ay} uo payosad puod Jeaeaq abiej e uiol o) adojs ey
umop Buipjouy wead)s uielunouw jjews e si 1ybu Aw o)

‘ApejeInooe ) 8quoasap o) 8|qis
-sodun aq pinom §i jNESq 0S MalA B JaAo 1no Bunjoo)

pue eonids uuetua|bul

QOOHSANOW

BunoA e jsuiefe
Buiues) we ‘abpu
{|ews e uo |iejasioy
P12y Jo ymoib asuap
€ U] UMOP pajisau aA||
|lay asuQ ‘sanaloe
Jlayy Jo suswny
jo punos 10 ybis Aue
woyy pajejos Alajaid
-Wo9 aq oy ybnous
ley sem aylYy 8y
‘Buoj A1aa jou ybnoyly
‘g|doad maj luaa
PeuAUl 8ABY | Y3tym O}
8UO pue aw 0} [elads
MeA s) jey) suo 'soeid
paje|os! Ue o} ge| S\
aAoqe ulejunoL ay) dn
payem isnl ea,| -eoe|d
pue awi [e1oads syl
Jo} spbnoyy a4 10U
aie asay) jybnous

‘uoyjejndod
uewny asuap AljoAo
ue Buibeae) eseasip

10 j21ju09 JBajonu
[eqoif e ‘uonnjjod
-12A0 pealdsapim

0} 8np JoUliXa awo23q
10U pjnom uoneseush
aJnn} e asueyd

ay) 51 atay) asayy &y ajdoad BunoA yum sdeyiad

"yues J1aylo| say) Yyum aiuab Apealo
ale pue Age)s walsAscos pue Ausienp seldads
lo} paau sy} ‘sajuoedes Builueo jo aieme ale Aey) --
ojes aq piNoM Il SJUBpPNIS 9Saly) JO 2JeD 8y} Ul pIOM BU)
eAes| 0} ejqissod e1am Ul Ji Buitea) ey aary | "anij Asy)
yoiym uodn yuea sy} Jo eiow wiee) o} Jobies e |je ele
Aayy snoiaqo s1} “sjuepnis se a1ay pasayjeb ejdoad
BunoA Buieinwys ayy o} enp [nybijap Apeinoiued usaq
SBl Jowwns siy) Inq ‘eq o} seoe|d aifiew ‘|njneaq

ase 'Kiojeloqe) sy} pue ‘sapjooy ay) jo wed sy

‘as0[o & 0} Buimelp si SapnjdoH OpRIOIOD

ey Jo edojs wiajsam ay) uo Aiojeloqen] |edibojolg

urejunopy A4o0Y 8y} Je 8sIN0d Bio|4 Uiejunopy Ayooy

e Buijuese.d Jewwns Jsyjouy “sured ay) 0) umop

yoeq pesy pue sbuibuojaq Jebesw pue uawdinba pjay
‘syooq Aw xoed o} awiy aq |m )i SAep mej Liaa B U]

edo|s Wwajssp opelojor

sy uo Aiojeioqe eaibojorg urgjunop AyooY 8y} 1e 3ang [ned juspiseid aoIA
2661 ‘1snbny :senjooy ay} woly spybnoy |



Why the native plant industry is doomed -- by John J. Clegg

Letter to the editor of Native
Plant Society of Texas' NEWS

For years we have been trying to promote native plants
for use in the landscape on the basis on their low-mainte-
nance, low water use, and low cost characteristics. We
have assumed that home landscapes were functional and
that homeowners were rational in their selection of plants.
After years of dealing with homeowners, code enforcement
officials, landscapers, and nurserymen, | have come o
believe that we have overlooked the function of the home
landscape as a conspicuous display of wealth.

We owe the concept of the Doctrine of Conspicuous
Consumption to a turn-of-the-century economist named
Thorstein Veblen. Veblen argued that only a modest
amount of income was necessary to satisfy basic human
needs, and that any disposable income beyond that was
totally devoted to a quest for status. :

*One's neighbors, mechanically speaking, often
are socially not one's neighbors, or even acquain-
tances; and still their transient good opinion has a
high degree of utility. The only practicable means
of impressing one's pecuniary ability on these
unsympathetic obsetvers of one's everyday life is
an unremitting demonstration of ability to pay.

