
“Self-exaltation is a dangerous element. It tarnishes every-

thing it touches. It is the offspring of pride, and it works so 

ingeniously that, unless guarded against, it will take posses-

sion of the thoughts and control the actions.” (7BC 962.7).   

“The Laodicean message must be proclaimed with power; 

for now it is especially applicable. Now, more than ever 

before, are seen pride, worldly ambition, self-exaltation, 

double-dealing, hypocrisy, and deception. Many are speak-

ing great swelling words of vanity, saying, "I am rich, and 

increased with goods, and have need of nothing." Yet they 

are miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” (7BC 

962.8).  

   

“Those whom Christ warns have some excellent qualifica-

tions, but they are neutralized by all who have a diseased 

self-love, self-deception, self-justification for gross neglect 

to help brethren in the service of God by encouraging words 

and deeds. There is a dead fly in the ointment. They are 

being weighed by One who never makes a mistake. He tells 

the result of actions which demonstrate that the love of 

Christ is not an abiding principle in the soul. God calls upon 

you all to learn from Christ His meekness. Put away your 

faculty for seeing the mistakes of others. Turn your atten-

tion to your own defects. Your self-righteousness is nause-

ating to the Lord Jesus Christ. [Revelation 3:15-18 quoted.] 

These words apply to the churches and to many of those in 

positions of trust in the work of God.” (7BC 962.9). The 

charge he brings against the Laodiceans is that they are 

lukewarm, neither hot nor cold. They lack that religious 

fervency, zeal, and devotion which their position in the 

world's closing history, with the light of prophecy beaming 

upon their pathway, demands that they should manifest; and 

this lukewarmness is shown by a lack of good works; for it 

is from a knowledge of their works that the faithful and true 

Witness brings this fearful charge against them. (DAR 400.3).  

  

Three states are brought to view in this message, - the cold, 

the lukewarm, and the hot. It is important to determine what 

condition they each denote, in order to guard against wrong 

conclusions. Three conditions of spiritual life which pertain 

to the church, not to the world, are to be considered. What 

the term hot means it is not difficult to conceive. The mind 

at once calls up a state of intense fervency and zeal, when 

all the affections, raised to the highest pitch, are drawn out 

for God and his cause, and manifest themselves in corre-

sponding works. To be lukewarm is to lack this zeal, to be 

in a state in which heart and earnestness are wanting; in 

which there is no self-denial that costs anything, no cross-
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bearing that is felt, no determined witnessing for Christ, 

and no valiant aggression that keeps sinews strained and 

armor bright; and, worst of all, it implies entire satisfaction 

with that condition.  

 

Heat and cold are preferable to lukewarmness. But what 

kind of spiritual state is denoted by the term cold? We may 

remark first that it is a state of feeling. In this respect it is 

superior to lukewarmness, which is a state of comparative 

insensibility, indifference, and supreme self-satisfaction. 

To be hot is also to be in a state of feeling. And as hot de-

notes joyous fervency, and a lively exercise of all the affec-

tions, with a heart buoyant with the sensible presence and 

love of God, so by cold would seem to be denoted a spiritu-

al condition characterized by a destitution of these traits, 

yet one in which the individual feels such destitution, and 

longs to recover his lost treasures.  

 

The most discouraging feature of the lukewarm is that they 

are conscious of no lack, and feel that they have need of 

nothing. Buy of me, says the true Witness, gold tried in the 

fire, that thou mayest be rich, and white raiment, that thou 

mayest be clothed, and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, 

that thou mayest see. This shows at once to the deceived 

Laodiceans the objects they lack, and the extent of their 

destitution. It shows too, where they can obtain those 

things in which they are so fearfully poor; it brings before 

them the necessity of speedily obtaining them.  



they have not set themselves in array against heaven's light, 

but lived up to all the light they had; while those who have 

had great light, large privileges and opportunities, and have 

failed to live in the light and walk in the light, will drop out 

by the way. Their light will shine less and less until their 

lamps will go out for the want of the oil of grace in their 

vessels with their lamps.” (MR311 48.4).  

 

“The message to the Laodicean church is applicable to our 

condition. How plainly is pictured the position of those who 

think they have all the truth, who take pride in their 

knowledge of the Word of God, while its sanctifying power 

has not been felt in their lives. The fervor of the love of 

God is wanting in their hearts, but it is this very fervor of 

love that makes God's people the light of the world.” (7BC 

961.6).  

  

“The message to the Laodicean church is highly applicable 

to us as a people. It has been placed before us for a long 

time, but has not been heeded as it should have been. When 

the work of repentance is earnest and deep, the individual 

members of the church will buy the rich goods of heaven. 

[Revelation 3:18 quoted.] Oh, how many behold things in a 

perverted light, in the light in which Satan would have them 

see.” (7BC 961.7).  

