
“On the rugged, desolate island John was left alone 

with God and his faith. Here, among the rocks and 

cliffs, he held communion with his Maker. He re-

viewed his past life, and at the thought of the blessings 

he had received at the hand of God, peace filled his 

heart.  

 

He had lived the life of a Christian, and he could say 

in faith, "It is well with my soul." Not so the emperor 

who had banished him. He could look back only on 

fields of warfare and carnage, on desolated homes and 

weeping widows and orphans--the result of his ambi-

tious desire for pre-eminence (7BC 955.7.  

   

“The Sabbath, which God had instituted in Eden, was 

as precious to John on the lonely isle as when he was 

with his companions in the cities and towns. The pre-

cious promises that Christ had given regarding this 

day he repeated and claimed as his own. It was the 

sign to him that God was his...On the Sabbath day the 

risen Saviour made His presence known to 

John.” (7BC 955.8).  

   

“The persecution of John became a means of grace. 

Patmos was made resplendent with the glory of a risen 

Saviour. John had seen Christ in human form, with the 

marks of the nails, which will ever be His glory, in His 

hands and His feet.  

 

Now he was permitted again to behold his risen Lord, 

clothed with as much glory as a human being could 

behold, and live. What a Sabbath was that to the lone-

ly exile, always precious in the sight of Christ, but 

now more than ever exalted! Never had he learned so 

much of Jesus. Never had he heard such exalted 

truth.” (7BC 955.9).  

   

“These are wonderfully solemn and significant state-

ments. It was the Source of all mercy and pardon, 

peace and grace, the self-existent, eternal, unchangea-

ble One, who visited His exiled servant on the isle that 

is called Patmos.” (7BC 955.11).   

 

“The words of truth will grow in importance, and as-

sume a breadth and fullness of meaning of which we 

have never dreamed. The beauty and riches of the 

word have a transforming influence on mind and 

character. The light of heavenly love will fall upon 

the heart as an inspiration. The appreciation of the 

Bible grows with its study. Whichever way the stu-

dent may turn, he will find displayed the infinite wis-

dom and love of God.” (COL 132.5).  

 

“As we near the close of this world's history, the 

prophecies relating to the last days especially demand 

our study. The last book of the New Testament scrip-

tures is full of truth that we need to understand. Satan 

has blinded the minds of many, so that they have been 

glad of any excuse for not making the Revelation 

their study. But Christ through His servant John has 

here declared what shall be in the last days, and He 

says, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 

the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 

which are written therein." Revelation 1:3.” (COL 

133.2).  

 

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the 

words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 

are written therein: for the time is at hand.” (Rev. 

1:3).   
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 JESUS CHRIST THE REVELATOR 
 

“Christ came to John exiled on the Isle of Patmos to 

give him the truth for these last days, to show him that 

which must shortly come to pass. Jesus Christ is the 

great trustee of divine revelation. It is through Him 

that we have a knowledge of what we are to look for 

in the closing scenes of this earth's history. God gave 

this revelation to Christ, and Christ communicated the 

same to John.” (7BC 953.7).  

 

“John, the beloved disciple, was the one chosen to 

receive this revelation. He was the last survivor of the 

first chosen disciples. Under the New Testament dis-

pensation he was honored as the prophet Daniel was 

honored under the Old Testament dispensation.  The 

instruction to be communicated to John was so im-

portant that Christ came from heaven to give it to His 

servant, telling him to send it to the churches.  

 

“This instruction is to be the object of our careful and 

prayerful study; for we are living in a time when men 

who are not under the teaching of the Holy Spirit will 

bring in false theories. These men have been standing 

in high places, and they have ambitious projects to 

carry out. They seek to exalt themselves, and to revo-

lutionize the whole showing of things. God has given 

us special instruction to guard us against such ones. 

He bade John write in a book that which should take 

place in the closing scenes of this earth's histo-

ry.” (7BC 953.9).  

 

REVELATION AN OPEN BOOK 
 

“Many have entertained the idea that the book of Rev-

elation is a sealed book, and they will not devote time 

and study to its mysteries. They say that they are to 

keep looking to the glories of salvation, and that the 

mysteries revealed to John on the Isle of Patmos are 

worthy of less consideration than these. But God does 

not so regard this book.” (7BC 954.1).  

   

“The book of Revelation opens to the world what has 

T 
he book of the Revelation opens with the 

announcement of its title, and with a bene-

diction on those who shall give diligent heed 

to its solemn prophetic utterances. (DAR 

351.1).   

 

JESUS CHRIST THE REVELATOR 
 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 

him, to show unto his servants things which must 

shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by 

his angel unto his servant John: 2. Who bare record of 

the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, 

and of all things that he saw. 3. Blessed is he that 

readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 

and keep those things which are written therein: for 

the time is at hand.” (Rev. 1:1).  

 

Jesus Christ is the Revelator...John is but the penman 

employed by Christ to write out this Revelation for 

the benefit of his church...The John here mentioned is 

the person of that name who was the beloved and 

highly favored one among the twelve apostles...the 

writer of the Gospel and epistles which bear his name.  

 

THE CHARACTER OF THE BOOK 
 

A revelation is something revealed, something clearly 

made known, not something hidden and concealed. 

Moses, in Deut.29:29, tells us that "the secret things 

belong 

 

 unto the Lord our God; but those things which are 

revealed belong unto us and to our children forever." 

The very title of the book, then, is a sufficient refuta-

tion of the popular opinion of to- day, that this book is 

among the hidden mysteries of God, and cannot be 

understood. (DAR 352.1).  

 

The Revelation will accomplish the object for which it 

was given, and "his servants" will learn therefrom "the 

things which must shortly come to pass," and which 

concern their eternal salvation. (DAR 352.3).  

been, what is, and what is to come; it is for our in-

struction upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

It should be studied with reverential awe. We are priv-

ileged in knowing what is for our learning.” (7BC 

954.2).  

   

“The Lord Himself revealed to His servant John the 

mysteries of the book of Revelation, and He designs 

that they shall be open to the study of all. In this book 

are depicted scenes that are now in the past, and some 

of eternal interest that are taking place around us; oth-

er of its prophecies will not receive their complete 

fulfillment until the close of time, when the last great 

conflict between the powers of darkness and the 

Prince of heaven will take place.” (7BC 954.3).  

 

GOD’S PLAN FOR FUTURE 
 

“It was after John had grown old in the service of the 

Lord that he was exiled to Patmos. And on that lonely 

isle he received more communications from heaven 

than he had received during the rest of his life-

time.” (7BC 955.1).  

  

Christ's aged representative was exiled that his testi-

mony might no longer be heard; for it was a living 

power on the side of right. But though separated from 

his brethren, he was visited by Christ, whom he had 

not seen since the ascension.” (7BC 955.2).  

 

“God's plan for future ages was revealed to John. The 

glories of heaven were opened before his enraptured 

vision. He saw the throne of God, and heard the an-

thems of joy resounding through the heavenly courts. 

As we read his description of what he saw in his vi-

sion, we long to stand with the redeemed in the pres-

ence of God.” (7BC 955.5).       

 

“Half a century had passed since Jesus ascended to 

present His church before God, and to prepare man-

sions for His faithful ones. He still loved His people; 

for He came to His aged servant to reveal to Him 

God's plans for the future.” (7BC 955.6).  