“By further habituation to an appreciative
perception of the marks of expensiveness in
goods, and by habitually identifying beauty with
reputability, it comes about that a beautiful article
which is not expensive is accounted not beautiful.
In this way it has happened, for instance, that
some beautiful flowers pass conventionally for
offensive weeds...". (Veblen, The Theoty of the
Leisure Class)

The consumer of home landscape plants is often the
same person who has become accustomed to buying
clothes on the basis of fashion. Decision to purchase a
plant is often made on the basis of appearance in the
nursery, a recent magazine article, or the use of the plant
by someone in a social class to which the consumer
aspires. Itis interesting that the economics of the nursery
industry are such that if a nurseryman sells you a plant that
lives he is out of business. If he sells you a plant that dies,
he can sell you the same plant next year.

The concept of the mowed lawn has become such a
religious concept enshrined in city codes that its origins are
cloaked in mystery. At one time the lawn was exclusively
limited o the very wealthy and was maintained by gangs of
peasants with scythes and hand shears. The average
person had little buffer between his door step and the
street, where the accumulation of animal manure, garbage,
and chamber pot contents was ground to a fine powder by
passing hooves and was blown into doors and windows by
any breeze. Consequently, the lawn was a powerful status
symbol. The invention of the mechanical mower has not
only made the lawn available to everyone, but it also
employs huge armies of otherwise unemployable people
mowing vast stretches of land for which there is no reason-
able justification.

In summary, it seems to me that low cost, low mainte-
nance landscapes will continue to be perceived as undesir-
able and that homeowners will continue to use their land-
scapes as a means of displaying wealth. The middle class
will continue o toil on weekends to make their landscape

appear as if they could afford a gardener.$®

A Backyard Fence -- by Rebecca Ovrebo

We live up-drainage from a little
pond, in a wooded area. The back-

yard is enclosed by a chainlink fence.

| don't particularly like fences and a
chainlink fence is distinctly unsightly.
We have considered planting shrubs
to hide it but it is in a drainage ease-
ment that leads to the pond; storm
drainoff can come through in tremen-
dous volume; we hear that in years
past several vines and others have
volunteered. This summer, at least,
we've been successful and our
eyesore has become a dynamic,
iinteresting landscape -- almost
pretty.

We planted passion flower
(Passiflora incarnata L.) which has a

lovely blue-purple clock-face flower
and clematis {Clematis sp., some
horticuttural variety) which also has
an attractive blue flower. One vine
that has volunteered is a liny gourd
(Melothria pendula L.) with a little
yellow flower and a correspondingly
tiny melon-type fruit. A secondisa
member of the buckwheat family
(Polygonum scandens L.} which has
a small white flower and a winged
fruit typical for that family. There is
also some sort of a bindweed/morn-
ing glory but that hasn't flowered.

The volunteers haven't added
much color, either because of the
absence ot small size of the flower,
but they add a lot of interest when
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you look at them closely -- and they
nearly hide the ugly metal fence.

We'll continue to add to our fence
next summer and try to turn it into an
asset instead of an eyesore. I'd like
to add trumpet vine (Campsis
radicans L. Seem.) that does so well
in central Oklahoma that it should do
well for us.

Now that | look at our fence in an
entirely new light, there's lots of
potential.

Rebecca Ovrebo is professor,
Rose State Colleg
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Become an Oklahoma Native Plant Society member.

Please enroll me as a Member of the Oklahoma Native Plant Society. My dues_payment is enclosed
for the category checked. Make checks payable to Oklahoma Native Plant Society, and mail to:
Oklahoma Native Plant Society ¢ 2435 South Peoria ® Tulsa, OK 74114

] Gift or Unbirthday
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Patterns (from pg. 5)
denominator of the second, etc.

The ltalian mathematicisn Leonard
Fibonacci (circa 1170-1230) proposed
the series 0, 1,1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34,
55...The numerators of the leaf
arrangement series fit this pattern,
Early botantists seeking to understand
spiral phyllotaxy used this sequence
and the principles of spirals of
Archimedes to form what may be
called the fractional Fibonacci series
used above. Even though leaves of
some plants show considerable
deviation from the theoretical arrange-
ment, they certainly do not occur in a
haphazard fashion, but rather with
almost mathematical precision.

