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INDIA - BANGLADESH RELATIONS DURING
COVID-19 PANDEMIC SITUATION: A
PERSPECTIVE OF STUDY

Bishnu Pada Barman
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
Bagnan College, Bagnan, Howrah (W.B), 711303

Abstract: Bangladesh and India are the two friendliest states in South
Asia. So, this is why India and Bangladesh relations are very
important nowadays. Bangladesh and India have many similarities,
like — Geography, Economics, Cultural, etc. They have also close
friendships with each other till now. It is also true that India
contributed much to the liberation war of Bangladesh in 1971, which
led to the birth of Bangladesh. However, there are a few issues against
the relationship between India and Bangladesh like India - Bangladesh
boundary problem, water sharing problem, refugee problem,
smuggling, terrorism, etc. But in recent times India — Bangladesh
relationship is now growing. In January 2019 Sheikh Hasina, the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh visited India and on the other hand,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi also visited Bangladesh in the
same year. Modi described the relationship between the two countries
as a ‘golden era’ (Sonali Adhaya) (Bhattacharya Jayeeta 2021). India
is the first country to recognize Bangladesh as an independent country
and she also helped Bangladesh during the time of independence war
and till now, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic situation in
many ways. They also have smooth relationships through historical
perspectives. But nowadays a large number of Bangladeshi people
think that Bangladesh and India's relationship is going to be
deteriorated. However, India is always ready to help Bangladesh in
every dangerous situation like a ‘Big Brother’.

Keywords:  Background,  Neighbourhood, Covid-19, Vaccine
Diplomacy, South Asian Region.
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Introduction

In South Asia India and Bangladesh have been close friends and
neighbours since the time of birth in Bangladesh and even now. But
sometimes it was not going well. While geographically they have long
borders and areas with some issues like- refugee problems, water sharing
problems, etc. Still, they have kept their overall good relations for a half-
century more. India and Bangladesh share bonds of history, language,
and the cultural multitude of other commonalities. Basically, in COVID-
19 situations India and Bangladesh relations stood like a question mark
(7). Many pro-Pakistani Bangladeshis do like India, but in the Covid-19
situation, India helps Bangladesh in many ways. The year of 2020 on
covid -19 pandemic situation witnessed intense high-level engagement at
political and official levels beginning with the exchanges of New Year
greetings between Narendra Damodardas Modi, Hon'ble Prime Minister
of India and Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh on January
01, 2020. Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the birth
centenary celebration of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman through
a video conference on 17" March 2020 and his telephonic calls to PM
Hasina on 29" April to convey greetings on the coactions of the holy
months of Ramadan and to discuss the regional situations in the wake of
the COVID-19 Pandemic and again on 25 May 2020 to convey the Eid
greetings reflects the bonds of friendship between the two countries. The
two Prime Ministers held a summit on a virtual platform on 17"
December 2020 and discussed all aspects of bilateral relations and
exchanged views on regional and international issues. On this occasion,
both countries signed seven bilateral pacts in various sectors including
hydrocarbons, agriculture, trade, development projects, and conversation
of heritage. The two Prime Ministers also jointly unveiled a postal stamp
issued by the government of India to commemorate the birth centenary
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On these occasions, two
bilateral projects over the beautification and city development projects in
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Rajshahi City and the construction of Khalispur Collegiate Girl’s School
in Khulna were also inaugurated (SIRU 2021).

The External Affairs Minister (EAM) of India Dr S. Jaishankar along
with the Foreign Affairs Minister of Bangladesh Dr A K Abdul Momin
co-chaired the Joint Consultative Commission (JCC) a virtual platform
on 29" September 2020 and the two Ministers jointly unveiled a
commemorative postal stamp issued by the government of Bangladesh
on the 150" birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The EAM also
visited Dhaka in March 2021. The visits of Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Syringa to Dhaka in March and August and the foreign office
consolations in New Delhi in January 2021 also energized bilateral
relations.

In addition to the above high-level engagements between the two
countries, there have also been several interactions at the senior official
level in various bilateral mechanisms. The multidimensional
cooperation between the two countries ranges from the traditional
sectors of tourism, health, and education to frontier technologies of
nuclear science, space, and informal technology.

