Beyond Proverbs 31 — Jesus and the Women

Synopsis: Women were not considered equal to men by any means
in the first century. Yet Jesus ignored many of the societal
conventions when it came to his personal interactions with women,
even the disciples realized that Jesus looked at women differently
than most of their society did.

Biblical References (ESV, English Standard Version is used)

Verse \ Text

John 4:4-6

He left Judea and departed again for Galilee. *And he had to pass through
Samaria. ®So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the

field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ¢Jacob's well was there; so
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It
was about the sixth hour.

John 4:7-10

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) '*Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
itis thatis saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.”

John 4:11-15

The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 2 Are you greater
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did his sons and his livestock.” ®*Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks
of this water will be thirsty again, "but whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him will never be thirsty again.’l The water that | will give him will
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” "The woman
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water.”

John 4:16-20

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” ' The woman
answered him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; '®for you have had five husbands, and the
one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” *The
woman said to him, “Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. 2 Qur fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place
where people ought to worship.”

John 4:20-24

Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem
is the place where people ought to worship.” 2'Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
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mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. 2 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him. 2 God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

John 4:25-26

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called
Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I
who speak to you am he.”

John 4: 27-30

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with
awoman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking
with her?” 22So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and
said to the people, 2 “Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did.
Can this be the Christ?” 3°They went out of the town and were coming to
him.

Mark 5:25-34

2 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve
years, % and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had
spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. ? She
had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his garment. 2For she said, “If | touch even his garments, |
will be made well.” 2 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she
feltin her body that she was healed of her disease. 3°And Jesus,
perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately
turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 3 And
his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and
yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32And he looked around to see who had
done it. ¥ But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in
fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole
truth. 3*And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace, and be healed of your disease.”

2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came
to him, and he sat down and taught them. ® The scribes and the Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the
midst  they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act
of adultery. ®* Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such
women. So what do you say?” ® This they said to test him, that they might
have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with
his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up
and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to
throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the
ground. ° But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning
with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing
before him. '° Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they?
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Has no one condemned you?” "' She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus
said, “Neither do | condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”

Questions for Discussion or Journaling

The following questions are perfect for a group discussion. If working individually, these
questions are great for journal.

1. Men and women were not seen as equals in first century society. Things have
changed somewhat but are there areas where women in 21°t century society are
viewed unequally.

2. What do you think Jesus wrote in the sand when the men brought the women
accused of adultery to him?

3. How would you feel if you met a stranger who knew you, like Jesus knew all about
the woman at the well?

4. Think of all of the people in the crowd who touched Jesus. Why was only the woman
with the issue of blood healed?

5. Ifwomen were not considered reliable witnesses in courts of law, why do you think
that Jesus chose Mary Magdalene to be the first witness to his resurrection?



