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Conflict or Complementarity? Western and Chinese Perspectives on the Core Values of Civilization
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The Ambiguity of "Civilization™ in Global Discourse




I o Despite recent upheavals in international relations, there's a pronounced

GIObaI Inte raCtlon trend towards globalization in the modern world. However, it remains to be
seen whether this process can adhere to a unified model."
éﬁ‘t o  This warrants working on the rules of interaction, as their absence could lead to

conflicts that might jeopardize the achievements of humanity. However, how can we
establish the rules and plan for future development when the actors have differing
principles and values?

» Advancing on this path critically depends on understanding what can
be used as a common ground, and which particularities are the
focal points of tension that must be paid the most attention.
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I o We can talk about the Chinese and Western “cultures” or

CO"CGpt of “Civilization” “civilizations”. Are these concepts synonyms?
o In Western languages, these notions can be altered. However, is it the
a1 1/ 4 A ;
2 HB ,'L{';‘ same for other languages, specifically Chinese?

» Can the concept of “Civilization” function as a foundational basis
for dialogue?

» Does it merely disguise profound disparities between cultural
frameworks, thereby potentially catalyzing conflict and
undermining the summative achievements of humanity?
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I o This study interrogates the interpretations of “Civilization" in the West.

“CiViIization” ” IHE o The Chinese counterpart, wenming 3ZHf.

o The intricate tapestry of Chinese civilization is embroidered with myriad concepts,
traditions, and material artifacts that echo its rich history and cultural dynamism.
How could their meanings be explained to the Western society, and vice versa?

> The constructs of “Civilization” and wenming 3ZBH perceived as
fundamental values that shape the sociocultural and environmental
interactions of distinct societies.

» Do they have the same meanings?

o XIWARRIA YA FIERAXTTF “Civilization” BIRREE,
o HRERIXSRIES “ER”
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o The notion of "civilization" remains one of the most nebulous

concepts that purports to represent a universal value and metric of
progress in the era of globalization.

The Question

5 =
I#EEEEE » Yet, can it genuinely function as a foundational basis for
dialogue?

» Or does it merely disguise profound disparities between cultural
frameworks, thereby potentially catalyzing conflict?
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Civilization in the West




Civilization™ —
Definition and Origins
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» The origin of the Western concept of “civilization” is from the Latin
word “civis,” meaning “citizen,” and can be theorized as a sum of
benefits for individuals associated with a particular society.

o The state provides citizens with protection from the hostile environment
and communication with other social groups, to ensure they act as a
representative of the entire collective

o ltis an access to accumulated knowledge, technology, and social
facilities, which provide opportunities for individual well-being

o  The right to use these benefits must be gained by following the rules of
this collective, a common requirement for being a “citizen” of the state.
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Selection of

“Civilization — The stage of human social and cultural development and
organization that is considered most advanced” (Oxford Dictionaries)

o  The principles of natural selection favor the selection of “civilizations,” which

C VI I |Zat|0ns provide a better trade-off between benefits and duties. Subsequently, the most
effective types of social organizations expand their influence and become a
yﬂﬂm E"“ ;=2F common currency for a particular location. Thus, great civilizations emerged, which

can be now distinguished as the Western, Chinese, and other civilizations.

» The concept of “civilization” assumes of a social structure, in which
domination of a particular system assumes it consequential
evolution to be the best fit and “most advanced.”
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o “Culture — the way of life of a person, including their attitudes, values,

Culture: The Way Of Ilfe beliefs, arts, sciences, modes of perception, and habits of thought and
activity. Cultural features are learned but are often too pervasive to be

I‘t . E;EHEC noticed from within” (Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy ).

o How does the “way of life” correlate with natural selection and survival of the fittest?

» If a particular way of life is shared by a significant population, which
is assumed by culture, it can introduce emergent traits, and in turn,
variations, affect individual adaptability, and become a decisive
factor for the preference of a particular fluctuation in evolutionary

units.
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I o The hostile environment of the West (Europe) introduced particular

Nature / Culture requirements to the way of life of inhabited populations.
X o Environmental circumstances, along with better individual adaptability and
E% / I{h the corresponding differences in brain structure and cognitive skills could

have resulted in Neanderthals placing a low priority on preserving social
cohesion, limiting their group density

» Therefore, Western culture predetermines focus on overcoming
external obstacles and being self-sufficient, that was necessary
for the survival. This can explain focus on analytical thinking
and voluntarily creation of the world.
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Culture / Nature

X1t | B2A

o The focus on overcoming Nature and transcending existence caused
emerging of the Western science and technology

o Looking for the “idea” that is behind the matter invoked origin of mathematics and
geometry as designing space and time. Elaboration of idealistic philosophy caused
monotheism, that seeks for the predetermined design of the Universe. Seeking
freedom from the dictatorship of religion concluded in rejecting all natural
predispositions and faith in unlimited powers of individual

» Emphasizing ultimate Freedom caused alienation from the

product of the own labor, from the world, and within the society.

» The lack of harmonious relation allows coercion and seeking the

ultimate and unified world order, which cause global conflicts.
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Wenming XHB in China




S HRB:

Wenming 3ZBB (civilization) is defined as “benefits accumulated during the

IIIumlnatlng human history that help in understanding and adapting to the objective

world, which conform human intentions and are recognized by the

* e , :
IHB: E’:;*ﬂd% majority” (Baidu Encyclopedia).
o Wen3Z meant “character,” “writing,” “literacy.”
A picture of a human body with a tattoo or painting — “symbol”.
o MingBH depicts the Sun and the Moon together, meaning ultimate brightness.
ﬂ\ o  Huaf¥ depicts two bodies in complementary position — transformation
e ) > Symbols, writings, and knowledge wen3Z are clarified or illuminated
13 6820 2837 . . e
ming BH to the people, which are not a mere sum of individuals, but
an intertwined web of family relations.
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o The critical role of family and kin relations in the history of China can

Famlly and social also be traced to the specific environment conditions during the
evolutionary history, with a special requirement of collaboration and
structure co-living in bigger groups.

