
dew.” (MYP 325).  
“A well-ordered Christian household is a powerful argu-

ment in favor of the reality of the Christian religion,—an ar-
gument that the infidel cannot gainsay. All can see that there 
is an influence at work in the family that affects the children, 
and that the God of Abraham is with them.” (PP p. 144).   

 
“Home religion is greatly needed, and our words in the 

home should be of a right character, or our testimonies in the 
church will amount to nothing. Unless you manifest meek-
ness, kindness, and courtesy in your home, your religion will 
be in vain. If there were more genuine home religion, there 
would be more power in the church.” (MYP 327).  

 
“What harm is wrought in the family circle by the utter-

ance of impatient words; for the impatient utterance of one 
leads another to retort in the same spirit and manner. Then 
come words of retaliation, words of self-justification, and it is 
by such words that a heavy, galling yoke is manufactured for 
your neck; for all these bitter words will come back in a bale-
ful harvest to your soul.” (MYP 327).  

 
“Those who indulge in such language will experience 

shame, loss of self-respect, loss of self-confidence, and will 
have bitter remorse and regret that they allowed themselves to 
lose self-control and speak in this way. How much better 
would it be if words of this character were never spoken. 
How much better to have the oil of grace in the heart, to be 
able to pass by all provocation, and bear all things with Christ
-like meekness and forbearance.” (MYP 327).  

 
“Satan cannot read our thoughts, but he can see our ac-

tions, hear our words; and from his long knowledge of the 
human family, he can shape his temptations to take advantage 
of our weak points of character. And how often do we let him 
into the secret of how he may obtain the victory over us. Oh, 
that we might control our words and actions! How strong we 
would become if our words were of such an order that we 
would not be ashamed to meet the record of them in the day 
of judgment. How different will they appear in the day of 
God from what they seem when we utter them.” (RH, February 
27, 1913).   

 

“The Christian home is to be an object lesson, illustrating 
the excellence of the true principles of life. Such an illustra-
tion will be a power for good in the world. Far more powerful 
than any sermon that can be preached is the influence of a 
true home upon human hearts and lives. As the youth go out 
from such a home, the lessons they have learned are impart-
ed. Nobler principles of life are introduced into other house-
holds, and an uplifting influence works in the communi-
ty.” (MH p. 352, MYP 328).  

 

 The love of Christ will not make us less fit for actual life, 
but will enable us to adapt ourselves to the wants of others, 
and will develop highly practical fruit in our daily experience. 
It is not a weak sentimentalism. It is not of that cheap order 
that is earthly and sensual, leading to debasement of the soul 
and defilement of the character. It is not of earthly, but of 
heavenly origin. This love is elevating in its nature, enduring 
and ennobling, shedding rays of beneficence upon all within 
the circle of its influence. God, through his Son, has sent 
down this heavenly love to unite us with himself. “Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.” Let us 
ponder this divine love, that we may become changed, and 
may reflect this precious attribute of the character of our Re-
deemer. We shall be in less peril of placing our affections on 
unworthy objects.  (ST, Jan. 13, 1888, par.6).   

 
In arousing and strengthening a love for Bible Let it be 

understood that into these hours no troubled, unkind thoughts 
are not to intrude; that parents and children assemble to meet 
with Jesus, and to invite into the home the presence of holy 
angels. Let the services be brief and full of life, adapted to the 
occasion, and varied from time to time. Let all join in the Bi-
ble reading, and learn and often repeat God’s law. It will add 
to the interest of the children if they are sometimes permitted 
to select the reading. Question them upon it, and let them ask 
questions. Mention anything that will serve to illustrate its 
meaning. When the service is not thus made too lengthy, let 
the little ones take part in prayer, and let them join in song, if 
it be but a single verse.” (MYP 341).  

 
“To make such a service what it should be, thought should 

be given to preparation. And parents should take time daily 
for Bible study with their children. No doubt it will require 
effort and planning and some sacrifice to accomplish this; but 
the effort will be richly repaid.” (Education,” p. 186, MYP 341).  

 

“To make such a service what it should be, thought should 
be given to preparation. And parents should take time daily 
for Bible study with their children. No doubt it will require 
effort and planning and some sacrifice to accomplish this; but 
the effort will be richly repaid.” (Education,” p. 186, MYP 341).  
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content with nothing less than perfection; for Christ says, 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” (MYP 73).  

 
“Peace and rest will come to you as you bring your will 

into subjection to the will of Christ. Then the love of Christ 
will rule in the heart, bringing into captivity to the Saviour 
the secret springs of action. The hasty, easily roused temper 
will be soothed and subdued by the oil of Christ’s grace. The 
sense of sins forgiven will bring that peace that passeth all 
understanding. There will be an earnest striving to overcome 
all that is opposed to Christian perfection. Variance will dis-
appear. He who once found fault with those around him will 
see that far greater faults exists in his own character.” (MYP 
73).  

 

“The pains of duty and the pleasures of sin are the cords 
with which Satan binds men in his snares. Those who would 
rather die than perform a wrong act are the only ones who 
will be found faithful.” (5T 53).   

 
“We may flatter ourselves that we are free from many 

things of which others are guilty; but if we have some strong 
points of character, and but one weak point, there is yet a 
communion between sin and the soul. The heart is divided in 
its service, and says, “Some of self and some of Thee.” The 
child of God must search out the sin which he has petted and 
indulged himself in, and permit God to cut it out of his heart. 
He must overcome that one sin; for it is not a trifling matter 
in the sight of God.” (MYP 91).  

 
“A chain is no stronger than is its weakest link. We might 

pronounce such a chain good on the whole, but if one link is 
weak the chain cannot be depended on.” (RH, August 1, 1893).   