More than a thousand years before
Fibonacci, the ancient Greeks were
interested in spiral leaf arrangement,
and also observed some of the many
other spirals found through nature,
Actually, Fibonacci had rediscovered
one of the 20 proportional series of
Pythagoras (550 B.C.) Early geome-
tricians were fascinated by the proper-
ties of the rectangle. Architects and
artists experimented with rectangles of
different shapes and finally decided
that the most "ideal" one, most pleas-
ing to the eye, had sides with a ratio of
approximately 1:1.618. In the higher
numbers of the Fibonacci series
beginning with ...34, 55..., dividing the
smaller into the larger 55/34 results in
1.618 or close to it. This was the first
*golden triangle” famous throughout
history. €

o the editor: a bit of history

The background on the Wiid-
tiower Workshop in the summer
issue of Gaillardia was interesling,
but stated that the Workshop was
begun and planned by the State
Garden Club with Dept. of Trans-
portation (DOT) participation
coming along three years later.

On behalf of the many DOT
people who worked so hard on that
first wildflower workshop, { thought
you might be interested in the
following:

The first workshop was held in
1977 in Tulsa and was very much
a parinership project with the
Department of Transportation
locating half of the speakers, plus
writing, printing and mailing the
workshop flyers. DOT prepared
biographies on all the speakers
and prepared and printed the
program. A display of wildflower
photographs was prepared and
erected by DOT. The eight-foot
tall free standing panels held large
16 x 20" and 24 x 35" mounied
photographs that attracted much
attention. It was similarto a
display shown in the Capitol
Building that same year. DOT did
all publicity, too.

The program listed the Ckla-
homa Department of Transporta-
tion, the Oklahoma Garden Clubs,

inc., and the TuIsa%arden Center
as sponsors but the hard-working
workshop commitiee also included
many people who were just inter-
ested in wildflowers and did not
belong to any of the sponsoring
groups. [n fact, the Chairman of
the first Wildflower Workshop was
NOT a Garden Club member but a
botanist, the late Anne Long of
Tulsa.

The field trip had seven buses
full of enthusiastic wildflower buffs
and even a flat tire did not dampen
their interest. Tour leaders were
Dr. Harriet Barclay, Dr. Paul Buck,
Anne Long and Russell
Studebaker.

Most of the Committee on that
pioneering workshop in Tulsa
continued to guide the workshops
in the following years. In fact,
profits from the early workshops
were used as the nest egg to found
the Oklahoma Native Plant Society.
ONPS is now one of the three
continuing sponsors of the wild-
flower workshop and as was
pointed out, supplies all tour
leaders and runs the popular
wildflower photo contest tha is
displayed at the workshop.

Joanne Orr,
Beautification Coordinator,
Okiahoma Dept. of Transportation
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! Chapter Notes

The Central Chapter next meets on Oct. 26 for a special
treat by Dr. Paul Minnis, whose subject is "Secret Lives of
Ugly Plants." The associale professor of anthropology at
0.U. has a keen interest in archeological evidence that
some native plants were prehistorically cultivated crops.

Meeting will also include the Chapter's Anpual Seed
Exchange,

Meet at 7:30, OSU Tech. Center, Oklahoma City.

The Nov. 30 meeting will be same place and time, subject
to be announced. No December mesting will be scheduled
due to holiday chaos.

o afi ale of ofs ok sfe 3k o ke

The Northeast Chapter met September 10 for Jim
Norman's wildflower photography, and will announce
monthly meetings thereafter via telephone committee and/
or postcard.

Chapter mernbers volunteered time and work preparing
Gaillardia for mailing -- summer and fall issues, as well as
proofreading.

Oklahoma Native Plant Society
c/o Tulsa Garden Center
2435 South Peoria
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114

amed -
For y. .. calendar

0AS Sept. 25-27
Fall meeting
ONPS Oct. 3-4

Annual Meeting

Greenleaf State Park
Connie Taylor, 405-924-5163

Alva (
Paul Nighswonger,
405-327-2752

Central Chapter Oct. 26 Oklahoma City
{SeeChapter Notes) Pat Folley, 405-872-8361
Northeast Chapter Tulsa
(See Chapter Notes) Betty Kemm, 918-742-4351
ONPS Feb. 5-6, 1993 Mike Palmer,
Indoor outing 405-547-2621 or 744-7/17
Stillwater
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