Objectives

India-Bangladesh is the two most powerful friendship states in the
South Asian region. As such their relations are to be closed to the
starting of the South Asian region. Bangladesh is also a neighboring
country and all over the friendship part of India. And India has a vital
role in Bangladesh's independence. Sometimes it kept a need for good
relations between those countries. Many other terrorists are hiding in
Bangladesh in some places. Some issues between Bangladesh and
India stand against them, like- border issues, water-sharing problems,
etc. But in the COVID-19 Pandemic Situation, both countries are not
doing well. They needed to help each other during the COVID-19
Pandemic situations. Both countries helped and cooperated with each
other. If they would not help each other, it would not be easy to cover
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the COVID-19 Pandemic Situation. Both the country's Leaders and
other higher Government officers met each other to discuss how to
tackle the situation. However, India played a big brother role.

India -Bangladesh relations are very important in South Asia. India and
Bangladesh to both countries they are close friends and depend upon
each other directly or indirectly. So, if we look here that there are some
objectives of India-Bangladesh relations during the COVID-19
Pandemic (Situation Pattanaik, Smruti S. March 23, 2021)-

(i) To identify the problems and Cooperation between India and
Bangladesh relations during the COVID-19 Pandemic Situation.

(i1)To identify the factors that influence India - Bangladesh relations
during the COVID-19 Pandemic Situation.

(iii) To discuss the factors or things against India - Bangladesh
relations during the COVID-19 Pandemic Situation?

Background

‘Big Brother’ India stretched her hand and dispatched 10 containers of
liquid medical oxygen to Bangladesh to help Bangladesh during the
COVID-19 Pandemic Situation. A train left for Bangladesh from
Tatanagar, Jamshedpur carrying 200 tonnes of oxygen.

Neighbourhood first: India rushed to Bangladesh to fight COVID-
19: After the country-wide lockdown was announced India was the
first country to reach out to its trusted neighbour(s) Bangladesh in
combating coronavirus. The first batch of humanitarian aid was
dispatched to the neighbouring countries including Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, and Maldives. India has always been a
first responder to any crisis in the region and has always extended a
helping hand. According to Bangladeshi expert Gautam Lahiri, India
swiftly handed over 0.03 million surgical masks and 0.015 headcovers
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to Bangladesh to prevent the spread of coronavirus. Riya Das Ganguly,
Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh handed over all these items
to Bangladesh Foreign Minister A. K. Abdul Momin on March 25",
The Indian government decided to export Hydroxychloroquine
medicine to its neighbouring countries including Bangladesh and India
did it to help its neighbours. Not only this, India had announced a
complete lockdown in the country and sealed the border and showed a
special way to allow the Bangladesh Government to take back its
citizens who were stranded in different cities of India. The Indian
Government had to accept the unusual demand of Bangladesh to make
special arrangements to help ferry stranded people from that country to
the nearest airport. This was done in coordination with the Dhaka
mission in New Delhi by the Minister of External Affairs (Siddiqui
Huma, April 23, 2020). As a result, more than 400 Bangladeshi had to
return to their Country by charter private flights. On the other hand,
there were many Indians stranded in Bangladesh and they were also
putting pressure on the Indian High Commissioner at Dhaka but the
Indian Government was trying to convince them to stay there till the
lockdown was lifted. Though it is necessary as a basic precaution, the
Government of Bangladesh was putting a lot of pressure on urging
New Delhi to take them back.

Indian Army sent teams to Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and
Afghanistan to fight COVID-19:

The Indian Army was readying separate teams to be deployed in Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Afghanistan to help those countries
boost capabilities to deal with rising cases of coronavirus. Fourteen
members of the Indian Army team were sent to Maldives to help the
island nation in setting up coronavirus testing Laboratories and to train
local medical professionals to fight the pandemic. India had also
played a key role in pursuing a common framework in fighting the
pandemic in the SAARC region through a video conference on March
15" and Prime Minister Narendra Modi pitched for formulating a joint
strategy to fight COVID-19 in the SAARC region and proposed an
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emergency fund with an initial offer $§ 10 million from India. It is
understood that India has/had always been ready to contribute and
help. Hydroxychloroquine was identified by the US Food and Drug
Administration as a possible treatment for COVID-19 and it is being
tested on more than 0.015 million coronavirus patients in New York.
In the neighbourhood, India had sent the drug to Bangladesh and
neighbouring countries (Wikipedia April 2020).

