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INFORMATION:
NAMING YOUR ART WORK
What Makes a Good Title?
Titling your artwork is a challenge because you have several potentially conflicting goals with a good title:
· A good title will provide insight into your inspiration for the artwork and may help the artwork tell its story.
· A good title will leave room for the viewer to bring his or her own meaning and interpretation to the artwork.
Additionally, a good title will
· be memorable and catchy
· be original (or at least as original as anything can be in a world where nothing is ever truly new)
· not be too cheesy

How to Come Up with Titles
· Start with the obvious – if there are elements in the artwork that are key focal points, use those elements as a jumping off point.
· Was there a driving emotion or inspiration that lead you to create the work? If so, try and draw a title from that inspiration.
· Is there an underlying story behind the work? Try to clue the buyer into the story with your title.
· Try to put yourself in your viewer’s shoes – what will they see when they look at the work? What do you want them to focus on?
· Keep it short. While there are obviously exceptions, if you need a 30 word title, you are probably doing something wrong (and maybe you should have become and author instead of artist!)
Coming Up with Titles Can Become More Difficult over Time
This all sounds great in theory and will work for the first dozen or so pieces an artist creates, but what about after you’ve created hundreds of pieces? Eventually you are going to run out of creative, unique titles. To combat this issue, try to come up with a naming system. I’ve known artists who look to poetry or mythology for inspiration. Having a dictionary and thesaurus around can help. Get help – ask someone close to you.

Here are some tips for naming your artwork:
· Consider your inspiration: What prompted you to create this piece? Did it come from a place, a feeling, a memory, or an idea? 
· Think about the emotions it evokes: What feelings or sensations does the artwork bring to mind? Use those feelings to inspire your title  
· Make it memorable and unique: A good title should stand out and leave a lasting impression.
· Leave room for interpretation: Allow viewers to bring their own meanings and perspectives to the artwork.
· Don't be overly descriptive: While a title can hint at the artwork's subject matter, it should also be concise and intriguing 
· Use descriptive words: If you're struggling, start by writing down words that come to mind when you look at the artwork.
· Consider a thesaurus: Use a thesaurus to find synonyms and variations on your descriptive words. 
· Don't be afraid to be literal: Sometimes, a simple and direct title is the best approach.
· Play with language: Consider using metaphors, similes, or other figures of speech. 
· Ask for feedback: Get input from friends, family, or other artists to see what they think of your title ideas. 
· Use online title generators: There are many free online tools that can help you generate title ideas. 
· Don't overthink it: If you're stuck, remember that a title is just one element of your artwork and doesn't need to be perfect.

SANDY’S TIP FOR NAMING HER ARTWORK:
When you see or think of a phrase or a /couple of descriptive word/s, write them into a notebook for later reference – or if you see them, photograph them.  Sandy has hundreds of titles in a small notebook that she uses to name her work. 
Thanks for this tip Sandy 

LINKS:
Kurt Schwitters link (Influenced Sandy’s work)
https://www.artic.edu/artists/36584/kurt-schwitters
Donna Watson link (Influenced Sandy’s work)
https://www.donnawatsonart.com/
Lucie Davison link
https://www.gravisonart.com/lucie-davison
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Collage History

20th -21st century 







Contemporary Art Magazine: 25 top collage artists





Picasso:

Still-life with Chair Caning, Spring  from 1912

Printed oil cloth and rope







John Baldessari

Intersection Series: Woman (With Cigarette) and Weight Lifter (Maquette), 2002.

Digital prints with crayon and tape on graph paper 







David Hockney
 
Pear Blossom, 1986

Photo collage: 

fragments a scene in several pieces, more like how the eyes see 







Man Ray

Les Filles des Noix, 1941

Absurd, surreal encounters  within the image 







Martha Rosler


Photo op, 2004

Contrast between the horrors of war and women’s domestic lives 







Max Ernst

The Chinese Nightingale,  1920







KaraWalker

Replacement Parts, 2021 

Explores race, gender and sexuality
Oil stick on paper and Flashe on cut paper 







Richard Hamilton

English pop artist 

Just what is it that makes today’s homes so different, so appealing? 1956

 
 







Barbara Kruger

American 

Your gaze hits the side of my face, 1981







Wangechi Mutu

Mask, 2006

Distorted human figures and forms

Fights vs inequality







Bruce Conner 

The Pianoforte Sisters

1992. 







Goshka Macuga

Polish 

Madness and Ritual  2014

Questions issues of our time and political structures








Nancy Spero
American 

Two Step, 1996

 Fights racism, violence, sexism.
Women as heroes not victims







Leon Ferrari 

Argentinian 1987

Subversive examination of power dynamics and social hierarchies –religious and state 








David Maljkovic 
Croatian- 2014

 150x 100 cms –collage inkjet prints

Examines his history under Tito’s regime in Yugoslavia 







Kurt Schwitters 
 German

For Holy Days, 1947 

Assemblage of found materials and trash 








Hannah Koch 


German

 Self portrayal, 1930







Georges Braque
 Fruit Dish and Glass, 1912
 Charcoal and cut-and-pasted printed wallpaper with gouache on white laid paper







Adrian Ghenie, 
Romanian 

Study for Bikini, 2018. 
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