
SUMMARY OF  SIMPLE TECHNIQUES IN ORALITY  
– SPOKEN WORD 

  
You should have read the story several times loud and Silent.  At least three 3 times. 

When you know the story very well you should tell the story as it is without reading  

in front of children (People) but not word by word. Retell the story intentionally  

making at least three (3) Mistakes but your audience should say no no and ask them 

to correct you. 

 

Thereafter, do the following. Ask your audience (group) to tell each other the story in 

two (2s.)  

After that, you retell the story with a minimum of 3 mistakes.  Your audience should 

respond by saying no-no-no when you make mistakes and correct you or fill in the 

gap when you seem or pretend to forget.  

Then you ask the following questions to your audience or group: 

 
1. What did you like about the story?  
 
2. What did you not like about the story? 
 
3. What do you want to be in the story, that is the character you liken yourself  
     to in the story? Why?  
 
4. What character do you not liken yourself to and why? 
 
5. What is the story saying to me/teaching me? 
  
6. What lessons can I share with others from the story? 
 
You all discuss and make sure everybody participates. You conclude by prayer  

thanking God for the lesson learned and or repentance and so on.  

 

Let us get ready to be great storytellers and able to teach others.  

May God bless us all and help us to deliver His word for His Glory. 

 

Prepared by Rev Chris Maphosa -MScC 



Examples of Bible Story Verses 
 
 

1)  Mark 4:26-29 

The Parable of the Growing Seed  
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 

27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does 

not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then 

the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because 

the harvest has come.” 

 
2)  Matthew 18:1-7  New International Version 

The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven  
18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the king-

dom of heaven?” 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he 

said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 

the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me.  6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to 

stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to 

be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause 

people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they come! 

 

3)  Luke 15:13-32 

The Prodigal Son  
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 

and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was 

a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed 

to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to 

spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 

him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 

father. 



“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 

him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21 “The son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 

him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 

Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. 

When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the ser-

vants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your 

father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 

with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 

never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 

prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’  31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you 

are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, 

because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

 

4)  Luke 10:30-3 

The Good Samaritan  
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was at-

tacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him 

half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 

he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 

and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 

pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 

took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[a] and gave them to the innkeeper. 

‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 

may have.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 

robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

 