Security and Border Management:

51" Director General level talks (DGLT) between Border Security
Force (BSF) and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) were held on 22-26
December 2020 in Guwahati. In addition, border coordination
conferences between regional commanders of BGB (Border Guard
Bangladesh) and the frontier Inspector General of BSF (Border
Security Force) were also held regularly to discuss the management
and security of 4096.7 KM of the India — Bangladesh land Border.

Defence Cooperation:

High-level exchanges in 2020 included the Second edition of the India
— Bangladesh Corpat ‘Bangosagar’ exercise held on 03.05.2020.
Regional Commanders meeting of Coast Guards on 19 October 2020,
and the third Annual Defence Dialogue on 02 November 2020 were
held. The Indian Army gifted trained horses and dogs to the
Bangladesh Army in November 2020. The Indian Air Chief visited
Bangladesh on an official visit in February 2021.

Connectivity:

Both governments understood various measures to restore the
prevailing links and other connectivity links existed between India and
Bangladesh. During the visit of Sheikh Hasina to New Delhi in
October 2019, the government decided to commence the Dhaka-
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Siliguri, Gangtok- Dhaka, and Darjeeling-Dhaka Bus service to
enhance people-to-people contacts between both the countries and the
trial run of Dhaka-Siliguri, Gangtok -Dhaka was also held in
December 2019. Both Prime Ministers jointly inaugurated the newly
restored railway link between Chilahati (Bangladesh) and Haldibari
(India) on 17™ December 2020. To enhance people-to-people Contact
it was the frequency of two passenger trains— Maitree Express and
Bandhan Express increased from 4 days a week to 5 days a week and
from one day a week to two days a week respectively from February
2020. Both countries also started using side door containers and parcel
trains to maintain uninterrupted supply chains during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. The Indian government handed over 10 broad
gauge diesel locomotives as a part of grant assistance to Bangladesh
Railways on 27 July 2020. Fenni Bridge (Maitree Setu) connecting
LCS (Land Custom Station) Sundarbans (Tripura) and LCS (Land
Custom Station) Ramgarh (Bangladesh) has been jointly inaugurated
on a virtual platform by both Prime Ministers in India in March 2021.

The second addendum to the Protocol on Inland Water Transit and
Trade (PIWTT) was signed in May 2020 to include new India-
Bangladesh protocol Routes (Sonamura-Daudkandi) on river Gomti
and extension of Dhulia to Godagiri up to Aricha on river Padma, five
new parts of calls and two extended parts of calls. Sonamura —
Daudkhandi protocol routes were also operationalized in September
2020. The trial run of the transshipment of Indian goods from Kolkata
to Agartala via Chattagram was successfully conducted in July 2020.

Economic and Commercial:

Bangladesh is India’s biggest trade partner in South Asia and India is
the second biggest trade partner of Bangladesh. Bilateral trade between
India and Bangladesh has grown steadily over the last decade and the
exports of Bangladesh have tripled over the last decade to cross $1bn
in 2018-2019. In the Financial Year 2019-2020, India’s exports to
Bangladesh were $8.2 bn and imports were $1.26bn. Meetings of
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various institutional mechanisms to promote bilateral trade including
the secretary-level meeting of commerce and shipping ministries LCS
(Land Custom Station) and ICP (Integrated Check Post) infrastructure
and establishment of Indian economy zone etc. To promote
cooperation on bilateral trade the India - Bangladesh CEO’s forum was
launched in December 2020 to provide policy-level inputs in various
areas of trade and investment and to facilitate exchanges among the
business communities of both countries. The first meeting of the India-
Bangladesh textile industry forum was held in February 2020 to
enhance linkages and collaboration in the power sectors and has
become one of the hallmarks of India-Bangladesh relations.
Bangladesh was/is currently importing 1160 MW of power from India.
The Joint Working Group (JWG) and Joint Steering Committee (JSC)
on power provide an institutional framework to promote bilateral
cooperation in cross border trade of electricity (Khatun E. Zannat at
all, 2021).

