Beyond Proverbs 31 — Old Testament Women

&

Synopsis: The Old Testament is filled with diverse and dynamic real (not
perfect) women. They run the gamut from the first woman to a heroic
prostitute to a brave queen. We 21 Century woman can see ourselves and
learn something from each woman

Biblical References (ESV, English Standard Version is used)

Verse

Eve

\ Text

Gen 2:23

“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

Gen 3:1-5

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the Lord God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘Youa shall not eat of any
tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat
of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of
the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you
touch it, lest you die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. °*For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Gen 3:8-13

8And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool°of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden-°But

the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?"?1°And
he said, “l heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked, and | hid myself.” ""He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you
not to eat?” '?The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” *Then the Lord God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

Gen 3:16

To the woman he said, “l will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in
pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary tof your
husband, but he shall rule over you.”

Miriam

Exo 15:20-21

2Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in
her hand, and all the women went out after her with tambourines and
dancing. 2 And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has
triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the
sea.”
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Num 12:1-2

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman.2And they
said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not
spoken through us also?” And the Lord heard it.

Num 12:4-8

4And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, “Come
out, you three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of them came

out. *And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the
entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came
forward. 8And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, |
the Lord make myself known to him in a vision; | speak with himin a
dream. ’Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my

house. 8With him | speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and notin riddles,
and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to
speak against my servant Moses?

Rahab

Jos 2:1-14

And Joshua the son of Nun senta two men secretly from Shittim as
spies, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” And they went and
came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged
there. 2And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have
come here tonight to search out the land.” 3Then the king of Jericho sent
to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who
entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land.” “But
the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said,
“True, the men came to me, but | did not know where they were

from. SAnd when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went
out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will
overtake them.” ®But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them
with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. ’So the men
pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the
gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out.

8Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof %and said to
the men, “l know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear
of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt
away before you. °For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of
the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to
the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and
Og, whom you devoted to destruction. ""And as soon as we heard it, our
hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you,
for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth
beneath. 2Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that, as | have
dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house,
and give me a sure sign "*that you will save alive my father and mother,
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my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our
lives from death.” "And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to
death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the Lord gives
us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”

Jos 6:25

But Rahab the prostitute and her father’s household and all who
belonged to her, Joshua saved alive. And she has lived in Israel to this
day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out
Jericho.

Mat 1:5-6

Sand Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed
by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the
king.

Heb 11:31

By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not
killed with those who were disobedient.

Ruth

Ruth 1:16-18

But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following
you. For where you go | will go, and where you lodge | will lodge. Your
people shall be my people, and your God my God. "Where you die | will
die, and there will | be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if
anything but death parts me from you.” '®8And when Naomi saw that she
was determined to go with her, she said no more.

Ruth 2:11

Boaz said, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the
death of your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left your
father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you
did not know before.”

Ruth 3:3-4

Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and go down
to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until
he has finished eating and drinking.  But when he lies down, observe the
place where he lies. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he
will tell you what to do.”

Ruth 3:10-13

And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have
made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone
after young men, whether poor or rich. "And now, my daughter, do not
fear. | will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know
that you are a worthy woman. '?And now it is true that | am a redeemer.
Yet there is a redeemer nearer than |. *Remain tonight, and in the
morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing
toredeem you, then, as the Lord lives, | will redeem you. Lie down until
the morning.”

Esther

Esther 2:14

In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to
the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who was
in charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the king again,
unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.
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the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and
Esther 2:17 favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown
on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

Haman went to the king. “Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is
a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in
all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of
every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not
to the king's profit to tolerate them. If it please the king, let it be decreed
Esther 3:8-11 | that they be destroyed, and | will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the
hands of those who have charge of the king's business, that they may
put itinto the king's treasuries.” *So the king took his signet ring from
his hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the
enemy of the Jews. And the king said to Haman, “The money is given to
you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.”

“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that
if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without
being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to
whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as
2And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. "*Then Mordecai told
them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace
you will escape any more than all the other Jews. "“For if you keep silent
at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as

this?” ®Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, ' “Go, gather all the
Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or
drink for three days, night or day. | and my young women will also fast as
you do. Then | will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if |
perish, | perish.”for me, | have not been called to come in to the king
these thirty days.”

Esther 4:11-16

And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won
favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was
in his hand. Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the

Esther 5:2-4 scepter. 3And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is
your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” *And
Esther said, “If it please the king,? let the king and Haman come today to
a feast that | have prepared for the king.”

So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to
the man whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself,
“Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” 7And Haman
Ester 6:6-9 said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8let royal
robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that the king
has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. °And let the robes
and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials.
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Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them
lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before
him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.””

Questions for Discussion or Journaling

The following questions are perfect for a group discussion. If working individually, these
questions are great for journal.

1. Ifthe Bible spoke more about Eve, what would you have liked to know about her?

2. What do you think Miriam thought about during that week she was struck with
leprosy?

3. What does it say that Rahab is part of the lineage of Christ?

4. Ruth’s reputation proceeded her. Boaz was told of Ruth’s loyalty to Naomi and was
impressed. How important is having a good reputation that speaks for you?

5. Esther could have easily said No and saved herself. Why do you think she took on
this task that could have cost her life?



