Beyond Proverbs 31 — Sister! Sister!

Synopsis: Mary and Martha were the sisters of Lazarus (who was raised from
|| the dead). Actually, both sisters are mentioned in the Gospels more than

1% their brother. The good think about the sisters is that they are real women,
i | just like you and me.

Biblical References (ESV, English Standard Version is used)

Verse \ Text

Luke 10:38-42

38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her house. *®* And she had a sister
called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 4°But
Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and
said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell
her then to help me.” ' But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you
are anxious and troubled about many things, “2but one thing is
necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken
away from her.”

John 12:1-8

“Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where
Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a
dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
reclining with him at table. 3*Mary therefore took a pound of expensive
ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped
his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to
betray him), said, ®“Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred
denarii and given to the poor?” ®He said this, not because he cared about
the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag
he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her
alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8For the poor you
always have with you, but you do not always have me.”

John 11:3-4

“So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But
when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

John11:11-16

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him.” '2The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will

recover.” ¥*Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he
meant taking rest in sleep. *Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has
died, ®*and for your sake | am glad that | was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
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John 11:20-27

“So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
but Mary remained seated in the house. 2' Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now | know
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2 Martha said to him, “l know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2 Jesus said to her, “I
am the resurrection and the life.[? Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

John 11:39-44

Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead
four days.” 4% Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?” 4 So they took away the stone. And

Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard
me. 2] knew that you always hear me, but | said this on account of the
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” “*When
he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out.” “*The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Questions for Discussion or Journaling

The following questions are perfect for a group discussion. If working individually, these

questions are great for journal.

1. Martha was a believer but she focused on the wrong thing. She was preoccupied

with busyness and hospitality. How easy is it to focus on what seems important

moreso than what really is important?

2. Mary listened to the Lord even though that meant ignoring a lot of preparation and
busy work. Jesus says she made the right choice. Is that the choice you would have

made?

3. Doyou see yourself as more of a Mary or Martha?
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4. Mary and Martha believed that Jesus could have saved their brother had he arrived
earlier. Even after his death, despite their frustration, they still believed. Would it
have been understandable if they didn’t?

5. Jesus was like us. He showed his humanity when he wept with the sisters for
Lazarus. Think of a time in your life when you needed Jesus’s humanity, his
understanding.



