uity deepens. It is evident that Daniel's whole attention had
been centered on the events which Gabriel, God's historian,
had related, and when the final triumph of truth was given,
it was shown that Christ himself was near the prophet, and
that angels of heaven were also listening to the record of
events. (SDP 262.1).

A BOND OF CHRISTIAN UNITY

So closely bound to earth are these heavenly beings, and so
strong are the ties that unite their hearts and interests to
man, that when Gabriel ceased speaking, one angel called to
Christ, who was again seen on the waters of the stream of
time: "How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?"
That was the angel's question, and Christ himself made an-
swer. Holding up his right hand and his left unto heaven, he
"sware by Him that liveth forever that it shall be for a time,
times, and a half." Angels have waited six thousand years
for the completion of the plan; they have watched genera-
tion after generation for the final number to be made up,
and have seen one century after another roll round, and still
the inhabitants of earth loitered. What wonder is it that
when the end is made known, they call out, "How long shall
it be till the end?" (SDP 262.3).

Daniel had heard this same period mentioned by Gabriel,
and now it was repeated by Christ, but he says, "I heard, but
I understood not." The prophet's heart was heavy as he fol-
lowed the history of nations to the end of time; and fearing
he should still be left in doubt as to the time for the fulfill-
ment of all he had seen, like Jacob who in his night of wres-
tling clung to the angel, he pleaded, "O my Lord, what shall
be the end of these things?" No request yet made by this
man of God had been passed by without an answer. Neither
was he now left in ignorance of the time. Gabriel answered
the earnest inquiry in tender tones. Said he: "Go thy way,
Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time
of the end;" and then it was seen that "till the time of the
end" meant the same as "a time, times, and a half)" at the
end of which period the great persecution should cease.
(SDP 263.1).

THE TIME OF THE END

This prophetic period of twelve hundred and sixty years
began in 538; the law of God was changed, and the Sabbath
of the decalogue was trampled under foot of men. Both the
law of God and the saints of God were bound for "a time,
times, and a half" by the power which exalteth itself above
Jehovah, as described in Dan. 7:25. The persecution tended
only to scatter the power of the holy people; and at the time
of the end both the law of God and the people were re-

stored. The "time, times, and a half" ended in 1798. Since
that time the Word of God has been freely circulated
among the people. The prophecies have been studied, the
judgment message of Revelation 14 has been proclaimed,
and in 1844, at the close of the twenty-three hundred days,
light shone from the sanctuary above, revealing the true
Sabbath of the Lord. As knowledge has increased, the won-
derful truths for the time of the end have spread from coun-
try to country, preparing the way for the coming of the Son
of man. (SDP 264.1).

That the two prophetic periods which had so puzzled the
mind of the prophet might be more perfectly understood,
Gabriel said, "From the time that the daily is taken away,"
that is, from 508 A. D., "there shall be a thousand two hun-
dred and ninety days" until the time of the end, 1798. And
again, "Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thou-
sand three hundred and five and thirty days." There is then
a blessing pronounced upon those who are living in 1843
(508 + 1335 = 1843), for the seal has been removed from
the prophecies, and they are understood. True it is that
"many shall be purified and made white and tried," and that
some will not understand, but that does not disprove the
prophecies, for "the wise shall understand." In the time
when all may understand some will insist that the book of
Daniel is still a sealed book. The words of Christ and Ga-
briel witness against all such. "Whoso readeth, let him un-
derstand." "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches." (SDP 264.2).

Daniel's work was over. The story of the world was writ-
ten. His prophecy would stand until the end. He slept with
his fathers, after more than seventy years of faithful service
in the courts of Babylon and Shushan. Men could find no
fault with him except concerning the law of his God, and
Jehovah called him a "man greatly beloved." In the last
days he stands in his lot as a prophet, and the things re-
vealed to him, together with the Revelation given to John
on Patmos, and the warnings sent of God through the spirit
of prophecy in the remnant church, will guide the faithful
company of believers through the time of trouble, and pre-
pare them for the appearing of Christ in the clouds of heav-
en. (SDP 265.1).
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rom the deepest depths of sin to the pinnacle of

heaven, each as a stone in the Master's crown, re-

flects his character, at some certain angle, and the

one hundred and forty-four thousand together com-
plete the circle of perfection. (SDP 257.2).

In addition to this company, who act henceforth as the bod-
yguard of the King, taking the place which had been vacant
since the fall of Satan and his angels, was seen another
company composed of those who were martyrs, and those
who have been snatched from the pit of ruin. And again
there is seen an innumerable company which no man can
number, representing every nation, tribe, and tongue. (SDP
257.3).

HEAVEN BOWS IN ADORATION

The number which would have peopled the earth had no sin
ever entered, is gathered about the Father and the Son.
Christ looks upon them, and in spite of the remembrance of
the fall, and the pain and sorrow which the plan of salvation
cost, when he sees the travail of his soul, he is satisfied. In
the midst of his redeemed church the Saviour breaks forth
into singing. The thought of sin and sorrow is blotted out.
From the nail-prints in his hands stream beams of light
which is "the hiding of his power." Heaven bows in adora-
tion, for the victory is gained. (SDP 258.1).

