How does Wyndham use language as a tool of power in The

Chrysalids?

Language as a Tool for Ideological Control

e Argument: Wyndham employs religious language to enforce ideological control
over the population of Waknuk, manipulating the inhabitants’ beliefs and
behaviors through carefully constructed narratives that are tied to divine authority.

e Evidence: The pervasive use of the "Repentances" throughout the novel is one of
the most powerful tools of ideological control. Phrases such as "Watch thou for the
mutant!" and "The Devil is the father of deviation" are emblazoned on walls and
recited by the citizens of Waknuk. The "True Image" doctrine, which dictates that
any deviation from the prescribed physical form is a blasphemy against God,
further embeds this control. Joseph Strorm, David's father, often invokes these
religious teachings to justify his actions, including the destruction of any crops or
livestock that exhibit mutations and the persecution of human deviations.

e Analysis: By embedding these phrases within the fabric of everyday life,
Wyndham shows how language is used to control not just actions, but thoughts
and beliefs. The "Repentances" serve as a constant reminder of the community's
strict ideological boundaries, and the repetition of these phrases reinforces their
authority. The connection between deviation and sin creates a moral panic that

prevents individuals from questioning the harsh measures taken against those who



are different. The "True Image" doctrine functions as a form of social engineering,
ensuring that the population remains homogenous and compliant by making the
rejection of deviations a religious duty. The fact that these teachings are presented
as divine revelations means that they are beyond reproach; questioning them
would be tantamount to questioning God, which is unthinkable within the context
of Waknuk society.

e Link: Wyndham uses this religious language to demonstrate how those in power
can shape reality by controlling the dominant narrative. By framing persecution as
a moral imperative, the ruling class in Waknuk is able to maintain its authority and
suppress any potential challenges to the status quo. The novel illustrates the
dangers of an ideology that goes unchallenged because it is protected by the

supposed sanctity of religious doctrine.

Language as a Mechanism for Enforcing Social Norms

e Argument: Wyndham uses the language of purity and normalcy to enforce social
norms in Waknuk, creating a society where deviation is not just socially
unacceptable but considered inherently evil, thereby justifying extreme measures
of control.

e Evidence: The terms "mutant," "deviation," and "offense" are used with strict
precision in Waknuk to categorize and dehumanize those who do not conform to
the community’s standards. These terms are not neutral; they are loaded with

negative connotations and are used to strip individuals of their humanity and



individuality. For instance, Sophie’s extra toe is not seen as a mere physical
anomaly, but as evidence of her being "less than human." The language used to
describe deviations turns them into something dangerous and otherworldly, thus
justifying their elimination.

Analysis: By defining what is "normal" and "pure," the language of Waknuk
creates a binary opposition between those who conform and those who do not.
This binary is not just a social construct but is treated as a moral and existential
truth. The use of terms like "mutant" and "deviation" serves to distance the
deviants from the rest of the community, making it easier to persecute them. These
labels are inherently reductionist, boiling down complex human beings to a single,
stigmatized characteristic. This dehumanization is essential to maintaining social
control; it allows the community to commit atrocities against deviants without
moral qualms because they are seen as less than human. Furthermore, the language
reinforces a fear of the unknown, as anything that does not fit the narrow
definition of normalcy is automatically considered a threat. This fear is then used
to justify the harsh measures taken against deviants, including sterilization, exile,
and execution.

Link: Wyndham's use of this language shows how power can be maintained by
defining and enforcing social norms through dehumanizing language. The rigid
definitions of normalcy in Waknuk serve to suppress any form of diversity or
individuality, ensuring that the community remains static and unchanging. This

language creates a culture of fear and conformity, where deviation is not just



unwelcome but intolerable.

Subversive Language as a Form of Resistance

e Argument: Wyndham uses the secret language of telepathy as a symbol of
resistance against the oppressive norms of Waknuk, representing an alternative
form of communication that defies the rigid control imposed by the ruling class.

e Evidence: The telepathic abilities of David and his friends are a form of
communication that exists outside the official language of Waknuk. This ability
allows them to share thoughts and feelings without the limitations and censorship
imposed by spoken language. This telepathic communication is not bound by the
same rules and restrictions as the spoken word; it is fluid, immediate, and intimate,
fostering a deep connection between the telepaths that transcends the barriers
erected by society. The secret nature of their communication also highlights the
danger of being different in a society that demands conformity, as they must keep
their abilities hidden to avoid persecution.

e Analysis: The telepathic language represents a form of resistance to the oppressive
language of Waknuk. While the official language of the society is used to control
and suppress, the telepaths’ language is a means of liberation. It allows them to
form a community that is based on mutual understanding and shared experience,
rather than fear and exclusion. The telepaths’ ability to communicate without
words also symbolizes the potential for a new form of human connection that is

not limited by the rigid definitions of normalcy imposed by society. This secret



language challenges the authority of the ruling class by creating a space where
difference is not only accepted but valued. However, the need to keep their
abilities hidden also underscores the precariousness of their existence and the
constant threat of discovery. The telepathic language is a double-edged sword: it is
a source of strength and solidarity, but it also marks them as targets in a society
that cannot tolerate deviation.

Link: Wyndham uses the telepaths' language to illustrate the potential for
resistance in a society that seeks to control every aspect of life through language.
This secret communication is a powerful symbol of the possibility of change and
evolution, representing a break from the oppressive norms of Waknuk. The
telepaths' language challenges the existing power structures by creating an
alternative form of communication that is not bound by the same limitations,
suggesting that true freedom lies in the ability to connect with others on a deeper,

more authentic level.



