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Synopsis: Out of over 40 parables, Jesus talked about money and wealth in 
over 10 of them. Here are two popular parables that talk about using money 
effectively and the behavior that money can drive us to. In both parables, 
Jesus uses money in the story to communicate a greater principles 

 

Biblical References (ESV, English Standard Version is used) 

Verse Text 
Mat 25:14-15 For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. 

Mat 25:19-30 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  20And he who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made 

five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.e You have been faithful over a little; I will 

set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, 

you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’  24He also 

who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you 

have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have 

not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my 

coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the 

ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, 

even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Mat 18:21-22 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  Jesus said 
to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

Luke 18:23-35 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, 
one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the 
servanti fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii,j and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and 
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put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then 
his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

 

Questions for Discussion or Journaling 
The following questions are perfect for a group discussion. If working individually, these 
questions are great for journal. 

 

1. The wealthy man was pleased with the first two servants and what they were able to 
do with the money they received. He called them ‘good and faithful servants’. Think 
about what God has given you. Describe how you have been a good and faithful 
servant with what you’ve been given. 

2. The third servant didn’t do anything with what he’d been given. Think of a time when 
you have squandered or wasted an opportunity that God has given you. 

3. A talent is a lot of money (15-20 years wages). Is it possible the amount of money 
scared the last servant. Have you ever been fearful about the size of a blessing your 
were given or could have been given? 

4. Describe a time you have struggled with forgiveness. What did you do to be able to 
forgive? Or did you? 

5. God has forgiven us for all our sins, big and small. Why do we often have issues with 
forgiving others? 