Development of Partnership

Bangladesh and India are the biggest development partners today.
India has today extended 3 lines of credit (LOC) to Bangladesh in the
last 85 years amounting to $8 billion for the development of
infrastructure in various sectors including roads, railways, shipping,
and ports. In addition, the government of India has also been providing
grant assistance to Bangladesh for various infrastructure projects
including the construction of the Akhaura-Agartala Railway link, and
the dredging of inland waterways construction in Bangladesh (India —
Bangladesh pipeline). High-Impact Community Development Projects
(HICDPs) constitute an active pillar of India’s development assistance.
The government of India has founded 68 HICDPs including the
construction of student hostels, academic buildings, skill development,
training institution cultural centers, etc. in Bangladesh.

Capacity Building and Human Resource Development
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Human resources development is a key component of India’s
development cooperating efforts in Bangladesh through its several on-
trained programs and scholarships. The government of India has
trained 1800 Bangladeshi Civil service officials since 2019 at the
National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG), Mussoorie.
Bangladeshi Police officials are also being trained at various premier
training institutes in India on various modern policing and new
investigative techniques of this information age. Similarly, the
government of India has extended training for 1,500 Bangladeshi
Judicial officials since 2017 at the National Judicial Academy Bhopal
and various state judicial Academics in India. Bangladesh is also an
important ITEC partner country and annually around 800 participants
from Bangladeshi avail of the ITEC training Courses. In addition, 200
scholars are awarded by ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations)
every year to students from Bangladesh for Pursuing Undergraduate,
and M.Phil/Ph.D. courses in the IITs and NIITs.

Cultural Cooperation

The year 2021 was historic in India-Bangladesh relations as both
countries commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of the liberation war
of Bangladesh over Pakistan and the establishment of diplomatic
relations between India and Bangladesh. Both countries have made
efforts to jointly organise several activities to commemorate these two
types of epochal events in India, Bangladesh, and other countries. The
Indira Gandhi Cultural Events (IGCE) in Dhaka play an important role
in celebrating common cultural links between the two countries. Its
training programs including Yoga, kathak, Manipuri dance, Hindi
language, Hindustani classical music, and the cultural programs of the
renowned artists of India and Bangladesh contribute to the promotion
of people-to-people contacts.
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Visas

In pursuance of the policy of the government of India to further
liberate the Indian visa application process and to strengthen people-to-
people contacts between India and Bangladesh. Six new Indian visa
application centres (IVACs) were opened in Camilla, Noakhali,
Thakurgaon, and Bagura of Bangladesh in 2019 raising the total
number of IVCs to 15. In 2019 the number of visas issued to
Bangladeshi citizens crossed the rank of 1.6 million. Opening two new
Assistance High Commissions in Khulna and Sylhet in 2019 has also
helped in facilitating efficient and quick visa processing for
Bangladeshi Nationals. Both countries have commenced a temporary
air travel bubble to facilitate the urgent requirements of travellers from
India and Bangladesh during the COVID-19 pandemic situation.

Cooperation to Tackle the Challenge of the COVID-19 Pandemic
situation

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina participated in the video conference of
leaders of SAARC countries on 15" March 2020 at the invitation of
Prime Minister Modi to share assessments of the minimise and
mitigate the spread of diesel. As part of bilateral assistance, the
government of India has extended three tranches of medical assistance
including 0.03 million surgical masks, 0.0015 million head covers,
0.05 million surgical latex gloves, 0.1 million hydroxychloroquine
medicines tablets, and RT-PCR test kits capable of running, 0.03
million tests in March -April 2020 to Bangladesh assist in its efforts to
fight against the COVID-19 Pandemic. The government of India has
also conducted various online training modules to train the health
professionals of Bangladesh on the treatment and care of COVID-19
patients. In January 2021 the government of India gifted 2 million
Covid Shield (Oxford-Astrazeneca Vaccines) to Bangladesh to assist in
its efforts to fight against the pandemic. The Government of
Bangladesh BEXIMCO Pharmaceuticals Limited of Bangladesh and
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the Serum Institute of India (SII) have signed a trilateral MOU to
procure 3 core doses of COVID-19 vaccines from the SII (Islam, Md.
Shariful 30 May 2022).