This invoked the system of rites /i %, that shape aims and values of
= PN ©
%-‘E*u?‘iﬁgﬁw individual according to their life history, rather than result of a
e voluntarily choice.

> “While we perform the li #, in the present, much of their efficacy
stems from their being a link to the past and thereby, to the
future as well” (R. Ames).

o FEBHE EFREMNFERANKEIERBILUEHRIEWH
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I o Therefore, | believe that Chinese understanding of wenming 3ZBH can

Harmony without be conceptualized as seeking for the “social cohesion”, speaking in
) ) the terms of modern science. In Chinese the better reference is the
Uniform Ity idea of he er butong

# 1 A i A [

» Preserving coherence with preserving uniqueness of any
individual part, just like it happens in music: similar sounds can
create only resonance, rather than melody that requires
harmonized diversity.
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o Emphasizing social cohesion allows great stability of society.

Avoiding stagnation

BRI

o However, it tends to establish self-preserving cycles of mutual recognition,
such as family, clan, or local relations: just by definition of family relations,
anyone naturally tends to contribute to the welfare of their kins. This inevitably
leads to cronyism and origin of the dynastical society.

e
[® ]

o The answer — Daoist tradition and its ideals of wu wei 7573 (non-
action or non-assertive action) and ziran %% (self-so).

> This is assumed by the idea of /i 4L, as discussed above.
Being unattached allows one to remain in context and perform
one's social roles in an exemplary manner.

o IBEHSERIFILSSAREFRAIIEEE.
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I o Our world is in constant move; The Book of Changes reads:

Changes of the

“The unpredictability of yinyang is called shen’.

Constant FABHAS I Z o
» Only such appreciation of the constant transformation can
"%"gzl:l:l provide the real stability to any structure, so that “particles are

constantly changing while the pattern persists”.

> “Creativity (cheng i) is self-realizing (zicheng ER%), and its way
(dao 18) is self-advancing (zidao E1&)... “a collaboration
between human beings and their world” (R. Ames).
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Civilization as Privilege and > Privilege Framework: Civilization = benefits (knowledge,

_ _ technology) tied to societal membership.
Evolutionary Adaptation
» Natural Selection: Thriving civilizations balance benefits/duties

Iﬂﬁl’ﬁfﬂ%ﬂ'ﬁ 1% F' (e.g., Western/Chinese models).

» Globalization Paradox: Promotes universal civilization but risks
homogenizing cultural diversity.

> ASIESR . M= R, KT TSR ED.
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. » Etymology: From Latin civis (citizen), tied to rights/duties within a
The Western Notion of ek (O 2

state.
L~ . . ; , e 5 A .
C Vi I |Zat| on" — o Primary among the statfe.s re.sp0n51.b111tles .to its c.1tlzens are p.rotectlon from
external threats and facilitation of interactions with other societal groups, thereby
PR Jpmy holding the collective's interests. Moreover, being part of a civilization implies
Definition and Origins i v Y e P
access to a rich reservoir of knowledge, technological advancements, and
“ ” oy e — societal amenities, all of which augment individual prosperity
A "X iERE
» OED Definition: “The most advanced stage of human social

)‘('—ﬁﬂiﬁ development” — implies hierarchy.

>1EiR: I TiE “civis” (AR) , BAERRFRINFISNS.
o ExRM2RINEERERFRIFESZINBRIMET SEETZEIR
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Inferences and Conclusion




o In the West, the concept of civilization assumes that the most effective cultures

The WeSt: replace the others until the entire world shares one global culture and civilization
o The Western concept of “civilization” as the most effective social system
Natural selection emphasizes survival of the fittest.

o Assumes that the most effective cultures replace the others until the entire world shares one
global culture.

ﬁﬁ E ;q: o Emphasize progress of science and technology to overcome natural conditions according to
"“ the idea of future.

o) Facilitates unification and progress of culture but may involve coercion and bias when do not
face worthy rival..

> | delineate “Natural selection” as emblematic of Western cultural
values.

o FAANNBHSRREEIHIFEEMNE, BEBNMIRSE—
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TAEEEE.
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The East:

The Harmony

F5h: fHimAE

o NBH (civilization) and 4% (culture) emphasize that they must be
recognized by the majority.
This “recognition” is more about the moral choice and core values of the society,

o Each generation introduces a portion of new knowledge and beliefs, which are
subsequently incorporated into what is recognized by the majority. Tradition
inevitably becomes a relic. Therefore, contemporary culture has priority over
tradition

o Allows co-existence of different cultures and the real inclusiveness of society but
may involve segregation when forget about being sensitive to the changes.

> We assume HIfuA[E (social cohesion that preserves the
uniqueness of the individual) as representative of Chinese cultural

ethos.
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West Civilization

o Core value — natural selection
as being the fittest and progressive

» Progress of science & technology
» Facilitates unification of cultures
» May involve coercion and bias

775 “3ZHg"
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> BIFRANRGR S

> (BHSARIE BN ST —{E
e e EO Y

East Civilization

o Core value — #llifu4~[d social cohesion
that nurtures uniqueness of the individual

» Highest stability of society

» Co-existence of different cultures;

» Cycles of mutual recognition may cause
crystallization of the society
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Complementarity of Western and Chinese Civilizationsy,
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