 

You should keep off from Satan's enchanted ground and 
not allow your minds to be swayed from allegiance to God. 
Through Christ you may and should be happy and should 
acquire habits of self-control. Even your thoughts must be 
brought into subjection to the will of God and your feelings 
under the control of reason and religion. Your imagination 
was not given you to be allowed to run riot and have its own 
way without any effort at restraint or discipline. If the 
thoughts are wrong the feelings will be wrong, and the 
thoughts and feelings combined make up the moral charac-
ter. . . . If you yield to your impressions and allow your 
thoughts to run in a channel of suspicion, doubt, and repin-
ing you will be among the most unhappy of mortals.” (Mar 
222.2).  

 

“Christ has given us no assurance that to attain perfection 
of character is an easy matter. A noble all round character is 
not inherited. It does not come to us by accident. A noble 

W 
hat is true religion? It is to love God with all 
the heart, and our neighbors as ourselves. 
This is the whole duty of man. To reach this 
high standard of character should be the ab-

sorbing purpose of every soul. How shall I love God with all 
my heart? What means are provided for fixing my affections 
on high and heavenly things? Love to God must be cultivated 
daily, by calling to mind the great love that God has manifest-
ed toward us in giving us his well-beloved Son. “ (ST, Jan. 13, 
1888, par.1).   

 

Many claim to love God while they fail to cherish love 
toward their brethren; but genuine love to God will testify to 
its real existence by love to our fellow-men. Those who love 
God will reveal the tender, compassionate spirit of Jesus to all 
that are around them. They will love their brethren, because 
they are the members of the body of Christ. They will love the 
sinner, because he is the purchase of the blood of Christ; and 
this love, abiding in the heart, will display itself by earnest 
labor to benefit and bless all with whom they associate. They 
will yearn for the salvation of men, and will lead others to the 
fountain that has refreshed their own souls.  (ST, Jan. 13, 1888, 
par.5).   

 

We should try to comprehend the wonders of this amazing 
sacrifice. We should dwell on the marvelous love of our Re-
deemer till our stony hearts are melted in contrition and grati-
tude. The love that stirred his bosom enabled him, the spotless 
Lamb of God, to become an offering for the guilty transgres-
sor of his Father’s law. It sustained him in his purpose to save 
the fallen race, amid their heartless ingratitude and scorn. It 
strengthened him for temptation, reproach, torture, poverty, 
shame, and death. Oh, the unfathomable depths of redeeming 
love! who can sound this mighty deep?  (ST, Jan. 13, 1888, par.2).  

  

“There can be no true, vital godliness without seasons of 
trial and grief. We are chosen in the furnace of affliction, and 
the trial of our faith is more precious than gold. (ST, Jan. 13, 
1888, par.4).   

 

The sinner who has felt the power of Christ’s cleansing 
blood, has a deep and abiding sense that he owes his all to that 
Saviour who has purchased him with his own precious life. All 
who have this consciousness and appreciation of the love of 
Christ, will esteem it the highest privilege of their lives to de-
vote every power of their being to his service. The transform-
ing grace of Christ moulds the desires of the heart, and there is 
a ready willingness to make any sacrifice for the truth’s 
sake.  (ST, Jan. 13, 1888, par.3).   

 
“But a religion which is not practical is not genu-

ine.” (MYP 72).  
 
“As sons and daughters of God, Christians should ...be 

character is earned by individual effort through the merits and 
grace of Christ. God gives the talents, the powers of the mind; 
we form the character. It is formed by hard, stern battles with 
self. Conflict after conflict must be waged against hereditary 
tendencies. We shall have to criticize ourselves closely, and 
allow not one unfavorable trait to remain uncorrected.” (MYP 
99).  

 
“Let no one say, I cannot remedy my defects of character. 

If you come to this decision, you will certainly fail of obtain-
ing everlasting life. The impossibility lies in your own will. If 
you will not, then you cannot overcome. The real difficulty 
arises from the corruption of an unsanctified heart, and an 
unwillingness to submit to the control of God.” (MYP 99).  

 
If you have made mistakes, you certainly gain a victory if 

you see these mistakes, and regard them as beacons of warn-
ing. Thus you turn defeat into victory, disappointing the ene-
my, and honoring your Redeemer.” (MYP 100).  

 
“As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it 

becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be done at His com-
mand, may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings 
are enablings.” (COL pp. 331-333).  

 
“But Satan is planning to take advantage of our hereditary 

and cultivated traits of character, and to blind our eyes to our 
own necessities and defects. Only through realizing our own 
weakness, and looking steadfastly unto Jesus, can we walk 
securely.” (DA p. 382).  

 
“Remember that in your life, religion is not merely one 

influence among others; it is to be an influence dominating all 
others.” (Counsels to Teachers, Parents, and Students,” p. 489).   

 
“Like the patriarchs of old, those who profess to love God 

should erect an altar to the Lord wherever they pitch their 
tent. If ever there was a time when every house should be a 
house of prayer, it is now. Fathers and mothers should often 
lift up their hearts to God in humble supplication for them-
selves and their children. Let the father, as priest of the house-
hold, lay upon the altar of God the morning and evening sac-
rifice, while the wife and children unite in prayer and praise. 
In such a household, Jesus will love to tarry.” (MYP 325).  

 
“From every Christian home a holy light should shine 

forth. Love should be revealed in action. It should flow out in 
all home intercourse, showing itself in thoughtful kindness, in 
gentle, unselfish courtesy. There are homes where this princi-
ple is carried out,—homes where God is worshiped, and tru-
est love reigns. From these homes, morning and evening 
prayer ascends to God as sweet incense, and His mercies and 
blessings descend upon the suppliants like the morning 