   

“You may manifest great zeal in missionary effort, and yet 

because it is corrupted with selfishness, and tastes strongly 

of self, it is nought in the sight of God; for it is a tainted, 

corrupted offering. Unless the door of the heart is open to 

Jesus, unless He occupies the soul temple, unless the heart 

is imbued with His divine attributes, human actions when 

weighed in the heavenly balances, will be pronounced 

"Wanting." The love of Christ would make you rich; but 

many do not realize the value of His love. Many do not 

realize that the spirit which they cherish is destitute of the 

meekness and lowliness of Christ, destitute of the love that 

would constitute them channels of light.” (7BC 961.8).  

   

“The Laodicean message is applicable to the church at this 

time. Do you believe this message? Have you hearts that 

feel? Or are you constantly saying, We are rich and in-

creased in goods, and have need of nothing? Is it in vain 

that the declaration of eternal truth has been given to this 

nation to be carried to all the nations of the world? God has 

chosen a people and made them the repositories of truth 

weighty with eternal results. To them has been given the 

light that must illuminate the world. Has God made a mis-
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And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; 

These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 

the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, 

that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or 

hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 

nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou 

sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need 

of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 

miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to 

buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; 

and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the 

shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine 

eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I 

love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 

sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will 

I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also over-

came, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He 

that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches.” (Rev. 3:14-22).  

 

The message to this church brings to view the closing 

scenes of probation. It reveals a period of judgment. It is 

the last stage of the church. It consequently applies to be-

lievers under the third message, the last message of mercy 

before the coming of Christ (Rev. 14:9-14) while the great 

day of atonement is transpiring, and the investigative Judg-

ment is going forward upon the house of God, - a period 

during which the just and holy law of God is taken by the 

waiting church as their rule of life. (DAR 400.1).  

 

 “The message to the Laodicean church reveals our condi-

tion as a people” (7BC 961.3) and “To the idlers in the 

Lord's vineyard the Laodicean message is sent.” (7BC 

961.4). Therefore, “message to the Laodicean church is 

applicable to all who have had great light and many oppor-

tunities, and yet have not appreciated them.” (7BC 961.5).  

 

“Many souls will come from other denominational church-

es, and at the eleventh hour will obey all the truth, because 

take? Are we indeed His chosen instrumentalities? Are we 

the men and women who are to bear to the world the mes-

sages of Revelation fourteen, to proclaim the message of 

salvation to those who are standing on the brink of ruin? 

(7BC 961.9). “The Laodicean message applies to all who 

profess to keep the law of God, and yet are not doers of it. 

We are not to be selfish in anything. Every phase of the 

Christian life is to be a representation of the life of Christ. 

If it is not, we shall hear the terrible words, "I know you 

not" (7BC 962.1). “The message to the Laodicean church 

applies most decidedly to those whose religious experience 

is insipid, who do not bear decided witness in favor of the 

truth.” (7BC 962.2). "Hear, O Hear."--I tell you in the  

name of the Lord, that those who have had great light are 

today in the state described by Christ in His message to the 

Laodicean church. They think that they are rich, and in-

creased in goods, and feel that they have need of nothing. 

Christ speaks to you. Hear, O hear, if you have any regard 

for your souls, the words of the great Counselor, and act 

upon them.” (7BC 962.3).  

  

“The design of the message to the Laodiceans was to rid the 

church of . . . fanatical influences; but the effort of Satan 

has been to corrupt the message, and destroy its influence. 

He would be better pleased to have fanatical persons em-

brace the testimony, and use it in his cause, than to have 

them remain in a lukewarm state. I have seen that it was not 

the design of the message to lead brother to sit in judgment 

over his brother, to tell him what to do, and just how far to 

go, but for each individual to search his own heart, and at-

tend to his own individual work.” (7BC 962.4). “Many are 

Laodiceans, living in a spiritual self-deception. They clothe 

themselves in the garments of their own righteousness, im-

agining themselves to be rich and increased with goods and 

in need of nothing, when they need daily to learn of Jesus, 

His meekness and lowliness, else they find themselves 

bankrupt, their whole life being a lie.” (7BC 962.5).  

   

“Love of self excludes the love of Christ. Those who live 

for self are ranged under the head of the Laodicean church 

who are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot. The ardor of the 

first love has lapsed into a selfish egotism. The love of 

Christ in the heart is expressed in the actions. If love for 

Christ is dull, the love for those for whom Christ has died 

will degenerate. There may be a wonderful appearance for 

zeal and ceremonies, but this is the substance of their self-

inflated religion. Christ represents them as nauseating to 

His taste [Revelation 3:17, 18 quoted]” (7BC 962.6).  


