an emergency. The Lord has no place in His work for the in-
dolent and self-indulgent. The men of His choice were the few
who would not permit their own wants to delay them in the
discharge of duty. The three hundred chosen men not only
possessed courage and self-control, but they were men of
faith. They had not defiled themselves with idolatry. God
could direct them, and through them He could work deliver-
ance for Israel. Success does not depend upon numbers. God
can deliver by few as well as by many. He is honored not so
much by the great numbers as by the character of those who
serve Him.” (PP 549.3).

The power of influence. “Everyone is exerting an influ-
ence upon others, and will be held accountable for the result
of that influence. Words and actions have a telling power, and
the long hereafter will show the effect of our life here. The
impression made by our words and deeds will surely react
upon ourselves in blessing or in cursing. This thought gives an
awful solemnity to life, and should draw us to God in humble
prayer that He will guide us by His wisdom.” (PP 556.1).

The final call. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful bird.3 For all nations have
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the
kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and
the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abun-
dance of her delicacies.4 And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.5
For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remem-
bered her iniquities.” (Rev. 18:2-5).

“The first, second, and third angels' messages are to be
repeated. The call is to be given to the church: "Babylon the
great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of dev-
ils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every un-
clean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth have waxed rich through the abundance of her delica-
cies. . . . Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities.” (RH, October 31, 1899 par. 11).

“Many who went forth to meet the Bridegroom under the
messages of the first and second angels, refused the third, the
last testing message to be given to the world, and a similar
position will be taken when the last call is made.” (RH, October
31, 1899 par. 12).

The warning. “And 1 saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people,7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and

worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.8 And there followed another angel, say-
ing, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion.9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and re-
ceive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,10 The same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of
the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.” (Rev. 14:6-
10).

Individual responsibility. “Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you,8 And will be a Fa-
ther unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor. 6:17-18).

“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not
as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Phil.
2:12).

“You may set to work, and obtain the graces of the Spirit;
but that will not answer for me. There may be forty or fifty
here who will set about cultivating these Christian graces; but
that will not do for the remainder of you. Each one individu-
ally must do the work, and determine through personal efforts
to have the grace of God in the heart. I cannot form a charac-
ter for you, nor can you for me. It is a burden that rests upon
everyone individually, young or old.” (RH, January 4, 1887 par.
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A Call to

Stand Apart
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stablished in present truth. “Wherefore I will

not be negligent to put you always in remem-

brance of these things, though ye know [them],

and be established in the present truth. (2 Peter
1:12). One of the functions of the Holy Spirit is to bring to
bring to our remembrance what God has taught us. When God
gives us the truth, meat for our present day, he expects and
requires us to heed the warnings and establish ourselves in the
revealed truth.

The Patriarchal Call. “And God said unto Noah, The end
of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with vio-
lence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the
earth. Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou
make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with
pitch.” (Gen. 6:13-14).

Noah's call. Thus did Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he.” (Gen. 6:22).

“And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy
house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in
this generation.” (Gen. 7:1).

“And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his
sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the
flood. (Gen. 7:7).

Abraham’s call. “Now the LORD had said unto Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee:” (Gen.
12:1).

Abraham believed and heeded the call. The record states:
“And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for
righteousness.” (Gen 15:6).

Isaiah’s call. “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me,
having a live coal in his hand, [which] he had taken with the
tongs from off the altar: And he laid [it] upon my mouth, and
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord,
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said
I, Here [am] I; send me.” (Isaiah 6:6-8).

Joshua ultimatum. ‘“Now therefore fear the LORD, and
serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods
which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and
in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.” (Joshua 24:14).

“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for
me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15).

Not to follow the multitude. “Thou shalt not follow a
multitude to [do] evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to
decline after many to wrest [judgment]:” (Exodus 23:2).

“It has been truly said, "Show me your company, and I
will show you your character." ..... both our character and our
reputation are affected by our choice of associates, as one
seeks the company of those whose tastes, habits, and practices

are congenial. He who prefers the society of the ignorant and
vicious to that of the wise and good shows that his own char-
acter is defective.” (Councils to Parents, Teachers, and Students 221.1).