COVID-19 pandemic cooperation

Bangladesh started mass COVID-19 vaccinations with India's Serum
Institute Covid Shield vaccines. Bangladesh procured 7 million doses
and India had meant to gift a further 3.3 million doses. Due to a second
wave of COVID-19 in India, the vaccine export was halted. It
hampered the vaccination program in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh sent medicines and medical equipment to India following
the deteriorating COVID-19 situation in India. The relief package
consisted of approximately 0.01 million vials of Ramdev Sivir,
(produced in Bangladesh by Beximco) for anti-viral infections, oral
antiviral, 0.03 million PPE kits, and several thousand zinc, calcium,
vitamin C, and other necessary tablets. In May 2021, the government
of Bangladesh sent a second consignment of COVID-19 relief
consisting of antibiotics, paracetamol, protective equipment, and hand
sanitizer (Bawa, Singh, and all. 2022).

The Partnership of Hope: Bangladesh Contributes to Supporting
to Fight COVID-19

During the COVID-19 situation, India helped Bangladesh in many
ways in the fight Against the Coronavirus. As a neighboring friend
India helps Bangladesh and Bangladesh was one of the countries which
received Indian COVID-19 Vaccines under the ‘’Vaccine Maitri
Mission”. India supplied Bangladesh with Antibiotics, Paracetamol,
different kinds of injections, Vias, hand sanitizer, etc. which also might
face shortages due to increased raw materials prices (SIRU 2021).

Vaccines received by Bangladesh from India and China (in million
doses)
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Country | Grant | Commercial | Total

India 33 7 10.3

China 0.5 0 0.5

(Bose Sohini June, 2021)

The support from India, Bangladesh has declared that Relations with
India suggests stronger relations in the future. And, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi states that Bangladesh is a major pillar of
India’s neighbourhood first policy and so the gesture apart from being
gladly received on humanitarian grounds also gives an affirmation to
India’s diplomatic Policies” (Bhattacherjee Kallol, December 17,

2020).

This paper explores the impact of COVID-19 on shopping behaviour
in two neighbouring developing economies: Bangladesh and India.
While the previous studies investigating the impact of COVID-19 on
shopping behaviour have relied on Revealed Preference (RP) data, this
paper combines RP and Stated Preference (SP) data to develop joint
RP-SP discrete choice models. This makes it possible to quantify the
relative impact of the situational contexts on the choice of shopping
modes of households and to capture the associated heterogeneity
arising from the characteristics of the households. Further, a
comparison of the data and the estimated model parameters of the two
countries with substantial socio-cultural similarities provide insights
into how differences in the state of e-commerce can lead to different
levels of inertia in continuing the pre-COVID behaviour. The results
will be useful to planners and policymakers for predicting shopping
modes in different future scenarios and formulating effective
restriction measures.
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Conclusion

In the COVID-19 pandemic situation, India and Bangladesh relations
played a new role in the South Asia region. India played a big role
during the COVID-19 pandemic situation in South Asian regional
countries and helped many countries, specially on priority basis India
helped Bangladesh. During COVID -19 India’s COVID policy was
that ‘neighbourhood first’ and India observed her responsibilities in all
manners in the COVID-19 situation.
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Call for Papers

Scope: Any aspects of arts related to South Asia. Special focus
on History, Orality, politics and Bengali language and literature.

Frequency of publication: Two issues per year (January-June
& July- December).

