
FIRST READING – December 16, 2025			COUNCIL NO. 105
SECOND READING – January 13, 2026			SPONSOR: Mayor Radeff 	
THIRD READING - _______________			ORDINANCE NO._________

CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF SHEFFIELD LAKE, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO

	The City Council (the “Council”) of City of Sheffield Lake, Lorain County, Ohio (the “City”), met in regular session on ___________________, 2025, at 7:00 p.m., in Council Chambers at the Sheffield Lake City Hall, 609 Harris Road, Sheffield Lake, Ohio 44054, with the following members present:


	M__. _______________ introduced the following ordinance and moved its passage:

[bookmark: _Hlk216444338]AN ORDINANCE TO PROCEED TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL TAX IN EXCESS OF THE TEN MILL LIMITATION ON BEHALF OF THE LORAIN PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM FOR CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE LORAIN PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

(R.C. Sections 5705.03, 5705.19(D) and 5705.25)

[bookmark: _Hlk181339288]	WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees of the Lorain Public Library System (the “Library”), a public library with a branch located in City of Sheffield Lake, Lorain County, Ohio  (the “City”), has passed an ordinance requesting the City to seek voter approval of an additional tax in excess of the ten-mill limitation for current expenses of the Domonkas Branch of the Lorain Public Library System in the amount of 2.20 mills for each $1 of taxable value for five years (the “Levy”); and 

	WHEREAS, the County Auditor of Lorain County, Ohio (the “County Auditor”) has certified to the Council that the dollar amount of revenue that would be generated by the Levy, rounded to the nearest $1 and calculated assuming the taxable value of the City remains constant throughout the life of the Levy, is $588,830, based on the current total taxable value of the City of $267,650,210; and

	WHEREAS, the County Auditor has also certified to the Council that the amount of the Levy expressed in dollars, rounded to the nearest dollar, for each $100,000 of the “county auditor’s market value” (as defined in Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.01(P)), is $77 (the “Estimated Cost”);

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of City of Sheffield Lake, Lorain County, Ohio, that, two-thirds of all of the members elected thereto concurring: 

	Section 1.	The Council declares that the amount of taxes which may be raised within the ten-mill limitation will be insufficient to provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the City.  The Council hereby determines to proceed with the submission of the question of the Levy to the electors of the City, at the rate of 2.20 mills for each $1 of taxable value for five years, for the benefit of the Lorain Public Library System,  including a branch library located in the City, for the purpose of providing current expenses, which the County Auditor has certified at the Estimated Cost for each $100,000 of the county auditor’s market value.

	Section 2.	As authorized by Ohio Revised Code Sections 5705.19(D), the question of such Levy shall be submitted to all of the electors in the entire territory of the City at the election to be held therein on May 5, 2026.  All of the territory of the City is in Lorain County, Ohio.  The Library shall reimburse the City for costs of the election as certified by the Board of Elections of Lorain County.

	Section 3.	Such additional tax levy shall be at a rate not exceeding 2.20 mills for each $1 of taxable value for five years.

	Section 4.	Such Levy shall be placed upon the tax list and duplicate in the entire City for the tax year commencing in 2026, first due in calendar year 2027, if a majority of the electors voting thereon vote in favor thereof.
	Section 5.	The form of the ballot to be used as said election shall be substantially as follows:  

	An additional tax for the benefit of the Lorain Public Library System, including the Domonkas Branch, for the purpose of providing current expenses, that the county auditor estimates will collect $588,830 annually, at a rate not exceeding 2.20 mills for each $1 of taxable value, which amounts to $77 for each $100,000 of the county auditor’s market value, for five years, commencing in 2026, first due in calendar year 2027.

	
	  FOR THE TAX LEVY
	

	
	  AGAINST THE TAX LEVY
	


	Section 6. 	This Council finds, determines and declares that the levy of the tax, if approved by the electors, is necessary to the proper furnishing and rendering of free public library services in the City and for the residents of the City.	

	Section 7.	Pursuant to Section 3375.42, Ohio Revised Code, this City hereby finds and determines it to be necessary to enter into an agreement with the Library relating to the operation of the Domonkas Branch of the Library and to the use of the proceeds of the tax levy to be voted on by the electors as contemplated in this ordinance and of other funds available for the operation of the Domonkas Branch of the Library.  That agreement shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A (the “Agreement”).

	Section 8.	The Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A, with such changes therein as are not inconsistent with this ordinance and not substantially adverse to the Council as shall be approved by the officers executing the Agreement; provided that the approval of those changes by those officers, and their character as not being substantially adverse to the Council, shall be evidenced conclusively by their execution of that Agreement.

	Section 9.	The Mayor and the Director of Finance of the City are hereby authorized and directed, for and in the name and on behalf of the City, to execute and deliver the Agreement in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.

	Section 10.	The Clerk of Council shall be and is hereby directed to certify, not later than February 4, 2026 (which date is not less than 90 days prior to the Election Date), to the Board of Elections of Lorain County, Ohio, a copy of the Ordinance of Necessity and a copy of this Ordinance together with the certificate of the County Auditor certifying the current total taxable value of the City, the estimated property tax revenue that will be produced by the Levy based on such total taxable value, and the amount of the Levy expressed in dollars for each $100,000 of the county auditor’s market value, not later than February 4, 2026.  

	Section 11.	It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the passage of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

	Section 12.	This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure made necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio and for the further reason that this ordinance is required to be immediately effective so that it can be timely filed with the Board of Elections in order to submit the levy to the electors on May 5, 2026, wherefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its adoption and approval by the Mayor.
	
	M_. _________________ seconded the motion and, after discussion, a roll call vote was taken and the results were:
	Ayes: 		

             Nays:		

	
PASSED THIS __________ DAY OF ________________________, 2025.

			Yea	Nay	Not Voting
Rick Rosso		____	____	____			_________________________
Mark Cizl		____	____	____			MAYOR
Rosa Gee		____	____	____			Rocky Radeff
Steve Kovach	____	____	____
Leanna Stark	____	____	____			_________________________
Cindy Petrucci	____	____	____			PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
Bill Wtulich, Jr.		____	____	____			Rick Rosso
Romolo DeBottis	____	____	____
				
								_________________________
								CLERK OF COUNCIL
								Brandy Randolph
I, Brandy Randolph, duly appointed Clerk of Council
of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that
this is a true and exact copy of Ordinance#_________.
PASSED___________________, 2025.