The need to reflect Jesus. “Christ is ashamed of His pro-
fessed followers. Wherein do we bear any resemblance to
Him? Wherein does our dress conform to the Bible require-
ments? I do not want the sins of the people upon me, and I
will give the trumpet a certain sound. For years I have borne a
plain and decided testimony upon this subject, in print and
upon the speaker's stand. I have not shunned to declare the
whole counsel of God. I must be clear of the blood of all. The
fact that worldliness and pride bear almost universal sway is
no excuse for one Christian to do as others do. God has said:
"Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil.” @7 647.1).

A call to soften the hearts. “While it is said, To day if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provoca-
tion.” (Hebrew 3:15).

“Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To
day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts.” (Hebrew 4:7).

The source of Christian action. “If thou wilt enter into
life," He added, "keep the commandments." The character of
God is expressed in His law; and in order for you to be in
harmony with God, the principles of His law must be the
spring of your every action.” (COL 391.1).

“At the Saviour's call, John, Peter, Matthew, and their
companions "left all, rose up, and followed Him." Luke
5:28.” (COL 393.1).

The value of God’s works. “Not the amount of labor per-
formed or its visible results but the spirit in which the work is
done makes it of value with God...... He works with a hum-
ble, trusting spirit, thankful for the privilege of being a co-
worker with Christ. This spirit God delights to honor.” (CoL
397.3).

“Those who refuse and afterward repent, do well to re-
pent; but it is not safe to trifle with the first call of mer-
cy.” (COL 399.1).

The kind of people God use. “And the LORD looked
upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save
Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?
15And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save
Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the
least in my father's house.l6And the LORD said unto him,
Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites
as one man.” (Judge 6:14-16).

“Gideon's father, Joash, who shared in the apostasy of his
countrymen, had erected at Ophrah, where he dwelt, a large
altar to Baal, at which the people of the town worshiped. Gid-
eon was commanded to destroy this altar and to erect an altar
to Jehovah over the rock on which the offering had been con-
sumed, and there to present a sacrifice to the Lord.

“The offering of sacrifice to God had been committed to
the priests, and had been restricted to the altar at Shiloh; but

He who had established the ritual service, and to whom all its
offerings pointed, had power to change its requirements. The
deliverance of Israel was to be preceded by a solemn protest
against the worship of Baal. Gideon must declare war upon
idolatry before going out to battle with the enemies of his peo-
ple.” (PP 547.3).

“Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the
LORD had said unto him: and so it was, because he feared his
father's household, and the men of the city, that he could not
do it by day, that he did it by night.” (Judge 6:27).

“Gideon obeyed the Lord's direction, and with a heavy
heart he saw twenty-two thousand, or more than two thirds of
his entire force, depart for their homes. Again the word of the
Lord came to him: "The people are yet too many; bring them
down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it
shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee,
the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto
thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go." The
people were led down to the waterside, expecting to make an
immediate advance upon the enemy. A few hastily took a little
water in the hand and sucked it up as they went on; but nearly
all bowed upon their knees, and leisurely drank from the sur-
face of the stream. Those who took of the water in their hands
were but three hundred out of ten thousand; yet these were
selected; all the rest were permitted to return to their
homes.” (PP 549.2).

“The leaders whom God chose to to overthrow the Midi-
anites occupied no prominent position in Israel. He was not a
ruler, a priest or a Levite. He thought himself the least in his
father's house. But God saw in him a man of courage and in-
tegrity. He was distrustful of himself and willing to follow the
guidance of the Lord. God does not Iways choose for His
workmen of the greatest talents, but He selects those whom
He can best us. “The fear of the LORD [is] the instruction of
wisdom; and before honour [is] humility.” (Proverbs 15:33).

“The Lord can work most effectually through those who
are most sensible of their own insufficiency, and who will rely
upon Him as their leader and source of strength. He will make
them strong by uniting their weakness to His might, and wise
by connecting their ignorance with His wisdom.” (PP 553.2).

“If they would cherish true humility, the Lord could do
much more for His people; but there are few who can be trust-
ed with any large measure of responsibility or success without
becoming self-confident and forgetful of their dependence
upon God. This is why, in choosing the instruments for His
work, the Lord passes by those whom the world honors as
great, talented, and brilliant. They are too often proud and self
-sufficient. They feel competent to act without counsel from
God.” (PP 553.3).

How character is tested. “By the simplest means charac-
ter is often tested. Those who in time of peril were intent upon
supplying their own wants were not the men to be trusted in