Manuscript Submission Guidelines for the Contributors:

1. MANUSCRIPT: All articles should be submitted to the
Editor, as an email word.doc attachment to

editor.kshatriva@gmail.com. The format should be with

ample margins on all sides and a regular number of lines
per page. The cover page should carry only the title of the
article and the author’s name, and addresses (both postal
and e-mail). This should be followed by an abstract of
100-200 words on a separate page and 4-5 keywords to
enhance online access in the future. The manuscript
should be 3500-5000 words. Follow 12 font, Times New
Roman with double space for articles in English, but
Kalpurus, 12 font with double space should be followed
in Bengali. Book reviews are also invited of about 1000—
1500 words.

2. Use a clear readable style, avoiding jargon. If technical
terms or acronyms must be included, define them when
first used. Use non-racist, non-sexist language and plurals
rather than he/she.
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3. SPELLINGS: Where alternative forms exist, choose ‘-
ise’ spellings instead of ‘-ize’. Thus most words with that
ending (‘recognise’, ‘organise’, ‘civilise’ etc.,) will be
spelt with an ‘s’. Use British spellings in all cases rather
than American (hence, ‘programme’ not ‘program’,
‘labour’ not ‘labor’, and ‘centre’ not ‘center’).

4. Language: Bengali/ English.

5. ABBREVIATIONS: No stops are needed between
capitals: e.g., CPI, INTUC, MP, MLA. Short forms likely
to be unfamiliar to some readers should be spelt out in
full the first time they occur. Please avoid ‘i.e.” and ‘e.g.’
in the text but use them in notes if you wish.

6. NUMBERS: Write numbers in figures (rather than
words) for exact measurements and series of quantities,
including percentages. In a more general description,
numbers below 10 should be spelt out in words. Use
thousands, millions, billions and not lakhs and crores. In
text use ‘per cent’, in tables the symbol ‘%’. Write ‘0.8’
rather than “.8’, except for levels of probability.

7. QUOTATIONS: Use single quotation marks, reserving
double quotation marks for quoted words within a
quotation. Spellings of words in quotations should not be
changed. No quotation marks are required for longer
passages (i.e., 45 words or more) broken off from the

text.

Please mention the author’s title and the title of the works in
the endnotes in short forms as follows:

1. Hughes, Networks of Power, p. 23. [For Books]
2. Ray, ‘Agrarian System of Cooch Behar State’, pp. 232-
33. (for article)
3. Ghosh A, et al (ed.), Brita Bibarani, p. 56 (more than one
editor for a book)
The whole information for archival documents in the
endnotes
1. Annual Administrative Report for the Cooch Behar State
(Henceforth AARCB), 1909-1910, dated 12 June 1911, p.
12.
The following example illustrates the style to be followed in
the Bibliography/ references:
The primary and Secondary References should be listed in
alphabetical order of author, giving the surname first followed by
initials or first name. Where more than one publication by the
same author is referred to, please list them in chronological
order.
Books:
Srinivas, M.N., Social Change in Modern India, New Delhi:
Orient Longman Pvt. Ltd., 2007
Edited Volumes:
Troll, C.W., ed., Muslim Shrines in India: Their Character,
History and Significance, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 19809.
Articles in Journals:
Ray, P. ‘Subaltern Renaissance: Thakur Panchanan Barma &
Rajbanshi Society’ Journal of East-West Thought, Vol 13 (9),
2023, pp. 97-109.
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Articles in Edited Volumes:
Gaeffke, P. ‘Alexander and the Bengal Sufis’, in Alan W.
Entwistle and Francoise Mallison, eds, Studies in South Asian

Devotional Literature, Research Papers, 1988—1991, New Delhi:

Manohar, 1994, pp. 278-84.

*Declaration should be provided by the contributor(s) in a
separate sheet that his/her concern work is original and it is his/
her own work and has not been published before.

*Facts and opinions in articles published are solely the personal
statements of respective authors. Authors are responsible for all
contents in their articles including the accuracy of facts, views,
statements, citing of resources, and so on. Editors and Publishers
have no liability for the violations of third-party rights.

*The decision of the Editorial Board is final regarding the
selection and publication of the articles.

* All types of communication should be done through email.

Contact mails: editor.kshatriva@gmail.com

Editorial Team
Kshatriya
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