Then it is that Daniel sees the language of the heavens in-
terpreted. The universe is composed of suns, many of them
mightier than our own, and each sun is the center of a plan-
etary system, and each planet is accompanied by its satel-
lites, a vast circle within a circle, moving in perfect order,
performing its revolution in its allotted time, making, to the
ear of Jehovah, the music of the spheres. The immensity of
space is filled with universes, and all revolve about the
throne of God; all are held in their orbits by rays of power
from his throne of life; each shines with a light reflected
from Him who is the fountain of life; each is guided in its
path by the eye of him who sits on the throne. (SDP 258.2).

A SYMBOL OF CHURCH ORDER

This is the type of God's order for his church upon earth.
The perfect order of the heavenly bodies is a pattern for
family and church organization. Each little company should
shine as a star. God looks with pleasure upon the clusters of
worshipers as they move in perfect order, each bending to
the influence of the higher powers. As it is the power of
God in the sun which holds the earth in its course, so his
power, working through the highest organization on earth,
controls those of smaller power. In the family, children

should obey parents, and parents should obey God, even as
the earth follows the sun, and the sun circles about its cen-
ter-God's throne. (SDP 258.3).

A COMPANY OF TEACHERS

The perfection of this system will characterize the last
church, which will have developed the character which was
looked for in ancient Israel. God's people are a peculiar
people, and their peculiarities will live in the virtues of
Christ, which they reflect; this fits them to become a royal
priesthood. To Daniel the angel said, "They that be teachers
[margin] shall shine as the brightness of the firmament."
And so the prophet had the privilege of seeing a nation or
company of teachers among the saved, who carried forward
the work which his own race might have done. As Christ
was a teacher, who spoke with authority which none could
resist, so the remnant church will be teachers by virtue of
the Christ life within them. It was a beautiful picture, that
last scene which fell upon the eyes of Daniel. So many
times disappointment had been the outcome when the be-
ginning looked so promising, but in the end it is a glorious
triumph. Those who are taken from the depths of sin will
shine as the stars in the firmament. "But thou, Daniel, shut
up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the
end." At that time "many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased." (SDP 259.3).

THE TIME OF THE END

The portion of time known as "the time of the end" is as
distinctly marked as any other prophetic period. At its be-
ginning the hand of oppression was removed from the law
of God, which had been changed, and which, in the lan-
guage of Revelation, had prophesied clothed in sackcloth.
At the same time the persecution of the saints had ended.
Civil and religious liberty were standing full-fledged before
the world, and Gabriel, seeing the freedom granted to man,
explained the effects by saying, "Many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased." (SDP 260.1).

Men living to-day see the fulfillment of the angel's words.
Thousands of miles of railroad thread the globe, making it
possible for messengers of truth to pass speedily from place
to place. The ocean, once an almost impassable barrier be-
tween continents, is now crossed in a few days. The print-
ing press daily sends forth thousands of tons of matter, so
that the everlasting gospel can be scattered like autumn
leaves to every nation on the face of the earth. The multi-
tude of inventions also astonishes the world. Every day
witnesses the birth of some new convenience. "Men have
sought out many inventions," and still the work goes on.

God allows it, that his truth may be spread with rapidity, for
before his coming every nation, kindred, tongue, and peo-
ple must hear the warning message. (SDP 260.2).

The increased knowledge of the present generation is mar-
velous and beyond description. There is no realm of science
left unexplored. This is, that man may be led to see the
wonders of creation, and so desire to know more of the Cre-
ator. As the closing of the Bible in the beginning of the
twelve hundred and sixty years brought darkness, intellec-
tual and moral, so the opening of God's Word has led to
intellectual as well as moral advancement. From city to city
messages fly on swifter wings than carrier pigeons, while
through the mysterious depths of old ocean the words of
man pass, unheeded by the myriads that people the ocean
caverns. While man looks on in amazement, angels watch
with intense interest to see if man will co-operate with them
in using these vast facilities to forward the gospel in the
earth. God, from the beginning of earth's history, has of-
fered life to that nation which would make his Word the
basis of its education. The Jews were lost as a nation be-
cause of the failure to train their children according to its
sacred truths; and when the Christian church inherited the
promise made to the Israelites, it was upon the same condi-
tion that they should teach their children all the statutes of
Jehovah. (SDP 261.2).

THE REMNANT AT TIME OF THE END

The time of the end is the period during which the remnant
people will be developed. One great means for their educa-
tion will be a return to true principles of education. As
Christian education and healthful living are revealed in the
first glimpse given of the prophet Daniel and his work, so,
as he is about to close his earthly career, as he views the
last days of earth's history, he is pointed by Christ's special
messenger to a people who are true to those same founda-
tion principles. The people who pass safely through the
time of trouble, which closes this last prophetic period, will
be fortified physically by strict obedience through faith to
all the laws of the physical man. And mentally they will be
made strong by an education of faith which separates every
family from the culture of Egypt, Babylon, and Greece, and
instead turns the hearts of parents to their children, binding
them all together in the love of Christ. (SDP 261.4).

The time of the end, the period in which we now live, is a
time when knowledge shall increase, and as the worldly
wise trust more and more to their own wisdom, the faithful
followers of God will separate entirely from worldly educa-
tion. Now is the time for the truly wise to shine as stars
whose light is made more apparent as the darkness of inig-



